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Parliamentary  Debates, 


The  Duke  of  WhartonV  Speech  againjl  the 
Bijhop  of  Roche  ST  ER*i  bilL 


SOME  words  which  have  fallen  from  the  Duke  of 
reverend  Prelate,  who  fpoke  laft,  have  made  ^edi'^"? 
it)  in  fome  meafure,  neceflkry  for  me  to  trouble  gainft  the 
your  Lordfhips  with  the  reafons  that  induced  me  ^R^d^epr\ 
to  differ  with  him  in  opinion,  and  to  give  my  ^i^* 
negative  to  the  bill  now  depending  before  us. 
If  1  do  not  mif-underfland  his  Lordfhip,  he  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  That  perfons  without  doors  would 
be  apt  to  caft  different  reflexions  on  the  particular 
behaviour  of  every  Lord  this  day  •,  that  thofe  who 
were  for  the  paffing  of  this  bill^  would  be  accufed 
of  malice  and  partiality  \   and  thofe  who  were  of 
contrary  fentiments^   would  be  branded  with  dif 
affeXion  to  the  prefent  happy  eftahlifhment.     For 
my  part,  I  am  far  from  thinkii!g,  that  confide- 
rations  of  this  nature  will  have  the  leaft  weight 
with  any  of  your  Lordfhips  ;  and  am  very  cer- 
tain, that  every  one,  who  gives  his  vote  on  this 
important  occafion,  has  attended,  with  the  great- 
eft  care,   to  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  at 
your  bar,  which  is  the  foundation  of  this  day's 
debate.     The  proofs  that  have  been  brought  to 
fupport  the  charge,    and  the  Bilhop's  defence, 
are  to  be  thoroughly  confidered  ;  and  when  your 
Lordfhips  proceed  according  to  the  rules  of  ju- 
ftice,   you  will  not  fear,  nor  value,   any  confe- 
quences  which  may  attend  the  difcharging  of 
V  o  L,  IX.  B  «  your 
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.  *  your  duty.  So  far  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
^  the  belt  way  to  fhew  our  zeal  to  his  Majefty, 
^  and  the  prefent  government,  is,  to  ai5l,  in  all 

','  cafes,  both  in  our  judicial  and  legiilative  capa- 

*  cities,  with   that   honour    and    impartiality,   as 

*  ought  to  flourilh  in  this  great  council  of  the  na- 
'  tion*  I  could  have  wifhed  the  noble  Lords  who 
'  have  given  their  reafons  for  the  pafling  this  ex- 
^  traordinary  law,  would  have  entered  into  the  par- 

*  ticular  circumflances  of  this  cafe,  and  confidercd 

*  it  fingly  on  its  own  merits  ;  but  inilead  of  fpeak^ 

*  ing  on  that  head,  I  cannot  but  take  notice,  that 
'  they  have  wandered  from  that  (which  ought  to 

*  have  been  their  only  confideraticn)  into  learned 

*  difcourfes  on  bills  of  this  nature  in  general. 

'  1  fhall  not  trouble  this  houfe  with  any  argu- 
^  ments  againft  attainders.  Many  Lords,  of  great- 
'  er  weight  and. abilities  than  myfelf,  have  already 
'  fpoke  fully  to  this  point  in  the  preceding  de- 
*•  bates.  I  fliall  only  io  far  agree  with  the  reve- 
'  rend  Prelate,  who  fpoke  before  mc,  that  it  is 
'  proper,  that  fuch  a  power  of  punifhing  by  bill, 
'  ihould  be  veiled  in  the  legiflature,  to  be  exer- 
*'-  cifed  on  extraordinary  emergencies :   But  then  I 

*  mud  add,  if  ever  that  power  is  abufed,  if  ever 
'■  it  is  imployed  to  deftroy  innocent  perfons,    it  is 

*  evident)   that  the  lives,  liberties,  and  fortunes  of 
c^"*  every  fubjed  in  Britain^  are  in  the  utmofl  dan-. 

'  *  ger,   and  liable  to  be  ficrificed  to  the  fury  of  a 

*  party.     It  has  been  admitted^  that  every  bill  of 
■^i  *  pains  and  penalties  is  to  ftand  upon  its  own  bot- 

*  tom  5  and  that  the  pafling  of  one  aft  of  this  na- 
"  '  ture,  is  not  to  be  brought  as  a  precedent  for  the 

^  fupporting  of  another,  unlefs  there  be  convincing 
>  evidence  to  inforce  each  cafe.  And  therefore 
-  ^  the  proper  confidcration  now  before  us,  is,  whe- 
*''-*  ther  the  evidence  oflered  againft  the  unfortunate 
•i;i«  Prelate  is  fufficient  to  induce  your  Lordfliips  to 
-;.-ruvw:  *  believe 
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believe  him  guilty  of  the  heavy  crimes  of  which 
he  ftands  accufed  ?  My  Lords,  I  fhall  take  the 
liberty  of  conlidering  the  whole  proofs,  that 
have  been  brought  on  this  occafion,  both  by 
way  of  charge,  defence,  reply,  and  rejoinder ; 
and  though  I  own  myfelf  very  unequal  to  this 
talk,  yet^  fince  no  other  Lord,  who  could  do 
it  much  better,  has  undertaken  it,  I  think  it 
my  duty  as  a  Peer,  and  as  an  Englijhman^  to  lay- 
it  before  your  Lordfhips  in  the  bed  manner  I 
am  able.  The  method  I  fhall  obferve  for  the 
more  clear  dating  of  the  cafe,  fhall  be  to  lay 
every  particular  branch  of  evidence  before  you, 
and  to  diflinguifh  the  feveral  parts  of  the  accu- 
fation,  and  confider  them  feparately,  to  avoid 
confufion,  and  to  be  the  more  exa6t  in  what  I 
have  to  offer.  I  muft  defire  your  LordHiips  will 
pardon  me,  if  I  repeat  feveral  arguments  that 
have  been  ufed  by  the  Counfel  at  the  bar  \  and 
if  I  even  mention  fome  things  which  fell  from 
me  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Kelly^%  bill,  whofe  cafe 
is  very  much  interwoven  with  the  prefent ;  fo 
that  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  avoid  it. 
*  Before  I  go  any  farther,  I  cannot  but  fay^ 
that  were  thofe  crimes  plainly  proved  againft  the 
Bifhop  of  Rochefter^  his  facred  funftion  and  fta- 
tion  in  the  church  would  be  aggravations  of  his 
guilt :  But,  as  this  is  certain  on  the  one  hand, 
fo,  on  the  other,  your  Lordihips  will  require 
very  clear  demonftration,  before  you  can  think 
it  pofTible  for  a  Billiop  of  the  protefrant  church 
(who  has  fignalized  himfelf  in  defence  of  the 
reformation,  and  the  only  one  of  that  bench 
where  he  had  lately  the  honour  of  fitting,  that 
ever  wrote  in  favour  of  Martin  Luther)  to  en- 
gage in  a  eonfpiracy  for  introducing  popery 
and  arbitrary  power  among  us.  The  counfel  for 
the  bill  opened  the  charge  with  acquainting  the 
B  2  ^  houfe. 
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*  houfe,  that  it  was  only  to  be  fupported  by  pro- 

*  ducing  of  decyphered  letters,  full  of  fi(5litious 

*  names,  and  cant  words  ;  they  were  fo  very  fair 

*  as  to  confefs,  they  had  not  one  living  witnefs  that 

*  could  charge  the  Bifhop  with  any  thi-ng,  nor  even 

*  fo  much  as  a  letter  under  his  own  hand ;  there- 

*  fore,  on  the  firft  view,  this  matter  of  condemil- 
*•  ing,  on  fuch  kind  of  evidence,  ought  to  require 
'  our  utmofl  caution,   left  we  Ihould  eftablifh  a 

*  method,  which  our  enemies  may  hereafter  take 

*  to  deftroy  the  greateft  and  moft  innocent  fubje6t 
'  in  the  kingdom. 

'Mr.  Wearg  cited  two  cafes,  which  he  would 

*  have  us  receive  as  precedents  to  juftify  the  ad- 
'  mitting  of  circumftantial  evidence  :  The  one  was,. 

*  the  cafe  o^  AJhton^  who  was  condemned  on  cir- 
'  cumftances  only ;  but,  my  Lords,  this  was  be- 

*  fore  the  treafon-act  was  paffed,  which  requires- 

*  two  pofitive  witnefies,  and  nothing  could  induce 

*  the  legiflature  to  pafs  that  law,  but  a  thorough 

*  conviction  of  the  danger  that  might  attend  the 

*  admitting  of  any  proofs,  which  were  not  pofitive 

*  or  certain.  The  fecond  cafe  he  cited,  was  that 
'  of  Harrifony  for  the  murder  of  Dr.  Clinch,  and 

*  the  learned  Gentleman  tells  you,  that  it  was  the 

*  pulling  out  of  a  handkerchief  that  led  to  the  dif- 

*  Govery  of  that  murder.  It  is  very  certain,  cir- 
'  cumftances  may   lead   to  the  difcovery  of  evi- 

*  dence  ;  but  muft  be  well  fupported  before  they 
'  can  be  converted  into  convincing  proofs.  The 
^  firft  piece  of  evidence  that  was  offered  at  the  bar, 

*  was  the  extrads  of  letters  from  abroad,  which 
I  this  houfe  feems,  in  fome  meafure,  to  have  de- 
^  clared  to  be  immaterial,  when  they  did  not  fo 
=^^.  much  as  defire  to  fee  copies  of  the  whole  letters, 
1^  nor  the  originals,  and  even  admitted  one  to  be 

*  read  which  was  anonymous :  But  it  will  not  be 
f- improper  to  obferve,  that,  through  this  whole 
.^^'-'"^  '  correfpondence. 
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correfpondence,  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  is  not 
named.  And  therefore  I  cannot  fee  why  they 
took  up  our  time  with  reading  papers  quite  fo- 
reign from  this  cafe  ;  efpecially  fince  every  body 
allows  there  has  been  a  confpiracy,  which  is  the 
only  fad:  to  be  gathered  from  this  correfpon- 
dence. The  next  point  which  was  attempted  to 
be  proved,  was,  that  Captain  Halftead  went  to 
fetch  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde  and  was  at  the 
deanary  with  the  Bifhop  before  he  imbarked  ; 
there  are  alfo  two  letters  found  in  the  Bifhop's 
clofe-flool  from  this  Gentleman  to  his  Lordlliip, 
which  were  read,  and  are  only  appointments  for 
vifits,  but  mention  nothing  of  this  defign  ;  and, 
I  think,  there  was  a  coachman,  that  proved  Hal- 
ftead was  an  hour  with  him  fome  days  before 
he  left  London.  This  was  opened  as  a  matter  of 
great  importance  5  but  your  Lordfhips  muft  re- 
member, that  the  fuppofed  defign  of  Halftead\ 
bringing  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond  into  England^ 
is  only  proved  by  hearfay.  One  of  the  crew 
belonging  to  the  fliip  in  which  he  went,  has  de- 
pofed,  that  it  was  the  common  report  at  Bilboa^ 
that  Halftead  came  there  on  that  errand.  How 
far  common  fame  is  to  prevail,  I  fubmit :  But 
if  this  hearfay  were  trqe,  is  €very  perfon,  who 
was  an  hour  with  this  Gentleman  before  his  de- 
parture, fuppofed  to  be  privy  to  this  project  ? 
And  what  a  drained  conftru6tion  is  it  to  infi- 
nuate,  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  knew  of  his  in- 
tention, becaufe  he  received  a  vifit  from  Hal- 
ftead^ who  was  a  tenant  under  his  bifhopric  ? 
And  this  is  the  more  extraordinary,  fince  it  has 
not  been  fo  much  as  pretended,  that  any  cor- 
refpondence has  pafled  between  the  reverend  Pre- 
late and  the  late  Duke.  They  then  produced 
letters  directed  to  one  Bumvilly  which  were  de- 
cyphered.  And  Mr.  PFills  was  examined  to 
B  3  '  prove, 


^  Parl  I A  ]^E  NT  Ary    A.iyzf; 

*  prove,  that  they  were  rightly  and  jaftly  ex- 
'  plained.  It  very  well  deferves  your  Lordfhips 
f  confideration,  how  far  this  kind  of  evidence  is  to 
f  be  admitted :  It  has  appeared  by  the  Oath  oi 

*  Mr.  ^/7/j  himfelf,  that  it  is  an  art  which  de- 

*  pends  upon  conjedlure ;  for  this  Gentleman  has 
,*  confefled,  that  every  man  is  liable  to  a  m.iftake 

*  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  fciences  ;  he  tells 
f  you,  that  he  and  his  brother  decypherer  varied 
^.m   one  or  two  infiances  ;  he  allows,  that  thq 

*  ChafmSy  which  they  were  forced  to  leave  in  thofe 

*  letters,  might  alter  the  fenfe  of  them.  And, 
?  therefore,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  an  accufation 
^  grounded  pn  fuch  proofs,  is  uncertain  and  pre° 

*  carious.  The  perfon  who  is  the  decypherer,  \% 
f  not  to  be  confuted,   and  what  he  fays  mull  be; 

*  taken  for  granted,  becaufe  the  key  cannot  be 
'  produced  with  fafety  to  the  public;  and  confe- 
f  quently  (if  his  conjedlures  be  admitted"  to  be  evi^ 

*  dence)  our  lives  and  fortunes  myft  depend  on  the 

*  fl^ill  and  honefly  of  decypherers,  who  may  with 
f  fafety  impofe  on  the  legiflature,   when  there  are 

*  not  means  of  contradi^ling  them  for  want  of  fee- 

*  ing  their  key.  My  Lords,  in  the  cafe  of  Cole- 
f  man ^tht  key  was  printed,  as  has  been  well  ob- 
!  ferved  by  the  Counfel  at  the  bar,  and  I  arn 
^  very  much  furprized,  that  Geii.lemen  of  fuch 
*;  abilities  and  integrity,  as  the  members  of  the 

*  fecret  Committee  in  another  place  (who  were 
fifo  exaft  as  to  print'  the  French  originals  to  the 
f  tranflated  letters,  that  the  world  miight  fee  how 
f  juft  and  candid  the  profecutors  of  the  plot  were) 
f  did  not,  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  public,  per- 
I  mit  us  to  fee  the  key  in  print,  on  the  truth  6i 
|,  which  depends  fuch  a  chain  of  confequences,     I 

*  own  myfelf  intirely  ignorant  of  this  art  •,  but,  as 
*Vl  fliould  be  very  far  from  condemning  a  mail  on 
f  niy  own  conjecture,  I  ihouldmuch  lefs  dd  it  on 
"     ■  '  '    '  '  the 
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'  the  conjedures  of  others.  The  greatefl  certain- 
'  ty  human  rcafon  knows,  is,  a  mathematical  de- 

*  monftration,  and  were  I  brought  to  your  Lord- 

*  fliips  bar  to  be  tried  upon  a  propofition  of  Sir 

*  Jfc'.ac  Ncw/on's,  which  he  upon  oath  lliould 
«  fvvear  to  be  true  ;  I  woqld  appeal  to  your  Lord- 
^  fliips,  whether  I  fliould  not  be  unjuftly  condemn-. 

*  ed,  unlefs  he  produced  his  demonftration,  that 
^  I  might  have  the  liberty  of  inquiring  into  the 
'  truth  of  it,  from  men  of  equal  fkill  ?  I  cannot 
'  think  any  man  will  allow  evidence  of  this  nature 
^  tc  be  good  ',  but  if  in  this  cafe  relating  to  the 

*  decyphered  letters  to  Dumvill^  your  Lordihips 
'  fhould  admit   it,   there  is  nothing  mentioned  in 

*  them  that  can  affed:  the  Bifhop,  neither  is  he  at 
^  all  named  in  them,  but  they  are  only  brought  to 
'  prove  the  confpiracy  in  geyieral, 

'  The  examinations  of  Mr.  Neynoe  are  the  next 
'  points  that  are  laid  before  your  Lordfhips  ;  and, 

*  I  muft  do  the  Gentlemen  at  the  bar  the  juftice 
^  of  faying,   that  they  forbore    mentioning   any 

*  thing  of  them^  when  they  opened  the  charge. 

*  They  were  fo  fenfible  that  fach  proofs  could 

*  not   have   the    jeaft   weight   to   affed   the  Si^ 

*  fhop,  that  though  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Kelly  they 

*  were  produced  againft  him  as  very  material  to 
^  fupport  that  bill,  yet  they  did  not  think  proper 
'  to  name  them  againft  the  Bifhop  ;  which  I  am 
'  thoroughly  perfuaded,  is  owing  to  what  appear- 
f  ed  at  your  bar  by  the  examination  of  NLr.  Bing- 

*  ley,  and  the  univerfal  opinion  which  every  per- 
'  fon  feemed  to  have  of  the  villainy  of  Mr.  Ney-: 
S  noeh  tranfadlions.     T^^^*^  examinations  were  he- 

*  ver  figned  by  the  perfon,  neither  was  he  ever 
.f  examined  to  them  upon  oath  ;  fo  that,  were  they 

*  of  confecjuence,  and  he  a  perfon  of  credit,  they 

*  could  not  be  admitted  to  aifed  any  perfon  what- 

*  fover.  in  ^nv  court  of  .iuftice, or  equity.     I  do 
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*'  not  mean,  that  they  could  not  be  read  according 

*  to  the  llrid  rules  of  Weftminfier-hall\  which  is 

*  admitted  on  all  fides  they  could  not ;  but  I  dare 
*'  affirm,  that  no  credit  can  be  given  to  them  on 
^  any  account  whatlbever.     The  perfon  was  clofe- 

*  ly  confined,  and  confequently  in  the  hands  of 
;^  the  government,  fo  that  he  was  at  that  time  un- 
'^-  der  the  greateft  apprehenfions,  which  might,  in 

*  fome  meafure,  prevent  him  from  fpeaking  truth, 
^'Vith  that  fincerity  and  candour  of  which  every 
.-^perfon  ought  to  be  mailer,  when  he  is  examined 
^  on  matters  of  fuch  a  nice  nature.     Though  thefe 

*  papers  were  intkely  given  up  by  the  C«unfel  for 

*  the  bill,  yet  the  extraft  of  them  was  read,  and 
^^ '  they  are  the  vifible-  foundation  of  this  charge  ♦, 
'-*  ahd  if  they  are  infignificant,   the  whole  accufa- 

*  tion  falls  to  the  ground :  For  the  whole  proof 
*•  of  the  Bifhop's  dilating  to  Mr.  Kelly ^  depends 

'•*^^^n  Mr.  Neynoe^s  bare  affirmation.     The  whole 

^'*''of  what  Neynoe  fays,   or  is  fuppofed  to  fay,   isj 

^^  that  Mr.  Kelly  told  him  he  wrote  the  Bifhop's 

'  letters  for  him  ;  Mr.  Kelly  denies  it,   and  Mr. 

*  Neynee  was  fo  confcious  that  he  had  been  guilty 

*  of  many  crimes,   that  he  endeavoured  to  with- 
'^  draw  from  juflice,  and  the  providence  of  God, 

.<*  it  is  faid,   intercepted  him.     My  Lords,  if  you 

-^'  will  confider  the  improbabilities  of  this  evidence, 

■{^although  it  were  upon  oath,  and  figned  by  him, 

""^  it  cannot  be  fupported.     He  tells  you,    that  he 

*  was  intrufled  to  draw  up  memorials  to  the  Re- 
^*^  gent ',  yet  none  of  thofe  have  been  produced, 
^^'  and  yet  it  is  apparent  the  copies  of  them  might, 
-'^  with  eafe,  have  been  obtained,  if  he  had  been 
y^  as  thoroughly  prcflfed  to  deliver  them,  as  he  was 
^  '^  to  declare  he  wrote  thern.  Thefe  memorials,  he 
v^^  faid,  were  wrote  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Henry  Wat- 
"^^  fon^  whom  he  takes  to  be  the  late  Earl  Marjhal : 
ine:  And  I  am  certain  your  Lordfhips  did  not  think 
^^\  that  fad  material,  when  you  came  to  a  refolution, 
^^ff  that 
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*  that  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  lliould  not  be  at  li- 
'  berty  to  allc,  if  inquiry  was  made  of  the  faid 
'  Neynoe^  or  if  he  gave  any  fatisfadlion  to  the 
'  Lords  of  Council,  touching  that  important  fa6t 
'  of  Watfon*^^  whom  he  took  to  be  Earl  Marjhal^ 
'  lying  with  him  feverai  nights.     It  was  very  well 

*  obferved  by  a  learned  Gentleman  at  the   bar, 

*  that  no  body  can  believe  the  late  Earl  Marjhal 

*  would  have  repofed  fo  great  a  confidence  in  a 
'  perfon,  who  was  intirely  a  ftranger  to  him,  and 

*  of  fuch  little  note  *,  and  the  Jacobite  party  mud 
'  be  in  a  low  condition,  when  they  make  ufe  of 

*  fuch  a  creature  to  write  papers  of  that  importance. 

*  There  is  fo  much  improbability  in  this  and  other 
*'  points,  and  fo  much  contradiction  in  feverai 
'  parts  of  his  examinations,  that  they  appear  to 
'  me,  and  muft  to  all  reafonable  men,  as  the  die- 
'  tates  of  fear,  and  not  agreeable  to  truth.     He 

*  mentions,   that  the  reverend  Prelate  had  fomc 

*  favours  offered  him  by  the  court ;   but  that  can- 

*  not  be  true,  and  muft  be  added  to  the  reft  of 

*  thefe  abfurdities. 

*  But,  what  in  my  opinion  clears  up  all  thefe 

*  matters,  and  makes  it  impoflible  for  me  to  give 

*  the  leaft  credit  to  this,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
'  charge,  are,  the  feverai  teftimonies  of  Bingleyy 
'  Skeen^  and  Stewart,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the 
'  two  firft  perfons,  Bingley  and  Skeen^  are  a<51:ually 
^  now  in  leparate  cuftodies  ;    and   confequently, 

*  could  have  no  communication  one  with  another. 
'  The  third  is  at  hberty ;   but  his  teftimony  is  fo 

*  thoroughly  fupported  by  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr. 
^)^  'Kynafton^  that  no  doubt  can  arife  as  to  the  vera- 

'  city  of  it.     Thefe  Gentlemen,   who  are  in  the 

*  hands  of  the  government,  are  under  hopes  and 

*  fears,    and  therefore,    it  is  certain,   when  they 

*  fpeak  a  language,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  dif- 

*  agreeable   to   thofe  on   whom   they  at  prefent 

*  chiefly  depend,   it  muft  be  the  fpirit  of  truth 

'  that 


lo  Pari,  fa  m  e  n  t a^r  y    Aa'/z^ 

\  that  prevails.     Mr.  Bingley  was  before  us  in  the 

*  cafe  of  Kelly ^  and  was  alfo  examined  at  the  bar  of 
\.the  houfe  of  Commons,  tho'  not  upon  oath  ^  ^nd 
^^  tho'  he  has  been  more  feverely  treated,  as  he  told 
^^your  Lordfhips,  and  more  flridlly  confined  fince 
%l  his  firft  examination,  yet  he  has  perfifted  in  his  flo-» 

*  ry ;  and  tho'  he  was  fo  long  at  your  bar,  and  fo  ma? 
t^  ny  queftions  put  to  him,  yet  he  never  varied  in  any 
I  one  circumftance,  but  appeared  confiflent  through 
1  the  whole  courfe  of  his  behaviour.  I  fhall  not  de^ 
Jj  tain  your  Lordfhips  with  recapitulating  his  whole 

*  evidence  ^  but  your  Lordfhips  v/ill  remember, 

*  he  told  you,  Neynoe  abounded  in  money,  which 
i'Neynoe  laid  (after  he  was  apprehended  at  Deal) 
%:^n  honourable prf on  (and  on  this  occafion^  I  hope, 
*,  I  may  name  him)  Mr.  Walpolc^  gave  him:  And 
!;  more  particularly,  he  mentions  50  /.  which 
^Neynoe  faid  he  received  the  night  before  -he 
1^  went  to  France.  Bingley  told  your  Lordfhips, 
i.That  Neynoe  had  ajfured  him^  he  ufed  to  meet 
\Jhis  honourable  perfon  in  the  ft  able  yard  at  Chel- 
V  fea  ;  and,  the  errand  on  which  he  was  going  to 
\  France^  was,  to  difcover  fome  fecrets  relating  to 

*  cyphers,  which  he  would  have  ingaged  Bingley 
t  to  have  done  for  him  \  and  particularly,  to  get 
',-  them,  if  poflible,  out  of  Mr.  Kelly ;  Which ^  he  faid, 
i:  iould  he  obtain^  woidd  be  of  great  advantage  to  him, 

*  That  Neynoe  had  declared  to  him,  He  would  be 

*  even  with  Mr,  Kelly,  before  he  was  aware  of  it^  or 
f  words  to  that  effe6t  \  and  that  Mr.  Kelly  always 
t  fcemed  averfe   to  any  acquaintance  with  Mr. 

*  Neynoe,,  of  whom. he  entertained  a  mean  opinion. 
-?^,  That  Neynoeh  father  refufed  him  money,  which 
f-  makes  it  highly  probable  that  his  poverty  was 

,  *  the  occafion  of  his  villainy ;  and  that  when  he  was 
^r  -taken Tit  Beal^  he  had  declared  to  him,  Mr.Wal-= 
■f  I  pole  expcoled  to  fi?id  the  plot  about  him  \  and  fince 
/q  JfeWalpolc  could  not^  he  muft  make  one  for  him. 
^±^1  ^'  y  Neynoa 
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'  Neynoe  told  Binglcy,  That  this  honour  ahle  per  [on 
'  had  voiced  deftrutlion  to  the  BiJJjop  of  Rochefter, 
'  h  f^^y^^^Z->  ^^  would  pull  dozm  the  pride  of  this 
'  haughty  Prelate  \  which  is  fufficient  to  convince 
'  your    Lordfhips,    how    little   regard   ought   to 

*  be  had  to  the  hearfay  evidence  of  fo  falfe  a 
f  wretch. 

*  Mr.  Btngley  fays,  that  part  of  this  account  he  had 
^  given  to  the  Lords  of  the  council :  And  I  could 
'  have  wifhed,  that  this  examination  (as  well  as 
'  fome  others  to  the  fame  purpofe,)  had  been  laid 

*  before  the  Parliament. 

*  Mr.  Skeene^  who  isalfo  in  cuftody,  hasdepofed, 
^  that  he  lay  in  the  fame  houfe  with  Neynoe^  and 

*  had  fome  converfations  with  him.     That  Neynoe 

*  had  told  him.  What  he  had  faid  of  the  Bifhop  of 
'  Rochefter,  was  intirely  falfe.  And,  that  Mr.Wal- 

*  pole  had  offered  him  a  confiderahle  annuity  to  turn 

*  evidence  •,  and  had  given  him  infir unions  before  he 
'  was  called  in  to  the  Lords^  what  quefiions  would  be 

*  asked  him^  and  what  anfwers  he  fhould  make  ;  and 

*  threatened  him  with'^^vf^dXt  if  he  would  not  comply, 
'  Skeene  fays  farther.  That  Neynoe  fwore^  (and  I 

*  hope  the  Reverend  Bench  will,  in  fuch  cafe,  per- 

*  mit  me  to  repeat  the  words)  by  God,  there  were 
'  two  plots  \  one  of  Mr,  Walpole'j,  againft  the  pro- 
'  tejfing  Lords,  and  one  of  his  to  bite  Mr.  Walpole 

*  of  money,  and   this  feems  to  be  the  only  time, 

*  that  ever  Mr.  Neynoe  averred  any  thing  upon  oath. 
'  To  convince  the  world,  what  a  creature  x.\\\sNeynoe 

*  was,   he  tells  Skeene  farther.  That  once  at  Lord 

*  TownfhendV  office,  he  had  a  great  inclination  to 
'  have  flahhed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    He 

*  tells  you,  that  NeynoehdA  wrote  a  paper  to  declare, 
'  That  all  he  had  faid  of  Lord  Orrery  was  falfe. 

'  The  next  witnefs  was  Mr.  Stewart,  who  wa;s 

*  unfortunately  in  cuftody  when  A^^jy;/^^  was  brought 
^  to  town  from  Lieal.     Stewart  fays,  That  he  flept 
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^.  the  fecond  night  with  Neynoe.  That  Neynoe  had 
*.  told  him  what  he  had  faid  of  the  Bifloop^  wasfalfe  \ 

*  ^ndthat  Mr.Walpole  had  offered  him  a  great  fum 
t  of  money y  if  he  would  fw ear  to  what  he  faid^  and 
':  turn  evidence^  which  he  declared  he  could  not  do, 

*  "That  Mr.Walpole  had  taken  him  into  another  room 
'-  before  he  vjas  examined^  and  told  him  what  quejiions 

*  he  would  probably  be  asked,  and  what  anfwers  he 
*-  jhouldgive.  He  fays.  That  Neyyioe  told  him  alfo, 
'•  nat  he  had  like  to  have  killed  Mr.  Walpole,  and  fo 
'-  put  an  end  to  the  plot :  And  that  iVfr.  Walpole i?^i 

*  given  him  a  paper  of  dire5iions,  which  he  was  to 
*-  anfwer,  in  order  to  be  awitnefs  againil  the  proteff- 

*  ing  Lords.  .  As  a  confirmation  of  his  teftimony, 

*  Stewart  fays.  He  told  this  to  Mr.  Gordon  before 

*  Mr.  Neynoe  was  drowned,  and  to  Mr.  Kynafton 

*  before  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament. 

*  Mr.  Gordon  conSrms  this  part  of  his  evidence, 
«  and  afllires  your  Lordfhips,  that  he  had  heard  it 

*  from  Stezvart  before  the  death  of  Neynoe.     And 

*  Mr.  Kynajlon,  a  gentleman  of  an  undoubted  cha- 

*  ra6ter,  lately  a  member  of  Parliament  for  Shrewf 

*  bury.,  has  affu red  your  Lordfhips,  that  he  was  ac- 

*  quainted  with  Stewart's  account  of  Neynoe  before 

*  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament ;  and  adds  this  cir^ 
^  cumftance,  that  when  in  the  Appendix  he  faw  thofe 

*  fix  queftions  printed,  he  fhewed  them  to  Stewart^ 

*  who  feemed  rejoiced,  and  faid,  you  fee.,  Sir.,  what  I 

*  told  you  is  true.  Such  concurring  teftimonies  from 
'  perfons  kept  fo  feparate,  and  who  are  fpeaking 

*  againil  their  own  private  intereft,  mufl:  have  the 
^  greateft  weight,  and  muft  at  lead  prevent  any 
^  rational  and  impartial  perfon  from  giving  the  leaft 
'  credit  to  the  bare  hearfay  of  this  Philip  Neynoe. 

'  If  any  doubt  could  remain,  as  to  the  validity  of 
'  this  teftimony,  it  is  fufficiently  confirmed  by  the 
'  perfons  brought  to  difprove  it.  The  Chancellor 
^Qtth^  Exchequer  himfclf,  does  not  pretend  to  de- 
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*  ny  that  Neynoe  told  thefe  things,   but  only  adds 

*  other  circumflances  to  convince  you  of  Neynoe*s 
*:  villainy  ;  and  alTures  you,  that  at  the  time  he  was 

*  receiving  favours  from  him,  he  was  thoroughly 

*  convinced  he  intended  to  cheat  him,  which  was 
*-  the  occafion  of  his  being  apprehended.  He  owned 
'  the  tranfii6lions  between  them  before  Neynoe  went 

*  to  France^  and  particularly  the  money  mentioned 

*  by  Bingley^  which  are  proofs  ihit Neynoe  muft  have 

*  difclofed  thefe  fecrets,  fince  they  could  not  come 
'  from  Mr.  Walfole^  and  he  and  Neynoe  only  were 

*  privy  to  it.  Mr.  Wal-pole  has  fhewn  yowr  Lord- 
'  fbips  the  foul  draught  of  the  queflions  mentioned 
'  by  Stewart  •,  and  when   he  denies  that  part  of 

*  Neynoe\  declaration   relating  to  the  inftrudlions 

*  given  him  before  the  examinations,  he  owns,  he 

*  was  twice  alone  with  him  ;  once  the  firft  night  of 

*  his  being  brought  to  town,  and  the  fecond  time, 

*  when  he  gave  him  the  paper  of  diredlions,  which 

*  might  be  foundation  enough  {ox  Neynoe  to  frame 

*  fo  notorious  a  falfehood.  ' 

'  The  witnefles  brought  by  the  counfel  for  the 

*  bill,  to  the  chara6ter  of  Mr.  Bingley^  feem'd  rather 

*  to  confirm  it  than  otherwife  ;  and  all  agree,  rhey 
'  never  heard  any  thing  againfl  his  morality. 

*  They  indeed  have  faid,  he  bore  the  chara6ter  of 
'  a  Jacobite  ;  and   fuflfered  for  having  difperfed  a 

*  libel  :  But  Mr.  Baron  Gilbert^  who  was  his  Judge 

*  when  that  punifhment  was  inflicted  on  him,  has 
'  told  your  Lordfhips,  that  his  private  life  was  not 

*  vilified  at  his  trial,  and  that  neither  perjury  or 
'  forgery  was  ever  laid  to  his  door.    Tho'  the  pu- 

*  nifhment  he  fuffered  was  the  pillory,  yet  it  is  the 
'  crime,  and  not  the  punifhment,  that  makes  the 

*  ignominy,  and  for  this  I  can  appeal  to  the  learned 

*  Judges.     In  order  to  deflroy  the  evidence  of  Mr. 

*  Skeene,  they  produced  one  Fancier^  who  tells  yoii> 
'  that  Skeem  had  revealed  many  fecrets  to  him  re- 

*  lating  to  the  plot  5  and  particularly  of  a  military 

'  cheft^ 
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*  cheftv'Which  was  colleded  to  carry  on  thefe  fup- 

'  pofed  defigns,  and  fupport  the  Jacobites, But  I 

'  prefume  every  body  who  heard  the  two  perfons  at 

*  the  bar,  could  not  but  remark  the  fteadinefs  with 
'  which  Mr.  Skeene  denied  thefe  afleverations,  and 
'  the  confufion  with  which  the  other  affirmed  them. 
'  Mr.  Pander  feemed  to  drop  fomething  which  in- 

/  *  tirely  deftroys  any  credit  that  could  be  given  to 

^   i^  him,  by  faying,  that  he  had  owned  to  Mr.  Skeene^ 

.*  that  he  was  a  friend  to  this  adminiftration ;  and 

V*  yet  has  fworn,  that  after  fuch  a  declaration,  Skeene 

'  had  ftill  perfifted  in  his  ftory,  and  revealed  fome 

*  part  of  this  intelligence  to  him.    How  far  this  is 

*  probable,  your  Lordfhips  are  the  beft  Judges. 
:» '  Mr.  P^;/a>r  goes  farther,  and  tells  you,  that  part 
ly  of  this  converfation  happened  in  St.  Jameses,  park, 
^y*  in  the  prefence  of  one  Dufour,_  This  Bufour  was 
'.*  in  the  hands  of  the  government^  and  I  can't  con- 
..^  ceive  why  v/e  have  never  feen  him  or  his  depo- 

;*  fitions,  when  it  would  have  been  fo  eafy  to  have 
f^,  *  brought  this  corroborating  witnefs  to  Mr.  Pan- 

*  a>r'3  teftimony.     I  can't  but  think,  that  the  not 

*  producing  this  man's  evidence,  is  a  ftrong  cir- 
'  cumftance  to  convince  your  Lordfhips  he  did  not 
'  agree  in  the  fame  ftory  with  Mr.  Pancier.  They 
'  alfo  produced  Skeene*  s  attainder  for  the  P  reft  on 
y  f-ebdlion  :  But  there  have  been  many  afe  of  grace 
^  fince,  fo  that  he  is  capable  of  being  an  evidence  •, 
'  and  there  has  nothing  appeared  to  traduce  his 
'  charafter  as  a  man  of  morals. 

'  In  order  to  fliew  your  Lordfhips,  that  Neynoe 
'  could  not  poflibly  make  thefe  confeffions  to  Mr. 
'  Skeene  and  ^Iw. Stewart^  the  counfel  for  the  bill^ 

*  maintain,  that  they  will  prove  Neynoe  and  the 
^  prifoners  were  not  together  after  the  firll  nights 
VThis  would  be  very  material,  but  I  think  ic  ap- 

*  pears,  by  the  proofs  brought  to  fupport  this  afier- 
* ,  uon,  that  they  frequently  have  converfed  one  with 

;  t.-^^nother.     The  firll  witnefs  they  called,  was  Mr. 

'  Craifford 
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*  Crawford  the  MefTcnger,  in  whofe  houfc  the  prl- 

*  foners  were  in  cuftody ;  and,  I  can't  but  fay,  ic 
*•  feems  very  odd,  they  Should  bring  a  man  to  fwear 

:*  he  had  done  his  duty  :  He  has  told  your  Lord- 

*^^  fhips,  that  Lord  Tow}ipend  had  given  him  orders, 

'  that  Neynoe  fliould  be  clofe  confined  j  and  if,  after 

*  that,  it  fhould  appear,  that  he  had  neglcded  fuch 
^*  directions,  there  is  no  queftion  but  that  he  inftant- 

*  ly,  and  defervedly,  would  have  been  removed  out 
:  '  of  his  imployment.  This  MefTcnger,  in  this  fi- 
*^^  tuation,  tells  you,  that  after  the  firft  night,  they 

*  never  converfed,  to  the  bed  of  his  knowledge. 
i-^  That  Mr.  Skeene  called  Neynoe  a  rogue  of  an  in- 

'*  former  •,  and  fpoke  in  very  hard  terms  of  him  ; 

*  which  I,  indeed,  think  it  appears  the  fellow  well 
'  deferved.     Crawford  fays,  that  Mr.  Neynoe  had 

*  fome  paper,  two  Iheets  of  which  he  found  mifling. 

*  He  like  wife  fwears,  that  Mr.  Stewart  lay  upon  the 

*  ftairs  ;  and  owns,  he  had  at  that  time  two  fervant- 

*  maids.  Mrs.  Crawford^  his  mother,  fwears, 
'  that  the  prifoners  were  never  together :  That  fhe 
^  kept  the  keys  of  the  rooms  herfelf,   but  ufed  to 

*  fend  up  the  maid,  Hannah  Wright^  with  the  din- 
'  ner.— Your  Lordfhips  will  obfervc,  that  both  this 
'  woman  and  her  fon,    fwear  to  the  beft  of  their 

*  knowledge  only,   and  are  far  from  pofitive  wit- 

*  nefTes.  Hannah  Wright^  when  fhe  was  firil  called, 
'  fpoke  in  the  fame  language  with  them,   tho'  fhe 

*  afterwards  recolle6ted  herfelf  better.  When  the 
'  Bifhop  came  to  rejoin,   Francis  Wood^   Thomas 

*  JVood^  and  Mr.  Ruffel  feverally  fay,  that  this 
'  Hannah  Wright  had  declared  to  them,  that  fhe  ufed 
'  to  let  the  prifoners  converfe  together  whenever  fhe 

*  had  an  opportunity,  which  was  when  Mr.  Craw- 
^  ford  and  his  Mother  were  out  of  the  way  •,  and  that 

*  fhe  ufed  to  fland  upon  the  itairs,  and  give  notice 
'  when  any  perfon  came,  that  they  might  retire 

*  into  their  feveral  rooms.     And  the  other  maid, 

*  whofe  name  is  Chrijiian^  has  depofcd,  that  Hannah 


*  gavi 
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gave  the  key  of  Neynoe^s  room  to  Stewart^  and 
feveral  times  defired  Stewart  to  go  up  to  him,  and 
that  they  were  together  an  hour  or  more.  And  when 
Hannah  was  called  a  fecond  time,  fhe  owned  flie 
was  turned  away  for  fufpicion  of  having  helped 
Neynoe  in  his  efcape  ;  that  fhe  has  left  Skeeneh  door 
open,  who  lay  near  Neynoe  ;  and  that  there  was 
a  large  hole  in  Neynoe's  door  through  which  they 
might  converfe.  She  faid,  that  Neynoe  gave  her 
a  paper,  which  fhe  was  to  convey  for  him,  but  that 
it  was  taken  out  of  her  bofom,  and  burnt  by  one 
of  the  prifoners.  When  Mr.  Stewart  faid,  that 
he  fat  upon  Neynoeh  bed  the  fecond  night,  and 
lay  in  the  garret  where  there  was  a  partition,  but 
a  communication  between  them,  Hannah  {dJid^  fhe 
could  not  be  pofitive  to  that,  but  believes  it  true. 
Mr.  Crawford^  when  he  was  called  to  that  point, 
according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  denies  it  to  the 
beft  of  his  knowledge.  Your  Lordfhips  will  now 
judge,  whether  the  greatefl  credit  is  to  be  given 
to  the  belief  of  aMeflenger  and  his  mother,  who 
are  fwearing  that  they  did  their  duty ;  or,  to  the 
pofitive  02iihso^  Skeene,  Stewart  ^Gordon  ^  Kynajlon^ 
Francis  Wood^  Thomas  Wood^  Rujfel  and  Chriftian^ 
confirmed  by  the  confefTion  of  Hannah  Wright^ 
when  fhe  came  to  be  crofs  examined  and  confront- 
ed. This  concludes  what  has  appeared  at  the 
bar,  relating  to  Mr.  Neynoe  and  his  tranfadions, 
and  I  am  pretty  certain,  every  impartial  body 
mufl  agree  with  me,  that  fo  far  from  giving  the 
leafl  credit  to  what  he  fays,  there  have  appeared 
fuch  circumflances  in  the  tranfadions  which  are 
now  come  to  light,  that  mufl  make  the  greatefl 
caution  neceffary,  before  we  believe  any  other 
part  of  the  charge.  Your  Lordfhips  will  take  no- 
tice, that  Mr.  Crawford  confefTes  Mr.  Neynoe  had 
the  ufe  of  paper,  and  found  two  fheets  miffing ; 
and  Hannah  IVright  owns  fhe  had  a  paper  from 
him,  which  was  burnt  by  one  of  the  prifoners. 

*  This 
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^  This,  my  Lord?,  undoubtedly  was  the  paper  rc- 

*  Jating  to  Lord  Ormy,   mcjuioncd   by  Skeene  in 
his  Evidence. 

'  I  am  now  coming  to  the  great  and  only  foun- 

*  dation  remaining  to  lupport  this  bill  :  If  Neynoe's 

*  hearfliy,  is  not  to  be  believed,  which  is  the  proof 

*  that  was  offered  to  fliew,  that  Mr.  Kelly  was  the 
'  Bifliop's  Secretary,  and  ufed  to  write  for  him  -,  and 
'  particularly,  that  the  Bilhop  direded  three  letters, 
'  which  were  wrote  in  Kelly's  hand,  and  tranfmitted 
'  to  France  under  cover  to  Monfieur  Gordon  leFils. 

*  Every  body  muft  agree,  that  unlefs  the  dictating 
'  of  thefe  letters  be  clearly  proved,  the  Biihop  ought 
'  to  be  acquitted  -,  and  when,  hereafter,  this  great 
'  affliir  comes  to  be  canvalTed  by  pofterity,  it  will 
'  ftand  or  fall  as  this  tad  fliall  be  ftrongly  made  ap- 
'  pear.  They  firft  read  Plunket's  cypher,  and  Mr. 
'  /^^«r^^?V/^attefts  it  to  be  his  hand-writing.    When 

*  this  piece  of  evidence  was  offered,  people  were  at 
'  a  lofs  to  know  what  they  intended  to  make  of  it, 
<  and  little  thought,  that  they  fhould  be  drove  to 
'  make  ufe  oHJackfon^  ftanding  for  the  Pretender  in 
'  that  cypher,  to  fhew  that  the  letter  diredted  to 
'  7^f^y^;^(oneof  the  three  beforc-mention'd  affirmed 
'  to  be  didated  by  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefier  to  Mr. 
'  Kelly)  was  to  the  Pretender  ;  I  Ihall  take  notice  of 
'  this  extraordinary  proceeding  when  I  come  tocon- 
'  fider  thofe  letters.  I  fhall  only  fay  now,  that  were 
^  Mr.  Plunket^s  correfpondence  to  be  regarded,  the 
'  plot  is  of  a  very  deep  nature,  for  he  has  had  the 
'  impudence  to  infmuate  the  mofl  ridiculous  afper- 
'  fions  againft  the  greatell  nien  among  us.  Three 
'  of  his  letters  were  read  out  of  cypher,  in  two  of 
'  which  Mr.  Johnfon  is  named  -,  that  is  Mr.  Kelly  ; 
'  but  neither  Mr.  Kelly ^  or  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter 
'  are  allowed  places  in  his  cypher,  and  confequent- 
'  ly  were  not  in  an  affociation  with  him.  Johnfon 
^  is  only  fpokeof  by  Plunket^  when  he  is  mention* 
^  ing  domeftic  news,  and  in  no  other  manner  than 

Vol.  IX.  C?  "      '  '  might 
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*  might  be  in  every  nev/s  letter  that  went  by  the 

*  general-poft.  In  order  to  Ihew  that  the  three  let- 
^  ters  fent  uAder  cover  to  Mr.  Gordon  le  Filsy  were 

*  Mr.  Kelly's  hand-writing,  which  they  very  jiiflly 
'  thought  was  neceffary  to  be  made  appear  before 

*  they  proved  that  theBilhop  was  concerned  in  them ; 

*  they  produced  a  letter  of  the  20th  of  Auguft^ 

*  which  a  Clerk  of  the  Pofl-office  fwears  was  ftopt 

*  at  the  general  Poft-office.     To  convince  us  this 

*  letter  is  Mr.  Kenya's  writing,  Hutchins  the  MefTen- 

*  ger  fays,   to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge,  it  is  Mr. 

*  Kelly's  hand ;  and  at  the  fame  time  owns,  he  never 
^  faw  him  write  till  after  his  commitment,  and  then 
'  he  flood  by  him  while  he  wrote  two  letters,  one  to 

*  Lord  Townjhend^  the  other  to  Mr.  Delafaye ;  thofe 

*  letters  were  produced  at  the  bar,  and  therefore  eve- 

*  ry  Lord  in  the  houfe  is  as  good  a  Judge  of  the  fi- 

*  militude  as  the  MefTenger,  who  has  lately  been  re- 
'  llored  into  favour,  on  what  account  I  cannot  tell. 
'  If  yiv. Kelly ^  during  his  confinement,  counterfeit- 

*  ed  and  difguifed  his  hand,  then  the  Meflenger's 

*  evidence  can't  be  of  any  weight ,  and  if  he  wrote 

*  as  ufual,  then  every  perfon  is  equally  capable  of 

*  framing  an  opinion  of  it  who  fees  the  three  letters. 
^  The  nextwitnefs  is  iVf^/(?;2^,who  fwears,  he  has  feen 

*  him  diredl  letters,  but  can't  tell  how  long  fmce  he 
^  faw  him  write,  nor  how  often.    The  perfons  whq 

*  contradid:  this  evidence  are  fo  pofitive,  fo  clear, 

*  and  fo  concurring  in  their  teftimony,that  no  doubt 

*  can  rife  upon  it.   Mr.  S^ngley^  when  he  was  fhewn 

*  this  letter,  fwears  it  is  not  like  his  hand- writing. 

*  Mr.  Brown^  a  peruke-maker,    well  acquainted 

*  with  his  writing,  when  he  was  fhewn  the  letter  of 

*  the  20th  of  Auguft^  and  the  date  of  it  hid,  by  the 

*  counfel  for  the  bill  (fo  that  he  could  not  know 

*  what  paper  it  was  before  him)  fwears  it  is  not  his 
'  hand- writing  :  When  the  letter  to  Delafaye  was 

*  produced,  he  declared^  that  was  his  hand- writing  i 

'  When 
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When  another  paper  was  fliewn,  (I  think  it  was 
the  marriage  articles)  he  laid,  that  was  more  like 
his  hand-writing  than  that  of  the  20th  o'i  Auguft^ 
but  he  did  not  believe  it  was  wrote  by  him;  and 
when  they  queltioned  him  upon  the  letter  to  Lord 
Toivnfljerid^  he  fwore  it  was  Mr.  Kelly^s  hand-wri- 
ting. Mr.  Pickerings  who  had  occafion  to  know 
Mr.  Kelly's,  hand,  having  lent  him  fome  money, 
and  received  feveral  notes  and  letters  from  him 
during  that  tranfadlion,  does  agree  with  Mr.  Brown 
in  every  particular, and  moft  minute  circumftanceij 
which  is  a  clear  and  evident  proof,  that  this  letter 
of  the  20th  Q>{Augujt^  was  not  wrote  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
The  difference,  which  they  tell  your  Lordlhips, 
they  obferve  between  the  cut  of  the  letters  in  that 
of  the  20th  of  Atiguft  and  the  others,  is,  that  one 
is  longer  and  ilraiter,  the  other  wider  and  fhorter, 
which  is  obvious  to  any  body  that  will  look  on 
both,  and  is  a  confirmation  of  their  veracity.  The 
profecutors  of  the  plot  might  have  proved  this 
better,  and  not  have  been  driven  to  the  teftimony 
of  a  MefTenger  to  fupport  this  great  foundation  of 
their  charge.  Jt  is  notorious  what  fearch  they 
have  made  for  evidence  of  all  kinds  -,  and  as  Mr. 
Kelly  was  educated  in  a  College,  they  might  eafily 
have  found  credible  witnefTes  to  that  point,  ifthofe 
letters  had  been  wrote  by  him.  Jn  the  cafe  of 
fmiilitude  of  hands,  when  it  has  been  the  moft 
clearly  and  pofitively  proved,  as  on  the  trial  of 
Colonel  Sidney^  it  has  been  efteemed  to  be  cruel, 
that  a  man  ihoald  be  convi6led  on  fuch  kind  of 
evidence  •,  and  the  attainder  of  that  unfortunate 
gentleman  was  reverfed  for  that  reafon.  In  Sidney's 
trial,  his  bankers  fwore,  they  ufed  to  pay  bills 
drawn  by  him  in  the  hand- writing  they  were 
Ihewn,  and  no  perfons  could  contradict  them  j 
and  yet  the  fentence  againft  him  was  a  great  ble- 
mifh  to  that  reign.  The  great  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
C  2  '  Holl:, 
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'  Holt^  in  the  cafe  of  Crosby^  refufed  to  admit  it ; 
'  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Bury^  on  Francia'^ 

'  trial,  followed  that  example.  At  prefent,  there 
'  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  Mr.  Kelly^s  hand, and  there 
'  is  pofitive  proof  that  it  is  not. — Therefore,  we  who 

^  Jive  under  fo  equitable,  juft,  and  happy  a  govern- 

*  ment,  can  never  c©nvid:  a  man,  in  thefe  days  of 

*  liberty,  on  fuch  infufficient  conjectures. 

*  They  next  produced  the  three  letters,  which, 

*  they  would  infinuate,  were  wrote  by  Kelly ^  and 

*  dictated  by  the  Bifhop,  and  which  were  fworn  by 

*  the  Clerks  of  the  Poft-office,  to  have  been  flopt 
'  going  to  France.  The  Bifhop  defired  to  examine 

*  them  relating  to  thefe  letters  being  detained,  and 
^  would  fain  have  known  who  took  them  out  of 
'  the  mail ;  this  he  thought  was  proper  for  him  to 
^  demand,  fince  he  feemed  to  infinuate,  that  he 
'  queftionedtheirever  having  been  in  the  Poft-office. 

*  But  your  Lordfhips  would  not  fuffer  any  inquiry 

*  to  be  made  on  this  head,  and  voted  it  inconjiftent 
'  with  the  public  fafety^  and  unnecejfary  for  the  defence 

*  of  the  prifoner^  to  permit  any  farther  quejlions  to  be 
'  asked  in  relation  to  this  important  affair.    Thefe 

*  honeft  gentlemen,  the  Clerks  of  the  Poft-office, 

*  have  depofed  farther,  that  the  papers  produced, 

*  are  true  copies  of  the  originals  detained  by  them  -, 
'  tho'  at  the  fame  time,  they  confefs,  they  never  ex- 
'  amined  them  after  they  had  copied  them.  They 
'  pofitively  fwore  farther,  that  the  originals  were 
'  ofthefamehandwiththeletterofthe2othof^i5if§'/^, 

*  tho'  they  affirm  this  barely  upon  memory,  never 

*  having  mark'd  any  letter  in  order  to  know  it  again ; 

*  and  one  of  them  declared  upon  oath,  that  he  did 

*  not  believe  there  could  be  fuch  an  imitation  of 
^  Kellyh  hand  as  could  deceive  him,  tho'  the  whole 

*  houfc  agrees,  that  hands  may  be  counterfeited  fo 

*  as  to  deceive  the  men  that  wrote  them.  They 
^  ©wn^they  never  compared  two  original  letters  be- 

'  tween 
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'  tween  the  24th  o^  Augufi  and  20th  of  April ^  tho* 
'  they  might  have  ftopt  a  letter  one  pod,  without 
'  prejudice  to  the  government,  in  order  to  be  more 

*  certain  in  their  evidence.  Thus,  fhould  this  bill 
'  pafs,  this  great  man  muft  fall  by  the  dependence 
'  this  Houfe  muft  have  on  the  memory  of  thefe 

*  Clerks.     Mr.  Lewis^  who  has  long  ferved  in  the 

*  Secretary's  office,  tells  us,  that  frequently  letters 

*  and  feals  ufed  to  be  counterfeited ;  and  in  a  more 

*  particular  manner,  by  one  Brocket^  who  excelled 
'  fo  much  in  this  art,  that  he  has  cheated  many  per- 
'  fons,  and  has  fo  far  deceived  them,  that  they  have 

*  not  known  his  copy  from  their  own  originals. 

'  When  thefe  letters,  thus  attefted,  came  to  be 

*  read,  they  are  in  cypher,  fo  that  it  muft  again  de- 
*•  pend  on  the  honefty  of  a  decypherer,  before  they 
'  can  poITibly  be  made  treafonable.     Mr.  PFillsd^- 

*  clares,  they  were  truly  decyphered  according  to 

*  the  beft  of  his  judgment  and  fkill  ;  and  that  the 
'  number  1378,  v/hich  is  fubfcribed  to  the  third 
'  letter  direded  to  Jack/on^  ftands  for  the  letter  R. 
'  But  when  fome  Lords  afked  him  a  queftion,which 
'  perhaps,  had  he  anfwered,  might  have  proved 

*  him  to  be  under  a  miftake  ;  he  refufes  to  give  an 
'  anfwer,  either  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  for 
'  fear  of  revealing  his  art.  Your  Lordfhips  thought 
'  proper  to  prevent  any  farther  crofs-examinationof 
'  this  gentleman,  by  a  refolution.  Mr.  ff^ills  fays, 
'  He  fhewed  thefe  letters  decyphered  to  my  Lord 
'  Town/bend  before  he  communicated  them  to  Mr. 
^  CorHere^  who  is  a  Clerk  in  the  Secretary's  office, 
'  and  then  he  fays,  that  Mr.  Corhiere  and  he  agreed. 
'  Before  thefe  letters  can  yet  prejudice  the  Biihop, 

'  the  cant  names  in  them  muft  be  explained,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  key  which  the  profecutors  of  the 
'  plot  have  made  •,  and  in  order  to  it,  we  muft  be- 
'  lieve,that  Jackfon  ftands  for  the  Pretender,becaufe 

*  Mr.  Plunket  gave  him  that  title  in  his  cypher. 
'  Can  there  be  a  greater  abfurdity  than  to  imagine  a 

C  3  *  perfoa^ 
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^  perfon  of  the  Bifhop  ofRocbefier^s  capacity,  fhould 

*  borrow  a  name  of  that  confequence,  from  fo  infig- 

*  nificant  a  wretch  ^sPhinket^  who  it  does  not  ap- 

*  pear  ever  Hiw  him  ?    Indeed,  the  counfel  for  the 

*  bill  did  not  read  thefe  letters  againft  the  Bifhop, 

*  fmce  they  had  noproof  of  hisdidatingof  them,and 

*  they  were  only  read  on  account  of  the  general  con- 

*  fpiracy.      I  mud  obferve,  it  was  a  great  artifice  of 

*  thefe  learned  gentle  men,  whenever  there  was  apiece 

*  of  evidence  to  which  thcBifliop  objecled,they  con- 

*  ilantly  pretended,  they  produced  it  to  the  plot  in 

*  general  ♦,  for  they  knew  it  could  not  be  admitted 

*  againft  the  reverfend  Prelate  »,  but  yet  when  they 

*  came  to  fom  up,  they  applied  them  to  this  particu- 

*  lar  cafe  ;  which  is  not  agreeable  to  that  candour 
^  that  is  necefiliry  on  fuch  occafions.  If  your  Lord- 
'  fhips  fhould  be  of  opinion,  that  Kelly  wrote  them  5. 

*  thatthey  were  ftoppedatthePoft-oflice;  that  they 

*  were  duly  copied  ;  that  they  were  truly  decyphered, 
'  and  the  cant  names  explained;  yet  ftill  this  cannot 

*  afFed  the  Billiop,  unlefs  it  be  fixed  upon  him  that 
'  he  diftated  them  :  Two  of  them  were  figned  Jones 

*  and  Illington^  and  to  induce  your  Lordlhips  to  be- 

*  lieve  the  Bifliop  was  guilty,  as  they  affirmed,  they 

*  endeavour  to  prove  thofe  names  muft  denote  him, 

*  And,  in  order  to  it^  they  read  fome  letters,  affirm- 
'  ed  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Poft- 

*  office,  to  be  his  hand-writing ;  but  firfl  they  read 
'  a  cypher  taken  upon  Mr.  Dennis  Kelly ^  and  fwoni 
'  by  the  y[Q,^cu^twHut chins  to  be  v/rote  by  George 
'  Kelly.  I  can  obferve  nothing  upon  this  cypher,  but 

*  that  the  Bifhop  of  Rocbejler  is  not  mentioned  in  it^ 
*       '  which  feems  very  extraordinary^  and  is  not  a  proof 

*  of  the  reverend  Prelate's  being  ingaged  in  a  con- 
'  fpiracy.  The  letters  they  read  of  Mr.  Kelly^  are  of 

*  no  moment,  and  are  only  calculated  to  fix  the  name 

*  oi'j ones  d,nd  Tiling^ on  upon  the  Bifliop.    They  give 

*  an  account  of  hisLady's  death,  theBifhop's  own  ill- 

*  nefs,  his  going  to  and  from  Bromley ;  and  in  fome  of 

'  tlienv 
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'  them,  the  dog  Harlequin  is  mentioned.  It  feems 
'  repugnant  to  rcaibn,  that  in  a  trcafonable  correl- 
'  pondence  ot  this  importance,  a  gentleman  fhould 
'  venture  his  life  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of 
'  one  perfon's  private  affair,  and  entertain  his  friends 
'  abroad  with  no  other  bufinefs  in  fuch  a  tradt  of 
'  time.  In  the  letters  directed  to  Mr.  Andrews  at 
'  the  dog  and  duck^  which  are  proved  to  have  been 
'  received  by  Mr.  Kelly ^  Jones  and  Illington  are  not 
'  named,  and  thofe  in  which  we  find  them,  were 
'  fuch  as  pafled  through  the  Poft-office,  and  were 
'  attefted  J  ike  thofe  under  cover  to  Gordon  le  Fils, 
'  It  is  not  likely,  that  in  a  tranfadion  of  fo  fecreta 
'  nature,  Mr.  Kelly  fhould  take  fuch  pains  to  give 
'  fuch  adefcription  as  might  give  the  lead  room  for 

*  a  fufpicion  that  theBifhop  was  concerned;    much 

*  lefs  to  have  mentioned  fo  many  particulars,  as  it 

*  may  be  fuggefted  he  has  done,  if  there  could  be 
'  any  pofTibility  of  wrefling  the  meaning  o^  Jones 

*  and  Illington^  and  interpreting  of  them  to  mean 

*  theBifhop.  PFi I li am  f Food ^th^Bifhoip^sco^ichmsLn, 

*  is  brought  to  prove  the  particular  times  of  the  Bi- 

*  fhop's  being  in  or  out  of  town,  in  order  to  fhew, 

*  that  they  agree  with  the  times  mentioned  of  J^;/^.? 

*  and  Illington  in  the  intercepted  correfpondence  ; 

*  and  he  refrefhes  his  memory  by  a  book  of  memo- 

*  randums,  which  might  have  been  deflroyed,  if  it 

*  had  been  apprehended  by  the  Bifhop's  friends, 

*  that  fuch  evidence  could  affed"  him.    What  they 

*  next  attempt,  was  to  fhew  that  the  dog  brought  o- 
'  ver  by  Mr.  Kelly  from  France^  and  which  Mrs. 

*  Barnes  fwears,  that  he  once  told  her  was  for  the 
*■  Bifhop  of  Rochefter^  was  a  flrong  circumftance  to 

*  fix  the  name  of  Illington  on  theBifllop.  Mrs. Barnesy 

*  who  is  under  the  cuftody  of  a  mefTenger,  is  the  on- 
'  ly  witnefs  to  this  point,  and  what  flie  fays,  is  only 

*  hearfay  from  Kelly  :  She  owns  that  Kelly  never  told 
'  her  fo  but  once,  and  that  was  when  fhe  thought  to 

*  have  kept  it  for  herfelf :  And,  indeed,  it  might  be 

C  4  *  barely 


^4  Parliamentary    A.  1723. 

*  barely  an  excufe  to  prevent  his  parting  with  it, 

*  for  he  had  promifed  to  bring  her  fuch  a  prefent 
*•  before  he  went  to  France.  She  owns,  that  to  her 
'  knowledge,   the  Bifhop  never  faw  the  dog,  nor 

*  fent  any  mcillige  about  it,  which  feems  to  be  very 

*  extraordinary,  that  if  this  prefent  was  of  fuch  great 
'  confequence,  he  fhould  not  have  had  curiofity  e- 

*  nough,  atleafl,  to  fee  it:  An  affidavit  was  read 
'  from  Be?'mingbam^  a  furgeon  in  P^w,  which  fays,. 
'  that  he  gave  this  dog  to  Mr.  Kell)\  fovMrs. Barnes. 
'  It  is  proper  to  obferve  another  great  improbabi- 

*  lity,  which  is,  in  a  letter  wrote  a  few  days  after 
'  the  death  of  the  Bifliop's  lady,  it  is  faid,Mr.////?/^- 
'  ton  was  in  great  tribulation  for  the  Jofs  of  poor 
'  Harlequin  i  and  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  at  a  time 
'  when  the  Bifhop  was  in  afflidion  for  the  death  of 
'  his  wife,  he  fliould  indecently  difcover  fo  much 
'  grief  for  fuch  a  trifle  ?  I  think  this  is  fufficient  to 
'  convince  any  perfon  whatfoever,  that  this  corref- 
'  pondence  is  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.  Mrs. 
'  Barnes  has  told  your  LordlTiips,    that   Mr.  Kelly 

*  came  from  France  the  nth  o^  April, 

'  I  am  now  come  to  the  only  piece  of  evidence 

*  that  feems  particularly  levelled  at  the  Bifhop  : 
'  Which  is,  the  proof  that  has  been  given  of  the 
'  did:ating  thofe  letters;  and  unlefs  this  be  clearly 
'  and  plainly  made  appear,   I  cannot  conceive  that 

*  any  thing  can  be  laid  to  this  prelate's  charge.  Un- 

*  lefs  it  is  evident,  that  the  Bifliop  did  dictate  as  al- 
'  ledged,  I  cannot  think  any  of  your  Lordfhips  can 

*  vote  him  guilty  according  to  the  rules  of  juflice  ; 

*  for  no  man  is  fafe  either  in  his  life,  liberty,  or  for- 
'  tune,  if  he  may  be  deprived  of  either,  on  account 
'  of  a  correfpondence,  in  which  it  does  not  appear 
'  he  was  concerned.  Tho'  your  Lordfhips  fhould  fo 
'  far  credit  the  precarious  evidence,  at  your  bar,  as 
'  to  believe  that  Jones  and  Illington  flood  for  the  Bi- 

*  fhop  of  Rocbe/ier ;  yet,  unlefs  it  is  plain,  that  it 
^  was  with  his  privity,  it  is  certainl)  impoifible  this 

'  bill 
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*  bill  fhould  pafs'i  and  if  it  fhould,  it  will  hereafter 
'  be  in  the  power  of  any  two  Men,  one  at  home, 
'  and  one  abroad,  to  ruin  the  mod  innocent  perfon, 
'  by  entering,  without  his  knowledge,  into  a  cor- 

*  refpondence  of  this  nature,  jf  the  being  named 
'  in  treafonable  letters,  be  a  crime,  though  it  does 

*  not  appear  it  was  with  the  privity  of  fuch  per- 

*  fons,  I  will  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips,  how  far 
'  men  of  the  greatefl  zeal  to  the  prefent  eftablifh- 

*  ment,  are  to  be  affeded  by  Mr.  Plunkef^  infinu- 

*  ations.  No  man  ought  to  fufFer  for  the  fuggef- 
'  tions  of  another  perfon,  unlefs  it  appears  he  has 
'  given  great  foundation  for  them.  And  in  this 
'  cafe,  would  it  not  be  moll  extraordinary  and  mofl 

*  unjuft,  to  punifh  this  reverend  prelate,  for  a 
'  crime  which  there  is  no  proof  he  ever  commit- 

*  ted?  I  mean,  the  dilating  of  thefe  letters.   And 

*  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  unfortunate  circum- 
'  fiances  of  his  affairs  has  furnifhed  him  with 
'  means  of  fhewing,  beyond  contradidlion,  that  he 
'  could  not  be  concerned  in  the  letters  of  the  20th 
'  of  Aprils  that  for  a  confiderable  time  before,  he 
'  could  not  fee  Mr.  Kelly  ;  and   that  there  never 

*  was  an  intimacy  between  them  ;  then  my  Lords, 
'  I  hope,  every  man  who  gives  his  vote  for  the  re- 
'  jecling  this  bill,  has  the  ftrongefl  evidence  of  his 

*  fide  to  fupport  his  opinion  ;  and  need  not  be 

*  afraid  or  afhamed  to  own  it  here,  or  any  where 
'  elfe. 

'  This  part  of  the  evidence  being  of  great  con- 

*  fequence,  I  mufl   beg  your  Lordfhips  attention 

*  whilfl  I  recapitulate  the  heads  of  it  as  clearly  and 
'  diflin6lly,  as   pofTibly  I  can.     The  firfl  witnefs 

*  they  called,  was  Flower^  a  chairman,  who  fwears, 
'  that  he  carried  Kelly  twice  or  thrice  to  the  dean- 

*  ary  ;  but  that  the  Bifhop  was  never  at  home,  and 

*  confequently  did  not  fee  him.  His  partner  fwore, 
'  he  carried  him,  with  Floijoer^  one  of  thofe  times. 

*  The  next  perfon  produced,  was  a  porter,  one 

'  Vanlear, 
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'  Vmlear^  who  depofed,  that  he  went  about  Chrift- 
'  mas  was  twelve  month,  twice,  with  mcfTages 
'  from    Kelly  to   the  Bifhop  ;  the  laft   of  which 

*  times,  he  carried  fome  Beaver  ilockings ;  that  the 

*  Bifhop  fent  for  him  up  flairs,  gave  his  fervice  to 
'  Mr.  Johnfon^  and  thanked  him  for  his  prefent. 

*  Mrs.  Kilburn^  at  whofe  houfe  Mr,  Kelly  lodged, 
^  fays,  that  once  a  fervant  came  from  the  Bifhop, 
'  to  know  how  Mr.  Johnfon  did,  and  was  forry  he 
'  could  not  have  his  company  at  dinner.  William 
'  V/ood  the  Bifhop's  coachman,  fays,  he  once  flop- 

*  ped  in  Bury-ftreet^  but  does  not  know  for  v/hat ; 
'  and  that  the  Bifhop  fent  a  fervant  fomewhere, 

*  who  prefently  returned.    And,  Lloyd^  who  keeps 

*  the  Star  and  Garter  in  Palace-Tard  has  told  us, 

*  that  Neynoe  once  came  to  his  houfe,  and  told  him, 

*  he  flaid   for  an  ingenious  Gentleman,  who  was 

*  gone  to  the  Bifhop  of  Rochejier^s  houfe.     This  is 

*  all  the  proof  they  offered  of  this  intimacy,  from 
'  which  they  would  infer,  that  the  Bifhop  didated 

*  thefe  letters,  and  is  confequently  guilty  of  the 

*  crimes  laid  to  his  charge. 

'  If  your  Lordfhips  confider  what  was  produc- 

*  ed  on  the  other  fide,   1  am  fure  you  mufl  agree 

*  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  affertion.  Mrs. 
'  Kilburn  denies,  to  the  befl  of  her  knowledge, 

*  that  the  Bifhop  ever  came  to  her  houfe,  or  that 
'  his  coach  ever  flopped  there,  or  ever  was  fent 

*  for  Kelly,     That  Kelly  did  not  go  out  of  town, 

*  from  the  time  he  came  from  France,,  'till  he  was 

*  taken  up,  the  19th  o^  May,,  and  never  lay  out 
'  of  her  houfe  one  night.  This  was  confirmed 
'  by  her  maid  Anne  Ellis,     Mrs.  Barnes  fays,  fhe 

*  never  heard  of  any  meflage  from  the  Bifliop  to 

*  Kelly,,  nor  ever  had  any  converfation  with  him 
^  about  the  Bifhop.  William  Wood  the  coachman, 
'•  who  lived  v/ith  the  Bifhop  four  years,    has  de- 

*  clared,  that  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  never  fent 
'  him  with  his  coach  to  Bioy-ftreet  to  fetch  any 

*  perfon 
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perfon  from  thence  ;  that  there  was  no  (Iranger 
at  Bromley  for  a  fortnight  before  his  lady  died, 
which  was  the  26th  o^  April ;  that  no-body  could 
come  in  a  coach,  or  on  horfe-back,  but  he  mud 
know  it  ;  that  he  never  faw  fuch  a  perfon  as 
Mr.  Kelly ^  'till  he  was  fhewed  him  at  the  Tower  \ 
and,,  that  the  Bifliop  went  ill  of  the  gout  to 
Brorrdcy  t\\Q  izih  of  Jpril^    and  did  not  return 
to  London^'  'till  the  7th  of  May.     Malone^  Mrs. 
Barjies^s  fervant,   fliys,  that  fhe  never  faw  the 
Bifhop,  or  any  of  his  fervants,  with  Mr.  Kelly, 
nomas  Grant.,  who  has  been  the  Bifhop's  fervant 
nine  years,   has  declared,   that  the  Bifhop  went 
to  Bromley  the   12th  of  April  very  ill  of  the 
gout,  and  that  no  fbranger  could  come  to  him, 
from  the  time  he  went  to  Bromley.,   'till  after  his 
wife's  death  -,  that  one  or  other  of  the  fervants 
always  fat  up  with  him  ;    and  that  no  perfon 
could  vifit  him,   but  they   mufl  know  it ;   for 
they  were  either  in  the  fame  room,  or  the  next 
room  to  him  ;  and  that  no  ftranger,   except  Dr. 
Aldridge  and  the  apothecary,   came  near  him. 
Grant  fays,  that  he  was  forced  to  go  to  town  to 
attend  at  the  Wefiminfter  elediion  of  fcholars  of 
the  2 1  ft  of  Aprils  but  left  Beaucamp  there,  who 
came  down  for  that  purpofe  on  the  i8th.     Bean- 
camp  and  Steen.,  who  were  the  two  fervants  that 
attended  with  Grants  fwear  the  fame  thing.     6"/'/- 
fannah  Harvey.,   Sarah  Jones.,    Thomas  Farnden., 
Elizabeth  Higginfon^  and  all  the  fervants  agree, 
that  they  never  heard  of  any  perfon  by  the  name 
of  Kelly  ovjolmfon  being  with  the  Bifliop.     And 
Mrs.  Inglijh.,  who  took  the  names  of  the  Bifhop^s 
vifiters  for  many  years,    does   not  remember, 
that  fhe  ever  heard  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  Kelly  or 
Jchnfcn.     And   I   doubt   not,    but    that    every 
Lord  muft  allow,    that  it  is  not  pofTible  to  have 
a  more  clear,  a  more  ftrong,  or  legal  proof  to  a 
than  this  is.     I  muft  obfcrve,  that  mofV 

'  of 


28  Parliamentary     A. 1723. 

*  of  thefe    fervants  have  been    in    ftrid  cuftody, 

*  and  feverely  ufed,  particularly  Farnden^  and  yet 
'  your  Lordiliips  fee  how  unanimous  they  are  in 

*  their  Evidence  ;  and  their  teftimony  is  fo  pofitive, 

*  that  I  cannot  conceive  any  perfon  can  fuggefc 
'  there  was  the  lead  intimacy  between  this  reve- 

*  rend  prelate  and  Mr.  Kelly  ;  and  much  Jefs,  that 

*  he  could  be  with  him  to  write  the  letters  that  are 

*  dated  the  19th  o^  April.  Mr.  Reeves  d\d^  in- 
«  deed,  fo  far  agree,  as  to  be  of  opinion,  that  they 

*  might  have  been  wrote  the  i  ith  o^  ApriU  which 
'  was  the  day  Kelly  came  from  France  :  But,  my 

*  Lords,  Mrs.  Barnes  has  depofed,  he  went  to  bed 

*  the  minute  he  came  home,  and  lay  there  for  a 

*  confiderable  time  ;  befides,  it  is  improbable,  that 

*  letters  wrote  the  nth,  fhould  not  be  fent 'till 
'  the  19th.     But  if  any  farther  argument  was  ne- 

*  celTary  to  confute  this  abfurd  fuppofition,  the 

*  Earl  of  Sunderlatidh  death  is  mentioned  in  the 
'  letter  to  Chivers^  and  that  noble  Lord  died  the 
'  19th,  at  which  time  it  has  been   proved,  Mr, 

*  Kelly  was  not  with  the  BiflKJp. 

*  The  Bifliop  of  St.  Afaph  did,  at  firft,  per- 
«  emptorily  contradidl  one  part  of  Mr.  Grant^^ 

*  evidence,  by  faying,    he  had  received  a  letter 

*  from  the  Bifhop  of  Rochcfter^  at  the  time  which 
'  Gra7it  has  fworn  he  was  fo  ill  of  the  gout  that 
'  he  could   not  write.     His   Lordfhip   pofitively 

*  affirmed,  that  he  received  this  letter  on  Saturday 

*  the  2ift  of  Jprzl  in  the  morning,  and  fiw  Granf 

*  in  London  between  twelve  and  two :  But  when  it 

*  was  proved  that  Grant   did    not  leave  Bromley 

*  'till  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  that  another 
'  perfon  officiated  for  him  as  butler  in  the  deanary, 
'  by  reafon  of  his  abfcnce,  then  the  Bifhop  feem- 
'  ed  to  think  himfelf  under  a  miPcake,  and  allow- 

*  ed  it  might  have  been  fome  time  before.  His 
'  Lordffiip  owned  he  never  received  a  letter  from 

*  the  Bifhop  of  Rochejicr  before  nor  fince,  and 

*  therefore 
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therefore  was  a  flranger  to  his  hand.  I  could 
have  wiflied  this  reverend  Prelate  had  recol Jest- 
ed himlelf  more  fully,  before  he  had  given  his 
tcftimony  in  a  matter  of  this  great  importance  to 
one  of  his  brethren. 

'  There  was  another  witnefs  examined,  which 
was  Crofton  the  fhoemaker,  to  prove  that  Talbot 
(who  was  faid  to  have  received  the  three  letters 
dircded  to  Gordon  le  Fils)  was  at  that  time  in 
London  when  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  in 
Bologn,  Crofton  fwears  he  fliw  him  in  town  the 
29th  o^  Aprils  and  proved  it  by  his  book.  There 
was  another  perfon  call'd  whole  name  was  Bon- 
ner^ that  depofed,  Gordon  owned  to  him  the  re- 
ceiving of  this  packet ;  but  an  affidavit  was  pro- 
duced from  Gordon  in  which  he  denies  it.  Bon- 
ner's  evidence  is  only  hearfay,  the  other  is  pofi- 
tive.  The  counfel  for  the  bill,  produced  fome 
papers,  which  were  taken  in  the  Bifliop's  cuilody 
when  he  was  apprehended,  and  endeavour  to 
draw  very  ill  natured  and  forced  conftrudions 
from  them.  The  firft  was  a  letter  from  the 
Dutchefs  of  Ormond,  in  which  fhe  acquaints  hin\, 
Tbai  Jhe  had  fomething  to  fend  him^  which  Jhe 
could  not  truft  to  a  better  hand\  or  words  to  that 
effed.  And  this  they  would  pretend  to  infi- 
nuate,  were  fome  treafonable  papers.  I  appeal  to 
all  mankind,  whether  it  is  not  very  extraordi- 
nary to  fuppofe,  that  the  Bilhop  fhould  be  pre- 
fumed  te  convey  a  traiterous  correfpondencc 
through  that  channel.  Every  body  knows  the 
friendfhip  which  was  between  the  reverend  pre- 
late and  that  family,  and  it  is  not  furprizing  that 
this  unfortunate  lady  fhould  think  him  a  proper 
perfon  to  confult,  and  intruft  with  her  own  af- 
fairs. Therefore  I  cannot  think  that  thefe  ge- 
neral exprefTions  can  at  all  affed  him.  The 
?  next  they  read,  is  a  paper  found  or  pretended  to 

!  be 
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be  found,  at  the  deanary,  fiibfcribed  to  Dubois ^ 
but  without  date  ;  in  this  the  perfon  who  writes 
it,  fays,  he  received  a  letter  by  Mr.  Johnfon^  to 
which  he  returned  an  anfwer  in  his  hand.  The 
fecret  Committee,  at  firft,  apprehended,  that  this 
was  received  by  the  Bifliop,  and  thus  it  paiGTed 
till  upon  feizing  a  letter  wrote  in  the  Tower  by 
his  LordOiip,  they  found  a  fimihtude  in  the  feals, 
which  immediately  inlightened  them,  and  then 
it  was  prefently  faid  to  have  been  wrote  by  the 
Billiop.  They  then  wanted  to  fix  this  to  be  the 
Bifhop's  own  hand-writing,  and  they  could  find 
no  other  way  of  doing  it,  but  pretending  there 
was  a  fimilitude  between  the  £'s  in  this  letter, 
and  thofe  which  the  Bifhop  generally  ufed,  I 
believe  it  is  the  firft  time  that  ever  fuch  an  ar- 
gument was  brought  to  prove  that  the  whole  let- 
ter has  been  wrote  by  a  perfon  ;  much  lefs  was 
it  ever  pretended  to  be  offered  to  a  court  of  juf- 
tice  againft  any  prifoner  whatfoever  j  but,  I  be- 
lieve,  there  is  no  man  acquainted  with  the  Bi- 
fhop's hand,  but  fees  it  is  not  wrote  by  him. 
They  would  alfo  affirm,  that  when  in  this  let- 
ter the  Billiop  is  fuppofed  to  fay,  that  he  return- 
ed an  anfwer  in  Mr.  Johnforf^  hand,  it  mufl  be 
underflood  to  be  his  hand  writing  ;  which,  I  muft 
confefs,  does  not  at  kll  appear  to  be  a  necefiary 
conclusion  ;  for  he  might  deliver  his  anfwer  into, 
Mr.  Johnfon's  hand,  which  is  rnore  natural  to 
fuppofe  than  the  other.  Your  Lordfhips  mufl 
judge,  how  improbable  it  is,  that  the  Bilhop. 
ihould  keep  fuch  a  letter  by  him,  which  he  wrote 
himfelf ;  or  that,  when  fuch  care  is  taken  as  the 
profecutors  of  the  plot  themielves  fliy  j  for  prevent- 
ing any  pcrfons  difcovering  the  intimacy  between 
Mr.  Kelly  and  him,  fuch  a  fecret  fhould  be  trufted 

in  writing,  and  even  without  a  cypher. The 

tv/o  fcals  which  gave  this  turn,  are  Cicero's  heads, 

'  which 
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'  which  are  very  common,  and  are  to  be  found 
'  every  where.     They  are  one   broke,  the  other 

*  whole,  which  m.uft  make  it  very  difficult  to 
'  judge  of  them  j  and  it  is  allowed,  that,  at  bed, 

*  it  is  but  precarious  evidence.  If  Mr.  Neynoe 
'  fpeaks  truth  when  he  faid,  The  Bifbop  had  notice 
'  of  the  ftorm  that  threatened  him^  1  am  certain, 

*  that  this  paper,  if  it  could  have  been  apprehended 
'  of  confequence,  would  have  been  deftroyed  ;  but, 
'  I  believe,  it  was  impoflible  for  him,  or  any  body 

*  elfe,  to  think  it  Ihould  meet  with  fuch  an  expla- 
'  nation. 

*  The  next  letter  they  produced,  which  they 
*-  feemed  to  think  material,  was  that  which  was  feiz- 

*  ed  on  his  fervant  going  to  Mr.  Morice  :  In  this 

*  he  fays,  that  the  evidence  of  Plunket^  and  thofe 

*  people,  could  not  afFed  him  ;  but  as  he  does 

*  not  mention  Mr.  Kelly:,  they  would  have  it  pre- 

*  fumed,  that  this   is    a   proof,  that  Kelly  could 

*  have  faid^  fomething  of  him  ;  but,  I  think,  this 

*  muft  appear  to  be  a  very  ill-natured  alTertion. 

*  Your  Lordfliips  will  confider,  he  was  then  writ- 
'  ing  to  his  fon-in-law  ♦,  and  therefore  no  great 
'  accuracy   was  neceflary.     In  another  place,  he 

*  fays,  that  if  they  impeached  him,  he  fhould  re- 

*  main    in  prifon  for  fome  time;  and  this  they 

*  would  decypher  to  be  an  implication  of  his  guilt. 

*  But,  in  my  poor  opinion,  it  is  the  reverfe  ; 

*  he  feems  to  fay,  that  if  the  Commons  fliould  be 

*  induced  to  fend  up  an  impeachment  againft  him, 

*  he  was  fo  fatisfied  of  his  own  innocence,  and 
'  your  Lordfhips  juftice,  that  he  thought  the  con- 
'  finement  'till  his  trial,  would  be  the  only  mis- 
'  fortune  that  could  attend  him.     The  example  of 

*  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  recent  in  his  memory 
'  and  might  juftly  create  in  him  a  fear  of  under- 
'  going  a  long  imprifonment.  It  is  obje6led,  that 
^  he,  in  this  letter,  makes  no  proteftations  of  his 

innocence  : 
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'  innocence:  But  if  you  will  confider  he  writes  to  Mr. 

«  Morice^  I  believe  every  body  will  agree, That  fucli 

'  declarations  were  not  neceflary.  Mr,  Layer ^sdit- 

*  tainder  was  read  ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  the 

*  Bifliop  had  any  correfpondence  with  him,  therefore 
^  I  cannot  conceive  why  we  were  troubled  with  it. 

'  I  have  now  gone  thro'  the  whole  Evidence  that 
'  is  brought  tojuftify  this  extraordinary  proceeding, 

*  and  mull  obferve  the  ftcps  that  have  been  taken  to 

*  procure  all  the  polTible  means  to  work  the  deflruc- 

*  tion  of  this  great  man.  You  have  feen  his  very 
'  fervants  confined,  who,  it  does  not  appear,  were 

*  guilty  of  the  leaft  glimpfe  of  treafon.  Lawfon^  a 

*  baker  of  Bromley^  who  appeared  at  your  bar,  has 
^  been  employed  to  examine  the  perfons  in  the 
'  Bifhop's  neighbourhood,  in  order  to  find  the  leaft 

*  particular  that  could  amount  to  the  fhadow  of  a 
'  proof,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  offer  IVood  the  Coach- 
'  man,  the  wages  that  were  due  to  him,  if  he  would 
'  have  gone  the  lengths  that  were  required.     Mr. 

*  Bingtey  told  us  in  the  cafe  of  Kelly  (and  a:s  it  has  not 

*  been  difproved,  it  h  to  be  taken  for  granted)  that 

*  a  warrant  was  fhewn  by  the  meffenger,  figned  by 

*  a  fecretaryof  flate,  to  carry  him  to  N ewg at e^v^Yiizh 

*  he  was  told  was  unavoidable,  unlefs  he  would  own 
*•  the  letter  of  the  20th  of  Angiift  to  be  Mr.  Kellf^ 
'  handwriting;  but  it  appeared  the  next  day,  to  be 
'  nothing  but  in  order  to  terrify  him.  Mr.  Kelly 
'  himfelf  has  told  your  Lordfhips,  That  Mr.  Bela- 

*  faye  offered  him  his  own  terms,  if  he  would  have 
*^  turned  evidence:  And  this  was  done  to  deflroy  the 
'  Bifhop  o^  Rcchefter-^  or,  to  fpeak  in  the  language 
'  mentioned  at  your  bar,  2lj  pull  down  the  pride  of 
'  this  haughty  Prelate.  Your  Lordlhips  may  remem- 
'  ber.  That  Mr.  Wearg  objeds  to  the  Bifhop's  fer- 

*  vants,  becaufe  two  of  them  had  employments,  as 
'  appears  by  his  Lordfhip's  own  letter  \  but,  when 

*  they  were  examined,  they  acquainted  the  houfe, 
\  that  it  was  upon  reading  the  Report^  that  they  re- 

*  colleclcd 


A.1723.         DEBATES.  33 

'  colled:ed  the  Bifhop's  circumftances  before  the 
*"  death  of  his  wife.     And  if  every  man,  who  has  a 

*  place  under  the  Bifhop,  is  not  to  be  cfteemcd  a  free 

*  agent  when  he  is  upon  oath,  I  hope  it  will  be  al- 
'  lowed  on  the  other  hand.  That  thofe,who  have  em- 

*  ployments  under  the  j^overnment,  ought  not  to  be 

*  admitted  ;   then  all  the  witnelfes,  that  have  been 

*  brought  to  fupport  the  bill,  from  the  decypherer 
'  to  the  meflenger,  will  be  difcredited,  and  the 
'  whole  profecution  muft  fall  to  the  ground. 

'  My  Lords,  It  has  been  as  great  a  hardfhip  as  has 

*  attended  the  Bilhop,   that  he  has  been  forced  to 

*  prove  a  negative  ;  and  the  difficulty  has  been  the 
'  ftronger  upon  him,  that  your  Lordfhips  have  not 

*  permitted  Mr.  Kelly  to  be  examined,  as  was  moved 
'  by  a  learned  Lord  in  my  eye  ;  and  if  the  gentle- 
'  man  had  fworn  what  he  fo  folemnly  affirmed  at 
'  your  bar,  relating  to  this  affair,  I  cannot  conceive 
'  we  could  have  had  the  lead  debate.  The  noble 
'  Lords,  who  appear  the  moft  zealous  in  this  profe- 

*  cution,  were  thofe  who  oppofed  the  examination 
'  of  Mr. Kelly, -which  in  my  poor  opinion,  is  a  ftrong 

*  argument,  that  if  he  had  been  brought  before  us, 

*  he  would  have  perfifled  in  his  declarations  of  the 
'  Bifliop's  innocence.  The  reverend  Prelate  hasde- 
'  fired  of  any  Lord  in  the  adminiftration,  and  even 

*  the  honourable  perfon  who  appeared  at  your  bar, 
'  to  declare.  Whether  any  one  fingle  perfon  had 
'  charged  him  (on  their  own  knowledge)  of  being 
'  guilty  of  any  treafonable  pra6tice.   And  it  has  ap- 

*  peared  to  the  contrary  *,  therefore  this  whole  charge 

*  is  founded  upon  the  flight  circumftances  and  im- 
'  probable  Innuendo's  before  mentioned.  Another 
'  objedion,  which  was  raifed,  is.  That  Mr.  Kelly 
'  made  refiftance  when  he  was  feized,  till  he  had 

*  burnt  fome  of  his  papers  ;  but  I  don't  fee  any  rea-     ' 
'  fon  to  lay  this  to  the  charge  of  the  Bifhop.    Kelly 

*  is  to  anfwer  for  his  own  adions,  and  is  unfortu- 

*  nately  like  to  fuffcr  for  'em  •,  a  perfon  of  his  age 

Vol.  IX.  D  [  might 
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*  might  have  many  letters  m  his  cuftody,  which  he 

*  did  not  care  ihould  be  feen,  and  yet  of  a  different 

*  nature  from  a  trayterous  correfpondence. 

'  After  this  evidence  is  confidered,  I  cannot  think 

*  your  Lordfhips  will  eftablifh  fuch  a  precedent, 

*  which  hereafter  miiy  be  employed  to  ruin  the  grea- 
<  tell  among  you  ;  and  if  ever  hereafter  pains  and 

*  penalties  are  unjuftly  inflidled  on  any  perfon,  pofte- 

*  rity  will  derive  the  original  of  fuch  bills,  from  the 

*  proceedings  of  this  parliament  •,  and  what  opinion 

*  w^ill  be  framed  of  us,  fhould  this  be  palled  into  a 

*  law,  I  fubmit  to  every  impartial  perfon.  It  mufi:  be 

*  left  to  your  Lordfhips  confideration,  which  will  be 

*  of  moil  fatal  confequence  to  the  public,  the  leaving 

*  this  precedent  (of  condemning  on  fuch  kind  of  e- 

*  vidence)  like  a  fword  which  your  enemies  may 
^  take  up  when  they  pleafe,  or  the  banifhing  the  Bi- 

*  fhop  of  Rocbejler^  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  who 

*  alone  could  do,  in  his  fingle  perfon,  no  prejudice 

*  to  the  conftitution  :  If  he  were  inclined  to  overturn 

*  it,  as  his  enemies  fuggeft,  he  is  in  a  better  fituation 

*  abroad,  than  at  home,  to  execute  that  defign,  and 

*  dire6t  the  counfels  of  the  difaffeded.  The  ruin  of 

*  one  man  will  not  heal  the  wound,  that  the  palTing 
'  of  this  bill  feems  to  make,  in  the  government  of 
'  this  kingdom.  It  has  been  faidin  the  debate.  That 
'  theBilnop  ought  to  have  made  proteftations  of  his 

*  zeal  for  his  Majefly  and  his  family  -,  but,  I  think 
^  he  took  the  mofh  ready  way  of  performing  his  du- 

*  ty,  when  he  fliewed  himfelf  innocent  of  the  crimes 
'  laid  to  his  charge.  If  he  had  made  ufe  of  any  ex- 
■'  prefTions,  which  thofe  Lords  blame  him  for  omit- 

*  ting,  the  fame  good  nature  would  have  called  it 
'  Hypocrify-^  and  thofe,  who  are  difpleafed  with  his 
^Jilence^  would  have  accufed  him  of  infincerity. 

*  My  Lords,  This  bill  feems  as  irregular  in  the  pu- 

*  nifhments  it  inflids,  as  it  is  in  its  foundation,  and 

*  carries  with  it  an  unnatural  degree  of  hardfhip.  It 
*•  is  felony  for  his  children  to  correfpond  with  him  : 

'  And 
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*  And  in  this  circumftance,  it  is  different  from  the 
'  only  bill  that  carries  with  it  the  lead  relemblance 
'  of  this:  I  mean,  that  for  the  ban  ilhment  of  the  Earl 

*  of  Clarendon.     The  Earl  had  fled  from  the  profe- 

*  cution,  and  retired  beyond  fea.  The  charges  a- 
'  gainft  him  were,  principally,  For  advifing  ajland- 
'  ing  army,  and  another  article  exhibited  was,  That 
'  be  hadadvifed  and  procured  divers  of  his  Majefty^s 

*  fuhje5is  to  be  imprifoned  againji  law^  in  remote  ijlands^ 
*■  garrifons,  and  other  places^  thereby  to  prevent  them  of 

*  the  benefit  of  the  lazv,  and  to  produce  precedents  for 
'  the  imprifoning  any  other  of  his  Majeftfs  fuhjeEls  in 
'  like  manner.  The  7th  article  againft  him,  was, 
^  That  he  had.,  in  afnort  time.,  gained  to  himfelf  a 

*  greater  eftate  than  can  be  imagined  to  be  gained  law- 
^  fully  infojhort  a  time  \  and  contrary  to  his  oath,  he 
'  had  procured  fever  al  grants  under  the  great  feal from 
*-  his  Majeflyjor  himfelf^  and  his  relations,  of  fever  al 
'  of  his  Majeftfs  lands,  hereditaments  and  leafes,  to 

*  the  difprofit  of  his  Majefty.  There  need  not  have 
'  been  any  witnefTes  of  thefe  crimes,  for  they  were 
'  apparent  -,  and  every  body  knew  that  he  \fz.%  prime 

*  Minifter  -,  yet  Sir  Francis  Goodier,  upon  that  de- 

*  bate  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  declared  the  fenti- 

*  ments  which  I  exprefTed  at  the  beginning.  That  he 
'  was  not  againft  proceeding,  but  unfatisfied  to  do  it 

*  without  witnefs^  it  being  like  fw earing^  in  verba  ma- 

*  giflri.  Another  great  man,  upon  the  lame  queftion, 

*  and  an  anceftor  to  a  noble  Lord  near  me,  faid  ; 

*  That  if  the  Parliament  fet  aftde  law  in  this  cafe,  we 
"-fhould  be  happy  to  fee  law  declaring  the  power ^  of 
*-  Parliaments.    The  punilhment  for  correfponding 

*  with  the  Earl,  was  high-treafon,  and  then  two  po- 
'  fitive  v/itnefTes  were  neceflary  to  convi6t  -,  but  in 

*  this  cafe,  one  corrupt,  terrified,  and  perjured  per- 
'  fon  may  take  away  the  life  of  the  moft  innocent 
'  man.     There  is  another  great  misfortune  which 

*  this  bill  brings  upon  the  Bifhop,  which  is, That  he 
'  is  incapable  of  receiving  his  Majefty's  pardon  : 

D  2  '  This 
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'  This  is  an  entrenchment  upon  the  prerogative  : 
'  And  what  mud  make  it  the  more  fevere  in  this 
'  cafe,  is.  That  his  Majefty's  inclinations  to  mercy 
'  (which  are  the  diftinguifhingcharadlersof  his  life) 

*  are  flopped  by  this  law,  which  the  unfortunate 
'  prelate  might  have  hopes  of  receivin-g,  when  he 
'  had  merited  it,  by  a  dutiful  behaviour  to  the  coun- 
'  try  that  had  fcnt  him  to  wander  abroad  in  exile, 
'  and  by  his  future  condudl  have  confirmed,  ifpof- 
'  fible,  the  evidence  he  has  given  of  his  innocence. 

'  In  the  cafe  of  the  Earl  ofDanby^  yourLordfhips 
'  have  declared,  that  his  banifhment  fhould  be  no 

*  precedent,  nor  draw  into  example  for  the  time  to 
'  come,  and  have  fo  entered  it  in  your  journals.  It 
'  has  been  proved,  that  this  reverend  Prelate  was  at 

<  the  time  that  he  was  fufpedled  to  be  a6ling  in  trea- 
'  fon,  engaged  in  ftudies  of  the  mod  high  nature, 
«  which  is  a  circumflance  that  ought  to  have  fome 

*  weight.    If  this  bill  pafs  into  a  law,  fuch  evidence 

<  is  eftablifhed,  and  fuch  a  method  of  proceeding 
'  introduced,  as  mufl  elFedually  render  all  that  is 

<  dear  to  us  precarious-,  and  if  ever,  hereafter,  we 
'  fhould  fee  a  wicked  adminiftration,  fupported  by 

<  a  corrupt  majority  in  Parliament,  thisflep,  taken 

*  in  thefe  times  of  liberty,  will  be  a  fufficient  prece- 
'  dent,  to  give  a  colour  of  juflice  to  the  adions  of 

*  thofe  who  Ihould  be  v/anton  in  tyranny. 

'  The  reverend  Prelate,   who  fpoke  before  me, 
*=  mentions  fome  cafes  relating  to  bills  of  attainder, 

*  which,  in  my  poor  opinion,  differ  very  much  from 

*  our  prefent  queflion.  The  attainder  of  Sir  Jobn 
'  Fenwick  was  only  to  fupply  the  want  of  a  witnefs, 

*  who  had  depofed  againft  him  upon  oath  before  the 

*  grand  jury,  and  who  was  fpirited  away  by  the  pri- 
'•  foner's  friends:  But,  at  prefent,  yourLordfhips  are 

*  to  fupply  the  defect  of  evidence,  by  condemning 
'  on  improbable  conjecture.  There  was  a  noble  Lord 
'  in  this  houfe  the  other  day,  I  don't  fee  him  now, 
^  who  made  the  greateft  figure  in  oppofition  to  that 

'  bill : 
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'  bill :  I  wifh  we  could  have  his  afTiftance  on  this  oc- 
'  cafion.    My  Lords,  fince  that  reverend  Prelate  has 

*  quoted  fome  cafes,  he  will  permit  me  to  remind 
'  him  what  has  been  formerly  laid  upon  ads  of  at- 

*  tainder  ;  that  fuch  bills,  like  Srjypbus^s  (lone,  have 
'  frequently  rolled  back  upon  thofe  that  were  the 
'  chief  promoters  of  them.     This  prudential  argu- 

*  mentihould  reftrain  us  from  being  too  forward  with 
'  them  at  this  time  of  day.  The  adt  for  the  attainder 
'  of  the  Earl  o^  March ^  paffed,  becaufe  he  had  been 
'  inftrumental  in  procuring  the  attainder  of  another 
'  Lord,  under  pretence  of  a  letter,  which  the  record 
'  fays,  was  no  evidence.  The  Lord  Cromwell  is  an- 
'  other  known  inftance  of  this  obfervation  :  He  was 
'  the  firft  who  advifed  this  violent  proceeding  in 
'  Henry  the  8th's  time  ;  and  it  is  remarkable, 
'  that  the  advice  he  gave  to  the  ruin  of  others, 
'  proved,  not  long  after,  fatal  to  himfelf. 

'  I  have  now  given  your  Lordfhips  the  reafons 
'  why  I  am  againft  the  bill.  I  fear  I  have  tired  your 

*  patience,  and  fhall   therefore  conclude  with  the 
'  words  of  the  great  man  I  before  mentioned  ;  I 

*  mean,  Sir  Heneage  Finch^  in  the  cafe  of  the  Earl 

'  of  Clarendon, "  We  have  an  accufation  upon 

"  hearf^y,  and  if  it  is  not  made  good.  The  hlackeft 
''  fcandal  hell  can  invent ^^  lies  at  our  doors. 

My  Lordsy 
'  'T^His  debate  has  been  already  carried  to  that  Lord  cow- 
'    X     length,  and  is  by  all  agreed  to  be  of  fuch  %^\n{kthl 

*  importance,   that  I  am  fure  your  Lordfhips  will  ^'^^V°^^ 

*  permit  me  to  enter  into  it  without  any  apology.    b,ii. ' 

'  I  am,  my  Lords,  againft  this  bill,  not  only  be- 
^  caufc  I  think  nothing  hasbeenoffered  fufHcient  for 
'  thefupport  of  it;  but  becaufe  I  think  the  honour 
'  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  dignity  and  autho- 
'  rity  of  this  houfe,  and  the  credit  and  reputation 
'  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  concerned  in  the  event 

*  of  it.     My  Lords,  The  proceedings  of  that  houfe 

D  3  *  have 
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*  have  been,  in  this  cafe,  very  remarkable  and  un- 

*  common :  They  voted  the  Bifhop  guilty  of  high- 

*  treafon  the  very  firft  thing  they  did  ;    and  it  was 

*  reafonable  to  expeft,  that  the  confequence  of  that 

*  vote  would  have  been  an  order  for  an  impeach- 

*  ment  in  Parliament,  or  a  profecution  in  the  ordina- 
^  ry  courfe  of  law.  But,  my  Lords,  we  fee  they  have 
'  taken  another  method,  and  that  without  weighing 

*  what  the  confequences  might  be.  They  have  ta- 
'  ken  a  method, whereby  they  have  made  themfelves 

*  both  judges  and  accufers.     They  could  not,  as 

*  judges,  decently  proceed  againil  the  Bifhop,  with- 
'  out  hearing  him,  and  therefore  they  gave  him  a 
<^  day  for  that  purpofe,  and  thereby  they  difcovered 

*  the  dilemma  into  which  they  had  run  themfelves. 
'  They  found  themfelves  obliged  to  hear  him,  and 
'  yet  they  could  not  acquit  him,  becaufe  they  had 

*  already  prejudged  him.     It  i?  not  therefore  to  be 

*  wondered  that  they  have  paffed  this  bill ;  though, 
'  I  believe,  they  would  be  very  v/ell  pleafed  your 

*  Lordfhips  fhould  rejeft  it,  that  the  knowledge  of 

*  their  having  taken  fo  wrong  a  ftep,   might  the 

*  fooner  be  forgotten. 

'  MyLords^  A  great  deal  has  been  faid,  and  furely 

*  too  much  cannot  be  faid,  to  fhew  that  this  bill  is 
^  an  infringement  upon  the  authority  of  this  houfe. 

*  It  becomes  your  Lordfhips  to  fupportyour  dignity, 
'  and  to  Ihew  a  fuitable  refentment,  when  the  leaft 

*  of  your  privileges  is  invaded.  Your  Lordfhips, 
'  upon  this  occafion,  would  do  well  to  follow  the 

*  example  even  of  this  very  houfe  of  Commons  : 

*  How  contemptuoujly  did  they  throw  out  a  bill  lately 

*  fent  them,  becaufe  they  thought  it  looked  like  a 

*  money  bill  ?  And  will  your  Lordfhips  fuffer  them 

*  to  fhare  your  authority,  to  become  judges  equal 
*•  with  your  felves,  when  there  is  no  necefTity  for  it  ? 
■^  In  this  cafe,  it  is  manifefV,  there  can  be  no  necefTi- 

*  ty,  becaufe  the  Bifhop  is  amefnable-  to  juflice  :  He 
^  has  been  confined  feveral  months  ^  he  is  now  M\^- 
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ly  guarded;  and,  no  doubt,  the  zeal  of  the  go- 
vernor will  prevent  his  running  away.  But,  my 
Lords,  if  it  could  be  ilippofed  that  this  biJl  did  not 
affed  your  Lordfhips  authority  ;  yet  if  it  afFeds 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  I  am  fure  it  will  raife  a 
becoming  indignation  in  us  all  againft  it.  This 
bill,  if  your  Lordfhips  pafs  it,  will  put  his  Majefly 
under  the  unavoidable  necefiity  of  refufing the  royal 
affent  to  it,  or  of  condemning  one  of  his  fubjeds, 
a  Lord  of  Parliament,  and  a  Bifhop  of  that  church 
of  which  his  Majefty  is  guardian  and  protedor,  in 
a  cafe  at  lead  doubtful  ♦,  and  that  without  hearing 
one  word  either  of  the  charge,  or  of  the  defence. 
My  Lords,  It  hath  been  often  faid,  (I  wifh  it  were 
faid  without  grounds)  that  we  have  a  difaffedted 
party  among  us.  I  am  perfuaded,  it  is  tar  from 
the  intention  of  any  Lord  here,  to  advife  his  Ma- 
jefty to  do  any  thing  that  might  pofllbly  increafe 
that  difaffedion  :  But  whether  the  pafling  of  fuch 
a  bill  againft  a  Biftiop  of  the  church  of  Englandy 
unheard,  may  not  give  a  handle  to  the  clamorous, 
to  raife  an  odium  againft  his  Majefty's  adminiftra- 
tion,  is  fubmitted  to  your  Lordfhips.  His  Maje- 
fty's  great  clemency  and  mercy  are  known  to  all 
the  world  \  and  he  has  been  in  nothing  more  con- 
fpicuous,  than  in  the  exercife  of  thofe  royal  vir- 
tues :  Suppoftng,  then,  your  Lordfhips  fhould  pals 
this  bill,  how  can  you  ever  hope  for  the  royal  af- 
fent  to  it  ?  Thefe  objedions,  that  concern  the  King, 
appear  to  me  unanfwerable,  not  only  with  regard 
to  this  bill,  but  to  all  bills  of  attainder  in  general. 
I  think  they  ought  never  to  be  allowed,  but  when 
the  offender  flies  from  juftice,  or  is  in  open  rebel- 
lion i  and  then,  perhaps  the  notoriety  of  the  fa6b 
may  be  fome  excu.fe  for  the  extraordinarinefs  of 
the  proceeding. 

'  My  Lords ^  I  expefled  to  have  heard  from  that 

reverend  bench  many  arguments  of  another  kind 

againi^  this  bill,  which  are  properly  within  their 

'  Da  '  fphercj 
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*  fphere,  and  which  1  am  fure  they  are  perfed  ma- 

*  fl^rs  of.    The  old  champions  of  our  church  ufed  to 

*  argue  very  learnedly,  "  That  to  make  or  to  de- 
*'  grade  Bifhops  was  not  the  bufinefs  of  the  flate ;  that 
*'  there  is  a  fpiritual  relation  between  aBifhop  and 
*'  his  flock,  derived  from  the  church,  with  which 
*'  theftate  has  nothing  to  do  :"  But  this  bill  deprives 

*  the  Bifhop  of  that  fpiritual  relation,  without  the 

*  concurrence  of  the  church.  The  Parliament  alone 

*  does  it;  and  it  mufl  be  owned,  that  if  the  Parlia- 

*  ment  can  do  it,  they  can  as  v/ell  make  a  new 

*  one  in  his  room  ;    and  a  claufe  for  that  purpofe, 

*  added  to  this  bill,  would  as  effedtually  do  the  one 
'  as  the  other.  What  the  thoughts  of  our  reverend 
'  prelates  are  upon  thefe  points,  does  not  yet  fully 
'  appear;  fomethingoftheir  condud  intimates, asif 
'  our  old  divines  were  mifbaken  :  But,  be  that  as  it 
'  will,asthejudgment  of  our  prelates  will  carry  great 

*  weight,  and  as  the  reafons  for  fuch  their  judgment 

*  muft  needs  be  convincing,  I  do  not  doubt  but  they 

*  will  giveyourLordfhipsfull  fatisfaftion  before  this 

*  debate  comes  to  a  period.      In  the  mean  time,  I 

*  fpeak  my  concern,  that  if  ads  of  Parliament  are 

*  made  to  interfere  with  church-affairs;  ifBifhopsare 

*  to  be  put  in  or  turned  out  at  pleafure;  and  all  this 
'  to  be  done  without  the  concurrence  of  the  church, 

*  the  world  abroad  may,  tho'  unjuflly,  look  upon 

*  our  Church  as  a  creature  only  of  the  fiat  e^  and  treat 

*  ourBifhops,  as  if  they  were  no  more  than  flate-of- 

*  ficers.     1  hope,  however,  from  the  courage,  zeal, 

*  and  condudl  of  our  prefent  reverend  Prelates,  what- 

*  foever  becomes  of  this  bill,  that  they  will  be  able  to 

*  w^ipe  off  any  fuch  fcandal :  They  certainly  have 

*  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and  authority  of  our 

*  church  always  at  heart;  and  every  thing  tending 

*  to  her  intereft,  they  Vv^ill  moft  zealoufly  promote. 
'  But  whether  the  paffing  of  this  bill  will  promote 
'  her  intereft,  or  be  of  any  fervice  to  her,  they  beft 
"*  know  :  For  my  part,  \  cannot  even  guefs  at  any 

'  advantage 
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advantage  llie  poflibly  can  receive  by  it,  unlefs  it  be 
this.  That  it  will  make  the  bifhopric  o^  Rocheftcr^ 
and  the  deanery  o^PVcJtminJler^  to  become  vacant. 
'  My  Lords,  This  bill  carries  in  the  frame  of  it 
an  invincible  objedion  to  it;  for  the  preamble  and 
the  enading  part,  the  crime  and  the  punifhment, 
bear  no  proportion  to  each  other.  The  preamble 
contains  a  charge  of  high-treafon  againft  the  Bi- 
fhop ;  and,  pray,  my  Lords,  why  fhoiild  he  not 
be  punilhed  accordingly  ?  Is  it  becaufe  he  is  a  Bi- 
fhop  of  the  church  o^  England^  or  a  Lord  of  Par- 
hament,  or  in  high  favour  with  the  King  or  his 
minifters  ?  I  have  not  heard  that  the  Bilhop  hath 
been  at  court  of  late  ?  but  be  it  either  of  thefe,  it 
would  be  fo  far  from  being  a  reafon  for  mitigating 
his  punifhment,  that  it  ought,  if  poflible,  to  in- 
creafe  it.  My  Lords,  our  laws  have  wifely  taught 
us  to  have  a  juft  abhorrence  of  high-treafon,  and 
have  ordained  for  it  the  feverefl  punifhment  that 
Englijh  clemency  will  admit  of;  and  Hiall  he,  who 
has  been  voted  the  principal  contriver  and  dired:or 
of  this  moft  horrid  and  deteftable  treafon,  efcape 
with  a  punifhment  lefs  than  his  crimes  deferve, 
and  that  too  in  full  Parliament  ?  Methinks,  if  it 
were  neceffary  that  the  legiflature  fhould  interpofe 
in  this  cafe,  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  offence  fhould 
fire  their  refentment;  and  inflead  of  abating  the 
punifhment,  fhould  put  them  upon  heightening  it 
with  all  the  circumitances  of  feverity'that  their 
wifdom  could  contrive.  As  in  the  cafe  of  the  late 
South-Sea  directors :  No  one  will  fay,  bun  that  they 
might  have  been  punifhed  as  cheats,  without  the 
help  of  an  ad  of  Parliament ;  but  as  the  punifh- 
ment ordained  by  our  lav/s  for  fuch  offences  camiC 
not  up  to  the  aggravating  circumftances  of  their 
guilt,  a  law  was  made  to  punifh  them  on  purpofe  j 
and  they  were  very  juflly  ftripped  of  their  eftates, 
who  had  before  fo  notorioufly  cheated,  bubbled, 
and  beggared  the  whole  nation.     What  reafon, 

'  then, 
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<^  then,  can  be  given  why  the  Bifhop  fliould  not  be 

*  punifhed,   at  leaft  equal  with  others,   in  cafes  of 

*  high-treafon  ?  Why,  truly,  the  want  of  legal  evi- 

*  dence,  is  the  only  reafon  pretended:  A  reafon  I  in 

*  my  apprehenfion,  fo  very  mean  and  trifling,  that 

*  it  ought  not  to  have  been  heard  in  the  fupreme  ju- 
'  dicature  of  a  nation,  without  the  feverell  cenfure, 
^  and  fuch  as  would  well  become  your  Lordfhips  to 
^  treat  with  the  utmoft  indignation  and  contempt. 

'  For,  miy  Lords,  is  it  come  to  this  at  lafl,  that 

*  after  fo  much  grimace,  fo  much  noife  and  ftir,  after 
^  committing  the  Bifliop  for  high-treafon,  after  vo- 
'  ting  him  a  traitor,  and  treating  him  as  fuch,  mull 

*  it  at  length  come  out,  that  there  is  no  legal  evi- 
^  dence  againfl:  him  !  To  palliate  the  matter  a  little,^ 

*  a  difhindion  is  endeavoured  to  be  made  between 
^  legal  evidence  and  real  evidence,  or  between  fuch 
^  evidence  as  our  law  requires,  apd  fuch  as  in  natural 

*  juftice  and  equity  ought  to  be  admitted.    Bur,  my, 

<  Lords,  this  is  a  diilindicn  iatirely  without  a  dif- 

*  ference  ;  for  what  is  evidence  of  a  fa6t  before  any 

*  judicature  whatfoever,  but  fuch  teftimony  as  the 
^  nature  of  the  cafe  requires,  to  induce  a  moral  cer- 
'  tainty  of  the  truth  of  the  thing  teftified  :  The 
y  greater  or  lefs  confequence  the  cafe  is  of,  the  more 
*•  or  lefs  proof  is  required  {:o  induce  fuch  certainty. 

<  Thus,  in  ordinary  matters,  barely  to  prove  a  hand- 
^  writing  i,s  hel'd  fufS-cient  evidence  •,  becaufe,  in  fuch 

*  cafes,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  the  hand- writing 

*  fhould  be  counterfeited:  In  other  cafes,  feeing  the 

*  party  write,  is  necefifary  to  be  proved  •,  and  ilill  as 
*•  the  weight  of  the  cafe  increafes,  ftronger  proof  is 

*  required.  Ever  fince  the  reverfal  of  the  attainder 
*•  o'iQo\ov\t\AlgernoonSidne}\  the  proving  of  treafon 
'  by  the  proving  of  hand-writings  hath  been,  witli 

*  great  jullice,  condemned  ♦,  and  why,  I  pray  ?  But 
y  becaufe  there  can  be  no  hand-writing  but  what  will 
^  admit  of  a  counterfeit ;  and  nothing  that  is  capa- 
^  ble  of  being  counterfeited,  carries  with  it  fuch  a 


^  degree. 
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degree  of  certainty,  as  is  neceflary  where  a  rnan'i^ 
life  and  fortune  is  concerned.  My  Lords,  legal 
evidence  is  nothing  elfc  but  fuch  real  and  certain 
proof,  as  ought,  in  natural  juftice  and  equity  to 
be  received  i  and  therefore  the  oath  of  one  credi- 
ble witnefs,  being  certain  and  fufficient  to  induce 
a  belief  of  the  thing  hefwears,  is  legal  evidence  •, 
and  yet  fo  tender  is  our  law,  fo  great  a  degree  of 
certainty  doth  it  require,  that,  as  it  now  ftands, 
too  pofitive  witnefles  are  required  to  convidl  a  man 
of  high-treafon.  This,  however,  hath  been  pre- 
pofteroudy enough  urged,  to  fhew  a  difference  be- 
tween legal  and  real  evidence;  and  Sir  John  Fen- 
wick's  cafe  hath  been  cited  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
But  this,  with  fubmifTion,  Ihews  no  difference  at  all 
for  will  any  one  fliy,  that  one  credible  witnefs  is 
not  legal  evidence?  Can  any  Court  in  the  kingdom, 
upon  a  trial  of  high-treafon,  refufe  to  hear  fuch 
evidence?  And  is  not  fuch  evidence  fufficient  too 
in  all  cafes, where  fome  pofitive  law,forthe  greater 
certainty,  doth  not  require  more  ? 
'  One  of  the  learned  gentlemen  at  the  bar,  (I  fup- 
pofe,  out  of  pure  zeal  for  this  bill,  and  not  with 
a  defign  to  mifguide  his  audience)  did  roundly  af- 
firm before  your  Lordfhips,  that  no  evidence, 
flridtly  fpeaking,  was  legal,  but  what  was  Ma- 
thematical. I  am  confident,  that  gentleman 
v/ould  not  have  given  this  as  his" opinion  under 
his  hand  at  his  chamber,  becaufe  he  knows  it  is 
dircdlly  contrary  to  truth  :  He  knows  very  well, 
that  no  offender,  that  puts  himfelf  upon  his  trial, 
can  be  convided,  but  upJon  the  oath  of  one  or 
more  witnelfes ;  he  darts  not  deny,  but  that  fuch 
convidion  is  founded  upon  legal  evidence,  flri6lly 
fo  fpeaking  V  and  no  one  will  pretend  to  fay,  that 
any  evidence  of  witneffes  can  be  called  mathema- 
tical. But  the  gentleman  goes  on,  and  fays.  That 
the  evidence  for  this  bill  is  legal,  in  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  word  :  On  the  contrary,  I  beg  leave  to 

'  aflirm> 
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*  affirm,  that  it  is  not  legal  in  any  fenfe  whatfoever. 

*  No  ad  of  Parliament  hath  made  it  legal,  nor  can 

*  it,  in  natural  jnfticc  and  equity,  be  called  fo,  for 

*  want  of  fufficient  certainty  •,  and,  indeed,  it  hath 
'  been  admitted  throughout  this  debate,  and  even  by 
'  the  counfel  who  fpoke  firft  for  this  bill.  That  it  is 
'  not  fupported  by  legal  evidence.  But  this  gentle- 
'  man  was  pleafed  to  go  dill  farther*,  for  he  affirm- 
^  ed  before  your  Lordfliips,  that  depofitions  taken 

*  in  writing,  were  not  evidence  in  any  court  of  law. 
'  My  Lords,  it  is  pity  that  infoJiHe  a  fpeecb,  there 
^  fhould  be  fo  much  falfe  do^rine :  It  is  very  true, 
'  that  the  law  doth  require  the  beft  evidence  that  the- 

*  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit  of;  and  therefore 
^  will  not  fuffer  the  depofitions  of  a  witnefs  in  wri- 
'  ting  to  be  read, where  fuch  witnefs  can  be  examin- 

*  ed  viva  voce  :  But  that  gentleman  could  not  but 
^  know,  that  where  fuch  living  witnefs  is  not  to  be 

*  had,  his  depofitions  in  writing  are  never  refufed, 
*■  nor  any  other  evidence  that,  in  natural  juftice  and 
'  equity,  can  tend  to  difcover  the  truth  of  the  fa6l 
^  in  queflion  with  certainty. 

'  My  Lords,  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  our 

*  law  appear  in  nothing  more  remarkably,  than  in 

*  the  perfpicuity,  certainty,  andclearnefsof  the  evi- 
'  dence  it  requires  to  fix  a  crime  upon  any  man,^ 
'  whereby  his  life,  his  liberty,  or  his  property  may 
^  be  concerned  :  Herein  v/e  glory  and  pride  our 

*  felves,  and  are  juitly  tlic  envy  of  all  our  neigh- 

*  bour  nations.  Our  law,  in  fuch  cafes,  requires 
'  evidence  fo  clear  and  convincing,  that  every  by- 
'  ftander,  the  inftant  he  hears  it,  muft  be  fully  fa- 
'  tisfied  of  the  truth  of  it :  It  admits  of  no  furmifes, 
'  innuendoes, forced confequcnces,  orharfhconflruc- 

*  tions,  nor  any  thing  clfe  to  be  offered  as  evidence,^ 
•  *  but  what  is  real  and  fubtlantial,  according  to  the 

'  rules  of  natural  juftice  and  equity. 

*  Thefe  are  the  rules  the  judges  go  by,  nor  have 
^  they  any  other  in  determining  what  is,  or  what  is 

■  *  not 
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not  to  be  admitted  us  evidence  before  them;  and 
therefore  to  fay,  that  the  law  refufes  fuch  evidence 
as  is  real,  and  ought  in  natural  juftice  and  equity 
to  be  admitted,  is  to  caft  an  imputation  upon  the 
law,which  is  notonly  unjufV,  but  intirely  ground- 
lefs.  My  Lords,  I  think  fufficient  liath  been  faid, 
to  fhew  the  milhike  of  thofe  noble  Lords  who 
have  endeavoured  to  dillinguifli  between  legal  and 
real  evidence.  The  diftindions  that  have  been 
made,  and  the  inflances  that  have  been  produced, 
fhew  only  what  legal  evidence  is  fufficient  for  con- 
vidion,  and  what  not  •,  and  if  that  were  the  quef- 
tion  now  before  your  Lordfhips,  it  would  deferve 
another  confideration. 

'  The  prefent  queftion  is,  whether  any  evidence 
at  all  has  been  offered  to  your  Lordfliips,  to  fix 
treafon  upon  the  Bifhop  oi Rochefter\  and  for  my 
part,  my  Lords,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  you 
have  had  no  fuch  evidence :  It  is  on  all  hands  a- 
greed,  that  no  legal  evidence  of  treafon  has  been 
offered  againft  him  ;  and  I  hope  I  have  fufficiently 
fatisfied  your  Lordfhips,  that  if  it  be  not  legal 
evidence,  it  is  not  real  evidence,  or  fuch  as  in  na- 
tural juftice  and  equity  ought  to  be  admitted,  and 
confequently  no  Evidence  at  all.  My  Lords, 
the  counfel  for  the  bill  have  not  attempted  to  prove 
pofitively  againft  the  Bifliop  any  one  fingle  crimi- 
nal adt :  The  circumflances  that  they  have  offered, 
are,  in  my  opjnion,  fo  far  from  affedling  him, 
that  they  carry  in  them  no  appearance  of  guilt  in 
him  whatfoever.  If  indeed  there  had  been  any 
one  pofitive  witnefs  againft  him,  your  Lordfhips, 
perhaps,  (as  was  done  in  Sir  John  Fenwick^s  cafe) 
might,  with  fome  appearance  of  reafon,  have  ad- 
mitted circumftances  in  fupport  of  fuch  witnefs, 
rather  than  a  man  of  the  Biihop's  rank  and  cha- 
radlerfhould  go  unpunifhed;  and,  indeed,  I  think, 
no  man's  cunning  ought  to  be  a  prote6lion  for 
his  villainy  j  and  I  hope,  and  do  not  doubt,  but  all 

'  traitors 
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*  traitors  will,  one  time  or  other,  meet  with  their 

*  juft  rewards.  But,  my  Lords,  in  the  cafe  before 
«  you,  the  whole  charge  is  built  upon  circumftances, 

*  and  thefe  are  faid  to  be  Hipported  by  other  cir- 

*  cumftances  -,  but  all  of  them  are  fo  remote,  foge- 
'  neral,  and,  I  may  fiy,  fo  innofFenfive,  that  they 
^  might  fuit  any  Lord  here,  as  well  as  the  Bifhop ;  for 

*  there  is  not  one  finglecircumflance  of  them  all,fuch 

*  as  in  its  naturewould  be  admitted  as  evidence  of  any 
(        *  crimeagainftanymaninanycourt  in  the  kingdom. 

'  To  come,  my  Lords,  to  particulars.  Thetrea- 

*  fon  charged  upon  the  Bilhop  is,  that  he  diredled 

*  Kelly  to  write  the  three  letters  dated  the  20th  of 
'  April  1722,   figned  J  ones  ^  Illington^  and  1378. 

*  And  in  maintenance  of  this  charge,  'tis  faid,  that 

*  thofe  three  letters  were  of  the  fame  hand-writing 

*  with  another  letter  produced  beforeyourLordfliips, 
'  and  dated  the  20th  o^  Auguft  following.  That  from 

*  the  20th  of  April  to  the  20th  ofAugufi^  letters  were 
'  continually  fent  abroad  in  the  fame  hand- writing 

*  thatthefe letters containeda  treafonablecorrefpon- 

*  dence  ;  that  they  are  the  hand-writing  of  Kelly  ; 

*  that  Kelly  had  been  with  the  Bifhop  two  or  three 
'  times  within  thefe  two  or  three  years  paft  •,  that 
'  there  are  circumftances  in  the  cafe  of  yt?;/^.f  in  this 

*  correfpondence,  that  fuit  with  the  cafe  of ////«^- 

*  ton  *,  and  circumftances  in  the  cafe  of  both  that 

*  fuit  with  the  Bifhop.  Thefe  are  the  fadts  that  are 

*  the  main  foundation  upon  which  theBifhop's  heavy 

*  charge  is  built ;  and  furely  it  well  behoves  your 

*  Lordfhips  to  confider  fcrioufly  how  they  are  prov- 
'  ed,  and  in  what  manner  and  with  what  degree  of 

*  certainty  they  affcd  him. 

'  The  three  letters  taken  fimply  carry  no  treafon 

*  in  them  -,  they  have  not  yet  been  deciphered  into 

*  treafon,  and  were  it  not  for  a  name  in  the  direction 

*  of  one  of  them,  which  is  faid  to  be  a  cant  name 

*  of  the  Pretender's,  they  probably  might  havepaf- 

*  fed  as  harmlefs  undefigning  letters  •,    will  your 

^  Lordfhips 
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'  Lordfhips therefore  fuppofe  that  tlie  writer  dlre(ft- 
'  ed  his  letter  to  the  Pretender  by  the  cant  name  of 
'  Jackfon^  when  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
'  knew  the  Pretender  had  fuch  a  cant  nameP  Ought 
'  we  not  rather  to  fuppofe  in  favour  of  innocence, 

*  that  the  letter  was  not  intended  for  the  Pretender, 
'  but  for  one  whofereal  nanie  it  bears .^  Thefecanc 
'  names  and  the  art  of  the  decipherers,  have  been 

*  the  means  made  ufe  of  to  make  this  correfpondence 

*  treafonable  \  but  will  it  not  be  thought  hard  that 

*  a  man  muft  be  conjured  into  treafon  by  a  magic 

*  art  that  none  of  us  underftand,  and  by  a  parcel  of 
'  names  that  the  wifefl  of  us  are  not  yet  able  to  dif- 
'  cover,  whether  they  were  defigned  for  cant  names 
'  or  for  real  ones  ?  To  make  the  matter  clearer,  the 

*  clerks  of  the  poft-cffice  are  called,  and  they  prove 
'  that  the  feveral  letters,  produced  before  yourLord- 
'  fliips  are  true  copies  of  original  letters, fent  abroad 

*  as  dire6ted  ;    which  originals,  according  to  the 

*  beft  of  their  judgment  and  belief,  are  the  fame 
'  hand-writing  with  the  letter  of  the  20th  of  Jugufi 
'  above  mentioned.     This  judgment  and  belief  of 

*  theirs  is  founded  without  comparing  any  two  of 

*  thefe  originals  together,  or  without  pretending  to 

*  fay  whofe  hand-writing  they  are,  or  to  whom  they 

*  belong.  My  Lords,  I  have  already  obferved  that 
'  the  proving  of  a  hand-writing  is  at  beil  but  evi- 
'  dence  too  precarious  and  uncertain  to  make  good 

*  a  charge  of  fo  weighty  a  nature  as  this  in  judgment 

*  before  you;  but  I  cannot  help  taking  notice,  that 

*  the  proof  of  thefe  letters,    fo  as  to  make  them 

*  treafonable, is  ftill  more precarious,more  uncertain 
'  and  flippery,  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  ever 
'  met  with.  The  ufual  way  to  prove  a  hand-wri- 
'  ting,  fo  as  to  fix  a  charge  upon  the  writer,  is,  for 
'  the  witnefs  to  fwear  that  he  hath  frequently  feen  the 
'  party  v/rite,   or   that  he  hath  correfponded  with 

*  him,  and  received  feveral  letters  from  him,  and 
'  therefore  is  very  well  acquainted  with  his  ufaalcha- 

^  rader 
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*  rader  and  way  of  writing  -,  and  then  the  writing 

*  itfelf  is  produced,  the  witnefs  fwears  to  it,  and  the 
'  import  of  it  is  difcovered  by  every  by-ftander. 
'  But  here  thefe  poft-office  clerks  are  forced  to  call 

*  in  aid,  a  melTenger  and  afervant,  to  fix  the  hand- 
'  writing  of  the  letters  they  produce  ;  the  letters 
'  themfelves  are  unintelligible,  and  therefore  the 

*  afliilance  of  the  decipherers,  and  fome  cant  names 
'  muft  be  added,  before  they  can  wire-draw  treafon 

*  out  of  them  !  My  Lords,  thefe  decipherers  refufe 
'  to  give  your  Lordfhips  any  reafon  for  the  conftruc- 

*  tion  they  have  made ;  they  ihelter  themfelves  by 
'  faying,  that  to  give  you  a  reafon,  would  be  to  dif- 
'  cover  their  art;  happy  art,  indeed,  that  fhall  ena- 
'  ble  theartift  tofwcaraman  into  high-treafon,  and 
'  yet  it  fhall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  accufed  per- 

*  fon  to  difprove  him!  I  do  not  find  that  thefe  gen- 

*  tlemen   pretend  to  ad  by  unerring  rules  -,  they 

*  themfelves  own  they  may  be  miftaken;  and  there- 

*  foreuntilyourLordfhips  are letfarther into theirfe- 

*  cret,youwilljudiciallylookupon  theartofdecipher- 
'  ing  to  be  no  more  than  the  art  of  guefling,  and  ef- 

*  teemhimthatguefresbefl-,tobe  the  beft decipherer. 
*  The  meffenger  and  fervant  that  have  been  called 

'  to  finifli  the  doubtful  evidence  of  this  hand- writ-- 

*  ing,  and  to  fix  it  upon  Kelly^  are  far  from  giving 
'  yourLordfhips  fuch  an  account  of  it,  as  can  induce 

*  you  to  believe  they  are  fuiiiciently  acquainted  with 

*  it;  they  do  not  pretend  to  fay  that  they  have  been 
'  frequently  accuftomed  to  fee  or  obferve  him  write, 
'  or  that  they  ever  received  anyLetters  from  him, or 

*  ever  were  privy  to  any  of  his  correfpondencies  ; 
^  thefe  things,  one  would  have  thought,might  eafily 
'  have  been  proved  againil  a  man  of  Kelly\  great 
'  dealing  and  acquaintance,  in  as  full  and  .clear  a 
'  manner,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  admit  of. 
'  YourLordfhips  then  are  pleafed  to  obferve,  that 

*  the  evidence  offered  to  prove  this  hand-writing,  fo 
'  as  to  make  it  criminal,  confifts^of.  three  diftind 

V -branches. 
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*  branches,  fupported  by  three  different  fets  of  wir- 
'  neffes  ;  and  that  each  of  thefe  three  feveral  fets 
*>  have  given  a  very  lame,  doubtful  and  obfcure  evi- 
'  dencc  ;  but  if  their  evidence  had  been  ever  fo  full 

<  and  pofitive,  yet  I  muft  beg  leave  to  infifl,  that  it 

*  is  fucli  as  is  in  its  nature  dubious  and  uncertain,  and 

*  therefore  in  a  cafe  of  this  confcquence  ought  not 
'  to  be  relied  on.  This  will  appear  ftill  the  plainer 
'  from  the  different  opinions  obfervable  among  the 
'  different  witneffes,  infomuch  that  I  may  well  ven- 
«  ture  to  fay,  your  Lordfliips  are  as  yet  at  a  lofs  by 

<  whom  thefe  letters  were  wrote  *,  but  if  you  v/ill 
«  have  any  regard  to  numbers,  and  to  the  nature  and 
'  circumftances  of  the  tellimonygivenby  thofe  num- 

*  bers,  the  evidence  is  much  ffronger,  and  more  clear 
«  and  convincing,  that  they  were  not  wrote  by  Kelly y 
«  than  that  they  were ;  and  if  they  were  not  wrote 
'  by  him,  it  will  become  your  Lordlhips  to  confider 
'  carefully  what  you  are  a  doing  ;  for  then  the 
'  foundation  of  this  bill  will  be  flipped,  and  of  courfe 
'  the  whole  fabric  muil  fall  to  the  ground. 

But,  my  Lords,  fuppofing  thefe  letters  were  real- 
«  ly  the  hand-writing  of  Kelly,  that  they  were  of 
'  that  treafonable  fignification  that  the  decipherers 

*  contend  for,  and  that  the  names  mentioned  in  them 
'  did  not  belong  to  real  perfons,  but  were  cant 

*  names,  to  denote  the  Pretender  and  his  agents ;  I 

*  fay,   my  Lords,   fuppofing  all  this  true  of  Kelly, 

*  how  will  it  affed  the  Bifhop  ?  Might  not  Kelly 
'  write  thefe  letters,and  carry  on  this  correfpondence 
'  without  the  Bifliop's  diredlion  ?  Muft  the  Bifhop 
'  anfwer  for  Kelly's  crimes,  becaufe  Kelly  happens  to 

*  be  a  nonjuror  ?  Or  becaufe  he  was  employ 'd  to  buy 
'  gloves  and  ftockings  for  the  Bifnop,  muft  your 
'  Lordftiips  therefore  infer  that  he  was  employed  to 

*  write  treafon  for  him  ?  Suppofe  Kel'y  had  aftually 
'  lived  in  theBifhop's  family  as  his  fecretary  i  have 
'  we  not  feen,  not  many  years  fmce,  even  a  Jefuit  a 

*  Biftiop's  domeftic  without  offence  ?  Give  me  leave, 

Vol.  IX.  E  my 
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'  my  Lords,  to  carry  this  point  a  little  farther :  Has 

*  any  thing  been  offered  to  induce  your  Lordlhips 

*  to  believe  that  Kelly  faw  the  Bifliop,  or  heard  from 

*  him  for  feveral  months  before  this  correfpondence 
'  began  ?  Has  any  one  word  been  faidjor  hint  given, 

*  either  from  cant  names  or  deciphered  letters,  or 
'  any  otherwife  howfoever,  tending  to  that  purpofe  ? 

*  Nay,  my  Lords,  have  you  not  had  as  much  evi- 

*  dence  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  is  capable  of,  that 

*  the  Bifhop  could  not  diilate,.  nor  Kelly  v/rite,  thofe 

*  letters,  at  any  time  near  the  time  of  their  date  ? 

*  And  if  they  v/ere  didated  by  the  Bifhop,  it  muft 
'  be  about  that  timcybecaufe  the  circumftances  men- 

*  tioned  in  the  letter  would  not  fuit  him  at  any  other 
'  time.  And  here  my  Lords,,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,. 

*  that  the  managers  for  the  bill,  when  they  were  to 
'  apply  the  circumftances  of  Jones  and  Illington^  in 

*  the  letters, totheBifhop's  cafe,  they  built  the  whole 

*  of  their  arguments  upon  the  date  of  thofe  letters  ; 
'  but  when  they  faw  that  the  Bifhop  had  fully  proved 

*  that  it  was  impoffible  he  could  didate  them  at  that 

*  time,  why  then  truly  they  vary  their  charge,  and 
'  fay,,  that  it  was  not  his  diclating  the  letters  at  that 

*  time,  but  his  didating  the  letters  of  that  date  that 

*  they  contended  for  •,  and  they  tax  the  Bifhop  with 

*  a  partial  and  fallacious  defence,  for  applying  it  to 

*  the  time,,  and  not  to  the  fad.  But,  I  think,  with 
'  great  fubmilBon,  that  the  Bifhop  has  made  a  very 
'  juft  defence,  I  think  he  could  not  have  made  a 
'  better  i  and  under  the  difadvantage  of  proving  a 

*  negative,  I  think  it  was  almoft  impofTible  hefhould 

*  have  made  one  fo good.   For  your  Lordfliips  well 

*  remember,  he  was  charged  as  the  author  of  the 
'  letters  figned  Jones  and  IllingCon^  becaufc  he  was 
'  under  the  circumftances  of  J^?;^ and  Jllington^zt 
'  the  time  of  the  date  of  thofe  letters  :  But  the  Bi- 

*  fhop  hath  fully  proved,  that  he  could  not  be  the 

*  author  of  them  at  that  time ;  -and  if  he  were  not 

*  at  that  time,  he  ebuld  not  be  fo  nc  n-ny  other  time  \. 

'  for 
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*  for  take  away  the  date  of  thole  letters,  and  tlie  re- 
'  lation  between  Jones  and  lUington  and  the  Bilhoj), 
'  you  mull  ofcourfe  take  away  likewife.  But  then, 
'  as  your  Lordfhips  are  as  yet  at  a  lofs  when  or  by 
'  whom  theie  letters  were  either  didlated  or  wrote, 
'  fhall  the  tallying  of  a  few  circumftances  in  them 

*  with  the  Bifhops  cafe,  fuppofing  them  to  be  wrote 
'  about  the  time  of  their  date,  make  him  guilty  of 
'  high-rrcrafon  ;  cfpecially  when  his  counlel  have 
'  fliewed  us,  from  the  letters  themfelves,  as  many 
'  inllances  wherein  they  differed  !  Mud  yivs.Jones 
'  and  theBifhop'sladyfignify  the  fame  perfonbecaufe 
'  they  died  about  the  fame  time  ?  Or  mufl  Mrs.  Jones 
'  and  Mrs.  Illington  fignify  the  fame  perfon,becaufe 

*  by  a  letter  wrote,  no  one  knows  by  whom,  or 

*  when,  mention  is  made  of  the  death  of  one  Mrs. 
'  Jones^  another  letter  condoles  the  death  of  one 
'  Mrs.  Illington  ?  Or  is  the  Bifhop  guilty  of  high- 

*  treafon,  becaufe  he  is  fuppofed  to  be  meant  by 
'  Jones  or  Illington  ;  Avhen  yet,  through  the  whole 
'  correfpondence,thereis  no  treafon  committedeicher 
*■  by  Jones  or  lUington  ?  But  admitting  that  all  the 
'  circumftances  that  have  been  produced  againft  the 
',  Bifhop,  hit  him  fo  exadly,  that  it  was  morally  im- 

•^  pofTible  they  could  mean  any  body  elfe  \  yet  ftill, 
6  my  Lords,  what  has  the  Bifhop  to  do  with  it  ? 

*  Might  he  not  be  thus  defcribed,  and  thus  fpoke 
'  of,  and  yet  know  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter  ? 

*  and  if  he  is  thus  to  fuffer  for  what  another  man 
'  may  have  faid  of  him,  I  am  fure  he  is  the  firfl,and 
'  1  hope  he  will  be  the  laft,  that  ever  will  be  diftin- 
(1  guifhed  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner.  I'he  fum 
-then  of  all  the  circumftances  that  have  been  offer- 
'  ed  as  evidence  againft  theBiftiop,amounts  to  this : 
'  Here  have  been  a  parcel  of  cant  names  produced 
'  and  made  ufe  of  againft  him,  which,  tor  ought 
'  appears,  he  never  heard  of.  Here  have  been  letters 

jt.  produced  and  read  againft  him  wrote  in  cyphers, 
.*'  and  of  a  hand-writing  not  pretended  to  be  the  ^i- 

■  E  z  '  Hiop's 
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*  Hiop's,  and  of  which  your  Lordfhips  have  as  yet 

*  had  no  manner  of  eertainty.  A  conftrudion  hath 
'  been  put  upon  thefe  leuters,  which,  in  feveral  cir- 
'  cumftance:^,  hit  the  BiHiop,  and  in  feveral  others', 
'  mifs  him:  But. among  all  thefe  cireumftances, 
'  there  is  nor  the  lead  hint  of  any  word  faid,  or  act 

*  done  by  him,  relating  to  this  confpiracy,  from 

*  firft  to  lad  ;  nor  doth  it  appear,,  that  he  ever  was 
'  privy  to  it,  or  fo  much  as  heard  of  it,  till  it  was 
'  known  to  all  the  world.  And  yet,  my  Lords,  thefe, 
'  and  fuch  as  thefe,  are  the  circumilances  whereby 
'  the  Bifhop  is  to  be  guejjed into  high-treafon  ;  but  I 
'  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  be  very  cautious  how  you 

*  make  precedents  of  fuch  wretched  guefs-zvork.  The 
'  celebrated  letter  of  Dubois^  now  before  you,  is  a 
'  notable  proof  of  the  nccefTity  of  fuch  caution  \  for 
'  we  fee  the  grand  promoters  of  this  bill,cannot  agree 
'  in  their  conilrudion,  or  they  have  at  lead  changed 
'  their  opinions  about  that  famous  letter. 

'  The  uncertainty  of  this  way  of  gueffing,  puts  me 

'  in  mind  of  fome  remarkable  circumftances  relating 

■ '  to  the  renownedMr.A^fj^'?/^^,whichI  had  like  to  have 

■ '  forgotten,  and  which,  tho'  they  feem  to  be  under 

'  the  misfortune  of  being  flighted  here,  do  yet  in  the 

*  report  of  the  committee  ot  the  houfeof  Commons, 

*  make  a  very  con  fide  rable  figure.  Thofe  circum- 
'  dances  of  iVn7/c?^  in  that  report,  appear  to  be  not 
'  only  the Foundarion  of  tiic  charge  againd  Kelly d.nd 

*  the  Eifhop,  but  even' the  foitndation  of  the  plot  it 
'  felf -y  and  ih^  art  and  management  with  which  they 
'  are  there  dreded  up,  do  well  deferve  your  Lord- 
'  fhips  attention.  It  feems,  my  Lords,  thisw^orthy 
'  man  had  been  examined  four  feveral  times-,  hisex- 
'  aminations  v/ere  taken  in  writing,and  contained  an 
*•  liidorical  account  of  the  carrying  on  of  this  con- 
'  Ipiracy.  The  learned  committee,  at  the  fame  time 
'  that  they  would  rcprefent  him  as  a  vile  and  infa- 
'  mous  fellow,  and  would  be  thought  to  look  upon 
^  his  examinations  as  infudicient,  do  yet  open  their 

'  Icene 
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rfilcene  with  this  very  account,  and  build  intlrelyup- 
^  on  it.  But  would  any  one  believe  that  Neynoc  was 
'  never  fworn  to,  or  fo  much  as  figncd,  any  one  of 
'  thefe  examinations?  Can  any  body  think  that  he 
'  was  not  required  to  do  one  or  both?  Docs  not  c- 
'  very  body  know,  that  they  would  otherwiic  be  of 
;-*j  no  ule  ?  May  we  not  therefore  reafonably  fuppofe, 

*  that  he  refufed  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other? 
'  And  can  any  reafon  be  given  for  fuch  refufal,  but 
'  that  they  were  not  true  ? 

'  MyLords,  the  committee  were  well  aware,  that 

*  great  obje(5lions  would  be  made  to  this  kind  of  e- 
-' vidence,  and  therefore  they  have  added  to  it  fome 

*  circumftantial  hearfiys,  which  they  call  the  corro- 
'  boratingand  concurrent  proofs  oiNeynoe'^  teftimo  - 
^  ny.  But  pray,  my  Lords,  v/hat  are  thefe  corrobo- 
'  rating  and  concurrent  proofs  ?  Why  they  are  of 
'  this  kind,  one  man  heard  another  man  fay,  that  a 
'  third  man  was  concerned  in  this  confpiracy.  Be- 
'  hold  then  the  fum  of  the  argument :  Neynoe"^  ex- 
^  amination  \%  admitted  of  it  felf  to  fignify  nothing ; 
^  the  fame  likewife  cannot  be  denied  oi  Fancier^ 
'  hearfay :  But,  however,  both  thef-  nothings  make 

*  up  fomething  to  prove  the  plot,  becaufe  they  are 
',  the  corroborating  and  concurrent  proofs  of  each  o- 
5  ther.  And  thus  the  learned  committee  have  fo  con- 
'  trived  it,  that  they  have  made  thefe  examinations 
'■  o^Neynoe  to  be  of  moreufe,  and  to  ferve  their  pur- 
'  pofe  better,  than  if  Neymoe  himfelf  had  been  now 
*•  living,  and  produced  before  your  Lordfhips;  and 
^  therefore  itlooks  as  if  it  were  prophetically  known, 
'  that  the  man  intended  to  hurl  himfelf  out  of  the 
'  world  withawinding  fheet.  But  however  that  be, 
'  it  is  matter  of  furprife,  that  thefe  examinations, 
'  which  the  committee  treated  fo  refped:fu}]y,fhould 
'  now  by  the  counfel  be  fo  flighted,  that  they  have 

*  fcarce  mentioned  them,  but  as  if  they  were  afhamed 
'  of  them  •,  and  yet  theyare  as  good  evidence  as  any 
'  that  have  been  offered  in  favour  of  the  bill  now 

*  before  your  Lordfhips.  *  But, 
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:  f.But,  my  Lords,  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  it 
'  hath  been  warmly  urged,  that  though  there  be  not 
'  legal  evidence  againft  the  Bifnop,  yet  tliat  all  the 
'  circumflances  that  have  been  oifered  againft  him 
^  are  fufficient  to  convince  any  man  in  his  private 

*  judgment  that  the  Bilhop  is  guilty.  Nay,  it  hath 
.^  been  faid,  that  thefe  circumftances  puttogether,are 
'  ftronger  and  more  convincing,  tiian  any  pofitive 
'  evidence  whatfoever ;  and  t-hereforethat  no  one  can 
^  doubt  of  the  Biiljop's  guil  though  fome,  out  of 
'  companion  or  good  nature,  might  be  induced  to 

*  vote  in  his  favour.     How  ftro  ^g  and  convincing, 

*  or  rather  how  impertinent  and  tr'fiingthefe  circum- 

*  ftancesare,  I  haveah'eady  obferv;  d  to  your  Lord- 
*^  fliips ;  and  I  mull  fay,  it  was  not  ^vithout  a  good 
'  deal  of  concern,  that  I  heard  That  urged  as  the  re- 

*  i'a\t  of  judgment,  which  could  have  no  other  foun- 

*  dation  than  in  opinion  only.  But,  my  Lords,  this 

*  is  not  the  firft  inftance  wherein  I  have  obferved 
-  ■  *  judgmentandopinion  to  be  confounded, and mifta- 

*  ken  the  one  for  the  other,  and  that  too  in  a  very 
^  grofs  and  dangerous  manner.  My  Lords,  men's 
^  opinions,  generally  fpeaking,  are  nothing  elfe  but 

*  their  fancies  or  imaginations,  and  are  ufually 
'  grounded  upon  perfonal  pique  or  party  prejudice. 

-.;  ?  Thefe  are  weak  and  flender  foundations,  and  have 
-..^  nothing  to  do,  and  I  hope  in  England  never  will 
■  '^-  have  any  thing  to  do^  where  a  man's  life,  his  liber- 

*  ty,  or  his  property  is  concerned.  But,  my  Lords, 

*  a  man  forms  his  judgment  according  to  the  evi- 

*  dence  that  is  offered  him,  that  alone  is  his  rule  ;- 
.  '  andasthe  perfpicuityoruncertaintyofthat appears, 

*  juflice  requires  a  determination  accordingly.  The 

*  compliment  therefore  upon  the  noble  Lords  that 

*  have  appeared  againft  this  bill  (if  it  was  intended 
'  as  a  compliment)  carries  a  very  fevere  fting  in  the 

*  tail  ot  it,  as  it  fuppofes  thofe  noble  Lords  to  be 

*  pofTibly  capable  of  giving  an  unjuft  judgment.  My 

*  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Strafford  loll  his  head  for  accu- 

*  mulativc 
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*  mulacive  treafon.  A  great  many  fa(5ls  were  laid  to 
'  his  charge,  and  tho'  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
'  not  one  of  them  fingly  amounted  to  treafon,  yet  it 

*  was  infilled  on,  that  all  of  them  put  together, 
'  ihewed  an  intention  in  him  to  Tub  vert  thegovernr 
'  ment,  and  tlierefore  that  he  was  a  traytor.  The 
'  torrent  of  thofe  times  taught  men  to  argue,  that 
,'  though  the  charge  againft  the  Earl  did  not  contain 
'  legal  treafon,  yet  it  was  morally  impofTible  that  he 

*  could  commit  the  crimes  contained  in  that  charge, 
'  and  not  intend  the  deflrutlion  of  the  ftate ;  that 

*  the  facts  by  him  done,  fliewed  him  more  a  traytor 
'  than  any  pofitive  ad:  of  treafon  could  do;  and 
^  that  if  men  were  fatisfied  in  their  private  opinions 

f-*  that  the  Earl  was,  in  the  main,  guilty  of  trealbn, 

*  he  ought  to  fufTer  accordingly.  My  Lords,  this 
'  was  the  reafoning  of  thofe  days  ♦,  a  reafoning !  which 

,,*  I  hope  your  Lord  Hi  ips  will  neither  imitate  nor  en- 

*  courage,   becaufe  it  was  the  foundation  of  thofe 

*  proceedings  againfl  that  great  Earl,  which  were 
y*  loon  after  in  full  Parliament  fojuftly  branded  s  and 
.i*  if  future  Parliaments  fhould  not  be  able  to  difcover 

^  any  difference  between  the  inconvenieacies  arising 

•'  from  accumulative  evidence  and  accumulative  trea- 

g^  fon,  may  they  not  with  great  juftice  cenfure  us,  by 

*  condemning  the  one  equally  with  the  other?  That 
^  which  was  then  calkd  accumulative  treafon, was  af- 

^?  terwards  adjudged  to  be  no  treafon,   and  1  hope 

gf  ,your  Lordfnips  will  yet  adjudge  this  accumulative 

'^■v*.  evidence  to  be  no  evidence:  I  am  fure  you  will 

,  ,f  not  punifh  a  man  in  the  feverefl  manner,  until  you 

*  have  had  fome  reafon  given  you,  why  you  fhould 
^  punifh  him  at  all.  You  will  not  firft  believe  a  man 

^^.J  a  criminal  without  proof,  and  then  admit  acrimi- 
i    ^  nal  conflrudion  to  be  forced  upon  every  innocent 

*  adion,  only  to  fupport  fuch  belief.  You  will  not 
^^^  adjudge  a  man  guilty  of  the  higheft  crime  againfl 
yjjj"  tjie  iawjwhen  hisprofccutor$  tht;ipfelves  own,  they 
'nDi:'u  .P:#;^::^^^l;^^  !  cannot 
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cannot  make  good  any  one  branch  of  their  charge 
according  to  law. 

*  TheBifhop's  cafe  muftbe  owned  to  be  very  hard, 
and  the  evidence  againft  him  very  weak,  when  his 
own  letter  to  his  fon,  and  the  letter  to  Dubois  are 
put  to  the  torture  to  help  out  the  charge  againft 
him.  As  for  the  letter  to  Dubois^  it  is  amazing  to 
cdnfider  that  fuch  pains  fhould  be  taken  from  a 
fimilitude  of  a  broken  impreflion  on  wax  with  a 
whole  one,  and  a  fimjlitude  of  two  little  jE's,  to  fix 
it  upon  the  Bilhop  ;  which,  when  fixed,  can  ferve 
no  purpofe  at  all  againft  him  ;  for  that  letter  hath 
neither  date,  fubfcription,  cypher,  nor  cant  name 
in  it  •,  and  for  ought  appears,  may  have  been 
wrote  before  the  man  was  born  whom  they  would 
mean  by  Jchnfon^  therein  named.  Nothing  trea- 
fonable  is  pretended  to  be  guefi':^d  out  of  it,  nor,  for 
ought  appears,  was  it  ever  feen  by  anyone  befides 
the  VvTiter  ;  and  yet  becaufe  it  is  there  fliid  that  the 
writer  wrote  fomething  (no  one  knows  what,  or 
when,  or  to  whom)  in  the  hand  of  one  Mr.  John- 
fon^  your  Lordfhips  are  perfuaded  to  infer^  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  pofitive  evidence  of  all  the  Bifhop's 
family,  that  Keliy  was  an  intimate  of  the  Bifnop's, 
and  employed  to  write  his  treafons.  The  ufe  that 
is  made  of  the  Bifhop's  letter  taken  from  his  feryant, 
is  ftill  more  extraordinary.  I  have  indeed  too  often 
obferved  doubtfjl  adions,  by  the  help  of  bold  in- 
nuendoes, conftrued  criminally  ;  but  to  give  That 
in  evidence  which  was  neither  faid  nor  done,  to 
inuendo  filence  it  felf  into  high-treafon,  is  intirely 
new,  and  the  learned  counfel  deferve  the  glory  of 
the  difcovery.  But  the  Biftiop's  cafe  will  ftill  ap- 
pear the  harder,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  fuch 
ftrefs  hath  been  laid  upon  fuch  remote  and  diftant 
circumftances  in  favour  of  this  bill,  and  at  the  fame 
time  your  Lordfiiips  were  not  pleafed  to  receive 
on  theBiiliop'i  behalf  legal  evidence,  real  evidence 


:?ft?t' 


and 
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'  and  fuch  as  in  natural  juftice  and  equity  ought  to 

*  have  been  admitted. 

*  The  bill  that  hath  lately  pafled  both  houfcs  a- 

*  gainlt  i'lc//)',  doth  not  hinder  him  from  being  flill  a 

*  witnefs,  for  it  hadi  not  yet  had  the  royal  aftent, 
'  and  perhaps  never  may;  but  if  it  had,  there  is,  as 
'  I  apprehend,  nothing  in  that  bill,  that  will  take  a- 

*  way  his  teltimony  in  any  court  in  the  kingdom. 
'  But  be  that  as  it  will,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  infill  that 
'  he  is  at  prefent  a  good  witnefs,  and  as  every  body 
'  is  fatisfied  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  clear  up  this 
'  whole  affair,  who  knows  what  the  awe  of  an  oath 
'  might  have  extorted  from  him  ?  He  appears  to  be 
'  a  man  under  the  influence  of  confcience,  for  his  re- 
'  fufing  the  oaths  to  the  government,  and  thereby 
'  fufFering  his  fubfiftence  to  betaken  from  him,  is  a 

*  manifeft  proof  of  it.  If  therefore  your  Lordfhips 
'  had  permitted  Kelly  to  be  produced  when  the  Bi- 

*  fhop  called  for  him,  fomething  probably  might 
'  have  been  difcovered  to  have  afcertained  either  the 
'  Bifhop's  guilt  or  his  innocence.  But  as  his  cafe  now 
'  ftands,  the  evidence  of  his  guilt  appears  very  dark, 

*  and,  for  ought  I  can  obferve,  is  like  to  continue  fo. 

*  My  Lords,  I  have  now  done;  and  if  upon  this  oc- 

*  cafion,  I  have  tired  your  patience,  or  difcovered  a 
'  warmth  unbecoming  me,  your  Lordfliips  v/ill  im- 
'  pute  it  to  the  concern  I  am  under,  left,  if  this  bill 
'  Ihould  pafs,  it  ihould  become  a  dangerous  precedent 
'  for  after  age*.  My  zeal,  as  an  Englijhman^  for  the 
'  good  of  my  country,  obliges  me  to  fet  my  face  a- 
'  gainft  opprefTion  in  everyfhape;  and  where-ever  I 
'  think  I  meet  with  it  (it  matters  not  whether  one 

*  man  or  five  hundred  be  the  opprefibrs;  I  fhall  be 
'  fureto  oppofe  it  with  all  my  might:  For  vain  will 

*  be  the  boaft  of  the  excellency  of  our  conftitution  -, 

*  in  vain  fhall  we  talk  of  our  liberty  and  property 
'  fecured  to  us  by  laws,  if  a  precedent  fhall  be  efla- 
'  blifhed  toflripus  of  both,  where  both  law  andevi- 

*  dence  are  cgnfeiTedly  wanting.  My  Lords,  upon 

*  the 
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*  the  whole  matter,  I  take  this  bill  to  be  derogatory 
'  to  the  dignity  of  the  Parliament  in  general,  to  the 
'  dignity  of  this  houfe  in  particular :  I  take  the  pains 
*■  ^^i^ penalties  in  it  to  be  much  greater,  or  much  lefs 
'  than  the  Bifhop  deferves  j  I  take  every  individual 
'  branch  of  the  charge  againft  him  to  be  unfup- 
'  ported  by  any  evidence  whatfoever.    I  think  there 

*  are  no  grounds  for  any  private  opinion  of  the  Bi- 

*  fhop's  guilt,  but  what  arife  from  private  preju^ 
'  dice  only  •,  I  think  private  prejudice  has  nothing 

*  to  do  with  judicial  proceedings^  I  am  therefore 
*-  for  throwing  cut  this  bill. 

On  the  20th  of  Ma)\  the  Lords  read  the  fecond 
time,  a  bill  from  the  Commons,  intitled.  An  A5i 
for  granting  an  aid  to  his  Majefty  by  laying  a  tax  up- 
en  Papifts,  and  for  making  fiich  other  perfons^  as^  up- 
on due  funimons^ /ball ref life  or  negle^  to  take  the  oaths 
therein  mentioned^  to  contribute  towards  the  faid  tax^ 
for  reimburfing  to  the  public  part  of  the  great  expences 
occaftonedhy  the  late  confpiracies^  and  for  difcharging 
the  efiates  c/ Papifts /r*?^;?  the  two  third  parts  of  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof  for  one  year  ^  and  all  arrears 
cf  the  fame^  and  from  fuch  forfeitures  as  are  therein 
more  particularly  defcribed:    And  a  motion  being 
made.  That  the  faid  bill  be  commited,  it  occafion-^ 
i^eb-ifcson    ed  a  long  debate,  but  the  queilion  being  put  there- 
tiiebiUto     ypQj^    ii;  ^as  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  maio- 
Catholics,      rity  only  of  nlteen  voices,    vtz.    37  agamit  42  ; 
nine  of  which  laft  entered  their  diffent,  viz.  The 
OfiEarls  o^  Scar f dale ^  Litchfield^  Strafford  and  Pomfret^ 
and  the  Lords  Bingley^  Fole^^  Uxbridge^  Gower.,  and 
Jfhburnham, 

;rf  The  next  day,  the  Lords  went  into  a  committee 
vrppon  the  faid  bill,  and  the  oppofite  Peers  offered  a 
tlifader  to  be  added  to  it,  for  making  the  Scotch  Roman 
.liCatholics^  and  Nonjurors  to  contribute  towards  the 

'"fliid  tax  :  But  the  liime  was  rejected. 

Qn 
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On  IVednefday^  the  2 2d  ofM^zy,  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  a  motion  being  made  that  it 
fliould  pafs,  the  Icime  was  ftrongly  oppofed : 

Thofe  who  fpoke  for  and  againft  it  were  as  fol- 
lows. 


For  the  bill. 
Lord  Vifc.  Townfljend 
Lord  Carteret 
Earl  Cadogan 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Hereford 
Lord  Chancellor 
Earl  of  Hay 
Duke  of  Newcajlle. 


Againft  the  bill. 
Earl  of  Strafford 
Lord  'Tre'vor 
Earl  Cowper 
Lord  Bathurft 
Lord  Bingley. 


One  of  the  oppofers  reprefented,  that  this  bill  was 
diov/nu^t  perfeaition ;  another  called  it  z.  fourth  bill 
to  infli^i  pains  and  penalties^  in  an  unprecedented 
manner  :  But  they  were  anfwered  by  the  Court- 
Lords,  'That  the  Fapifts  had  incurred  far  greater 
penalties^  fo  that  this  hill  was  rather  an  indulgence 
than  a  perfecution.  They  were  replied  to,  by  the 
Earl  Cowper^  who,  among  other  reafons,  fuggefted, 

*  That  whatever  glofs  was  put  upon  this  law,   itLordcr<w. 

*  would  always  be  looked  upon  as  perfecution,   by  pery^tt^h 
*■  thofe,  at  leaft',  who  were  to  be  afFe6led  by  it,  and  bill  to  tar 

'  be  punifhed  for  other  people's  crimes ;  and  what  f^'J^"^"^ 

*  hardfiiips  the   Proteftants  abroad   might  fuffer, 
'  when  we  perfecuted  the  Roman  Catholics  at  home, 

*  he  left  to  their  Lordfhips  confideration.    That  he 

*  was  informed,   that  the  King  of  Spain  and  the 

*  Regent  of  France  had  ufed  their  good  offices, 
'  in  behalf  of  thofe  of  their  own  religion  among 

*  us,  and  as  on  the  other  hand,  thofe  two  power- 
'  ful  princes  had  given  undoubted  proofs   of  their 

*  firm  friend  (hip  to  his  Majefty,    in  the  difcovery 

*  and  quaflnng  of  the  late  confpiracy,  fo  they  could 

*  not  but  think  themfelves  but  inditterently  requi- 

*  ted  for  it,  if  this  bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  law.    His 

'  Lord- 
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'  Lordfhip  added,  that  no  ilate  ever  got  any  thing 
«  by  perfecuting  its  fubjefls,  of  which  he  gave  feve- 
^  ral  inftances^and  in  particular  fhewed  the  ill  effects 
'  of  perfecution  in  Franc e^-^'hich  had  drove  away  the 

*  wealthieft  of  tl)eir  merchants  and  moft  induftrious 

*  artificers ;  urging,  that  this  bill  might  in  like  man- 
'  ner,  force  the  Englijh  Roman  Caiholics  to  leave  the 

*  kingdom,  and  carry  eight  or  nine  hundred  thou- 
ifand  pounds  into  foreign  countries.'  For  all  thefe 
reafons  his  Lordfhip  was  for  rejeding  the  biih  but 
the  queflion  being  put  upon  the  motion  for  pafTmg 
the  fame,  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirm.ative,  by  48 
voices  and  21  proxies,  in  all  6q^  againft  37  voices 
and  18  proxies,  in  all  p^c^:  Upon  which  feverai 
Lords  entered  their  diflent,  viz. 


Z^y 


Uxbridge^ 

Scarfdak^ 

Ccuoper^ 

Bmgle)\ 

Montjoy^ 

Wefton, 

Gower^ 

Pomfret^ 

Coventry^ 

Foley, 

Hay, 

Bathurft^ 

Jfhburnham., 

Fran.  Cefiricns. 

Tadcajler. 

hechnere. 

Willough  de  Br, 

Litchfieldy 

Strafford^ 

On  the  27th  of  May ^  his  Majefty,  after  having 
given  the  royal  affent  to  the  bills  for  inflidling  pains 
and  penalties  on  theBifhop  of /^^^i?^^r,  Mx:.  Kelly ^ 
and  Mr.  Plurtkei^  with  feverai  other  public  and  pri- 
vate bills>  was  pleafed  to  tell  both  houfes,  that  he 
had  ordered  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  declare  to  them 
in  his  Majefty's  name  and  words,  the  reafon  of  his 
coming  that  day  to  Parliament :  Whereupon  the 
Lord  Chancellor  read  his  Majefty 's  fpeech  to  both 
houfes,  as  folio weth,  ^7;?j, 

li .  My  Lords  and  Gentlcjnen^ 

*;jr  Am  perfuaded,  notwithftanding  the  unufuai 
|.X  length  of  this  fefTion,  you  will  not  think  your 
f^t^,mehas  been  mifemployed,  in  confultingthe  neceC- 
[,^jSry  means  forpreferving  the  peace  and  cjuiet  of  the 

'  king- 
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'  kingdom,  and  bridging  to  jiifticefomc  of  the  chief 

*  promoters  of  that  contufion  which  lately  threaten- 

*  ed  the  nation. 

*  The  prudent  meafures  you  have  taken  for  our 
'  common  fecurity,  and  your  enabling  me  to  de- 
'  fend  my  kingdoms  againfl  any  defigns  or  attempts 

*  of  our  enemies,  arc  the  mod  convincing  teflimo- 
'  nies  of  your  fidelity  and  affection  to  me,  and  of 

*  your  concern  for  the  liberties  of  my  people.  Be 
'  afilired,  the  confidence  you  have  repofed  in  me, 
'  Ihall  never  be  made  ufe  of,  but  for  their  fafety 
'  and  defence. 

'  The  papers  which  have  been  laid  before  you,  for 

*  your  information,  and  have  fince  been  publiflied 

*  for  the  latisfi6lion  of  the  world,  evidently  fhew 
'  that  the  confpirators  had  brought  their  wicked  arts 

*  and  praftices  to  fuch  a  perfedion^  that  they  confi- 
'  dently  carried  on  their  traytcrous  projects  in  defi- 
'  ance  of  the  law,  from  an  alTurance  of  their  being 

*  able  to  elude  it;  the  refpe(5l  and  reverence  due  to  the 
'  law  had  been  loft,  and  the  tranquillity  of  my  people 
'  endangered,  had  not  you  interpofed.  This  made 
'  it  neceflary  for  the  legiOaturetoexert  itfelf  in  pu- 
'  nifhing  fuch  offenders, whofe  guilt  is  too  certain  to 
'  leave  the  leaft  room  for  doubt,  and  whofe  crimes 
'  are  too  heinous  to  admit  of  any  aggravation,    c' 

'  And  yet  it  is  with  pleafure  I  reflect,  that  the 
'  juftice  of  Parliament  has  been  fo  tempered  with 
'  mercy,  that  even  thofe,  who  are  refolved  to  be  dif- 
^  fitisfied,  muft  acknowledge  the  lenity  of  your  pro- 
^  ceedings,  and  will  be  at  a  lofs  for  any  pretence  to 
'  complain,  fo  few  examples  having  been  made,  and 
'  the  penalties,  infiidled  by  bill,  falling  fo  muchfhort 
'  of  the  punifltments  due  tor  the  fime  crimes  by  the 
^  common  courfe  of  law. 

^  The  firmnefs  you  have  fliewn,  muft  convince  all 

*  the  v/orld,  how  much  they  were  miftaken,  whofe 
'  chief  hopes  were  founded  on  thedilTafted^ion  of  my 

*  people.     It  gave  me  great  latisliadion  to  fee  as  ge- 

"^  neral 
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*  neral  a  concurrence  in  full  Parliament  upon  this 
'  occafion,  as  has  been  ever  known  on  any  former-, 
'  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,   our   enemies  will  ceafe  to 

*  flatter  themfelves  with  the  vain  imagination  of  be- 
«  ing  able  to  fubvert  our  religion  and  prefent  e- 
'  ilablifhment. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
*  I  muft  acknowledge,  in  a  particular  manner,  the 
'  great  readinefs  you  have  ihewn  in  raifing  the  ne- 

*  cefTary  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year :  It  is  an  un- 
'  expected  felicity,  that  you  have  been  able  fo  far 
*•  to  difappoint  the  hopes  of  our  enemies,  as  to  avoid 

*  laying  any  new  burthen  upon  my  people,  and  that, 

*  fo  foon  after  that  great  Ihock  and  convulfion  in  all 

*  the  public  funds,  and  in  the  midil  of  inteftine  a- 
'  larms  and  diilurbances,  the  credit  of  the  nation 
'  fhould  fo  far  revive  and  dourifh,  that  not  only  the 
'  fupplies  of  the  year  Iliould  be  raifed  at  a  much  low- 
'  er  intereil,  than  was  ever  known  in  the  mod  quiet 
'  times,  but  part  of  the  national  debt  fhould  be  re- 

*  duced  from  an  intereit  of  five  to  three  per  Cent. 
'  and  put  in  a  courfe  of  being  foon  difcharged. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  I  return  you  my  mod  fincere  thanks  for  thein- 
'  defatigabie  pains  you  have  taken  in  the  fervice  of 
'  the  public:   I  earneilly  recommend  it  to  you,  in 
'  your  feveral  llations  and  countries,  to  perfevere  in 
'  your  endeavours  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the 

*  kingdom  ;  by  juftice  and  refolution,  to  fubdue  the 

*  reftlefs  fpirlt  of  fiction  and  fcdition  ,  and  by  pru- 
'  dence  and  temper  to  reconcile  the  mifled. 

'  Some  extraordinary  aflairs  calling  me  abroad  this 

*  fummer,  I  doubt  not  but  tliat  the  wifdom  and  vi- 
t  gi lance  of  my  good  iubje6ls  v/ill  prevent  our  ene- 
f.mies  from  taking  any  advantage  of  my  abfence. 

*  To  gain  the  hearts  and  afiedions  of  my  people  fhall 
'always  be  my  firftand.principalcare;  on  their  duty 

'  and 
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'  and  loyalty  I  will  entirely  depend  :  They  may 
'  as  furely  depend  on  my  protei5lion  in  the  full 
'  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and  pro- 
'  perty. 

Then   the   Lord  Chancellor,  receiving  farther  ^^'f^  ^'"ik. 
directions  from  his  Majefty,  prorogued  the  Par- J^guedr*'' 
]ianientto^«;^^y2/^;)'  the  fecond  day  dijuly  following. 

The  fecond  fejjion   of   the   fecond  Septennial 
Parliament. 


o 


N  ^hurfday^  the  ninth  o^  January^  the  Par-  '^^^^^^^p 
_     liament  of  Great-Britain  being  met,  accord-  meets. 
ing  to  the  lafl  prorogation,  the  King  went  to  the  ^-"^•9'^' 
houfe  of  Peers  with  the  ufual  ftate  and  folemnity, 
and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  up  and  attend- 
ing, the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mand, read  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  to 
both  houfes,  as  follows  : 


My  Lords  and  Gentkrneyi., 
'   T  Cannot  open  this  feflion,  without  congratulat-  TheKingv 
'    X  ^'^S  y^^^  ^P^^  ^^^  fuccefs  of  your  endeavours,  both  hoofer, 

*  laft  year,  for  the  fafety,  intereft,  and  honour  of 
'  the   kingdom  :    The   rife  of  public  credit,  the 

*  flourifhing  condition  of  our  trade  and  manufac- 

*  tures,  and  the  general  tranquillity  of  my  people, 
'  are  the  happy  confequences  of  your  prudent  re- 
*■  folutions.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  few  ex- 
'  amples,  which  were  made  of  fome  notorious  of- 
'  fenders,  will  be  fufficient  to  deter  the  moft  dif- 

*  affedled  from  engaging  in  the  like  defperate  and 

*  wicked  pradlices.  The  augmentation  you  thought 

*  fit  to  make  to  our  national  forces,  'by  fea  and 

*  land,  has  not  only  fecured  the  general  quiet  of 
fe'the  kingdom,  againft  any  fudden  attempts,  or 
t'^infurrei^ions,  but  has  alfo  given  rae  fuch  weight 
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'  and  credit  in  all  foreign  negociations,  as  greatly 

*  contribute  towards  the  prefervation  of  the  peace 

*  of  Europe, 


Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
'  I  will  order  the  proper  Officers  to  lay  before 
'  you  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
'  year.  I  defire  fuch  fupplies  only,  as  you  fhall 
'  find  abfolutely  neceflary  for  preferving  the  peace 
'  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  my  peo- 

*  pie  •,  and  thofe,  I  hope,  may  be  raifed  without 
'  laying  any  additional  charge  or  burthen  on  my 
'  fubjedls. 

'  I  muft,  in  a  particular  manner,  recommend 
'  to  your  care  the  public  debts  of  the  kingdom, 
'  as  the  moft  national  concern  you  can  pofTibly 

*  take  into  your  confideration.     I  am  perfuaded  it 

*  muft  be  a  very  great  fadstadlion  to  all  my  faith- 
'  ful  fubje6ls,  to  fee  the  finking  fund  improved 
'  and  augmented,  and  the  debt  of  the  nation 
'  thereby  put  into  a  method  of  being  fo  much  the 
'  fooner  gradually  reduced  and  paid  off:  It  would 
'  be  a  v/ork  truly  worthy  of  a  Britifh  Parliament, 
'  to  begin  this  com.mendable  undertaking,  and  to 
'  make  fuch  a  progrefs  therein,  as,  with  a  ftrid: 

*  regard  to  public  faith  and  private  property, 
'  may  pave  the  way  to  this  great  and  defirable 
'  end. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  In  the  prefent  happy  fituation  of  our  affairs, 
'  I  have  nothing  more  to  recommend  to  you,  than 
'  tliat  you  would  make  ufe  of  the  opportunity, 
••  which  your  ov/n  good  condud  has  put  into  your 
'  hands,  in  confidering  of  fuch  farther  laws,  as 
'  may  be  wanting  for  the  eafe  and  encouragement 

*  of  trade  and  navigation,  for  the  employment  of 
^  the  poor,  and  for  the  exciting  and  encouraging 
*^  a  fpirit  of  induiby  in  the  nation. 

'  I  am 
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'  I  am  fully  GtisficJ,  that  the  trade  and  wealth 

*  of  my  people  are  the  happy  ciTcds  of  the  liber- 
'  ties  they  enjoy,  and  that  the  grandeur  of  the 
'  crown  confilts  in  their  profperity  ;  and  I  am  as 
'  fully  pcrfuaded,  that  all,   who  with  well  to  their 

*  country,   mud  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  the  vain- 

*  eft  of  ail  delufions  to  imagine,  that  the  religion, 

*  laws,  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom,  can  ever  be 

*  fecured,  but  by  fupporting  the  preferit  eftablifh- 

*  ment,   and  maintaining  rhe  fuccefTion  in  the  pro- 

*  teftanc  line.     Let  us   therefore    heartily  join  in 

*  every  thing,  that  may  tend  to  promote  our  mu- 

*  tual  happinefs,  and  to  cxtinguilh  the  hopes  of 
'  thofc,   who  long  have  been,  and  dill  are  refclefs 

*  in  their  endeavours  to  fuJojedl  this  nation  to  the 
'  whole  train  of  miferies,  that  are  iafeparable  from 

*  popery  and  arbitrary  power. 

The  King  being  withdrawn,  the  Lords  refolved 
to  prefent  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty, 
which  being  drawn  up,  and  agreed  to,  was,  the 
next  day,  prefented  by  the  houfe  to  his  Majefty, 
as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign!, 

*  TAjTE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  The  Lords 

*  V  V    fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  lhJi;lnz. 

*  in  Parliament   afiembled,  humbly   return    your 

*  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's   moft   gracious  fpeech   from   the   throne, 

*  and   for  your  gracious  acceptance  of  our  fincere 

*  endeavours  for  your  fervice  during  the  Lift  M- 
'  fion.     We  cannot,  in  juftice,  but  acknowledge, 

*  that  the   profpcrous  and   flouriftiing  condition, 

*  and  the  prefent  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  ar« 
<  the   natural   effects  of  your  Majc-fty's  wife  and 

*  fteady  government.  Your  Majefty's  powerful 
^  influence   on   all  your  foreign  negotiatioi.-s,  to- 

*  wards  the  prefervation  of  the  general  peace, 
■    Vol.  IX.  F  '  gives 


66  Pa  RtlAMtNTAKY      A.  I724, 

^  gives  us  very  great  fatisfli6tion.      We  befeech 

*  your  Majefty  to  believe  nothing  can  be  dearer 
'  to  us,  than  your  honour ;  and  that  we  cannot 

*  think  any  thing  of  greater  importance,  than  the 

*  enabling  your  Majefty  to  maintain  the  tranquil- 
'  lity  of  Europe, 

*■  We  humbly   beg  leave,  with  hearts  full  of 
'  duty  and   gratitude,  to  acknowledge  your  Ma* 

*  jefty's  paternal  care  and  tendernefs,   in  defiring 

*  the  eafe  of  your  people  from  all  unneceflary  bur- 

*  thens,  and  your  inexpreflible  goodnefs,  in  de- 
'  daring  from  the  throne  your  full  fatisfadtion, 
'  that  the  trade  and  wealth  of  your  people  are  the 

*  happy  effe(5ls  of  the  liberties  they  enjoy ;  and 
'  that  the  grandeur  of  your  crown  confifts  in  the 

*  profperity  of  your  fubjtds.     We  beg  your  Ma- 

*  jefty  to  believe,  that  nothing  {hall  be  ever  want- 
'  ing  on  our  part,  that  can  tend  to  the  increafe 
'  of  your  Majefty's  happinefs  and  glory  -,  and  that 

*  we  are  firmly  and  unanimoufly  refolved,  with 
^  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  maintain  our  prefent 

*  happy  eftablifhment,  as  the  only  folid  founda- 
'  tion,  upon  which  we  can  hope  for  the  quiet  en- 

*  joyment  of  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties. 

His  Majesty's  Anfwer,  was  as  follows  : 

My  Lords, 

^he  King*5    T  Gtve  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and 

"^'^^''*  loyal  addrefs.     Your  affectionate  concern  for  my 

honour  and  happinefs  is   very  acceptable  to  me.     Be 

affured  it  fhall  he  my   conftant  care  to  preferve  tJ:^ 

rights  and  liberties  of  my  people. 

Having  prefented  this  addrefs,  the  Lords  ad- 
lourned  till  fVednefday  the  1 5th  of  January, 

The  Commons  being,  the  day  before,  returned 
to  their  houfe,  and  their  Speaker  having  reported 

to 
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to  them  his  M;\)."tVy*s  fpccch  from  the  throne,  the 
Lord  Finch  movrd,  and  being  ffconded,  it  was  re- 
folved  nemine  con^radicente^'  *  That  an  humble  ad- 

*  drefs  be  prefentt-d  to  his  Mujtfdy,  to  congratu- 
'  late  his  fafc  and  hippy  return,  and  to  recurn  his 
'  Majefty  the  mofl  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe, 

*  for  his  mod  gr.icious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  i^c. 
A  Committee  being  immediately  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  faid  addrefs,  of  which  the  Lora  Fincb 
was  chofcn  Chairman,  his  Lordfhip,  the  next 
day,  reported  the  faid  addrefs,  which  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to,  and  on  Saturday  the  ridi  pre- 
fented,  by  the  whole  houfe,  to  his  Majefty,  as 
follows  : 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign^ 
'   \rOUR    Majcfty's    moft   dutiful  and  loyal  TheCom- 

*  1^    fubjeds,  the  Commons  of  Gr^^/-^r/V^/;z  in  aJcfs/ 
'   Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  congratulate 

'  your  Majefty  upon  your  £\fe  and  happy  return 

*  into  thefe  kingdoms  ;  and    molt  humbly  defire 

*  your  Majefty  to  accept  the  unfeigned  thanks  of 

*  this  houfe,  for  your  MajL^fty's  moft  gracious 
'  fpeech  from  the  throne.  As  your  Majefty  is 
'  pleafed  to  found  the  grandeur  of  your  crown  in 
'  the  fecurity  of  the  liberties  of  your  people,  and 

*  your  glory   in   promoting  their  profperity ;   fo 

*  they,  in  return,  muft  be  excited,   by  all  the  ties 

*  of  duty  and  gratitude,  to  build  their  h:u^pinefs 

*  upon  the  firm  and  unfhaken  principles  ot  loyalty 

*  and  affedion  to  your  Majefty's  moft  facred  per- 

*  fon  and  government. 

*  It  is  the  greateft  fatisfadion  to  your  Majefty's 

*  faithful  Commons,  to  find  that  the  loyalty  of 
'  their  refolutions,  and   the  juftice   of  their   pro- 

*  ceedings,  in  the  laft  fefllon  of  Parliament,  have 

*  been  attended,  with  all  the  happy  confcquences 

*  they  expeded  from  them  ;  and  now   have  been 

*  rewarded  with  ypur  Majefty's  royal  approbation. 

F  z  *  We 
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<  We  beg  leave  to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  we 
«  Ihall  readily  and  chearfully  raife  all  fuch  fupplies 

*  as  Ihall  be  neceflary  to  fupport  the   honour  of 

*  your  Majefly's  government,  and  fecure  the  tran- 
'  quility  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

'  We   are  highly   fenfible   of  your   Majefly*s 

*  goodnefs  to  all  your  people,  in  recommending 

*  particularly  at  this  time  to  our  confideration  the 
'  public  debts  of  the  kingdom  ;  which  are  fo 
'  heavy  a  load  and  fo  much  a  national  concern, 
'  that  we  fhould  be  wanting  to   our  felves,  if  we 

*  did  not  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  ufe  our 

*  utmoft  endeavours  to  improve  and  augment  the 
'  finking  fund,  and  thereby  put  the  national  debt 

*  into  a  method  of  being  gradually  reduced,  and 
'  paid  without  any  violation  of  public  faith,  or 
»  infringement    of    private    property:     And    as 

*  your  Majefty  is  pleafed   to  encourage   our  at- 

*  tempting  fo  great  and  noble  a  defign  •,  fo  we 
'  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  wifdom  and  fteadi- 

*  nefs  of  your  Majefty's  government  will  enable 

*  us  to  perfect  this  great  undertaking. 

'  We  aifure  your  Majefty,  that  we  know  of  no 

*  other  fafety,  under  God,  for  our  trade  and 
'  wealth,  liberty  and  property,  religious  and  civil 
'  rights,  but  the  fecurity  of  your  Majefty's  moft 
'  facred   perfon   and  government,  and  the  fuccef- 

*  fion  in  your  royal  houfe  •,  which  we  will  always 
'  fupport  and  maintain  againft  any  traiterous  at- 
'  tempt  whatfoever  :  being  truly   fenfible  of  the 

*  blelTings  v/e  enjoy  under  your  Majefty's  moft  gra- 

*  cious  and  happy  government,  which  has  hitherto 

*  preferved  us  from  all  thofe  miferies,  experience 
'  has  taught  us,  are  infeparable  from  popery  and 
'  arbitrary  power. 


To 
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To  which  addrefs  hIsMajcdy  returned  the  follow- 
ing moft  gracious  anlwcr. 

Gentlemen, 
J  Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  ThtKAug'* 

loyal  addrefsj  the  ivifdom  and  refolution  of  this  ^"^"^ 
Parlia?nent^  have  principally  contributed  to  our  pre- 
fent  happy  ftiuation  \  and  the  perfeverance  of  my 
faithful  Commons^  with  the  fame  zeal  and  unanijni- 
ty^  in  the  difpatch  of  the  public  bufinefs^  will  be  the 
fur  eft  mians  of  improving  this  favourable  opportunity, 
to  the  heft  advantage,  for  the  honour  and  interefi  of 
the  kingdom. 

The  only  remarkable  debate  which  happened  Debate oa 
this  fefTion,  was  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  buL"^'*^^"'^ 
i6ch  of  March,  when  their  Lordfhips  being  in  a 
grand  Committee,  on  the  hill  for  punifhing  mutiny 
and  defertion,  there  aroie  a  very  warm  debate,  up- 
on amotion  made  by  the  Lord  Trevor,  for  leaving 
out  of  the  number  of  the  land  forces  to  be  conti- 
nued, the  four  thoufind  additional  men  raifed  the 
year  before.  His  Lordihip  reprefented,  ^  That  th- Lord 
^  the  confpiracy  mentioned  in  his  Majelty's  fpeech  f^'^^'^* 
'  at  the  opening  the  lalt  felTian  of  Parliament, 
*  which  was  the  occafion  of  this  augmentation  of 
'  the  land-forces,  being  now  happily  extinguifhed, 
^  and  thereby  the  caule  of  raifmg  that  additional 
'  number  being  perfedhiy  removed,  there  was  not 
'  the  lead  reafon  or  pretence  for  continuing  that 
'  number.  That  the  keeping  on  foot  a  greater 
'  army,  in  time  of  peace,  than  was  abfolutely  ne- 
'  ceffary  for  the  fecuriry  of  the  King's  perfon  and 
'  government,  was  very  dangerous  to  our  happy 
'  conftitution:  And,  confidering  the  great  tran- 
'  quillity  we  enjoyed,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
'  he  could  not  but  apprehend  the  number  of  re- 
^  gular  forces,  allowed  by  this  bill,  to   be   much 


greater 
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*  greater,  than  was  necelTary  for  that  end.     That 

*  if  fo  great  an  army  was  allowed  to  be  continu- 
'  ed,  in  our  prefent  happy  circumllances,  a  l^and- 
'  ing  army  would  thereby  become  an  efiennal  part 

*  of  our  conflitution,  lince  the  reafons  for  keeping 

*  it  up  in  perpetuity  wouljd   grow  flronger  every 

*  year,  and  in  every  fucceeding  reign  :  For  on  the 
'  one  hand,  it  cannot,  with  any  probability,  be  fore- 
'  feen  or  expe&d,  that  in  any  f'lture  time,   there 

*  will  be  lels  reaforj  to  be  given,  rhan  at  prefent, 
^  for  juilifying  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  fo  great 

*  an  army,  there  being  now  as  little  danger,  to  our 

*  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  to  be  feared  either 

*  from  infurredions  at  home,  or  by  any  difl: urban cc 

*  or  invafions  from  abroad,  as  the  nature  and  infta- 

*  bility, of  humane  affairs  will  allow  of.  And  on 
'  the  other  hand,  if  fo  numerous  an  army  be  at 
^  prefent  allowed  of  in  Parliament,  no  argument 

*  can  hereafter  be  urged,  for  the  reducing  the  num-^ 

*  ber  in  any  future  reign,  but  what  will    frem  to 

*  carry  with  it  too  great  a  diftrufl  cf  the  Prince 

*  then  on  the  throne,  and  will  be  conftrued  to  im- 

*  ply,  that  the  fame  confidence  is  not  to  be  re- 

*  pofed  in  him,  as  in  his  predecefibrs.    His  Lord- 

*  Ihip  added,  *tv/ois  not  out  of  any  diftruft  he  en- 
'  tertained  either  of  his  Majefly  or  his  minifters^ 

*  that  he  was  for  reducing  part  of  the  army  : 

*  That,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  fully  convinced 
^  his  M  jefty  will  never  make  an  ill  ufe  of  his 
'  power,  of  which  they  had  a  fure  earned  in  the 

*  equity  and  -  moderation  v/ith  which  his  Majefly 

*  had  governed  hitherto  ;    but  as  they  could  not 

*  promife   themfelves  and    expecT:,  that  fo  good 

*  and  fo  juft  a  King  fhould  always  fill  the  throne, 

*  it  was  prudence  early  to  prevent  the  inconveni- 
^  encies  and  dangers  to  which  our  excellent  condi- 

*  tution  and  liberties  fhould  be  expofed,  in  cafe,  in 

*  any  fucceeding  reign,  an  ambitious  Prince,  and 

^ill 
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*  ill  minifters,  fhould  have  lo  great  a  number  of 
'  troops  at  their  difponil.     Tiiar  it  was  notorious 

*  that  all  the  dates  of  Europe^  that  have  loft  their 
'  liberties,  have  been  enflaved  by  their  own  armies, 
'  whol'e  officers  and  commanders  growing  every 
'  day  in  power,  do,  at  laft,  turn  ii  againft  thofe 
'  from  whom  they  had  at  firft  their  commifTions ; 
'  of  which  we  had  a  fatal  example,  in  England^ 
^  ftill  frefli  in  our  memories,  in  the  perfon  of  OH- 

*  ver  Cromwel.  That  befides  the  four  thoufand 
'  additional  men,  the  regular  forces  were  double 
'  the  number  of  thofe  kept  on  foot,  after  the 
'  peace  of  Ryfwick^  in  the  reign  of  King  William 
^  of  glorious  memory  •,  and  more  numerous,  by 
^  one  third,  than  in  the  late  Queen's  reign,  after 
'  the   peace  of  Utrecht  •,    that   therefore  they  are 

*  more  than  fufficient  to  fecure  the  government, 
'  againft  any  fudden  inteftine  commotion ;  which 
^  is  the  lefs  to  be  apprehended,  byreafon  of  the  ge- 
'  neral  affection  which  the  people  had  lately  (hewn 
^  in  taking  the  oaths,  though  many  of  them  that 
^  took  them  were  not  required  to  do  it,  by  the 
^  adl  paft  the  laft  fcflion  *,  and,  he  was  confident, 
^  that  except  a  few  ptrfons  of  defperate  principles 
'  and  fortunes,  who  might  hope  to  fifh  in  troubled 
'  waters,  there  was  no  body  m  Engl  an  .^  that  had 
'  any  thing  to  lofe,  that  wiilied  for  a  revolution, 
'  That  if  we  looked  abroad,  it  app-'ared,  that  by  the 

*  happy  influence  of  his  Majeily's  wife  couiifels, 
'  and  the  good  alliances  that  had  been  entered  in- 

*  to  and  cemented,  all  Europe  enjoyed  a  profound 
^  peace,  which,  in  all  probability  would  be  laft- 
^  ing  :  But   that  in  cafe   of  a  rupture,  with  any 

*  neighbouring  Prince,  our  fleet,  which  was  cer- 
'  tainly  the  moft  numerous,  and  the  beft  in  all 
^  chriftendom,  would  defend  us  againft  any  fo- 
^  reign  invafion  or  infult.  That  the  pay  of 
^  the  four  thouflmd  additional  men,  amounted  to 
S  a  good  fum  of  money.     That,  indeed,  at  ano- 

F  4  *  ther 
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*  ther  jun6lurc,  thic  expcnce  might  be  oaCily  born  ♦, 

*  but  that,    in  the  prefent  circumitances,  when  the 

*  nation  is  involved  in  fo  great  a  debt,  and  groans 
«  under  the  load  of  heavy  taxes,  this  additional 
'  charge  is  very  confiderable.  That  his  Majefty, 
«  in  his  gracious  fpejch,  at  the  opening  of  this 
^  feflion   of  ParUam.nt,    having,    in  a  particular 

'  manner,  recommended    to  the   houfe    of  Com- 

*  mons,  the  putting  the  national  debt  in  a  method 

<  of  being  gradually  reduced   and  paid  :   It  was, 

*  with  the  greateft  fatisfadion  he  took  notice,  that 
^  a  progrefs  had  already  been  made  in  that  great 
'  and  important  undertaking  •,  and  ih:it,  in  order 
^  to  improve  that  good  beginning,  not  only  the 
^  pay  of  thefe  additional  forces,  but  alfo  all  other 
'  needlefs  expences,  ought  in  his  opinion,   to  be 

*  applied  to  the  increafe  Qi\  t\\t  Jinking  fund.  His 
'  Lordfhip  concluded  as  he  had  begun,  with  moft 
'  earneil  profefTions  of  his  lincere  and  intire  affec- 

<  tion  for  his  Majefty 's  facred  perfon  and  govern- 

*  ment,  and  for  his  royal  family,  on  whofe  prof- 

*  perity,  under  God,   abfolutely  depend  both  our 

*  prefent  felicity,  and  the  prefervation  of  our  laws, 
*•  liberties,  properties,  and  holy  religion.  ■ 

The  Lord  Vifcount  Tow?iJhend^   principal   Se- 
cretary of  frate,   anfwered  the  Lord  'Trevor^  and. 
The  Lord     ^mong  other  things,  faid,   '  That  he  agreed  with 
Vifcount      '  that  noble  Lord,    in  fjme  parts  of  his  fpeech, 
fpirch/'  ^  '  t>ut  was  forry  he  differed  from   him  in  others. 
'  That  he  was  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  his  intire 

*  afFeclion  to  his  Majcfly's  perfon  and  the  prefent 

*  happy  fettlement,  nor  did  he,  in  the  leaft,  doubt 

*  but  he  faw  with  pleafure,  the  progrefs  that  had 

*  already  been  made  towards  reducing  the  national 

*  debt :  But  that,  at  the  lame  time,   they  ought 

*  to   confider,  that  as  the  happy  tranquillity  we 

*  at  prefent  enjoy,  is,  in  fome  meafure,-  owing  to 

*  the  ftrength  ot  the  government,  fo  it  was  pru- 
^  deqce  not  to  weeken  that  ftrength,    becaufe  the 

fame^ 
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fame  might  affedt  publi:  credit,  which  being 
fojnded  on  the  fccurity  of  the  government,  if 
that  fccurity  was  rendrcd  precarious,  they  would 
foon  fee  the  funds  and  ilocks  fall  ten  or  twelve 
per  cent,  which  would  render  the  reduction  of 
thv^  national  debt  altogether  impradicabL^  fi.ice 
it  was  impolTible  to  reduce  that  debt,  otherwife 
than  by  public  credit.  That  it  was  notorious, 
that  before  the  lad  augmentation  of  regular  for« 
ces,  the  gov-rnmtrnt  could  not  form  and  march 
a  body  of  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  againil 
any  fudden  attempt,  either  at  home,  or  trom 
abroad,  without  leaving  the  Kir]g%  perfon,  tne 
royal  family,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  fortified  places  expofed  ;  and  therefore  the 
faid  augmentation  was  become  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  prevent  thefe  dangers  and  inconveniencies. 
That  the  number  of  the  troops  now  on  foot  was 
not  fo  great  as  to  afford  any  jud  ground  of  jea- 
loufy,  fmce  the  prefent  forces  are  much  inferior 
to  thofe  the  crown  had  formerly.  That  by  the 
ancient  and  Gothic  conftitution  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  King  had  at  his  difpofal  the  militia  of 
the  realm,  which  chiefly  confided  in  archers, 
who  were  kept  in  conftant  difcipline  and  exer- 
cife,  the  memory  of  which  is  ilill  preierved, 
there  being  almoft  in  every  village  a  place  called, 
Bui-Lane,.  That- the  invention  of  f re-arms  h^id 
made  a  great  alteration  in  the  ancient  conftitu- 
tion, and,  inftead  of  archers,  the  crown  railed 
as  many  regul.r  troops  as  were  thought  necef- 
fiiry,  upon  any  emergency.  That  Q^ieen  Eliza- 
btth^  who  had  many  enemies  buth  at  home  and 
abroad,  conftantly  kept  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  in  the  Netherlands^  without  any  contra- 
diction from  her  Parliaments,  and  thereby  main- 
tained hcrfelt  on  the  throne,  and  overcame  all 
her  enemies.  That  it  King  Charles  I.  had  fteer- 
ed  the  fame  courfc,  he  might,  in  all  probability, 

*•  have 
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*  have  preferved  both  his  crown  and  his  lite,  fince 
'  he  lo(t  both,  only  for  want  of  a  fufficient  force 
*■  to  fupprefs  fadion,    which   was    the    principal 

*  foarce  of  all  the  calamities,  and  enormities  in 
^  which  the  nation  was  afterwards  involved.  That 
'  upon  the  rettoration  of  King  Charles  II.  they 
'  who,  at  that  time,  had  the  management  of  af- 

*  fairs,  did  not  think  it  proper  to  keep  up  a  great 
number  of  regular  troops,  and  therefore  chofe 
to  re?l:ore  to  the  crown  its  ancient  power  over 
the  militia  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  that  there  was 
a  Secret  in  that.  That  K\n^  James  II.  not 
trufting  to  the  ?nilitia^  had  an  army  of  20000 
men,  which  would  have  fecured  him.  thecrown, 
had  he  not  given  a  general  difgull  to  his  people, 
by  violating  the  fundamental  laws,  and  endea- 
vouring to  fubvert  the  conftitution  in  church, 
and   ftate.     That  in  the  reign  of  King  William^ 

'  of  gloricus  memory,  when  fome  leading  men 
'  in  the  Parliament  thought  fit  to  difband  the  ar- 
'  my  after  the  peace  of  Kyjwick^  they  fell  upon  a 

*  prcjed  to  fecure  the  government,  which  v/as  to 

*  raife  and  difcipline  the  mililia  •,  but  that  they 
'  foon  after  perceived  the  unprofitablenefs  of  that 

*  fcheme,  the  militia  proving  a  great  burthen  to 
^  the  people,  and  of  no  fervice  to  the  government. 
'  That  the  redudion  of  the  army  had  then  a 
^  double  ill  effcdt,  for  on  the  one  hand,  it,  obliged 

*  King  William  and  his   minifters  to  enter  into 

*  a  treaty  of  partipon,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 

*  it,  very  probably,  encouraged  France  to  break 

*  that  treaty,  which  pccafioned  a  fecond  war,  and 
'  was  the  fource  of  tvv^o  thirds  of  that  heavy  deb|; 

*  under  which  the  nation  labours  at  this  day. 
That  the  di (banding  of  the  army  had  almoft 
the  fame  ill  effed  in  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen^ 
having  encouraged  J^cvois  XIV.  to  furnifh  the 
Pretender  with  a  land-force  and  a  fleet  to  invade 
thtfe  kingdoms.  That  if  at  prefent  they  weak- 
ened the  hands  of  the  government^  we  fhould 

^  be 


c 


A.  1724.  DEBATES.  75 

*  be  ^xpofed  to  the  like  infulrs  and  attempts.  That 

*  if  our  enemies  may  be  credited,  in  an  affair,  in 
^  which  it   is  their  int'/refl  to  fpeak  truth,  they 

*  Teemed  confidently  aflured  of  fuccefs,  in  their 
'  defign  of  overturning  the  government,  ptovid- 
^  ed  they  had  only  an  affiftance  of  three  or  four 
'  thoufand  men  from  abroad  •,  and  that  confidering 
'  the  method  now  pradifed  in  imbarkations,  how- 

<  ever  good   and  ftrong  our  fleet  may  be,  it  was 

*  impoffible  to  hinder  a  foreign  Prince,  who  Piould 

<  have  a   mind    to  undertake  it,   to  throw  fuch  a 

*  number  of  men  upon  England.    Concluding,  that 

*  the  conftant  tenor   of  his  Mijefty's  adminiftra- 

*  tion,  fince  his  happy  accefTion  to  the  throne, 
«  ought  to  convince  every  body,  that  by  the  con- 

*  tinuing  the  number  of  regular  forces  nov/  on 
'  foot,  his  Majedy  and  his  minifters  have  nothing 
'  in  view  but  the  public  fafety  and  fecurity,  and 

*  thereby  to  give  the  people  an  opportunity  to  im- 
'  prove  trade,  and  incoarage  indaftry,  as  the  only 
'  means  to  retrieve  their  former  lofles.' 

The  Duke  of  Wharton.,  who  replied  to  the  Duke  ef 
Lord  rownfhend,  faid  in  fubflance,  '  That  tho'  ^^J^^^"'' 
he  was  fenfible  whatever  he  could  offer,  would 
have  but  little  weight,  neverthelefs,  as  the  mat- 
ter under  debate,  was  of  the  laft  importance, 
and  highly  concerned  the  fundamental  conftitu- 
tion,  he  thought  u  incumbent  upon  him,  as  a 
member  of  that  auguft  alTembly,  to  deliver  his 
opinion  •,  hoping  that  any  miftake  he  Ihould 
commit,  would  be  excufed  upon  account  of  his 
want  of  experience.  That  he  wondered  the  no- 
ble Peer,  who  fpoke  laft,  (hould  fuggeft,  that 
without  the  additional  troops  raifed  laft  year,  a 
body  of  3000  men  could  not  be  drawn  together  5 
that  he  might  eafily  be  contradicted,  fince,  be- 
fore the  raifing  of  thofe  troops,  we  had  ktn 
near  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  a  camp  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  thoufand  men,  confifting 

*  only 
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only  of  the  King's  guards,  which  was  fufficient 
to  fecure  the  government  againft  any  fudden  at- 
tempt. That  he  thought  it  no  lefs  (Irange, 
that  in  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance,  and  in 
the  lupreme  council  of  the  realm,  any  mention 
fhould  be  made  of  the  opinion  of  enemies;  that 
by  this,  he  fjppofed,  were  meant  the  abftrads 
of  fome  intercepted  letters,  and  anonymous  in- 
telligence, that  were  prmted  laft  year  ;  on  which 
he  thought,  no  flrefs  ought  to  be  laid  ;  but  ra- 
ther be  looked  upon,  as  the  empty  imaginations 
of  difaffedled  perfons,  who,  through  the  natural 
propenfity  of  all  men,  to  believe  what  they  wifb 
for,  eafily  deceive  themfelves,  and  tondly  enter- 
tain with  vain  hopes,  thofe  they  endeavour  to 
engage  in  their  caufe.  That  confidering  the 
prtfent  great  tranquillity  at  home,  and  the  hap- 
py fituation  of  affairs  abroad,  there  feemed  to  be 
no  occafion  for  keeping  up  fo  great  a  number 
of  forces.  That  by  his  Majefty's  counfels,  and 
powerful  influence,  a  general  peace  was  eflablilh- 
ed  in  Europe^  which,  in  all  appearance,  would 
lad  many  years.  That  fome  accidents  which, 
*twas  feared,  might  have  difturbed  it,  had  had 
contrary  effedls :  That  the  death  of  the  regent 
had  made  no  alteration  in  France^  for  things  did 
run  there  in  the  fame  channel,  and  the  Duke 
of  Bourbon^  who  had  fucceeded  the  late  Duke 
of  Orleans  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  feem- 
ed refolved  to  cultivate  the  fiiendftiip  and  good 
intelligence  his  prcdecefTor  had  eftablifhed  be- 
tween the  two  crowns.  That,  in  relation  to 
Spam^  King  P/??////>'s  abdication  would  prove  ad- 
vantageous to  the  peace  of  Europe^  becaufe  the 
Italian  faction,  and'miniilry,  which  efpoufed  the 
Pretender's  caufe,  were  thereby  laid  afide. 
And  as  for  the  Emperor,  he  hoped  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  him,  unlefs  he  would  quar- 
rel with  us,  for  our  kindnefs  and  good-nature  to 

^  him* 


A.r724.  DEBATES.  ^j 

*  him,    in    fuflcring  his  ellablifliing  an  Eaft-Jndla 

*  company  at  Oflcnd^   ro  the  prejudice  of  our  own 

*  company.  Bat  neverthclcls,  he  hoped  a  good 
'  correfpondence  would  ftill  be  maintained  be':ween 
'  the  two  courts.     That  thus  there   was   nothing 

*  to  be  feared  from  abroad,    and   yet  much  lefs  at 

*  home  •,  that  the  noble  Lord  who  fpokc  before 
'  hitn,  had  run  over  a  great  part  ot  our  Englifij 
«  hijlory^  and  had  endeavoured  to  fhew  the  dirfer- 

*  ence  between  the  ancient  Gothic  government, 
'  and  our    modern  conftitution  j   that  he    would 

*  not  follow  him   clofe  through  his  long  account 

*  of  bows,  archers,  and  fire-arms ;  but  would  con- 
'  tent  himfelf  with  taking  notice,  that,  according 

*  to  that  noble  Peer,  the  power  of  the  militia  was 

*  anciently,  and  ftill  remained  in  the  crown  ;  but 
'  that  it  was  obfervable  that  in  fome  former  reigns, 
'  regular  troops,  fupplied  the  place  of  the  militia  ; 
'  and  in  others,  funds  were  provided  to  difcipline 
'  the  militia,  and  render  them  ufeful,  in  order  to 
'  fupply  the  wants  of  regular  troops :  But  that  at 
'  this  time,  when  the  crown  is  pofTelTed  of  as  much 

*  power  over  the  militia  as  ever,  it  fo  great  a  num- 
'  ber  of  regular  forces  be  allowed  to  be  kept  up, 

*  the  fundamental  conftitution  will  be  intirely 
'  changed  and  overturned,  fince  thereby  an  addi- 
'  tional  flrength  is  given  to  the  crown,  without 
*-  any  equivalent  to  fecure  the  rights  and  liberties 
'  of  the  fubjects.  That  our  anceltors  having  ever 
'  judged  the  militia  fufRcient  to  fecure  the  govern- 
'  ment,  we  ought  not  to  deviate  from  that  wife 
'  inftituticn  without  evident  necefTity  •,  that  v/hat- 

*  ever  might  be  fuggefted,  the  militia  are  not  fo 
'  ufeJefs,    nor   fo   much  to  be  defpifed,    as  fome 

*  would  pretend, •fince  they  did  notable  fervice, 
'  during  the  laft  rebellion,  even  in  fome  countries 
'  the  mcft  difatfected  to  the  prefent  fettlement; 

*  and,  if  care  was  taken  to  difcipline  them  well, 
'  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  might  be  made  mor^ 

'  ufeful 
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*  ufeful.  That  the  cxpence  of  raifing  and  exercif- 
'  ing  the  militia  might,  indeed,  be  greater  than 
'  the  maintaining  regular  forces,   but  that  as  the 

*  danger  to  our  hberties,  would  be  much  lefs  from 
'  the  militia,  fo  would  the  grievance  of  that  ex- 
'  pence,  be  more  eafily  born  by  the  people.  That, 
'  in  juftice  to  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the 
'  army,  he  would  readily  acknowledge,  that  many 

*  of  them  had  appeared  zealous  defenders  of  the 
'  liberties  of  their  country,  and  had  laid  the  foun- 

*  dation  of  our  prefent  happinefs,  by  refufing  to 
'  concurr  in  the  defigns  of  the  late  King  James 
'  II.     But  that  he  had  heard  wife  men  lay,  that 

*  if  that  Prince  had  turned  out  the  old  officers  he 

*  could  not  truft,  and  made  new  ones  from  among 

*  the  common  foldiers.  King  WiHiam^  of  glorious 

*  memory,  would  not  eafily  have  brought  about 

*  his  enterprize,  at  leafl,  there  would  have  been 

*  more  blood  ihed.     That,  after  all.  Handing  ar- 

*  mies  are  enconfiftent  with  a  free-government : 
'  And,    as  in  future   generations,   an   ambitious 

*  Prince,    and  ill  defigning  minifters  might  make 

*  ufe  of  them  to  invade  our  Liberties,  fo  it  was 
'  prudence  to  prevent  that  danger  betimes.     That 

*  the    fingle    inflance   of  Oliver  Cromwell^    who 

*  came  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  turned  out 
'  with  open  force  the  very  men  from  whom  he  had 

*  his  authority,  was  a  dreadful  example,   which 

*  they  ought  ever  to  have  before  their  eyes.     That 

*  he  was  thoroughly  perfuaded,  they  had  nothing 
'  of  that  nature  to  fear  under  his  Majefty's  aufpi- 

*  cious  reign,  or  from  the  illuftrious  Princes  of 
'  his  royal  family  :  But  that  it  can  not  be  expedled 

*  that  the  throue  fliall  ever  be  filled  by  fo  good 

*  and  fo  wife  Princes.  That'befides,  we  are  not 
'  fo  happy  as  to  have  always  the  King  among  us ; 
'  that  at  lead  once  every  two  years  his  MajefVy 

*  crofles  the  fea  to  go  over  to  his  dominions  a- 
»*  broad  ;  that  for  his  part,  he  was  fo  far  from  find- 

*  ing 
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ing  fiUilt  with  it,  that  he  rather  thought  it  to  be 
for  our  advantage,  becaufe  he  could  from  thence' 
have  a  nearer  profpeft  of  the  anairs  of  Europe ^ 
and  watch  tor  our  fecurity  :  Bit  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  fliould  happen,  that  during  his 
Majv^fty's  abfence,  the  absolute  comm  and 
of  the  army  fhould  be  delegatfd  to  one 
SINGLE  PERSON,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  our  liberties, 
and  properties  might  be  in  very  great  danger, 
becaufe  fuch  a  perfon  would  thereby  be  veded 
with  an  authority  equal  to  that  of  a  St adt- Hol- 
der in  Holland.  That  he  v/as  both  furprized  and 
forry  to  fee  that  a  Lord,  who  had  fo  great  a 
fhare  in  the  adminiftration,  fhould  in  fo  folema 
and  important  a  debate,  fetch  arguments  from 
Exchange-Alley^  and  thereby  put  our  excellent 
confticution,  and  moil  effential  concerns,  in  com- 
petition with  thofe  of  a  few  flock- jobbers.  That 
on  the  other  liand,  nothing,  in  his  opinion, 
could  more  effecfually  keep  up  and  advance  pub- 
lic credit,  than  the  confidence  his  Majeily  and 
his  minilters  would  feem  to  repofe  in  the  afi^ec- 
tions  of  the  people,  by  difb.inding  part  of  th^ 
arn;y  j  and  that  the  fame  would  have  the  like 
good  cffe6l  with  foreign  Princes  :  Whereas  if 
the  court  feemed  to  think  fo  great  a  number  of 
troops,  neceilliry  in  time  of  peace,  it  vifibly  im- 
plyed  a  diflruft  of  the  afFe(5tions  of  th^^  people  ; 
which  on  the  one  hand,  might  increafe  the  dif- 
affe6lion  at  home,  and  lelTen  his  Majeffy's  credit 
and  intereft  abroad.' 
The  Lord  Bathurft  fpoke  next  on  the  fame  fide,  Lora  b^^ 
and,  in  particular,  endeavoured  to  Iliew  the  weak- J^*"^^^^^^ 
nefs  of  the  arguments  urged  for  keeping  up  x.\\^  ad- 
ditional forces,  drawn  from  the  opinion  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  government,  and  the  public  funds.  He 
added,  '  That  what  difunguiilies  moft  a  good  and 
*  juft  prince  from  a  tyrant,  is,  that  the  latter  never 

*  thinks 
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*  thinks  himfelf  Hife,   without  a  great  number  of 

*  guards  and  troops,  whereas  the  firft  intirely  con- 

*  fides  in  the  afFedions  of  his  fubjedls.  That  this 
'  was  the  courfe  which  that  wiie  Princefs  Queen 
'  Elizabeth  {leered,  for  tho'  fhe  had  many  enemies, 
'  both  at  home  and  abroad,  yet  fhe  never  kept 
'  {landing  forces  m  England^  but  defeated  all  the  at- 
'  tempts  made  againft  her  perfon  and  government, 

*  with  her  militia,  and  her  fleet,  as  her  predccelTors 

*  had  done  before  her.  That  upon  King  Charles 
'  the  Second's  refloration,  that  Prince  had  a  very 
'  plaufible  pretence  to  have  an  army  *,  but  his  chief 

*  miniflers  the  Earls  o^  Southampton  and  Clarendon^ 

*  who  were  at  the  fame  time,  great  patriots,  as  well 
'  as  great  politicians,  confidering  the  calamities  an 

*  army  had  brought  upon  the  nation  under  Crom- 
'  well^  wifely  judged  that  {landing  forces  are  in- 
'  confiflent  with  the  liberties  of  England;  and  that 
'  the  power  of  the  militia,  with  the  addition  of 

*  horfe  and  foot  guards,  were  fufficient  to  fccure 
'  the  King's  perfon  and  government.  That,  indeed, 
'  they  had  been  told,  by  a  noble  Lord  of  the  other 
'  fide.  That  there  was  a  Secret  in  it.  That  for  his 
'  own  part  he  could  not  guefs  what  that  Secret  might 
'  be:  But  wiflied,  theremay  benofecret,  atprefent, 

*  in  the  keeping  up  fo  great  a  number  of  forces. 

*  That  it  appeared  from  an  eminent  hi{lorian,  who 

*  has  given  us  the  derail  and  circumflances  of  the 
'  late  revolution,  that  it  was  miraculoufly  brought 
'  about,confidering  the  great  number  of  forces  King 
'  James  II.  had  on  foot ;  but  as  miracles  do  not  hap- 
'  pen  every  day,  neither  is  it  prudence  to  expedl 
•"  them,  but  rather  to  endeavour,  by  a  wife  forecafl, 
'  to  prevent  fuch  like  dangers,  as  would  infallibly 
'  have  come  to  pafs,   had  not  providence  vifibly 

*  interpofed.     That  he  had  a  very  good  opinion  of 

*  many  officers  in  the  army,  and  had  an  elleem  for 

*  them,  not  only  as  brave  and  gallant  foldiers,  but 
<  alfo  as  ^QQdEngliJhmcn  that  would  not  enflavc  their 

*  country  :. 
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country  :  But  yet,  he  would  not  trufl:  his  liberty 

and  property  in  the  hands  of  men  that  might  take 

them  away,  if  they  pleafed-,  for  he  knew  no  great 

difference  between  a  man's  being  aflave,and  being 

in  the    power   of  them  that  can  make  him  one. 

*"  That  of  all  men,  foldiers  are  known  to  be  ambi- 

'  tious  of  advancing,  and  exercifing  their  authority ; 

'  and  that  the  example  of  Cromwell's  army,  who 

'  turned  out  the  Parliament  that  raifed  them,  ought 

'  to  be  a  conftant  warning  againft  regular  troops.' 

The  Lord  C^r/^r^/,oneof  hisMajefty's  principal  Loyd  Cartt 
Secretaries  of  State,  who  fpoke  after  the  Lord  Ba^  '^'^^  ^"  ' 
ihurjl^  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  confute  the  argument 
urged  by  the  Lord  Trevor  and  Duke  of  Wharton^ 
for  the  difbanding  of  the  addirional  troops,  vi%.  the 
public  tranquillity:  He  faid/Thistranquillitymain- 

*  ly  proceeded  from  the  fecurityof  the  government, 

*  and  as  this  fecurity  was  in  fome  meafure,  owing 

*  to  the  additional  forces;,  the  latter  were,  in  a  man- 
^  ner,  become  neceflfary  to  preferve  that  happy  tran- 

*  quillity.  His  Lordfhip,  afterwards,  fliewed  the 
^  great  benefits  and  advantages  that  flow  from  the 

*  fecurity  of  the  government  •,  fuch  as,  the  regard  of 
*-  foreign  Princes   and    States   for    the   crown   of 

*  Great-Britain  ;  the  weight  of  his  Majefty's  coun- 

*  fels  in  negotiations  abroad,  which  had  procured, 
'  and  eflablifhed  a  general  peace  \n  Europe  •,  and  in 

*  the  laft  place,  the  relloration  of.  credit  at  home, 

*  which  had  furnifhed  the  means  of  putting  the  pub- 

*  lie  debts  in  a  method  of  being  gradually  reduced ; 
'  but  if  that  fecurity  was  removed,  it  would  imme- 

*  diately  affed  public  credit,  and  thereby  the  op- 
'  portunity  would  be  loft,  of  eafing  the  nation  of 
«  that  immenfe  load  of  debts  it  labours  under.  That 
*•  he  did  not  deny  what  a  noble  Peer  had  advanced, 

*  that  before  the  laft  additional  forces  were  raifed, 

*  there  had  been  a  camp  of  three  or  four  thoufand 
«  men  in  Hyde- Park  •,  but  that  thefe  were  troops  ne- 

VoL.  IX,  G  '  ceffary 
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neccfifary  for  the  King's  guard,  and  the  defence  of 
the  city  of  London^  and  therefore  could  not  be 
fpared  to  march  either  againft  an  enemy  that  fliould 
invade  us ;  or  to  fupprefs  any  fudden  infurreclion 
at  home,  without  expofing  his  Majefty's  perfon, 
the  royal  family,  and  the  capital  of  the  kingdom. 
The  prefent  happy  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe 
feemed,  indeed,  to  promife  a  lafting  peace  :  But 
that  human  things  are  fubje6t  to  fo  uncxpe6teu  vi- 
cifiitudes,  that  the  greateft  calms  are  often  difturb- 
ed  on  a  fudden  by  violent  florms.  That  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture,  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  an 
enemy  to  throw  in  a  body  of  troops  upon  us,  in  or- 
der to  rajfe  a  new  rebellion  in  favour  of  the  Preten- 
der, whofe  friends  and  adherents,  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed, are  ftill  but  too  numerous,  and  tho' quiet  at 
prefent,  by  reafon  of  their  late  difappointments, 
yet  are  ever  ready  to  throw  off  the  malk,  affoon 
as  they  fhall  feethemfclves  fupported  by  a  foreign 
Prince.  That  whatever  force  we  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  at  lea,  it  is  hardly  pcflible  to  prevent  a 
fudden  invafion  ;  ot  which  his  Lordfhip  gave  three 
inftances,  ftill  frefli  in  our  memories  :  Firft^  Tho' 
Kau^J  ames  II.  had  a  numerous  fleet,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames^  yet  the  Prince  of  Orange^  (after- 
wards King  William  of  glorious  memory,)  pafled 
by  undifturbed,  and  then  landed  his  army  at  "Tor- 
hay,  2dl}\  v/hen,  in  the  year  1708.  Lewis  XIY. 
undertook  tofet  iht  Pretender  on  theBriliJb  throne, 
his  fleet,  notv/ithftanding  all  the  efforts  we  could 
make,  carried  their  main  defign,  which  was  to  reach 
Scollandj  where  they  might  have  landed,  and  all 
our  fleet  could  do,  was  only  to  take  a  ftraggling 
fliip.-  And  3<i/}',  When  Cardinal  Alberoni^  in  the 
year  17 19,  formed  the  projedl:  of  an  invafion  upon 
Great-Brilain,,  he  landed  fome  of  his  men  without 
oppofition  in  SiOlland;  and  had  it  not  been  tor  the 
contrary  winds  that  detained  his  main  fleet  on  the 
coafts  o'i  Spain ^  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have 

'  landed 
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*  lanckd  a  much  greater  force  in  England.     His 

*  Lordfliip  own'd,  that  the  additional  troops  were 

*  not,  indeed,  fuflicicnt  to  oppofe  any  confiderable 
*•  force  that  fliould  be  fent  againft  us  by  a  powerful 

*  neighbour-,  but  that,  however,  they  were  fuffici- 
*•  ent  to  defeat  any  unavowed  attempt,  and  to  make 
'  a  Hand,  againll  any  fudden  invafion  or  infurredbi- 
'  on,  and  thereby  give  time  for  reinforcing  the  ar- 
'  my.  He  urged,  that  as  the  continuing  thefe  addi- 
'  tional  troops  would  fhew  the  confidence  the  nation 
'  repofed  in  his  Majedy,  and  the  good  opinion  the 
'  people  had  of  the  prefent  government,  fo  the  dif- 

*  banding  of  them  would  have  the  contrary  effed: ; 
^  and  therefore,  fince  our  tranquillity,  fecurity,  and 
'  happinefs  depended,  in  a  great  meafure,  upon 
'  them,   he  was  for  keeping  them  up. 

The  Earl  of^'/r^^^r^^anfwer'd  the  Lord  Carteret^  TheEari  of 
and  in  fubftance,  faid,  '  They  were  obliged  to  that^peechT 
'  noble  Peer  for  delivering  his  meaning  fo  plainly 

*  and  fo  fully,  that  it  was  impolTible  to  miftake  it. 

*  That,  according  to  him,  the  prefent  number  of 
'  forces  was  ejjential  to  our  Security^  and  therefore 
'  might  be  faid  to  be  ejfential  to  our  Conftitution  : 
Hereupon  the  Lord  Carteret  having  explain'd  him- 
felf,  and  faid,  *-  That  in  our  prefent  circumftances, 
'  he  thought  the  number  1 8000  men  abfolutely  ne- 
*-  cejfary :  My  Lord  Strafford  refuming  his  argu- 
'  ment,  faid,  '  That  the  being  abfolutely  neceffary^ 
^  was  much  the  fame  with  being  effential:  That  fince 
'  the  forces  now  on  foot  were  made  the  caufe  of  our 

*  tranquillity,  and  it  was  inferred  from  that  pofition, 
'  that  they  v/ere  abfolutely  neceffary^  to  f^cure  the 
^  prefent  tranquillity,  it  is  plain  they  are  thereby 

*  made  an  effential  part  of  our  confiitution.     For  as 

*  it  was  owned,  by  the  other  fide,  that  we  had 
^  nothing  to  fear  at  prefent,  either  at  home  or  from 
'  abroad,  his  Lordfhip  could  not  forefee  that  at  any 
^  time  hereafter,  any  argument  could  be  urged  for 

G  2  '  reducing 
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^  reducing  the  prefent  number  of  forces ;  but  it  was 

*  rather  to  be  apprehended,  that  plaufible  pretences 

*  might  be  found  for  increafing  their  number,  upon 
<  the  leaft  appearance  of  real  or  feigned  danger. 

*  He  urged,  that  in  cafe  either  of  an  infurredlion  at 
'  home,  or  an  invafion  from  abroad,  the  army  might 

*  eafily  be  augmented,  as  was  done  in  1715,  with 
^  wonderful  expedition  and  fuccefs :  And  that  to  the 

*  praife  of  a  miniiler,  who  is  now  with  his  fathers, 
^  (meaning  the  late  Earl  of  Sunderland)  it  muft  be 
'-  owned,  that  alToon  as  the  occafion,  for  which  thofe 

additional  troops  were  raifed,  was  over,  he  caufed 
them  to  be  difb  inded.  That  in  that  rebellion  the 
militia  p.rform'd  notib]efervice,even  in  a  county 
which  was  thought  to  be  generally  difaffrded.  And 
upon  the  whole  matter,  that  by  diibanding  the  ad- 
ditional troops  that  occafioned  this  debate,  and 
thereby  eafing  the  nation  of  part  of  the  heavy 
burden  i*.  labours  under,  the  King  would  gain  the 
hearts  and  affeftions  of  all  his  people, which  would 
be  a  greater  fecurity  to  the  government  at  home, 
and  procure  his  Majefty  more  regard  abroad,  than 
the  ineonfiderable  reinforcement  of4ooo  men,  the 
continuing  of  which  would  be  a  llirewd  indication 
of  the  unfettlednefs  of  the  government,  and,  at 
leaft,  of  a  jeaioufy  of  the  people's  diflaffediiGn. 

The  Duke  of  Ar^yle  replied  to  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford^ and  among  other  things,  faid,  '  That  this 
'  debate  having  taken  up  much  of  their  Lordlhips 

*  time,  he  would  contract  within  a  narrow  compafs 
'  what  he  had  to  fay  upon  this  fubjedl.  That  the 
'  chief  argument  to  fupport  the  motion  for  difband- 
'  ing  the  additional  troops, was  the  danger  of  a  ft  and- 

*  ing  army  to  a  free  government.  That  he  did  allow 
<  there  was  indeed,  fome  danger,  but  not  fo  great  as 
\  to  over-balance  the  good,w^hich  this  fmaii  number 
\  of  troops  may  do,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  af- 

•  '  ^  fairs. 
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fairs  That  there  is  a  vaft  difierence  b^-tween  an 
army  eftablifhed  in  perpetniry,  Ha  temper  \ry 
army.  That  if  the  prefcnt  number  of  i^  ling 
troops  were  voted  to  be  perpetual,  tliere  might, 
indeed,  be  great  danger  to  our  happy  conftitution ; 
but  as  they  are  only  continued  from  year  to  year 
by  the  Parliament^  there's  little  or  nothing  to  be 
apprehended.  Th:it  it  is  not  many  years  fince  we 
have  feen  an  Rjigli/h  army  refufe  to  concur  m  the 
overthrow  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  never  will.  That, 
however,  it  requires  fome  time  to  model  an  army, 
and  to  gain  the  officers :  And  if,  in  that  interval, 
it  fhould  be  percieved  that  fmifter  defigns  were 
carrying  on  againfl:  liberty  and  property,  bymeans 
of  the  army,  the  Parliament  may,  in  fuch  a  cafe 
apply  a  fpeedy  remedy  by  reducing  it ;  and  then 
he  would  be  the  firfl  man  that  Oiould  give  his  vote 
for  it.  That  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  ad- 
ditional forces,  which  was  urged  as  a  reafon  for 
reducing  them,  was  inconfiJerable,  and  much  lefs 
than  the  charge  would  be,  in  cafe  of  necefllty,  of 
fending  for  troops  either  from  Holland  ot  Ireland. 
That  foreign  auxiliaries  are  always,  not  only  more 
expenfive,  but  likewife  more  dangerous  or  grie- 
vous to  the  people,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  kept  in 
fo  (Irid  difcipline,  as  in  their  country.  That  the 
difbanding  fo  great  a  number  of  troops  after  the 
peace  of  Utrecht^  and  the  not  having  a  fufHcient 
force  to  fecure  the  government,  upon  his  Majefty's 
happy  acceflion,  had  been  the  principal  caufe  of 
the  rebellion  in  the  year  17 15,  the  friends  of  the 
Pretender  having  been  thereby  encouraged  to  fhew 
themfelves.  That  if  he  faw  the  nation  unanimous 
in  opinion,thatour  Laws,  liberties,  prope'-ties,and 
holy  religion,  incirely  depend  on  the  prefenc  happy 
fettlement,  and  on  the  protcilanr  fuccefiion  in  his 
Majerty'b  royal  family,  he  would  readily  give  his 
vote  for  reducing  the  army:  But  he  was  very  much 
G  ^  "^  *  afraid. 
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*  afraid,  fome  people  fo  ftrenuoufly  infifted  on  the 

*  dijfbanding  of  the  additional  troops,  with  no  other 

*  defign  than  to  weaken  the  government,  and  there- 
'  by  have  an  opportunity  of  involving  their  native 

*  country  in  new  troubles:  And  therefore  thofe  noble 

*  Lords  who  had  fpoke  for  the  redu6lion  of  the 
'  army,  would  do  well,  when  they  went  down  into 
'  their  feveral  countries  to  alTure  the  people,  with 
'  whom,  no  doubt  their  reafons  would  not  fail  hav- 
'  ing  great  v/eight,  that  their  liberties  and  proper- 
*•  ties  were  intirely  fafe,  under  his  Majefty's  aufpi- 
'  cious  government. 

The  Earl  ofSlrafford^  who  thought  himfelf  glan- 
ced at,  hereupon  declared,  '  That  he  utterly  ab- 
'  horred  and  detefbed  the  very  thought  of  a  civil 
'  war,  which  let  it  end  which  way  it  will,  is  always 
'  fatal  to  one's  country  in  general,  and  to  all  pri- 
'  vate  perfons'.  After  this  the  queftion  was  called, 
put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fime  day,  feveral  Lords  entered  the  follow- 
ing proteif. 

Die  Lwhe  16  Martii  1723. 

Hodie  tertiavicele^a  eft  hilla^  in  tit  led,  an  ad  for 
punifhing  mutiny  and  defertion,  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters. 

The  queilion  was  put  whether  this  bill  fhall  pafs, 
It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Content  77. 
Not  Content  22, 

Dijfentient, 
protcft  a-    L  YlEcaufe  the  keeping  on  foot  a  greater  army, 
mLj%ii      13   ^"  ^^^""^  o^  peace,  tho'  by  confent  of  Parlia- 
ment, than  is  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  fecurity  of 

his 
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his  Majclly's  peribn  and  government,  is,  we  think, 
very  dangerous  to  our  happy  conditution,  and  we 
cannot  but  apprehend,  the  number  of  men  allowed 
by  this  bill,  to  be  much  greater  than  is  ncceflary 
for  that  end. 

II.  Becaufe  the  confpiracy  mentioned  in  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fpeech,  at  the  opening  the  laft  feffion  of  Par- 
liament, which  was  the  occafion  of  an  addition  of 
about  4000  men,  is  now  at  end,  and  therefore  the 
caufe  of  raifmg  that  additional  number  being  per- 
fectly removed,  there  does  not  appear  to  us  the  lead 
colour  of  reafon  for  continuing  that  number. 

III.  Becaufe  as  we  conceive  the  continuing  too 
great  a  number  of  men  this  year,  will  be  a  prece- 
dent of  too  great  v/eight  for  continuing  the  lame 
number  of  troops  in  perpetuity,  for  we  cannot, 
with  any  probability,  forefec  or  exped  that  in  any 
future  time,  there  will  be  lefs  reafon  to  be  given, 
than  at  prefent,  for  juftifying  the  necefiity  of  keep- 
ing up  fo  great  an  army.  There  being  at  this  time, 
in  our  opinion,  as  little  danger  to  our  prefent  hap- 
py eftablifliment  to  be  feared,  either  from  infur- 
redions  at  home,  or  by  any  diflurbance  or  invafions 
from  abroad,  as  the  nature  and  inftability  of  human 
affairs  will  well  allow  of. 

IV.  And  we  cannot  think  the  fears  of  remote  or 
imaginary  dangers,  a  fufficient  argument  for  fo  great 
a  prefent  mifchief  as  fiich  an  army  muft  bring  upon 
the  kingdom,  not  only  from  the  great  charge  and 
expence  of  maintaining  them,when  we  are  involved 
in  fo  great  a  debt,  bur  alfo  from  the  jealoufies  which 
may  from  thence  arife  in  the  minds  of  many  of  his 
Majefty'sgoodliibjeds,  of  their  liberties  being  there- 
by in  danger ;  and  we  cannot  but  be  apprehenfive 
that  if  fo  numerous  an  army  be  agreed  to  in  Parlia- 
ment for  fonae  time  longer,  no  argument  can  here- 

G  4  after 
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after  be  urged  for  reducing  the  number  in  any  fu- 
ture rcrign,  but  what  will  feem  to  carry  with  it  too 
great  a  diftruft  of  the  Prince  then  in  pofTefTion  of 
the  throne,  and  will  be  thought  to  imply,  that  the 
fame  truft  and  confidence  is  not  to  be  repofed  in  him 
as  in  his  predeccfTors :  And  this  may  difcourage 
fome  perfons  hereafter  from  giving  their  advice  to 
the  crown,  upon  this  moil  important  fubje6t,  with 
that  perfedl  freedom,  which  ought  ever  to  maintain 
and  exert  itfelf  in  the  debates  and  refolutions  of 


this  great  council. 

IF,  Ebor. 

Go'wer, 

Boyle  (^.  of  Or- 

F. Ceftrienfts. 

Compton. 

rery.) 

Scar/dale, 

North  and  Grey. 

JVefton. 

Trevor, 

Montjoy. 

Uxbridge, 

Foley. 

Wharton. 

Aylesford, 

Briftol. 

Guilford. 

Bingley. 

Litchfield, 

Bathurft. 

April  24.  About  two  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
ncw^n,  the  King  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  be- 
ing in  his  royal  robes  feated  on  the  Throne,  with 
the  ufual  folemnity,  Sir  William  Sanderfon,  Gentle- 
man-Ulher  of  the  black-rod^  was  fent  with  a  mef- 
fage  from  his  Majefly  to  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
commanding  their  attendance  in  the  houfe  of  Peers; 
the  Commoi.s  being  come  thither  accordingly,  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  the  royal  affent  to  1 1 
public,  and  14  private  bills. 

After  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make 
the  following  moft  gracious  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
^  '   I  "i  H  E  unanimity,  chearfulnefs,  and  difpatch 
'     X     wit^h  which  you   have  now  finifhed  every 
*  thing  I  recommended  to  you  at  the  opening  this 
'  fefTion,  are  frefh  inftances  of  your  aifedion  to  my 

'  perfon 
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*  perfon  and  government,  and  cannot  fail  of  contri- 

*  buting,with  the  blefling  of  God  on  our  endeavours, 

*  towards  the  cftabliilimcntof  thar  happy  tranquil- 

*  lity  we  now  enjoy  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

'  Your  continuing  the  like  national  force  by  fea 

*  and  land  this  year,  as  was  judged  necelT  ry  by 

*  Parliament  for  the  fervice  of  the  laft,  gives  me 

*  great  fatisfadion  :  You  have  hereby  wifely  pro- 

*  vided  againft  the  mifchiefs   from   any    fudden 

*  fhocks  to  public  credit*,  you  have  provided  for 

*  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  have  enabled  this 
'  nation  to  hold  among  the  powers  of  Europe^  the 

*  rank  and  figure  due  to  her  honour  and  dignity. 

*  Nothing  could  have  been  more  acceptable  to  me, 

*  than  your  having  been  able  to  make  that  provi- 
'  fion  without  laying  any  new  or  additional  bur- 

*  thens  on  my  people. 

• 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
*  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  care  and  pains 

*  you  have  taken  towards  augmenting  the  finking 
'  fund,  and  improving  the  public  revenues  by  put- 
'  ting  them  under  a  llrider  management.    I  make 

*  no  doubt  but  that  the  happy  beginning  you  have 

*  made  will  be  attended  with  fuch  immediate  good 

*  confequences,  as  will  encourage  you  to  purfue  the 

*  way  you  have  now  opened  for  a  gradual  reducflion 
'  of  the  debt,  and  for  pucti.-'g  the  trade  and  navi- 
'  gation  of  Great  Britain  on  fuch  a  foot,  as  may 

*  not  only  in  fome  meafure  difcourage  the  unjufti- 

*  fiable  encroach -^ents   they     labour  under  from 

*  fome  of  our  neighbours,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
'  extend  her  exportations  beyond  what  has  been 
'  known  in  former  ages. 

^dy  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  As  the  early  reccfs,  which  your  diligence  and 

*  unaiJimity  has  procured  you,  affords  you  the  op- 
'  portunity  of  a  longer  retiremeni:  into  the  country, 

'  than 
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*  than  the  bufinefs  of  former  fellions  has  ufually  al- 
'  lowed  of;    I   aflure  myfelf,  that  you  will  carry 

*  with  you  thither,  the  fame  zeal  for  the  public 
«  good,  with  which  you  have  been  animated  in  Par- 

*  liament ;  and  that  you  will  make  it  your  bufinefs 
'  to  difcountenance  any  remains  there  may  be  yet 
'  left  of /edition  or  difaffedlion,  and  to  promote  that 
'  perfect  harmony  and  confidence  between  me  and 

*  my  people,  which  I  muft  earneftly  defire,  and  on 

*  which  our  mutual  happinefs  intirely  depends.' 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor  by  his  Majefly's 
command,  faid, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  his  Majefty*s  royal  will  and  pie  afure^  that  this 
prefent  Parliament  be  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
4.th  day  ^/ June  next^  to  be  then  here  held\  and  this 
Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
^th  day  of  June  next. 

The  third  fejjion  of  the  fecond  feptennial  Par- 
liament, 

ON  Thurfday  the  1 2th  day  o^ November^  the  King 
being  come  to  the  houfe  of  Peers, with  the  ufual  flate 
and  folemnity,  and  the  Commons  fent  for  up,  and 
attending,  the  Lord  Chancellor  by  his  Majefly's 
command,  read  his  Majefly's  Ipecch  to  both  houfes, 
as  follows, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  X  Am  perfuaded  you  fhare  with  me  in  th^fatif- 
'  X  fadion  I  feel  at  the  prolperous  fituatiomof  af- 
'  fairs.  Peace  with  all  powers  abroad  ;  at  home  per- 
'  fed:  tranquillity,  plenty,  and  an  uninterrupted  en- 

*  joyment  of  all  civil  and  religious  rights,  are  mofl 

'  diflin- 
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*'  diftinguifhing  marks  of  the  favour  and  protedlon 
'  of  divine  providence.  And  thefe,  with  all  their 
'  happy  confequences,  will,  I  doubt  not,  by  the 

*  bleiting  of  God  upon  our  joint  endeavours,  be 
'  long  continued  to  my  people. 

'  The  fame  provifion  by  fea  and  land,   for  the 

*  defence  and  fafety  of  the  nation,  will  continue  to 

*  make  us  refped:ed  abroad,  and  confequently  fe- 

*  cure  at  home.     The  fame  attention  to  the  im- 

*  provement  of  the  public  revenues,  and  to  the  eafe 

*  and  encouragement  of  trade  and  navigation,  will 
'  eftablifli  credit  upon  the  ftrongefl  bafis,  and  raife 

*  fuch  a  fpirit  of  induilry,  as  will  not  only  enable 
'  us  gradually  to  difcharge  the  national  debt;  but 

*  will  likewiie  greatly  increafe  the  wealth,  power, 
'  and  influence  of  this  kingdom. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
'  I  have  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  prepare  and 
'  lay  before  you  edimates  of  Vat  expences  for  the 

*  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year :  And,  as  they  do  not 
'  exceed  what  has  been  found  by  experience  to  be 

*  abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  king- 

*  dom,    I  make  no  queilion  but  I  fnall   have  your 

*  ready  concurrence  in  raifmg  the  fupplies,  in  fuch 
'  manner  as  fhall  be  moft  eafy  to  my  people. 

'  There  is  one  thing  that  I  cannot  but  mention 

*  to  you,  as  deferving  your  particular  confideration. 

*  It  is  too  manifell,  that  the  funds,  efcablifhed  for 
'  the  hnifhing  the  works  at  Greenwich  Hofpital, 

*  and  providing  for  a  competent  number  of  fea- 
'  men  there,   cannot  in  time  of  peace  be  fufficient 

*  to  anfwer  the  expences  of  this  great  and  necelTary 
'  work.      It  is  therefore  very  much  to  be  wifhed, 

*  that  fome  method  could  be  found  out  to  make  a 
'  farther  provifion  for  a  comfortable  jbpport  to 
'  our  feamen,   worn  out  in   the   fervice   of  their 

*  country,  and  labouring  under  old  age  and  infir- 

*  mities. 

My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*  You  mufr  all  be  fenfible  how  much  our  prefent 

*  happinefs  is  owing  to  your  union  and  fteady  con- 

*  du6t.  It  is  therefore  wholly  unnecefTary  to  re- 
'  commend  to  you  unanimity  and  difpatch  in  all 
'  your  deliberations.  The  zeal  and  abilities  you 
'  have  on  all  occafions  fhewn  in  fupporting  the  in- 
*•  tereft  of  your  country,  even  under  the  greateft 
'  difficulties,  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  my 
'  having  your  intire  and  effedual  concurrence  in 
'  every  thing,  that  can  tend  to  the  fervice  of  the 

*  public,  and  to  the  good  of  my  people.' 

As  foon  as  the  King  was  withdrawn,  from  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  the  Lordfhips  immediately  agreed 
upon  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  they  pre- 
fented  in  a  body,  the  next  day,  as  follows  : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

Sdreftto'^thc  *   \ A7  "^  ^^"^  Majefty's  moil  dutiful  and  loyal 

k.ng.^  °    ^  '     V  V     fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 

'  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 

'  Majefty  our  moft  humble  and  hearty  thanks,  for 

'  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious   fpeech  from  the 

*  Throne.     Peace  with  all  powers  abroad,  perfe6t 

*  tranquillity  and  plenty  at  home,  and  an  uninter- 

*  rupted  enjoyment  of  all  our  rights  and  liberties, 

*  are  fuch  ineftimable  bleffings  to  us,  as  leave  us  no 

*  room  to  wifti  for  any  thing  more  to  compleat  our 

*  happinefs,  but  for  your  Majefty's  long  life  and 
'  happy  reign  over  a  moft  faithful  and  obedient 
'  people.     We  think  ourfelves   in  duty  bound  to 

*  acknowledge  this  profperous  fituation  of  affairs 
'  to  be  wholly  owing  to  the  blefling  of  God  on 
'  the  wife  meafur^^s  your  Majefty  has  purfued  for 

*  the  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom. 

*  Your 
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'  Your  M.ijefty's  tender  and  companionate  con- 

*  cern  and  care  for  the  Teamen,  who  have,  by  their 
^  bravery,  eminently   diftinguilhed  themfeJves  in 

*  the  fervice  of  their  country,   in  all  parts  of  the 

*  world,  cannot  but  encourage  all  your  fubjedls  to 

*  the  (tridlefb  performance  of  their  duty  ;  and  we 
^  moll  humbly  befecch  your  Majefty   to  believe, 

*  that  we  fhall  at  all  times  exert  ourfelves,  with  the 

*  fame  zeal  which  has  hitherto  animated  us  in  your 
^  Majefty's  fervice,  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of 

*  the  nation,  and  that  our  chearful  concurrence 

*  Ihall  never  be  wanting,  whenever  it  lies  in  our 

*  power,  to  advance  the  true  intereft  of  the  pub- 

*  lie,  and  promote  your  Majefty's  glory. 

His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwer  was  at  fol- 
lows, 


anfwer. 


My  Lords, 

J  Thank  you  for  this  very  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs.  The  King's 
Tou  may  depend  on  myfteady  purfuit  of  fuch  mea- 
fures  only^  asy  hy  the  blejfmg  of  God  upm  my  endea- 
vours^  will  moft  effectually  fecure  the  true  intereft  of 
ell  my  people  -,  and  that  1  fhall  at  all  times  eft e em  the 
increafe  of  their  happinefs^  as  the  great  eft  glory  of  my 
reign. 

The  Commons  being,  (the  day  before)  returned 
to  their  houfe,  and  Mr.  Speaker  having  reported  his 
Majefty *s  Speech,  Mr.  'Thompfon  moved  for  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  and  congratulation,  which  being  un- 
animoufly  refolved,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  it  up.  The  next  day  (Nov.  13th)  Mr.  Thomp- 
fon  reported  the  faid  addrefs,  which  was  agreed  to, 
nemine  contradicente^  and  on  Saturday.^  the  14th, 
prefented  to  his  Majefty  by  the  whole  houfe  as  fol- 
lows : 


Maft 
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^fclm5    '  X7  O U R  Majclly's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
mens  tothe   *     X    je^^s,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Par- 


Mofi  gracious  Sovereign^ 

^      c 

the  Com- 
mons t 

^^^'         '  liamentaffembled,  return  your  Majefty  the  thanks 
'  of  this  houfe  for  your  Majefty 's  moft  gracious 

*  fpeech  from  the  Throne ;  and  as  your  Majefty's 

*  fatherly  tendernefs  for  your  people,  and  the  un- 

*  fpeakable  comforts  of  an  eafy  government,  de- 

*  mand  the  fmccreft  tribute  of  duty  ;  your  Majefty's 

*  faithful  Commons  do  now  offer  to  your  Majefty 

*  the  moft  unteigned  afllirances  of  gratitude  and 

*  loyalty,  with  that  becoming  zeal  and  affedion 

*  that  is  particularly  requifite  at  this  time. 

'  We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  w'nh.  your  Majefty 

*  on  the  profperous  fituntion  of  affi\irs  at  home  and 

*  abroad  ;  a  fubjedt  not  only  of  content  but  of  joy  : 

*  And  we  ftiould  be  wanting  to  ourfelves,  and  in- 

*  fenfible  of  our  own  profperity,  if  we  did  not 
'  feel  the  fcime  fatisfaclion  in  reaping  the  fruits  of 

*  your  Majefty's  great  wifdom,  that  your  Majefty 

*  hath  in  im ploying  it  to  dired  and  guide  us  to 

*  our  own  happinefs. 

'  Peace  with  all  powers  abroad,  plenty  and  tran- 

*  quillity  at  home,  with  a  full  and  quiet  enjoyment 
'  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  us, 
'  are  peculiar  mark  s  of  your  Majefty '5  government  3, 
'  which  that  they  may  be   for  ever  remembered, 

y  '  this  houfe  will  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  by 

*  the  divine  afiiftance,  to  tranfmit  the  happy  con- 
"  fequences  of  thefe  bleftings   to   the  lateil   pofte- 

*  rity,  as  monuments  to  futurity  of  the  glories  of 

*  your  Majefty^s  reign. 

'  To  fupport  the  intereft  and  credit  of  our  coun- 

*  try  is  to  pay  the  moft  acceptable  obedience  to  your 

*  Majefty,  and  therefore  this  houfe  will  proceed  with 
'  all  chearfulnefs  and  difpatch,  in  raifmg  fuch  fup- 
'  plies  as  fhall  be  neceftliry  for  the  honour  and  fafe- 

*  ty  of  the  nation  :  We  will  labour  to  difcharge 

'  gradually 
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*  gradually  the  national  debt,  by  the  improvement 

*  of  the  public  revenues;  to  increafe  our  wealth, 
'  by  the  advancement   of  our  trade  •,  and  to  cfta- 

*  blifli  our  firength,  by  the  encouragement  of  our 
'  navigation  •,  and  are  ready  heartily  to  afTiff  your 
'  Majelty  in  every  thing  that  ihall  tend  to  the  fe- 
'  curity  and  grandeur  of  your  Majefty  and  your 
'  kingdoms.' 

To  this  addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  moft 
gracious  anfwer  following,  viz. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  loyal  addrefs  •,  The  King's 
I  never  made  any  doubt  ^  but  that  whenever  the  ho-  ^  ^"* 
nour  and  inter  eft  of  the  kingdom  called  upon  you^  I 
jhould  meet  with  the  fame  return  of  duty  and  fidelity^ 
and  the  fame  affection  and  zeal  for  my  fervice^  as  I 
have  hitherto  experienced  on  all  occajions. 

On  Monday  the.  23d  o^ November  feveral  petitions 
about  controverted  elections,  were  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee-,  after  which,  in  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  theCommons  confidered  farther  of 
the  fupply.  The  feveral  eftimates  of  the  charge  of 
guards,  garrifons,  and  land-forces,  of  the  forces  in 
the  Plantations,  Minorca^  and  Gibraltar^  of  theout- 
penfioners  o^Chclfea  hofpital,  for  theyeari725,  and 
of  extraordinary  expences  not  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament, having  been  referred  to  the  faid  Committee, 
the  honourable  Mr.  Pelham,  Secretary  at  war,  open- 
ed the  matter,  fpoke  on  thofe  feveral  heads,  fhewed 
the  necefTity  of  keeping  up  the  fame  number  of 
guards,  garrifons,  and  land-forces, and  in  conclufion, 
moved  for  making  the  fame  provifion  for  them,  for 
the  year  1725,  as  was  made  for  this  year.  This  mo- 
tion was  immediately  feconded  by  feveral  members, 
but  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Plummer  and  others,  which 
occafioned  a  v/arm  debate  that  lafted  till  about  four 

of 
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of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon;  and  in  which  thofe 
that  fpoke  for  and  againft  the  motion  were  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 


For  the  motion. 

Againft  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Pelbam, 

Mr.  Plummer, 

Mr.  Trehy. 

Mr.  Freeman. 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon, 

Sir  William  Barker. 

Major  General  }Fade. 

The    Rt.     Hon.     Lord 

Mr.  Tonge. 

Morpeth. 

Sir  Jofeph  JekylL 

Mr.  Cornwall. 

Mr.  Htmgerford, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

M?.S.— 


We  will  not  pretend  to  give  our  readers  all  the 
particulars  of  this  debate,  but  only  a  few  material 
paflages.  In  the  firft  place  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
the  gentlemen  who  oppofed  Mr.  Pelham^s  motion, 
were  not  all  of  the  fame  opinion,  as  to  the  number 
of  troops,  fome  being  for  reducing  the  army  to  fe- 
ven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  as  was  done  after  the 
conclufion  ofthetreaties  of  Ryfwicka.rjidU'trecht,  and 
others  infifting  only  on  the  difbanding  of  the  four 
thoufand  men  raifed  upon  the  account  of  the  late 
confpiracy.  A  gentleman,  to  fhew  the  danger  of  a 
{landing  army  in  a  free  country,  brought  in  two  in- 
ftances:  One  of  an  infult  given  by  dragoons  encamp- 
ed in  the  weft,  to  fome  country-men  that  were  merry- 
making-, the  orhtr  of  an  officer  quartL-red  2itGlocefter^ 
who  upon  a  rejoycing  day,  would  not  permit  the  city 
drums  to  beat,  pretending  that  none  but  the  King's 
drums  had  a  right  to  beat  in  the  garrifon.  To  the 
firft  of  thefe  complaints  it  was  anfwered,  That  by 
feveral  affidavits  taken  before  the  magiftrates  in  the 
neighbourhood,  it  appeared.  That  a  rude  mobb  of 
difcontented  people  had  given  the  firft  infult  and 
provocation  to  the  King's  troops,  by  calling  thern 
Round-heads^  and  other  abufive  names,  and  finging 


A.1724.        DEBATES.  ()7 

or  plciyiiig  the  tune  of.  The  King  jJoall  enjoy  his  own 
agavu  &c.  To  the  other  it  was  laid.  That  the  of- 
ficer who  was  guilty  of  that  piece  of  indifcretion,  was 
fo  tar  from  being  countenanced,  that,  on  the  contra- 
ry, upon  the  tiril  notice  given  of  it  to  the  fecretary 
at  war,  he  was  ordered  to  be  difmifled  from  his  Ma- 
jefhy's  fervice,  which  punilhment  he  would  have  un- 
dergone, had  not  the  magiftrates  o^GloceJler  been  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  fubmiffion,  and  interceded  for  him. 
An  eminent  Lawyer,  famous  withal  for  his  jocofe 
and  witty  turns,  having  endeavoured  to  fhew  the 
danger  of  regular  troops  to  a  free  nation,  and  what 
little  occafion  there  was  for  them  at  this  happy  junc- 
ture, concluded,   '  He  could  not  imagine  what  ufe 

*  an  army  could  be  put  to,  unlefs  it  were  to  extin- 
'  guifli  the  flame  that  had  been  kindled  in  Ireland 
'  by  the  new  brafs  half-pence  •,  and  to  force  that  peo- 

*  pie  to  fwallow  them,  ^cJ*  But  the  moll  mate- 
rial objedions,  were  urged  by  Mr.  Shippen^  who  ha- 
ving fhewn,  'that  the  neighbouring  nations  who  had 

*  lofl:  their  liberties,  were  all  inflaved  by  regular 
'  troops,   added,   he   could  not  fee  what  occafion 

*  there  might  be  for  an  army,  in  the  prefent  fitua- 

*  tion  0^  affair 5 y  when  they  wore  alTured  by  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  from  the  throne,  they  were  in  peace  with  all 
'  powers  abroad^  and  in  perfe^  tranquillity  at  home : 

*  That  no  circumftance  of  time  could  pofTibly  be  ex- 
'  pe6ted  or  imagined  more  proper  than  the  prefent, 
'  to  difband  part  of  the  army,  and  therefore,  in- 
'  ftead  of  leaving  to  pofrerity  a  dangerous  precedent, 
'  by  keeping  up  fo  great  a  number  of  troops,wl>ich 

*  in  the  hands  of  a  prince  and  minifters  lefs  wife,  and 
'  more  ambitious  than  they  who  govern  at  prefent, 

*  might  be  fatal  to  our  excellent  conflitution,  they 

*  ought  rather  in  prudence  to  imitate  the  conduct  of 

*  former  parliaments,whoafter  the  concluaon  of  the 
♦^  treaties  of  peace  at  Ryfwick^  and  Utrecht^  reduced 

*  the  army  to  feven  or  eight  thoufandmen :  Adding, 

*  that  notwithftanding  this  laft  rediidlion,  and  the 

Vol.  IX,  H  *  great 


98  t^ARL  I  AM  E  N  TARY       kA']2^. 

*  great  party  v/hich  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  na- 

*  tion  for  the  Pretender,  his  Majefty  King  George^ 

*  came  peaceably  to  the  throne.'  Mr.  Tonge  retort- 
ed thefe  arguments  with  great  vivacity  and  addrefs. 
He  fairf,  among  other  things,  '  He  Vv^as  obliged  to 
'  the  Gentleman  that  fpoke  on  the  other  fide^  for 
'  furnifhing  him  with  reafons  for  keeping  up  the 

*  prefent  number  of  troops  :  Thdit  the  pro/per ous  Ji- 
'  tuation  of  affairs^  the  peace  with  all  powers  abroad^ 
'  and  the  per ft^  tranquillity  at  home^  beings  in  a  great 

*  meafiire^  owing  to  the  good  pofture  we  were  in, 

*  both  by  fea  and  land,  which  made  us  re[pe5ied  a- 
'  broad^  and  fecure  at  home^  it  were  imprudence  not 

*  to  continue  thofe  forces  on  the  fame  foot.  That  the 

*  Parliament  had  indeed,  obliged  Kmg  fVilliam^  of 

*  glorious  memory,  to  reduce  his  army  to  feven 
'  thoufand  men.     But  what  was  the  confequence  of 

*  it?  Whytruly,  the  Fr^;?<:i?  King  was  thereby  encou- 

*  raged  to  acknowledge  and  proclaim  the  Preten- 

*  der,  as  King  o(  England ^  and  to  feize  on  the  mo- 

*  narchy  of  6'^<^f//, which  was  the  occafion  of  a  long, 

*  bloody,   and  expenfive  war.    That  as  to  the  re- 

*  du6lion  of  the  army  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht^  it 
'  was  well  known,  that  it  was  principally  owing  to 

*  thofe  who  were  for  having  an  army  of  another 

*  ftamp.     That  this  redudlion  would  have  proved 

*  fatal  to  the  Protedant  fucceffion,  had  fome  people 

*  had  time  to  ripen  their  defigns.  That  at  lead  it  en- 
'  couraged  a  great  rebellion  foon  after  his  Majefty 's 

*  happy,  and  almoft  miraculous  acceffion  to  the 
'  crown :  And  as  the  fpirit  and  difcontents  which  rai- 

*  fed  that  rebellion  were  not  yet  wholly  exdnguilh- 
'  ed  and  fubdued,  they  would  loon  fee  infurredlions 

*  at  home,  and  the  peace  of  Europe  d  ifturbed  abroad, 

*  if  they  parted  with  the  army.'  This  fpeech 
was  generally  applauded  by  the  majority  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  thequeftion  being  put  upon  Mr.  P^/- 
ham'^  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 

206 
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206  voices  againft  69  ;  and  relblved,  i/?,  That  the  Farther  re- 
numbf  r  of  cffedive  men  to  be  provided  for  guards  thefuppV" 
and  garrifons  in  Great-Britain^  and  {oxjerfey  and 
Guernfey^  for  the  year  1725.  be  (including  18 15  in- 
valids) 18264  men;  commillion  and  non-commif- 
fion    officers    included,     idly^    That  the    fum   of 
654488/.  175.  8^.  be  granted  for  the  charge  of  the 
fiiid    18264    eflrc6live   Men,    for    the  year    1725. 
3^/)',   That  the  fam  of  152637  /.    16  s.   ^  d.  be 
granted   for  maintaining  his  Majefty's   forces   and 
garrifop.s  in  the  plantations,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar^ 
and  for   provifions   for  the  garrifons  of  Annapolis 
Royal^  Placentia  and  Gibraltar^  for  the  year  1725. 
4/M',  The  fum  of  12000/.   upon  account  for  out- 
penfioners  of  Chelfea  holpital,    for  the  year  1725. 
And,  5/i7/v,The  fum  of  76841/.  8j.  6d.  for  the  de- 
fraying feveral  extraordinary  expences  and  fer vices, 
incurred,  and  not  provided  for  by  the  Parliament. 
Thefe  refolutions  bwing,  the  next  day,  reported,  iVo*.  24th, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

February  9th.  Mr.  Controller  acquainted  the 
houfe,  that  he  had  a  melTage  from  his  Majefty  to 
this  houfe  figned  by  his  Majefty  ;  and  farther  ac- 
quainted the  houfe,  that  he  was  commanded  by  his 
Majefty  to  lay  before  this  houfe  copies  of  feveral  re- 
ports,  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  mafters  in 
Chancery,  and  he  delivered  his  Majefty's  meflage  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  delivered  the  faid  copies  and  other 
reports  in  at  the  table.  His  Majefty's  meflage  was 
read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

GEORGE    R. 

f-TlS  Majefls'  having  reafon  to  apprvhend^  that  the  Thercporu 

SJ.      ..         -^Vw  ^^      /oL  •      J  about  the 

juitors  of  the  court  of  Chancery  were  tn  danger  rafters  in 
of  lofing  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  from  the  infuffi-  Chancery 
ciency  of  fome  of  the  rnajiers^  thought  himfelf  obliged  tLcom^ 
in  Juftice^;?^  Companion  to  the  faid  fuitors^  to  take  "^^^^' 
the  mojifpeedy  and  proper  method.,  the  law  ivoutd  allow., 

H  2  for 
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for  inquiring  into  the  ft  ate  of  the  mafters  accounts^ 
and  fe curing  their  effetls  for  the  benefit  of  the  fuitors : 
And  his  Majefty  having  had  fever al  reports  laid  be- 
fore him  in  purfuence  of  the  directions  he  had  given ^ 
has  ordered  the  [aid  reports  to  be  communicated  to 
this  houfe^  that  this  hovfe  may  have  as  full  and  as  per- 
feCi  a  view  of  this  important  affair^  as  the  fhortnefs 
of  the  time^  and  the  circumftances  and  nature  of  the 
proceedings  would  admit  of. 

And  the  faid  reports,  together  with  feme  of  the 
papers  referred  to  in  them,  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  Eirther  confideration  upon  the  Fr/- 
day  mormn'y  next  following. 

February  12th. The  lioufe  took  Into  confideration 
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the  leporu  the  feveral  Reports  and  papers  referred  to  in  his  Ma- 
SXrlj«  jefty's  moll  gracious  mefilige  to  this  houfe,  the  9th 
cba:c.yy.  inftant*,  after  the  reading  part  of  the  laid  papers.  Sir 
Gsorge  Oxendon^  Bart,  member  for  the  port  o^^Sand- 
wich^Yoic  up,and  among  other  things, fiid, '  That  it 
'  manifeftly  appeared,  by  thefe  reports,which  after 
'  the  ftricteft  inquiry,  and  upon  the  matured  delibe- 

*  ration  had  been  drawn  up  by  perfons  of  the  great- 
'  eft  weight  and  authority,  for  their  abilities,  expe- 
'  rience,  high  ftations,  and  integrity.  That  enor- 

*  mous  abufes,  had  crept  inco  the  high  court  of  Chan- 
'  cery^  chiefly  occafioned  by  the    magiftrate,    who 

*  was  at  the  head  of  that  court,  and  whofe  duty  con- 

*  fequently,  it  was,  to  prevent  the  fame.  That  the 
'  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  of  the  late  Lord  Chan- 

*  cellor  v/ere  many,  and  of  various  natures,  but 
'  might  be  reduced  to  thefe  three  heads  :   iy?,That 

*  he  had  taken  into  his  own  hands  the  eftates  and  ef- 
'  feds  of  many  widows,  orphans,  and  lunatics,  and 
'  either  haddifpofed  of  part  of  them  arbitrarily  to  his 

*  own  profit,  or  connived  at  the  officers  under  him 
'■  making  advantage  of  the  fame.  2^/y,  That  he  had 
'  raifedtoan  exorbitant  price  the  offices  and  places  of 
'  tlic  mafters  of  Chancery^  and  in  order  to  enable 

'  chem 
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*  them  to  pay  to  him  thofe  high  prices,and  gratuities 

*  fortheiradmifllon,  had  trudcd  in  their  hands  large 

*  fums  of  money  belonging  to  fuitors  in  Chancery. 
^  ^dly.  That,  in  feveral  cafes,  he  had  made  divers 
'  irregular  orders.  So  that  in  his  opinion,  that  Hrft 
'  magiflrate  in  the  kingdom,  was  fallen  from  the 
'  heightof  the  dignity  and  honours  to  which  he  had 

*  been  railed  by  theKing's  royal  bounty  and  tavour, 
'  to  the  dq^ihot  inf  .my  ancidifgrace:  And  therefore 
^  he  moved  that  Thomas  Earl  oi  Macclesfield  ht  im- 

*  peacned  of  higli  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 

This  motion  was  feconded  hyfVilliam  Strickland, 
Eiq-,  and  uiirded  by  the  honourable  George Dcdding- 
tcn^  one  or  the  Lords  of  his  Majeily's  treafury,  who 
failed  noE  aggravating  tUe  mifdemeanors  of  the  late 
Lord  Chancellor,  which,  they  faid,  were  of  the 
greatefr  and  mod  dangerous  confequence,  fince  moft 
of  the  eftates  in  England^  once  in  thirty  years,  pafs 
thro'  the  court  oiChanc-^ry.  The  Right  Honourable 
fVilliam  Pulteney^  who  (lood  up  next,  faid  in  fub- 
ftance,  *  That  it  was  fir  from  his  thoughts  to  endea- 

*  vour  to  abate  the  jufl  refentmenr  which  the  Gen- 
'  tlemen  who  fpoke  laft  fhewedagainft  the  great  abu- 
'  fes  that  had  been  committed  in  the  court  of  Chance^ 
*•  ry  :  But  that  in  his  opinion  they  went  a  little  too 
^  fail  in  fo  weighty  and  importantan  affair,by  which 

*  means  they  might  lofe  the  very  end  they  aimed  at, 
>  viz.  The  effectual  punifhing  the  perfon  by  whofe 

*  negledb,  at  leail,  thofe  abufes  had  been  committed ; 

*  That  whatever  deference  they  ought  to  pay,  on 
^  thisoccafiOn,  to  the  capacity,  experience,  integri- 

*  ty,  and  authority  of  the  perfons  who  had  drawn  up 
^  the  reports,  that  had  been  laid  before  them,  yet  it 
'  little  became  the  dignity,  and,  was  even  derogato- 
'  ry  to  the  prerogative  of  that  houfe,  which  is  the 
'  grand  inquefl  of  the  nation,  to  found  an  impeach- 
^  ment  upon  thofe  reports, without  a  previous  inqui- 
'  ry,  and  examination  into  the  proofs  that  were  to 

H  3  *  fupport 
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*  fupport  it ;  an.;  therefore,  he  was  now  of  the  fame 

*  opinion  he  was  of  three  days  before,  and  moved, 

*  that  this  affair  might  be  referred  to  the  /confide- 

*  ration  of  a  fele6l  committee.'  He  was  backed  by 
feveral  members,  particularly  by  SirPFilliam  fVynd- 
ham  J   Bart,  who  among  other  arguments,    urged, 

*  That  by  proceeding  byway  of  impeachment  upon 
^  reporcs  laid  before  them  from  above,    the  Com- 

*  mons  would  make  a  dangerous  precedent,and  leem 

*  to  give  up  the  mofl:  valuable  of  their  privileges, 
'  viz.  the  inqueft  after  ftate  criminals.'  Thefe  rea- 
fons  had  a  great  weight  with  feveral  members,  par- 
ticularly on  Sir  IVilfred  Lawfcn^  and  SirTbomas  Pen- 
gelly^  who  fupported  Mr.  Pulleney's  motion.  Mr. 
Tonge^  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  treafury,  and  Sir  Cle- 
ment Wearg^  foiicitor  general,  anAvered  thofe  objec- 
tions, whereupon  the  previous  quefiion  was  put,  Whe- 
ther the  quefiion  be  now  put  upon  Sir  George  Oxen- 
den^  s  Motion  ?  Which  after  fome  farther  debate  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  majority  of  273  voi- 
ces againft  164.  Then  the  main  queffion  being  put, 
itwas  refolved,  by  the  fame  majority,  that  Thomas 
Earl  o^  Macclesfield  be  im.peached  of  high  crimes  and 
mifdemeanors  ;  and  ordered  that  Sir  George  Jxenden 
do  go  up  to  theLords,  and  at  their  bar,  in  the  name 
of  the  iioufe  of  Commons,  and  of  \x\\  the  Commons 

^he  Earl  of  of  Great-Br'ttaiu^  impeach  Thcmas  Earl  of  Maccles- 
Maccie^fieid  i^^/^  of  high  criuics  and  mifdemeanors,  and  acquaint 
tnem,  that  this  houfe  would,  m  due  tmie,exhibit  par- 
ticular articles  againft  hinj,and  make  good  the  fame. 
Then  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  againft  Thomas  Earl  of  Mac- 
clesjield  y  to  which  committee  the  feveral  reports 
referred  to  in  his  Majefty's  meffage,were  referred. 
After  this,  upon  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  JVeft,  and 
feconded  by  Mr.  Thor.pfon^  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  to  indemnify  the  mafiers  of  Chancery 
from  the  'penalties  of  the  a5l  of  the  c^th  and  6th  years 
of  King  Edward  thefixth  {againft  buying  and  felling 

of 
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of  x^ces)  upon  their  difcovering  that  covfideratioyiy 
pr  I  ce^Br  gratuity  they  paid^or  agree-  iopay.Jor  tbepur^ 
chafe  of  or  for  thtir  admiffwn  lo  their  rcfpetJive  officer. 

The  next  day.  Sir  George  Oxcnden  repC)rted,That  Feb,  13th. 
he  had  been  with  thct  Lords,  and  in  the  name  of  this 
hoiife,  and   of  all  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain^ 
had  impeached  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield  o\'  \-\\^ 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  and  acquainted  thcLorcls, 
That  the  Commons  would,  in  due  time,  exliibi<  par- 
ticular artich^s  againfthim,andmak  -  good  the  fiime. 
After  t\\\%^Mv.lVtfi  pn  f^.ted  to  the  houfc  '  a  bill  for  Bill  to  in- 
^  indemnifying  the  maftjisii  Chancery  from  the  pe-  ma"eJs^ii  ^ 
'  nalfies  of  rhe  acl  of  the  /:ih  and  6ih  years  of  King-  Chancery, 

-  ^^   rc3i'   twice 

*  Edward  the  Vlth.  Tagainl!:  buying  and  felling  of  and  ordered 

'  offices;  upon  their  difcovering  what  confideration,  to^'"^ins'"of. 

'  price,  or  gratuity  they  paid  or  agreed  to  pay  for 

'  the  purchafe  of,  or  for  their  admiffion  to  their  re- 

'  fpcdlive  offices.'  Which  bill  was  immediately  read 

the  firit,  and  fecond  time,  and, without  going  thro' 

a  committee,  ordered  to  be  ingroiTed. 

On  Monday  the  15th  the  faid  ingrofied  bill  was  Pafled  and' 
read  the  3d  time,  pafTed  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  thTLordT. 
after  which  the  Commons  proceeded  to  the  hearing 
of  the  counfel  for  the  bill  for  the  regulating  elec- 
tions within  the  city  of  Londonj  &c. 


"This  bill  occafioned  a  great  ferment  among  the  Orderofthe 
citizens  :  For,  on  Monday  the  2:'d  of  March^  was  council  of 
held  a  court  of  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  ^2o„2a-^ 
city  o^  London y  in    common    council    aflembled  j  bout  the  bill 
when  the  court  came  to  the  following  refolutions :  g^ie^loIJif*'* 
viz, 

^  This  court  being  fenfible  of  the   great  obli* 

*  gations   the  city  has  to  Francis  Child,  Efq;  one 

^  of  the  Aldermen  of  this  city,  Richard  Lockwood^ 

^  Efq;  and  John  Barnard,    Efqj  (three  of  their 

H  4  *^  repre- 
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'  reprefentatives  in  Parliament)  for  their  great  pains 

'  and  application,  and  for  their  brave,  ftrenuous 

*  and  very  honourable  behaviour,  in  relation  to 
'  the  bill  lately  depending  in  the  honourable  houfe 
^  of  Commons,  bearing  the  title  of  a  ^////^rr^^^/- 

*  lating  eUBions  within  the  city  (?/L.ondon,  and  for 

*  preferving  the  peace^  good  order ^  and  government 

*  of  the  faid  city  ;  and  to  the  end  fuch  fignal  fervices 

*  may  not  pafs  without  an  acknowledgment :  It  is 
'  ordered,  that  the  thanks  of  this  court,  on  behalf 

*  of  themfelves  and  all  their  fellov/  citizens,  be  given 
'  to  the  faid  three  worthy  gentlemen,  for  their  en- 
'  deavours  to  defend  the  ancient  rights,  franchifes, 

*  and  liberties  of  this  great  corporation.    And  the 

*  committee  this  day  appointed  to  prepare  a  peti- 

*  tion  againft  the  laid  bill,  and  to  oppofe  the  fame 
'  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  are  defired  to  attend  the 
'  faid  three  gentlemen  with  the  refolution  and  or- 
'  der  of  this  court,  and  to  deliver  them  a  copy 
'  thereof,   which   is  to  be  figned  by  Mr.  Town 

*  Clerk  for  that  purpofe.' 

And  the  committee  confiding  of  four  Aldermen 
^d  eight  Commoners  waited  upon  the  faid  three 
worthy  members  purfuant  to  the  faid  order. 

This  affair  having  raifed  no  fmall  ferment  in  the 

city,  fome  evil  difpofedperfons  took  that  occafion  to 

foment  and  heighten  the  difcontents  ;  for  which 

p'irpofeth"y,and  their  emiiraries,indullriouflyhand- 

intended  tu.ed  about  and  difperfed,  on  Wednefday  the   24th 

muLuous     -j^  j-|^g  evenino;,  and  the   next  mornino;,  a  print- 
in  et;n^  pre-     ,-  ^'     .   .  ,  .   .  ^^^      \  , 

Vented.  ctQ  luniino.is  iiiviting  the  Citizens  to  aliemble  at 
Guild-hall.,  on  Thurfday  the  25th,  at  five  o'clock 
iu  th^  Afx'ino  ,  to  confider  of  the  hill  now  de- 
pending jr<:;r  regulating  ele5fions^  &c.  Hereupon  the 
Lord  Mayor,  and  his  brethren  the  Aldermen,  juftly 
refen^i')gr]>i^nr:  ^aciousactemptupon  their  authority, 
with  great  prudence,  ordered  the  gates  of  Guildhall 

to 
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to  be  fhut  up,  ailoon  as  the  bufinefs  of  the  common 
council  (which  was  then  called)  fhould  be  finifhed  ; 
And  having  acquainted  the  government  with  what 
had  pafTed,  the  guards  were  thereupon  doubled  at 
St.  James'^  palace,  Leicefter  houfe,  and  SomerfeU 
houle.  By  thefe  wife  precautions  all  things  were 
kept  quiet,  and  to  give  farther  fatisfadion  to  the 
citizens,  the  following  printed  paper  was  difper- 
fed;  viz, 

London,  "Thurfday,  March  2^,  1725. 

*  TTITHercas  a  printed  fummons  was  laft  night 
'  V  V  and  this  morning  induftrioufly  handed  a- 
'  bout,  for  a  general  meeting  of  the  citizens  ziGuild- 
'  hall,  this  afternoon,  at  five  o'clock,  to  confider 
'  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  city  of  London.  This 
'  unheard  of  proceeding  is  juftly  fuppofed  to  be 
'  calculated  to  draw  the  citizens  together,  to  pre- 
'  cipitate  them  into  fome  ad,  to  countenance  the 

*  late  diforders  at  elec1:ions,  and  the  prefent  unfet^ 
'  tied  ftate  of  things  in  the  city,  for  the  remedy 
^  whereof  the  faid  bill  does  wifely  provide  ;  and  it 

*  is  hoped  that  fuch  as  are  for  the  welfare  of  the 
^  city,  and  can  be  prefent  at  the  hall  at  this  hour's 

*  notice,  will  bear  their  teftimony  againft  fuch  dif- 

*  orderly  proceedings. 

<  N.  B.  ne  laft  Petition  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 

*  mon  council,  was  voted  without  fo  much  as  publicly 
'  reading  the  faid  hill,  as  it  paffed  in  the  houfe  of 
'  Commons^  but  as  the  faid  hill  is  printed,  it's  hoped 

■ '  the  citizens  of  London  will  read  it,   which  will 

*  fufficiently  guard  them  againft  the  unjuft  mifrepre- 
'  fentations  that  are  fnade  againft  it  by  deftgning  men,^ 

According  to  the  hint,  or  notice,  given  m  this  f^^^^^^ 
paper,  there  was  publilhed  an  abftrad  of  the  faid  reuuiadng 
bill^  as  follows.  ©>c. 

The 
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TH  E  bill  now  depc^^ding  in  Parliament /<7r  re- 
gulativg  ele5iions  within  the  city  of  London, 
and  for  preferving  the 'peace ^  good  order^  and  govern- 
ment  of  the  faid  city^  feems  to  be  fo  wifely  calculated 
for  effedling  the  good  purpofes  exprefled  in  the 
title  of  it,  that  one  would  wonder  it  fhould  be  op- 
:  pofed  by  any  honeft  citizen  of  London^  efpecially 
confidering  the  time  and  pains  fpent  in  it  by  the 
honourable  houfe  of  Commons,  and  their  great  in- 
dulgence and  patience  in  hearing  and  debating  the 
objeclions  made  to  the  feveral  parts  of  it.  Surely 
it  mufl:  be  for  want  of  knowing  v;hat  the  bill  is, 
that  fome  people  join  in  the  clamour  raifed  by  de- 
figning  perfons  againft  it.  And  fmce  extraordina- 
ry e  ideavours  have  been  ufed  to  get  citizens,  ^c. 
to  fign  a  petition  againft  they  know  not  what, 
(anglice^  the  bill)  it  feems  very  feafonable  to  pub- 
lifh  the  following  abfcracc,  which  for  the  cafe  of 
the  reader,  is  diftinguifhed  under  thefe  heads. 

I.  The  pream.ble. 

II.  Of  clerks  of  the  polls,  and  oaths  of  eledors. 

III.  Of  proceedings  on  polls  and  fjrutinies. 

IV.  Of  the  right  of  voting  for  aldermen  and  com- 
mon council  men. 

V.  Of  appeals  upon  grievances  in  affefTments. 

VI.  Of  the  difqualifications  of  voters. 

VII.  Of  making  adts  and  orders  in  common- 
council. 

VIII.  Of  freemen's  making  their  wills. 

IX.  Of  the  alterations  in  a  freeman's  oath. 

X.  Of  the  diilribution  and  recovery  of  forfeitures*. 

I. 

The  bill  recites,  that  many  controverfies  have 
arisen  in  the  city  at  elections,  and  that  many  per- 
fons have  prefumed  to  vote  at  fuch  eledlions  who 
have  no  ngnt. 
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i  uxi  lever'!  w.ait^^.y  perr<-.ii  not  free  of  the  city 
carry  on  traic  and  cmploMiUMU  therein,  aiui  de- 
cline brcomm-  ir.-e  oi"  me  fame,  by  reaion  of  a 
CLidom  riftraiiiingthc  frtemen  from  d:.pofing  their 
perfonal  ttAatc  by  their  laft  will. 

Tne  l)ill  firu^.i  recites,  that  great  diffentions 
have  arifen  between  alJermen  and  commons  or  the 
common-council,  conccrnin^^.  die  making  ot  ads 
or  ordinaaces  in  commoii-coaaeii. 

II. 

Now  to  the  intent  that  fuitable  remedies  maybe 
provided,  the  bill  ena6ls. 

That  after  the  firft  of  Jmte  1725,  upon  every 
eledtion  by  the  liverymen,  and  upon  every  eledion 
of  aldermen  and  comm.on-council  men,  the  pre- 
fidii  g  officers,  fhall,  if  a  poll  be  demanded,  ap- 
point  clerks  who  fhall  be  fworn  truly  and  indifte- 
rently  to  take  the  fame. 

Every  perfon  before  he  polls  at  any  eledion  by 
the  liverymen,  Ihall  fwear,  or  being  a  Quaker,  fhall 
affirm.  Thai  he  is  a  freeman  c/ London,  and  a  It- 

veryman  of  the  company  of and  hath  been  fo  for 

thefpace  of  12  calendar  months,  and  that  the  place 

of  his  abode  is  at in ,  and  that  he  hath 

not  polled  at  that  election. 

At  eleaions  of  aldermen  and  common-council 
men,  every  perfon  before  he  polls  fhall  fwear,  or 
being  a  Quaker,  fhall  affirm,  That  he  is  a  freeman 

^/London,  and  a  houfholder  in  the  ward  of , 

and  hath  not  polled  at  the  eWion, 

And  if  any  perfon  refufe  or  negledt  to  take  the 
oath,  or  affirmation,  his  vote  fhall  be  void. 

The  bill  farther  enadls,  that  at  all  eledions  by  the 
liverymen,  or  at  the  wardmotes,  every  perfon, before 
he  is  admitted  to  vote,  fhall,  if  required,  take  the 
oaths,  or  being  a  Quaker,  affirm.the  effed  of  the 
oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  i  Gcorgii^  and  if  any 
^^  perfon 
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perfon  refufes  or  negleds  fo  to  do,  his  vote  Ihall  be 
void. 

Power  is  given  to  the  prefiding  officers  and  fworn 
clerks  to  adminider  the  above  oaths;  and  any  of 
them  negleding  or  refufing  fo  to  do,  or  otherwife 
offending  in  the  premifes,  (hall  forfeit  60  /. 

If  any  perfon  falfly  or  corruptly  takes  any  of  the 
faid  oaths  or  affirmations,  or  if  any  perfon  fuborns 
any  other  to  do,  and  he  accordingly  does  the  fame, 
every  fuch  offender  fhall  fuffer  fuch  penalties  as 
perfons  convidled  of  wihul  and  corrupt  perjury  are 
liable  to. 

III. 

The  bill  farther  enads,  that  if  a  poll  is  demanded, 
it  fhall  begin  the  fime  day,  or  the  next  day  after, 
and  fliall  be  daily  proceeded  on  (Sundays  excepted) 
till  finifhed. 

And  the  poll  by  the  liverymen  is  to  be  finifhed 
within  feven  days,  and  at  the  wardmotes  within 
three  days :  And  the  poll-books  upon  each  day's 
adjournment  to  be  fealed  up  in  the  prefence,  and 
with  the  feals  of  the  candidates,  or  perfons  deputed 
by  them,  defiring  the  fame  ;  and  (hall  not  be  open- 
ed but  at  the  time  and  place  of  adjournment. 

In  two  days  after  the  finifhing  of  the  poll,  the 
books  fhall  be  publicly  opened  and  caft  up,  and 
two  days  after  that,  the  numbers  ihall  be  declared. 

If  a  fcrutiny  be  demanded,  it  fhall  be  granted, 
and  the  candidates  (hall  name  fcrutineers,  not  ex- 
ceeding fix  on  each  fide,  to  whom  the  prefiding  of- 
ficer fhall  within  fix  days  after,  deliver  at  the  re- 
queft  and  cofl  of  the  candidates  or  fcrutineers,  true 
copies  of  the  poll,  by  him  figned. 

The  fcrutinies  at  the  elections  by  the  livery,  Ihall 
begin  within  ten  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  copies 
of  the  poll,  and  fhall  be  proceeded  on  daily  (Sundays 
excepted)  and  be  fmiffied  within  fifteen  days  after 

commence- 
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commencement :  And  within  tour  days  after,  the 
prefiding  officer  fhall  publicly  declare  who  is  duly 
elected,  with  the  numbers  for  each  candidate. 

If  a  fcrutiny  be  demanded  at  the  wardmote  elec- 
tions, the  candidates  or  fcrutineers  fliall  within  10 
days  after  receiving  the  copies  of  the  poll,  deliver 
to  the  prefidiijg  officer  the  names  of  the  perfons  a- 
gainft  whole  votes  they  objedf,  with  their  reafons  for 
fuch  objeclions,  copies  whereof  he  ffiall  deliver  to 
the  candidates  or  fcrutineers  at  their  charge  and  re- 
quell  within  three  days,  and  Ihall  within  ten  days 
next  following  after  hearing  the  parties,  publicly  de- 
clare which  of  the  candidates  is  duly  eleded,  with 
the  number  of  legal  votes  for  each  candidate. 

If  any  prefiding  officer  fhall  offend  in  the  pre- 
mifes,  he  fhall  forfeit  200/.  with  full  coft  of  fuit, 
befides  the  penalties  inflidled  by  any  other  a6t. 

IV. 

For  quieting  the  difputes  touching  the  right  of 
election  of  aldermen  and  common-council  men,  the 
bill  enads  that  the  right  of  eledlion  Ihall  belong 
only  to  freemen,  being  houfliolders,  paying  fcot  as 
herein  after  mentioned,  and  bearing  lot  when  re- 
quired. 

Provided  the  houfes  of  fuch  houlholders  be  of  the 
value  of  10/.  a  year,  and  that  fuch  houfholders  be 
the  fole  occupiers  of  fuch  houfes,  and  have  been  in 
poffeffion  of  a  houfe  of  fuch  value  in  the  ward,  12 
months  before  the  eleftion.  > 

Provided  alfo,  that  fuch  houfiiolder  within  the 
fpace  aforefaid,  fliall  have  been  rated  and  paid  his 
fcot  to  all  the  rates  (except  annual  parliamentary 
aids)  whereunto  the  citizens  of  London  inhabiting 
therein,  fhall  be  liable,  or  fhall  have  paid  to  the  faid 
rates,  or  fome  of  them,  30  fhillings  per  Ann, 

There  is  aprovifo,  that  if  any  partners  carry  on  a 
joint  trade  in  a  houfe,  and  have  been  houfnolders 

thereof 
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thereof  by  the  fpace  aforefaid,  paying  their  i'cot, 
and  bearing  their  refp-dtivc:  lots,  lliall  have  votes 
at  fuch  elections,  fo  as  fuch  houfc  be  of  the  yearly 
value  of  as  many  ten  pounds  per  Annum^  as  there 
are  partners. 

It  is  alfo  provided  that  where  two  perfons  not 
partners  have,  by  the  fpace  aforefaid,  feverally  in- 
habited in  the  fame  houfe,  paying  their  fcot,  and 
bearing  their  refpedive  lots,  they  ihall  have  votes 
at  the  eledlions,  fo  as  fach  hoiife  be  of  the  yearly 
value  of  20/.  and  that  each  of  the  perfons  doth 
pay  10  /.  per  Ann.  for  his  part. 

There  is  likewife  a  provifo,  ihat  nothing  in  this 
a6l  Ihall  extend  to  oblige  any  perfons  to  pay  any 
fcot,  or  bear  any  lot,  from  the  doing  of  which  they 
are  exempted  by  ad  of  Parliament,  charter,  or  writ 
of  privilege,  but  fuch  perfons  may  vote  at  ward- 
mote elections  as  heretofore. 

V. 

For  obtaining  relief  in  cafe  of  grievance  by  any 
afTeffment,  or  any  officers  mifbehaviour  relating 
thereto. 

The  bill  enads,  that  any  perfon  aggrieved  by  any 
afifeffment  for  the  orphans,  or  the  rate  for  the  v/atch, 
may  appeal  to  the  court  of  aldermen  -,  and  any  per- 
fon aggrieved  by  any  other  affciTment,  may  appeal 
to  the  perfons  to  w^hom  fuch  appeal  lies  by  law,  and 
the  appellees  are  refpedively  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  m«ers  complained  of. 

No  perfon  is  to  have  a  right  to  vote  at  the  elec- 
tions by  the  livery,  who  hath  not  paid  his  livery 
line,  or  hath  received  his  fine  back  again,  or  hath 
had  any  allowance  in  refped  thereof  Nor  fhall  any 
perfon  have  a  right  to  vote  at  thofe  eleclions,  or  at 

the 
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the  wardmote  elcdtions,  who  within  two  years  be- 
fore the  ele6lion,  hath  at  his  requcft  been  difcharg- 
ed  from  paying  to  the  rates  aforefaid,  or  who  hath 
received  alms. 

VII. 

For  putting  an  end  to  the  difputes  between  the 
court  of  aldermen  and  the  commons  of  the  common- 
council. 

The  bill  enads,  that  no  a6t,  order,  or  ordinance 
fliall  be  made  in  common-council,  without  the  af- 
fent  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  prcfent,  or  the  ma- 
jor part  of  them,  nor  without  the  aflent  of  the  com- 
mons prcfent,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

There  is  a  provifo,  that  the  eledion  of  common- 
ferjeant,  town-clerk,  &c.  Ihall  be  made  by  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  in  common-council 
aiTembled,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

VIII. 

For  encouraging  perfons  of  wealth  to  become 
free  of  the  city,  the  bill  enads,  that  every  perfon 
who  (hall  after  the  firfl  of  June  be  made  free,  and 
every  unmarried  perfon  already  free,  and  having 
no  children,  may  will  and  difpofe  of  his  perfonal 
eftate  as  he  jfhall  think  fit,  any  cuftom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding. 

Provided,  that  if  any  fuch  perfon  ilmll  have  a- 
greed  by  writing  made  on  marriage,  (^  otherwife, 
that  his  perfonal  eftate  fhall  be  fubjed:  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  city  •,  or  if  fuch  perfon  fhall  die  inteffate,  his 
perfonal  eflate  fliall  be  fubjed  to  the  cuflom, 

IX. 

The  bill  enacfs,  that  there  fhall  be  left  out  of  the 
freeman's  oath  thefe  words,  [Tejhallknownofonigner 

to 
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to  buy  or  fell  any  merchandize  with  any  other  foreigner 
within  the  city^  or  the  franchifes  thereof^  hut  ye  fh all 
warn  the  cho/mherlain  thereof^  or  fome  minijier  of  the 
chamber^']  and  alio  thefe  words,  \_TefJdall  implead  or 
fue  no  freeman  out  of  the  c'Uj^  whilfiye  may  have  right 
and  law  within  the  fame  city  ,]  and  after  thefe  words, 
[Tefhall  take  no  apprentice  ;]  The  words  immediate- 
ly following  fhall  be  omitted,  viz.  [But  if  he  he  free 
born,  that  is  to  fay,  no  hondfman^s  fon,  nor  the  child 
of  any  alien  :]  and  for  \No,'\  thefe  words,  [For  any\\ 
fhall  be  inferted. 

X. 

The  forfeitures  in  this  a6t  are  to  be  diftributed  one 
third  to  the  King,  one  third  to  the  chamberlain  for 
the  ufe  of  the  city,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the 
profecutors,  fuing  within  fix  months  atter  the  fame 
fhall  be  incurred,  to  be  recovered  by  adion,  bill,  ^ f . 

This  a6l  is  to  be  deemed  a  public  ad. 

March  18.  Sir  George  Oxenden,  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  draw  up  articles  of  impeachment 
again  ft  nomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  acquainted  the 
houfe,  that  they  had  drav/n  up  feveral  articles  ac- 
cordingly, which  they  had  direded  him  to  report  to 
the  houfe  j  and  he  farther  acquainted  the  houfe,That 
they  had  other  markers  depending  before  them  re- 
lating to  their  inquiry  -,  and  he  read  the  report  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  articles  in  at 
the  table,  wnere  they  were  read  by  the  clerk.  Thefe 
articles  were  one  and  twenty  in  number,  and  the 
two  firft,  relating  to  offences  find  to  be  committed 
before  the  a5i  of  indemnity  paiTed  in  the  year  1721. 
John  Conduit,  Efq;  moved  that  the  faid  articles  be 
recommitted.  Flereupon  Colonel  Plomer,  one  of 
the  Committee  that  had  drawn  up  the  articles,  faid, 

'  That 
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'  That  the  crimes,  for  which  the  Earl  o^  MacclesfieU  ^^'^^^ 
'  was  impeached,  being  complicated,  and  havi'ga  fcrrtcm- 
^  relation  to,  and  dependence  upon  one  another,  they  ^;|^'^f  f/ 

*  could  not  mention  one  without  the  other.  He  was  g^'"|^;']^ 
anfwered  by   Sir  ?hiUp  Torke,  Atiorncy-General,  S.^/*/. 
who  concluded  for  the  motion  for  recommitting  the 
articles.  To  this  Sir  Thomas  Pengclly,  (his  MajeHy's 
primier  Serjeant  at  Law)   with  great  learning  and 
folidity,  replied,    '  That  in  the  cafe  before  them.  Difference 

'  they  ought  to  diftinguifh  between  an  a£i  cf  obli-  ,^^'7f'obiu 
'  vion^  and  an  aEl  of  indermity  :  That  the  firft  is  be-  vion,^andart 
«  gun  in  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  and  being  the  demnity? 
'  ad  of  the  three  eftates,  or  of  the  whole  legiflature, 
'  clears  and  purges  offenders  of  all  crimes  therein 

*  fpecified.  But  that  it  is  otherwife  with  ana6l  of /;z- 

*  demnity,  which  flows  from  the  meer  grace  and  cle- 
'  mency  of  the  Sovereign;  is  fent  down  to  the  Par- 
'  liament,who  are  at  liberty  either  lo  accept  or  reiufc 

*  it,  but  not  to  alter  any  thing;  and  regards  only 
<  crimes  committed  againfl  the  King,  his  predecef- 
'  fors,  and  fucceflbrs :  which  was  not  the  cafe  of  the 
'  Earl ofM^r<:kvy?^/^,whoftood impeachedforcrimes 

*  and  mifdemeanors  committed  in  high  office  and 
'  trufl,  againft  his  fellow  fubjedls.'  This  was  an- 
fwered by  Mr.  Tonge,  to  whom  Mr.  Weft  replied, 
and  to  the  latter  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote:  Bat  Sir  Cle- 
menclFearg^  his Majefty's Solicitor-General,  having 
ftrenuouily  fupported  Sir  T^homas  Pengelly's  argu- 
ment, the  oppofite  fide  dropped  the  motion  without 
dividing.  Then  the  report  being  read  paragraph  .^'"^^^^^Jf^  °^ 
by  para-zraph,  the  feveral  articles  were  agreed  to  memlgrced 
bv  the  houfe,  and  ordered  to  be  ingr(^ed.    k  was  to  andor- 

J^  ,  '  ,^,  1        ,-      ,  1    r      •  1-      dered  to  be 

alfo  ordered.  That  a  claule  be  prepared  lavmg  li-  bgroffcd. 
berty  to  the  Commons,  to  exhibit  any  farther  ar- 
ticles againft  the  faid  'Tho7na:,  Earl  of  Mticclesfield^ 
and  that  he  might  be  put  to  anpiver  the  faid  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors.  After  this  che  call  of  the  houfe 
was  farther  adjourned  to  that  day  three  wcekl 

Vol.  IX.  I  The 
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Ma.h  19th.  The  next  day  Sir  George  Oxenden  prefented  to  the 
■  houfe,  a  claufe  faving  liberty  to  the  Commons  to  ex- 
hibit farther  articles  againft  the  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
^c.  which  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  in- 
arofled  with  the  articles  of  impeachment  againft  the 
faidEarl.  After  this,  an  ingroffed  bill  for  regula- 
tm  ele^ions  within  the  city  ^/London,  &c.  was  read 
the  third  time,  paffed,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords. 

Theartkies  OnSatwday  the  20th  the  ingrofTed  articles  of  im-i 
delivered  to  pei^hmenc  of  highcrimes  and  mirdemeanorsagainltj 
'^^'^"'  ThomasE^irl  of  Macclesfield,  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  carried  to  the  Lords  by  Sir  George  Oxenden  ; 
who  being  returned,  reported, that  he  had  beenwith 
the  Lords,  and  delivered  to,  and  left  with  the  Lords, 
the  articles  of  impeachment  againft  the  faid  Earl. 

The  Heads   of   the  Articles   of  hnpeachment 
againft  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,    of 
high  crimes  ajid  mifdemeanors. 

PREAMBLE^ 

.^^.vEAS  llomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
^  ,  upon  his  being  appointed  Lord  Chancellor, 
his  Maiefty  did,  of  his  gracious  bounty,  beftow  upon 
him  14000  /.  and  .did  alfo  grant  the  Lord  George 
Parker,  his  fon,  a  yearly  penfion  of  1200  /.  tiU  a 
Teller's  place  in  the  Exchequer  became  vacant, 
which  foon  happened,  and  during  the  faid  EarPs 
continuing  Lord  Chancellor,  he  did  not  only  enjoy 
the  ufual  falary,  fees,  ^c.  but  did  alfo  continue  to 
receive  an  annual  penfion  of  1200/.  granted  huii 
in  T  716,  and  did  likewife  receive  z  farther  annual 
allowance  of  4000  /.  But  not  being  fatisfied  there^- 
With,  entertained  wicked  and  corrupt  defigns,  and 
did  illegally,  corruptly  and  extorfively,  take  and  re- 
ceive to  his  own  private  ufe  the  following  fums,i;/z. 

ARTICLE 


L 


WHER 

V  V     upon 
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ARTICLE    I. 

That  he  received  840  /.  from  Mr.  Godfrey^  one 
of  the  Mailers  of  the  courts  of  Chancery^  ior  the 
admitting  him  into  the  faid  office,  upon  the  furren- 
der  of  Sir  nomas  Gery^  who  had  5000/.  in  confi- 
deration  thereof. 

11. 

That  he  did  alfo  receive  6000  /.  from  Mr.  Light- 
boun  for  his   admiflion  upon   the  death  of  Mr» 

Browning. 

in. 

That  he  did  likewifc  receive  1575/.  from  Mr. 
Borret,  for  the  admitting  him  into'  the  office  of  one 
of  the  Mailers  of  the  court  o^  Chancery.,  upon  the 
furrender  of  Mr.  Meller^  who  had  9000  /.  in  confi- 
deration  thereof. 

IV. 

That  he  likewife  received  from  Mr.  Edward  Con- 
way 1500/.  for  his  admiffion  into  the  office  of  one 
of  the  Mailers  of  the  faid  court  of  Chancery.,  upon 
the  furrender  of  Mr.  John  Orlebar.,  who  had  6000  /• 
from  the  faid  Conway^  in  confideration  thereof. 

V. 

That  Mr.  Kynafton  paid  for  his  admiffion  into  the 
faid  office,  x^'] ^l.  upon  the  furrender  qi^x. Rogers^ 
who  had  6000  /.  in  confideration  thereof. 

VI. 

That  he  farther  received  1575/  ^"om  Mr.  Bennett 
for  his  admiffion  into  the  office  of  one  of  the  Mailers 
of  the  court  ot  Chancery.,  upon  the  furrender  of  Mr. 
Hie  cocks  for  7500/, 

I  2  VII. 
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VII. 

That  he  received  from  Mr.  Elde  five  thoufand 
two  hundred  fifty  pounds  for  his  admiffion  upon 


the  death  of  Mr.  Felh 


ws. 


VIII. 

That  he  alfo  farther  received  from  Mr.  Thurfton 
five  thoufand  two  hundred  fifty  pound,  for  his  ad- 
miffion upon  the  death  of  Mi\. Borret, 

IX. 

That  Mr.  Thomas  Bennet  having  agreed  to  furren- 
der  his  office  as  Clerk  of  the  cuftodies  to  Mr.  Ha- 
merjley  (which  was  the  gift  of  the  crown)  the  Earl 
Macclesfield  did  refufe  to  permit  him  to  furrender; 
till  he  had  given  him  one  hundred  and  five  pounds, 
which  faid  fum  he  took  in  confideration  of  permit- 
ting him,  and  procuring  him  a  new  grant  for  Mr. 
Hamerfley^  and  being  then  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
one  of  the  Lords  Juftices,  did  by  his  intereft  and 
recommendation  obtain  the  faid  grant  from  his  Ma- 
jeft y  for  the  faid  Mr.  Haraerjley, 

*^ 
X.  General  Jrticle, 

That  he  had  nominated  and  appointed  divers  o- 
thcr  officers  tor  gift  and  brocage^  v/hofe  offices  touch 
and  concern  the  adminiilration  of  juftice. 

XL 

That  he  admitted  feveral  perfons  to  be  Mailers, 
who  were  of  fmali  lubftance  and  ability  at  the  time 
of  their  admiffion,  and  unfit  to  be  truiled  with  the 
fuitors  money,  tho'  publicly  (from  the  bench)  he  re- 
prefen ted  them  to  be  perfons  of  great  fortunes  and 
in  every  refpecSb  qualified  for  that  truft,  to  the  ma- 
nifcil"  deceit  of  the  fuitors. 

XIL 
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XII. 

That  while  the  faid  Earl  was  Lord  Chancellor, 
there  was  an  unjuft  and  fraudulent  method  praclilcd, 
of  perfons  purchafing  who  were  admitted  Mailers, 
paying  for  their  places  out  of  the  fuitors  money ; 
by  means  whereof  great  deficiency  had  happened; 
but  the  faid  Earl,  to  keep  up  the  price  of  the  fiid 
offices,  did  not  take  any  means  to  prevent  the  fame 
by  taking  fchedules  of  their  effe6ls,  and  fuffered  the 
liiid  pradices  to  continue  without  any  controul  or 
check  upon  them. 

XIII. 

Tho/t  Fleetwood  Dormer  having  difpofed  fuitors 
money  to  his  own  ufe,  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
upwards  of  twenty  four  thoufand  pounds,  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  fiidEarl  negleded  to  fccure  his 
perfon  or  efixrds,  tho'  he  was  applied  to  for  that 
purpofe,  after  he  knew  he  was  abfconded  -,  and  a 
motion  being  made  to  transfer  fome  of  the  fuitors 
effeds  to  another  Mafter,  the  faid  Earl  declared, 
in  open  court,  ^at  he  was  only  gone  into  the  coun- 
try to  take  the  air^  and  would  return  again  foon^  and 
all  would  be  well^  or  to  that  effed. 

XIV. 

Thd^tFleetwood Dormer  having,  towards  fatisfadion 
of  theTuicors,  afiigned  a  debt  of  twenty  four  thou- 
flind  forty  fix  pounds  to  Mr.  Edwards^who  fucceed- 
ed  him.  Earl  Macclesfield  to  conceal  D or mer^ sdt^ci- 
ency,  without  regard  to  the  interefl  of  the  fuitors, 
eftabliflied  a  precarious  compofition  with  ontWilfon^ 
in  difcharge  of  a  debt  due  to  Dormer  from  him  of 
twenty  four  thoufand  forty  fix  pounds,  and  to  that 
end,  on  the  report  of  Mr./i//V(:^r^j,withoutany  exe- 
cution or  proceeding  in  open  court,or  notice  tofuitors, 
ordered  Mr.  Edzvards  to  accept  of  compofition,  up- 
on terms  of  paying  one  thoufand  fixty  three  pounds, 
J  2  and 
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and  afllgningten  thoafand  pounds,  part  of  a  debt  of 
twenty  thoufand  fixty  pounds  of  a  perfon  fmce  infol- 
vent,  and  little  or  none  of  the  ten  ihoufand  pounds 
has  been  received. 

XV. 

That  theTaid  Earl  ordered  the  Matters  to  bring  in 
their  accounts  of  cafh  and  fecurities,  not  with  a  defign 
to  examine  into  them,  but  to  terrify  and  oblige  chem 
to  contribute  towards  anfwcring  the  demands  upon 
Dormer's  office  :  Infinuating  if  they  refufed  fo  to 
do,  the  money  and  ffedts  fhould  bc^  taken  out  of 
their  hands,  arid  thereby  did  p;^rfuade  nine  of  them 
to  pay  five  hundred  poujids  each,  feveral  of  whom 
paid  it  out  ot  che  fuitors  money. 

XVI. 

That  Elizabeth  Chitty  having  obtained  an  order 
for  one  thoufand  pounds  upon  Mr.  Edwards^  part 
of  ten  thoufand  pounds  paid  to  Mr.  Dormer^  and 
the  faid  Edwards  complaining  to  the  faid  Earl,  that 
it  was  a  very  great  harcifhip  to  make  orders  upon 
him,  when  he  had  not  money  to  anfwer,  the  faid 
Earl  to  conceal  the  deficiency,  perfuaded  the  Ma- 
ilers to  contribute  that  fum,  reprefenting,  That  if 
there  was  a  difcovery  of  deficiency^  it  might  occafion  a 
Parliamentary  inquiry^  and  they  might  forfeit  their 
offices  having  given  money  for  them^  contrary  to  law  \ 
and  the  faid  Mafters  refufing,  ordered  his  Secretary 
to  pay  one  thoufand  pound,  and  one  Mr.  Lochman^ 
applying  for  it  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Chitty^  the  faid 
Earl  told  him,  he  had  ordered  his  Secretary  to  pay 
it,  and  faid  that  it  was  like  to  be  the  laft  payment 
flie  would  receivCo 

XVII. 

That  the  faid  Earl  knew  there  was  a  great  defici- 
ency by  failure  of  Fleetwood  Dormer^  and  that  Ed- 
wards^ his  fucceflbr,  had  not  fufHcient  in  his  hands, 

to 
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to  pay  the  whole  mor.ey  to  the  fuitors  ;  yet  the  faid 
Firl  to  prevent  an  inquiry  that  might  arife  from 
the  complaints  of  the  fuitors,  did  mai<e  orders  on 
the  faid  Ed-u,ards,  for  payment  of  Money  to  parti- 
cular fuitors;  in  obedience  to  which,  fums  were 
paid  without  regard  to  the  proportion  the  reft  of 
the  fuitors  were  intitkd  to,  whereby  many  fuitors 
were  great  loofers. 

XVIII. 

That  the  occafion  of  Dormer's  deficiency  was  by 
his  making  ufe  of  the  fuitors  money  and  effefts ; 
•ind  there  were  methods  propofed  to  the  faid  Lirl, 
to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future:  But  he  piopo- 
fn-  to  make  unlawful  gain  to  himfclf,  did  not  take 
anv  fecuritv  upon  their  admiffions,  and  did  encou- 
Se  them  (to  raife  the  price  of  the  offices,)  to  trafiic 
wuh  fuTtors  money,  by  means  whereof  great  defici- 
encies of  many  thoufand  pounds  have  arofe  in  the 
offices  of  other  Matters. 

XIX. 

That  his  Majefty  having  direfted  an  inquiry  into 
theMafters  accounts,  the  laid  Earl,  to  obftruftthe 
fame,  did  give  order  and  advice  to  the  Matters,^. 
am  one  another  with  money,  and  make  a  bold  ftand, 
and  make  afubfciiption  at  the  foot  of  their  accounts, 
as  if  they  were  able  to  produce  money  and  effects, 
altho'  he  knew  tney  vere  not,  nor  are  yet  able  lo  to 
do,  and  did  reprefent,  that  it  would  be  for  the.r 
fervice,  and  prevent  a  Parliamentary  inquiry. 

XX. 

That  the  faid  Earl  did  borrow  money  of  fome  of 
the  Mafters  out  of  the  fuitors  cafh,  and  did  make 
ufp  of  the  fame  fo  long  as  he  had  occafion. 

I  4  XXI. 


I2Q  Parliamentary     A.  1725. 

XXL 

Thzt  Francis  Tyjfen^  Efq;  deceafed,  devifed  by  bis 
will  an  eltate  of  three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum^ 
to  the  child  of  his  xn^c  Rachel  \i'c\s  er.ceinte  with,  in 
cafe  it  was  a  fon,  and  made  her  guardian  ;  that  the 
faid  Rachel  being  left  a  widow,  and  having  a  fon, 
did  appoint  Roh.  Nicholas^  Efq;  receiver  of  the  faid 
efbate,  who  was  approved  by  Mr.  HoUford^  one  of 
the  Mafters  of  the  faid  court,  notwiflanding  which, 
the  Lord^Chancellor  removed  him,  and  in  court 
appointed  P.ohert  Doyley^  Efq;  a  creature  and  confi- 
dent of  his  own,  who  has  fmce  died  infolvent,  in- 
debted to  the  faid  eftate  two  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pounds,  altho'  fhe  infifted  upon  it  as  her  right  to 
have  a  receiver,  as  being  guardian,  and  it  was  in- 
filled, that  it  was  a  reviving  of  the  court  ^/ Wards, 
and  there  was  no  precedent  for  it,  in  the  court  of 
Chancery ;  upon  which  the  faid  Earl  faid,  then  he 
would  make  one. 

Heads  of  the  anfwer  to  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment exhibited  againji  Thomas  Earl  of  M.^lc- 
clesfield,  by  the  Hon,  houfe  of  Commons^  for 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors^  &c. 

THE  faid  Earl^  fiving  to  himfelf  all  advantage 
of  expulfion  to  the  faid  articles,  ^c.  And  alfo 
all  advantage  of  the  act  of  the  King's  mofl  gracious 
"pardon  herein  after  mentioned,  and  likewife  all 
rights  belonging  to  him  as  a  Peer,  for  anfwer  faith, 
That  he  having  executed  the  office  of  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King^s-Bench^  hisMajefty,  of  his  grace 
and  flwour,  was  pleafed  to  advance  him  to  the  dig- 
riity  of  a  Peer,  and  in  regard  to  his  circumftances  at 
that  time,  did  grant  him  a  penfion  of  one  thoufand 
two  hundved  pounds  per  annum,  and  did  alfo  grant 
to  his  fon,  for  life,  an  office  of  conliderable  profit, 
and  in  1718,  appointed  him,  the  iliid  Earl,  Lord 

Chancellor, 
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Chancellor,who  thereupon  enjoyed  the  ufiial  falary, 
fees,  ^c.  which  arc  much  lels,  as  he  believes,  than 
they  are  generally  elieemed  to  be,  and  his  Majefty 
was  likewife  pleafed  to  grant  him  an  allov/ance  of 
four  thoufind  pounds  per  annum,  during  his  conti- 
nuing Lord  Chancellor,  which  fiid  allowance  was 
conftantly  granted  to  an  den  joyed  byhi ,  predecefTors; 
And  the  faid  Earl  liyewife  admits  that  his  Majefby 
gave  him,  when  appointed  Lord  Chancellor,  four- 
teen thoufand  poundl;,whereof  two  thoufand  pounds 
was  the  ufual  allowance  from  the  crown,  towards 
the  expences  of  entering  upon  the  faid  Oflice  ; 
and  the  refidue  of  the  fiid  fourteen  thoufmd  pounds 
was  his  Majefty's  royal  munificence  to  him  :  And 
the  faid  Earl  fiith.  That  he  never  had  any  view 
to  raife  to  himfclf  any  exorbitant  gain,  much  lefs 
to  ufe  any  unjult  or  opprefTive  method  to  obtain 
any  fum  whatfoever,  as  is  fuggefted  in  the  ar- 
ticles :  And,  if  proper,  the  faid  Earl  v/ill  lay  be- 
fore your  Lord  (hips,  an  account  of  his  eftate  and 
fortune,  and  the  confiderable  fums  of  money  he  has 
diftributed  for  the  relief  of  others,  by  v/hich  it  will 
appear,  that  he  is  not  the  avaritioiis  7nan  as  in  the 
articles  he  is  reprefented,  and,  by  way  of  general 
anfwer  fays,  as  folio weth. 

That  tofuch  articles  as  relates  toprefents  from  the 
Mafters,  he  fays,  the  fime  hath  been  long  pradifed 
by  his  predeceffors,  and  thatfuch  prefents  have  beea 
reckoned  among  the  known  perquifites  of  the 
great  feal,  and  never  before  looked  upon  to  be  cri- 
minal ;  nor  is  there  any  ad  by  which  the  fame  is 
made  fo,  and  the  faid  Earl  thinks  himfclf  obliged 
to  fay  this,  not  only  in  vindication  of  himfeif,  buC 
alfo  of  his  predeceffors,  the  Chief  Juftices  of  the 
King^s- Bench  d.nd.  C  ommon-P  leas, M^R'zrs  of  the  Rolls, 
and  other  Judges,  who  have  received  prefents  upon 
admifTion  into  offices  under  them,  and  never  thought 
themfelvcs  guilty  of  any  crime  againfl  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  the  realm. 

Tq 
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To  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth  and 
feventh  articles,  the  faid  Earl  farther  faith,  that  long 
before  June  1721,  he  did  admit  Mr.  Godfrey^  Mr. 
Light boun^  Mr.  Borret^  and  Mr.  Conway^  to  be  Ma- 
kers, and  they  did  freely,  as  has  been  done  to  his 
predeceiibrs,  fend  him  prefents  upon  their  admit- 
tances, which  he,  the  faid  Earl,  accepted  \  and  that 
after  July  172 1,  he  did  alfo  admit  Mr.  Kynafton^ 
Mr.  Bennett  and  Mr.  Elde  likewife  ;  and  faith,  that 
they  did,  in  like  manner,  fend  prefents  upon  their 
refpe^tive  admittances,  and  faith, That  it  being  pre- 
tended by  the  faid  Kynafton  and  Bennet^  that  fuch 
prefents  difable  them  from  anfwering  the  fuitors,  the 
faid  Earl,  before  the  impeachment,  delivered  back 
the  prefents  fent  him  by  the  faid  Kynafton  and  Ben- 
net^  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  fuitors,  and 
that  he  retained  only  one  thouilmd  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  of  the  prefent  fent  him  by  Elde. 

To  the  eighth  article  he  faith.  That  in  July  lafl, 
a  Mailer's  place  became  vacant  upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Borret^  upon  notice  of  whofe  death  the  faid 
Earl  did  defire  of  Mr.  Godfrey  and  Mr.  Bennett  to 
inquire  into  his  effects,  who  after  fome  inquiry  in- 
formed the  faid  Earl,  there  would  be  no  deficiency, 
and  entered  a  caveat  to  prevent  adminiflration  being 
granted  to  any  perfons,  and  obtained  the  fame  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fuitors,  to  the  faid  Godfrey  and  Bennet  \ 
but  the  faid  Earl  thought  it  proper  to  admit  another 
Mafter  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs,  and  demanded  the 
effe6ls  of  the  fuitors  from  the  reprefentative  of  the 
faid  5i?rr^/,  and  in  Auguft  lafl  admitted  Mr.  Thurfton^ 
v/ho  did  freely  and  voluntarily  fend  a  prefent  of  two 
thoufand  pounds,  and  no  more  were  retained. 

To  the  ninth  article  faith.  That  he  believes  that 
'Tboinas  Bennet  was  pofTefTcd  of  the  office  of  Clerk  of 
the  Cuftodies^  but  denies  that  he  did  infifl  upon  one 
hundred  and  five  pounds,  or  any  other  fum  to  accept 
of  the  ref  gnation  of  the  faid  Bennet  ;  and  the  faid 
office,  the'  granted  by  the  crown,  yet  was  always 

looked 
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looked  upon  as  the  right  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
recommend  to  that,  and  other  offices  under  the  ^reat 
feaU  and  upon  fo  doing,  have  accepted  prefents,  and 
looked  upon  the  fame  as  then-  right.    ^ 

In  anfvver  to  the  tenth  article,  being  general, 
faith  That  during  his  time  of  Lord  Chancellor,  he 
never  took  any  money,  prefents,  ^c.  on  account 
of  admitting  any  officer  other  than  before  named, 
except  in  the  Curfitor's  office,  where  it  was  done  by 

his  predeceflbrs.  1  ^1    .  u 

To  the  eleventh  article  faith,  in  general.  That  he 
never  did  admit  any  perfon  a  Mafter,  but  who  was 
known  to  be  of  ability,  and  fit  to  be  traded,  or  well 
recommended  as  fuch,  and  whenever  there  have  been 
feveral  candidates,  he  drd  give  preterence  to  him 
that  he  thought  would  difcharge  the  office  and 
believes  has  declared,  that  the  then  body  ot  Mailers 
were,  in  every  degree,  as  well  rualified  as  has  been 
at  any  time  before,  or  to  that  effea. 

To  the  twelfth  article  faith.  That  if  there  was 
fuch  pradice  of  paying  for  places  out  of  the  fuitors 
efFefts,  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  it,  but  admits  that 
he  did  not,  nor  his  predeceflbrs,  as  he  believes, 
give  any  particular  dirediions  for  fchedules  ot  the 
fuitors  money  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  fucceed. 

ing  Mafters.  .  ,     ^,        c      m    -a. 

To  the  thirteenth  article  faith,  That  after  Lhrtjt- 
mas,  1720,  he  v.'as  informed  that  Fleetwood  Dormer 
abfconded,  upon  which  he  direfted  Mr.  Htccocks 
and  Mr.  Rogers  to  Inquire  into  his  afiairs,  and  what 
was  proper  to  be  done ;  and  believes  the  faid  Mafters 
did  fearch  Bormer'^  chambers  for  accounts  and  et- 
fefts,  but  found  none  of  value,  but  prevented  the 
transferring  of  ftock  in  his  name  in  the  public  com* 
panies,  and  a  propofal  v/as  made  that  the  ktid  Dor- 
mer might  have  his  liberty,  upon  condition  he  would 
affign  all  his  effcds,  and  adjuft  his  accounts,  the  laid 
Ead  feeing  no  other  way  to  get  any  thing  for  the 
fuitors,  and  being  made  believe,  that  if  a  deficiency 

happened. 
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happened,  the  fame  would  be  made  up  by  other 
Mailers,  he  did  agree  he  fhould  have  his  liberty  up- 
on the  condition  of  a  full  difcovery,  andaffigninghis 
effeds  for  the  benefit  of  the  fuitors,  and  not  other- 
wife;  upon  which  he  was  informed  he  fubmitted, 
and  that  no  application  was  ever  made  for  fecuring 
the  perfon  or  effedls  of  the  faid  Fleetivood  Dormer. 

To  the  fourteenth  article  faith,  That  Mr.  Ed- 
wards did  fjccetd  Mr.  Dormer  in  the  faid  office  in 
1721 ;  and  that  a  debr  of  Mr.  IVilfo?fs  was  afligned 
by  the  faid  Dormer  to  the  faid  Edwards^  and  when 
received  to  be  applied  as  the  court  fhould  dired:,and 
believes  Edwards  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  fame, 
but  finding  that  Wilfon  has  ftopt  payment  and  offered 
to  compound,  not  being  able  to  pay  the  whole,  re- 
port was  made  that  he  would  affign  over  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds,  in  parcof  the  faid  debt,  and  to  the  faid 
Wilfon^  from  one  Poulter^  and  upon  confidtration  of 
^///^«'scircumflances,  it  washisopinionitwould  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  perfons  intitled  to  thefame,  to 
accept  of  the  faid  compofirion,  and  lums  were  re- 
ceived from  the  faid  Poulter^  he  being  looked  upon 
as  a  fubflantial  perfon. 

To  the  fifteenth  article  faith,That  he  gave  orders 
to  the  feveral  Mafiers  to  bring  in  their  accounts,  of 
cafh,  ^c.  but  denies  the  fame  was  done  to  terrify 
them,  or  to  make  any  contribution  towards  the  fatis- 
faclion  on  the  demands  on  Dormer^  office,  but  be- 
lieves what  they  did  contribute  was  freely  out  of 
their  own  money;  and  farther  faith,  that  his  real 
intention  was  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  (late  of  the 
feveral  offices,  but  being  convinced  how  tedious  a 
work  it  would  be,  and  that  the  bufinefs  of  the 
fsourtwould  be  much  hindered  thereby,he  was  forced 
to  lay  it  afide,  and  begs  leave  to  obferve,  That  what 
has  been  lately  done^  with  refpift  to  the  accounts^  plamly- 
jhcws  the  difficulty  of  fuch  an  undertaking. 

To  the  1 6th  article  faith.  That  an  order  was. 
iiiade  upon  Edward.'^  to  pays  Mrs.  Chitty  1000/. 

part 
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part  of  the  money  brought  before  Dormer^  but 
does  not  remember  that  Ediv^rds  made  any  com- 
plaint thereof,  but  believes  Eckvards  not  having 
fufficient  effeds  o{  Dormer's  in  his  hands,  reiufed 
the  payment  thereof,  and  that  Mr.  Lochman  ap- 
plied feveral  times  to  the  faid  Earl  to  help  Mrs„ 
Ch'nty  to  the  faid  looo/.  the  faid  Lochman  being  to 
marry  her  fpeedily,  and  being  in  great  neceflity,  by 
prefTing  importunity  prevailed  on  ihe  faid  Earl  to 
pay  the* faid  looo/.  out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  ac- 
cordingly directed  his  Secretary  to  pay  the  fame, 
and  upon  preOlng  for  a  farther  fum,  the  faid  Earl 
might  tell  him,  it  was  all  that  Jloe  miift  expc^  fro7n 
him^  and  he  does  not  believe  that  he  had  any  dif- 
courfe  with  the  Mafters  to  pay  the  1000/. 

To  the  17th  faith.  That  he  never  en  ieavoured  to 
conceal  Dormer's  deficiency,  but  was  under  a  full 
perfuafion,  that  all  would  be  made  good  in  due 
time,  and  did  not  think  it  incumbent  upon  him  ex 
officio,  to  make  a  declaration  of  an  avarage,  and  does 
not  know  of  any  order  that  was  made  upon  Edwards, 
for  money  that  had  been  lodged  with  Dormer,  except 
the  cafe  had  been  made  by  the  court  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  under  a  firm  perfuafion 
that  the  deficiency  would  be  made  good,  paid  fums 
fo  ordered,  as  far  as  the  money  in  his  hands  would 
extend. 

To  the  1 8th  faith.  He  never  knew  how  the  Ma- 
ilers kept  or  difpofed  of  the  faitors'  money  ;  that 
propofals  were  made,  on  occafion  of  Dormer's  defi- 
ciency, that  he  thought  impradi cable,  iniijfiicienc, 
and  inconfiftent,  with  that  compleat  regulation  he 
hoped  to  make,  and  fecare  the  fuitors  from  future 
lofs,  and  admits  that  he  did  not  demand  any  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Mafters  on  their  admittance,  becaufe  not 
done  by  his  predecefi'ors,  and  faith,  he  gave  no  en- 
couragement to  traffic  with  fuitors  money. 

To  the  19th  fiith,  That  upon  greaxconfideration 
of  D^m-^r's  fufficiency,  and  the  danger  of  fuxherm- 

conveniencies 
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conveniencies  and  difputes  arifing  relating  thereto, 
and  being  a  work  of  too  great  confequence  for  him 
fingly  to  attempt,  he  did  befeech  his  Majefty  to  de- 
pute fome  of  the  Privy-council  to  confider  of  thefe 
matters,  which  his  Miyefty  was  pleafed  to  do,  and 
named  feverai  honourable  perlbns  to  confider  of  the 
fame,  and  appeals  to  fuch  of  your  Lordfhips  who 
were  prefent,  whether  he  did  not  contribute  to  his 
utmoft,  and  is  greatly  furprized  to  find  himfelf 
charged  with  obftrudling  the  taking  thofe  accounts, 
when  he  defirsd  and  contributed  towards  the  taking 
them,  and  that  he  never  thought  of  preventing  a 
Parliamentary  inquiry^  any  other  wife  than  by  ma- 
king it  unneceffary^  and  procuring  a  redrefs  of  thefe 
grievances  without  it  :  And  the  fliid  Mailers  did 
declare,  over  and  over,  that  they  had  fufficient  in 
their  hands,  and  he  did  believe  the  fame  to  be  true, 
and  told  them  it  "joould  he  their  inter  eft  to  appear  fuf- 
ficient, but  he  never  thought  of  a  contrivance  to 
have  them  appear  lb,  if  really  they  were  not. 

To  the  20th  article  the  faid  Earl  faith,  That  it 
never  entered  into  his  thoughts  to  make  ufe  of,  nor 
did  he  ever  maake  ufe  of  any  of  the  money  belong- 
ing to  the  fuitors  for  his  own  private  advantage  \  but 
in  December^  ijio^  having  occafion  for  1500/.  he 
afked  his  Secretary  to  lend  him  the  fame,  but  he 
could  not,  but  he  faid  he  would  procure  it  for  him, 
and  accordingly  borrowed  it  of  Mr.  Godfrey^  and 
the  faid  Earl  gave  his  own  note  for  payment  there- 
of, and  in  February  following  paid  1000/.  part  of 
the  1500/.  and  in  the  fame  month  of  February , 
having  frefh  occafion,  did  borrow  part  of  the  faid 
1000/.  back  again,  and  a  note,  or  notes  were  given. 
Some  time  after  the  faid  Earl  ordered  the  whole 
money,  with  interefl  to  be  paid,  but  could  not 
prevail  upon  Godfny  to  take  the  intereft,  and  de- 
clares, that  he  never  borrowed  at  any  other  time 
any  ir.oney  whaifoever  of  any  of  the  Matters,  ex- 
ceut  as  above  fet  forth. 

To 
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To  the  lift  faith.  That  Rachel  lyjfen,  caufed  a 
bill  to  be  exhibited  in  the  name  of  her  Ion  and 
daughter,  againft  her  felf  and  John  ^yffen  and 
others,  to  h^ve  the  truft  in  her  hufband's  w.U  per- 
formed, and  the  fame  was  heard  at  the  Rolls,  and 
ordered.  That  a  receiver  fhould  be  appomted,  with 
the  approbation  of  aMafter,to  whom  itwas  referred  ; 

and  in  execution  thereof,  the  Matter  certified  he  had 
appointed  John  Nicholas  receiver  The  fa.a  John 
Tyffen,  thinking  himfelf  aggrieved  thereby,  filed  ex- 
ceptions againft  the  fime,and  upon  arguing  thereof, 
affidavits  were  read  to  (ht^John  Nicholas  ^n  impro- 
per perfon,  and  that  the  teftator  in  his  life  time  had 
deckred  the  faid  Nicholas  fhould  have  nothing  to  do 
in  the  management  of  his  eftate",  ^nd  upon  a  fu  I 
hearing  of  both  parties,  the  faid  Larl  was  o.  opi- 
nion, that  the  faid  iV.VW^^  ought  not  to  be  the 
receiver  -,  and  upon  the  faid  Tyffen's  propofol,  or- 
dered Robert  Doyley  to  be  receiver  he  giving  le- 
curity  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Mater,  which  or- 
der was  made  long  ago ;  yet  they  did  no  think  fit 
to  complain  to  your  Lordfhips  by  appeal  in  order 
to  be  reverfed,  tho'  now  complained  of  as  a  crime. 
And  the  faid  Earl  owns  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  faid  Doyley,  and  believed  him  a  perfon  of  great 
honour  and  integrity,  and  feveral  pcrfons  ot  diftinc- 
tion,  who  knew  him,  had  the  fame  opinion  of  him, 
and  appointed  him  receiver,  not  for  his  rcfpeft  lor 
him.  but  becaufe  he  was  named  by  fyjjen,  who  was 
uncle  to  the  infant,  and  appointed  guardian  in  cafe 
of  the  mother's  death  •,  and  the  faid  Tyffen  and  Sir 
C4ar  Child,  entered  into  a  recognizance  with  the 
faid  Doyley,  of  7000  /.  for  the  due  P^f^'-"""^^';"^ 
no  compbint  4as  ever  made  againft  the  faid  Doyhy 
till  his  death.  But  the  Earl  owns  he  hath  heard 
there  is  about  2600  /.  deficiency  but  believes  it  fe- 
cured  by  the  recognizance,  and  that  the  faid  Earl 
cannot  underftand,  how  fixing  on  a  P"fon  g.y  "S 
rt,fficientfuurity,  can  be  reviving  the  court  of  mrds. 
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Thus  the  fLiid  Earl  Jays  his  charge  before  your 
Lordfliips,  and  for  farther  anfwer  fays,  he  is  not 
guilty  of  the  matters  charged  in  the  faid  articles, 
aad  doth  farther  infift  on  the  benefit  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  gracious  general  and  free  pardon,  in  bar  and 
defence  againft  the  laid  impeachment,  for  any 
negligence  or  offence  whatfoever  fuppofed  to  be 
committed  or  omitted  by  him,  fince  the  24th  of 
July  ijii.  And  humbly  infills,  that  no  evidence 
ought  to  be  given  againil  him,  for  any  matter  by 
the  faid  ad  pardoned. 

April  8th,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ac- 
quainted the  houfe  of  Comm.ons,  that  he  had  a  mef- 
lage  from  his  Majefty  to  this  houfe,  figned  by  his 
Majefty,  and  he  delivered  the  fame  to  Mr.  Speaker^ 
who  read  the  fime  to  the  houfe  j  as  follows,  viz. 

G  E  O  R  G  E     R. 

ct'H  E  neccffuics  of  his  Majejiy^s  government  hav- 
ing rendered  it  impra^icahle  for  his  Majefty  to 
make  ajiy  confideraUe  retrenchments  in  the  expences 
cf  his  civil  lifi  ;  and  having  engaged  his  Majefty  in 
fome  extraordinary  expences^  which  he  is  perfuaded 
his  loyal  Co'mnons  vjill  believe  have  been  employed, 
not  only  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown^ 
but  for  the  inter  eft  and  profperity  of  his  people^  his 
Majefty  hopes.,  from  the  known  zeal  and  ajfe^fion  of 
this  Parliament  to  his  pcrfon  and  government .,  that 
he  may  be  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  the  funds.,  lately 
fettled  for  the  payment  of  the  civil  lift  annuities., 
and  for  rc-p^.acing  the  fame  to  his  AUjefty.,  in  the 
moft  a.dvantf.geous  manner.,  and  upon  the  credit  there- 
of .,  to  raife  a  fiim  of  money  fufftcicnt  to  redeem  thofe 
annuities^  and  to  dif charge  the  pre fent  debts  contra^- 
ed  in  his  civil  government . 

Hereupon  it  v/as  refolved  to  take  his  Majefly's 
moft  gracious  meffage  into  confideration,  the  next 

day, 
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day,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe  ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  Mr.  Scrope^  by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mand, prefented  to  the  houfe,  an  account  of  the 
debts  upon  the  civil  lift,  at  Michaelmas^  1724  ; 
and  alfo,  an  account  of  the  payments  into  the  Ex- 
chequer  upon  the  deductions  of  fix  pence  per  Lib. 
for  the  year  ended  at  Lady-Bay  1725.  And  the 
faid  accounts  being  read,  were  feverally  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  faid  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe  *,  the  fubftance  of  the 
faid  accounts  was  as  follows. 

An  Account  of  the  Debts  wpon  h\s  Majefty*s 
Civil  List,  ^/  Michaelmas,  1724  •,  after 
deduSlion  of  what  remains  due^  and  is  to  be  paid 
to  his  Majejly  to  compleat  the  revenues  of  the  civil 
lift  to  the  faid  time. 


To  his  Majefty*s  houfhold       '    '  ■ 

To  the  Treafurer  of  the  chamber       — — — . 

To  the  great  wardrobe       ' 

To  the  Mailer  of  the  Robes,  three  quarters  ac-  \ 

cording  to  the  ellablifhment J 

Td  the  Mailer  and  Surveyor  of  the  works     — 

For  the  gardens,  one  quarter — • 

For  extraordinary  expences  of  the  ilables      

To  his  Majelly's  Minilltrs  abroad      

For  fees  and  falaries      


For  penfions  and  annuities      • 

To  Mr.  Walter  Chetnxjynd  for  penfions     

To  the  French  proteftants  for  peniions       

To  divers  perfons  who  were  in  the  fervice  of  7 

his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  fVales  —    J 

To  the  Governefs  of  the  young  Princcfles     

To  the  Gentlemen  Penfioners,  three  quarters 
To  the  Secretaries  of  State,  one  q.iaiter      — 

To  the  King's  privy  purfe      ' — - 

To  the  Prince   of  Wales   on    his   penfion  of) 

1 00,000  per  annum       ■■  ■       ) 

To  the  Jewel-office  for  Plate 

o  Prince  Charles  of  Di 

of  4000/.  per  annum. 


To  Prince  Charles  of  Den7nark,  on  his  penfion  ) 


63726 

0 

0 

28187 

18 

It 

38604 

6 

7 

i860 

0 

0 

47332 

10 

"1 

740 

0 

0 

3476 

19 

0 

70255 

2 

6 

49644 

18 

loi 

35738 

12 

8 

72148 

17 

li 

41250 

0 

0 

3919 

3 

3 

5000 

0 

0 

4500 

0 

0 

22S0 

0 

0 

4500 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

6663 

0 

0 

4000 

0 

0 
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To  contingencies  and  extraordinaries  of  a  dif-  7 

ferent  nature      •      J      ^-Oooo    o    o 

To  the  funds  made  ufe  of  to  clear  the  civil  \ 

m2LXMu/jaeimas,ij2^     5    234372     i      i 


Total  of  debts      — 733172    9    4I 

To    be     DEDUCTED. 

What  was  in  the  Exchequer, 2.x\6.  in  the  hands  1 

of  the  receivers  of  the  public  revenues  at  >      80736  19     5 

Michaelmas  1724     ■ —     J 

What  remained  then  due  to  the  hereditary"^ 

and  temporary  excife,  and  which  has  fmce  I 

been  received  to  make  up  the  revenues  of  >   101835  16     5,-| 

his  Majelly's  civil  lill:  of  700,000/.  per\ 

annum   to  Michaelmas  ij 2^     J 

What  remains  du^  from  the  poft-ofRce  to  the  1      ,  ,      , 

faidtime C     '^"33    4    4 


In  all        '  224808  10 


—  — J--  —  ^  _       ^ 

Which  being  deducted  from  the  faid  fum  of   —  73317^  9  4f 

There  remains  due  to  the  civil  liil  at  Michael-  )        q  (x  1  a 

nias  1724                   ■     ■         _-.         J  5°  3  3  9  4^ 


An  Account  of  the  payments  into  the  Exchequer 
upon  the  deductions  of  Jix  pence y  per  ISih, 
for  the  year  ended  at  Lady-Day  1725. 

At  the  quarter  of  M/<:^/^w^r  1724       —  7435     o  o 

At  Michaelmas  1724         -  79 5 o     O  Cf 

At  Chriflmas  1 724  ■  7453    1 6  Z 

At  Lady-Day  1725 8295    12  6 


31134     8     8        >! 
For  the  like  deductions  in  Scotland,  the  fame  year     108300 

322(7     8     % 

After  the  reading  of  thefe  papers,  the  right  ho- 
nourable William  PuUeney  cofferer  to  his  Majefty*s 
houfhold,  took  notice,  «  That  it  was  not  long 
'  fince  a  fund  had  been  given  to  difcharge  the 
*  debts  of  the  civil  lift  \  and  therefore  it  was  mat- 

^  ter 
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«  ter  of  furprize,  that  fo  many  new  ones  had  been 
'  contraded,   in  ib  fliort  a  time  •,    that  if  things 

<  were  carried  on  at  this  rate,  there  would  be  no 

*  end  of  it  ;  that  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to 

<  inquire  into  the  caufcs  of  this  growing  evil,  and  Account  of 

*  therefore  moved,  that  an  addrcfs  be  prefented  '^'^'^^J^; 

*  to  his   Majefty,    that   he  would   gracioufly   ^^e  F^^fms^ 
'  pleafed  to  give  diredions,  that  the  proper  Of-  ^J-  " 

<  ticer  or  Officers  of  the  Exchequer,  Excife,  Cu- 

*  ftoms,  and  Pojt-office  do  lay  before  this  houfe,  an 
'  account  of  all   monies  which  have  been  iflued 

<  and  paid,  out  of  the  faid  offices  to  any  perfon  or 
«  perfons  on  account,  for  the  privy-purfe,  fecret- 
'  fervice,  penfions,  bounties,  or  any  fum  or  funis 

*  of  money  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever 

*  without  account,  from  the  twenty  fifth  day  of 

*  March  1721,  to  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  March 

*  1725  : '  And  being  feconded  and  backed  by  fe- 
veral  members,  the  faid  addrefs  was  voted  accord- 
inelv.     Then  the  call  of  the  houfe  was  adjourned  Caiiofthe 

o  /  .    ,  houfe  ad- 

to  that  day  levennignt.  joumed. 

A  motion  being,  the  next  day,  made  in  the^^^.^^^ 
houfe  of  Commons,   for  the  Speaker  to  leave  the  Ocbate^a^- 
chair,  that  they  might  go  into  a  grand  Commit- ^^^^'^^V  the 
tee,   to  confider  of  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  civil  lift, 
meffage  about  the  debts  of  the  civil  lift^  the  Right 
Honourable  William  Ptdteney  reprefented,  *  That 
'  the  houfe  having  ordered  an  addrefs  to  be  pre- 
«  fented  to  his  Majefty,  for  feveral  papers  relating 
'  to  the  civil  lift",  and  other  expences,  they  ought, 
«   in  his  opinion,  to  put  off  the  confideration  of 
*  his  Majefty's  meffage,    till   thofe  papers  were 
'  laid  before  the  houle ;  it  being  natural  to  in- 

<  quire  into  the  caufes  of  a  difeafe,  before  one  ap- 

<  plies  remedies  to  it.'  Mr.  I'onge^  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
-quer  having  oppofed  it,  Mr.  Pulteney  replied  to 

ihem,  and  among  other  things,  faid,    '  He  won- 
K  2  ,        '  dered 
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*  dered  how  fo  great  a  debt  could  be  contraded 

*  in  three  years  time,  but  was  not  furprized  fome 
'  perfons  were  fo  eager  to  have  the  deficiencies  of 
'  the  civil  lift  made  good,  fince  they,  and  their 

*  friends,  had  fo  great  a  fliare  in  it.     And  defired 

*  to  know  whether  this  was  all  that  was  due,  or 

*  whether  they  were  to  exped  another  reckoning  ? ' 
To  this  no  diredl  anfwer  was  given  j  but  in  ge- 
neral, it  was  faid,  *  That  there  was,  indeed,  a 
'  heavy  debt  on  the  civil  lift^  and  a  great  many 
'  Pensions;    but  that  moft  of  thefe  had  been 

*  granted  in   King  JVillianfs    and    Queen  Anne'^ 

*  reigns,  fome  by  King  Charles  the  2d,  and  very 

*  few  by  his  prefent  Majefty.     That  fince  the  civil 

*  lift  was  firll  fettled  for  his  Majefty,  an  expence 

*  of  about  90000/.  per  annum^    had    happened, 

*  which  could  not  then  be  forefeen,  and  therefore 

*  was  left  unprovided  •,  that  upon  examination  of 

*  the  account  given   in   of  the  civil-lift- debt s^  it 

*  would  appear,  that  moft  of  thofe  expences  were 

*  either  for  the  neceftary  fupportof  the  dignity  of 

*  the  crown  and  government  ;  or  for  the  public 
'  good  ',  that  there  was,  indeed,  a  penfion  of 
'  5000  /.  of  another  nature,  viz.  upon  account  of 

*  the  Cofferer^  place ;  but  which   could   not  well 

*  be  avoided  :  For  both  the  Lord  Godolphin^  who 

*  was  in   that  office,  and  his  father,  had  fo  well 

*  deferved  of  the  government  -,  that  they  could 
'  not  handfomely  remove  him  without  a  gratuity  ; 

*  and  therefore  they  gave  him  a  penfion  of  five 

*  thoufand  pounds,  to  make  room  for  the  wor- 
'  thy  Gentleman,  who  now  enjoys  that  poft.'  A 
member  having  animadverted  upon  the  great  num- 

,  ber  of  penfions  ;  another  member  owned  he  had 
one,  but  added,  he  had  deferved  it  by  his  Jong 
fervices.  But  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Speaker^  that 
was  not  a  place  for  perfons  to  commend  them- 
felves.  Then  the  Commons  in  a  grand  Com- 
mittee, took  his  Majefty's  meflage  into  confidera- 

tion> 
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tion,    and  a  motion  was  m-icie,    '   That  for  the  re- 
'  deeming  the  annuities  of  25000  /.   per  annum 
'  charged  on  the  civil  lift  revenues,    by  an  a6t  of 
'  Parliament  of  the  feventh  year  of  his  Majefty, 

*  and  for  difcharging  the  debts  and  arrears  due 
'  fromhis  Majefty  tohis  fervants,  tradefmen,  and 

<  others,  his  Majefty  be  enabled  to  raife  any  fum 
'  not  exceeding  one  million,  by  Exchequer  \i\\\%^ 

<  loans,  or  otherwife,  on  the  credit  of  the  deduc- 

*  tions  of  fiX  pence  per  pounds  dire6led  by  the  faid 
«  a6l  of  the  7th  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  and 
'  of  the  faid  civil  lift  revenues,    at  an  intereft  or 

*  rate  not  exceeding  three  pounds />^r  cent,  per  an- 

'  7ium^  till  repayment  of  the  principal.'    This  mo- ^^^^j^^^.^^^ 
tion   occafioned   a  farther  debate,    but  at  laft,  the  on  the  iUp- 
queftion  being  put  upon  it,    it  was  refolved  in  the  ^^' 
affirmative  by  a  majority  of  20  votes  viz,  239  a- 
gainft  219.    This  refolution  being  the  next  day  re- 
ported, was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and, a  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereupon. 

Jpril  20th.  The  Lord  Finch  having  efFe'red  a  Meflagein 
petition  of  Henry  St.  John,  late  Vifcount  Boling-  tlv'^L'^t 
broke,,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe  :  Mr.  Chancel-  Bdingbroh, 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  he 
had  received  his  Majefty's  commands  to  acquaint 
this  houfe,  that  the  petitioner  had  feven  years  fince 
made  his  humble  application  and  fubmiftion  to  his 
Majefty,  with  afturances  of  Duty,  allegiance  and 
fidelity,  which  his  Majefty  fo  far  accepted,  as  to 
give  him  encouragement  to  hope  for  fCme  future 
marks  of  his  Majefty's  grace  and  goodnefs  \  and 
his  Majefty  is  fatisfied  that  the  petitioner's^  be- 
haviour  has  been  fuch,  as  convinces  his  Majefty 
that  he  is  an  objed  of  his  Majefty's  mercy,  and 
his  Majefty  confents  that  this  petition  be  prefent- 
ed to  this  houfe. 

After  which,    the  faid  petition  was  brought  up  His^petitioa 
and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioner  is  truly  ^J^^"  ^' 
concerned  for  his  offence,  in  not  having  furrendered 
JC  3  himfeif 
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himfeir  purfuant  to  the  diredions  of  an  a6t  of  the 
firftyear  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  (whereby  the  pe- 
titioner was  attainted  of  high  treafon,  and  forfeit- 
ed  all  his  real  and  perfonal  eflate)  and  by  reafon 
thereof  hath  fuffered  very  great  lofTes ;  that  upon 
the  petitioner's  Marriage  in  1 700,  Sir  Walter  St. 
John^  Bart,  and  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord 
Vifcount  St.  John^  (the  petitioner's  grandfather 
and  father)  together  with  the  petitioner,  made  a 
fettlement  of  their  family  eftate  in  the  counties  ot 
Wilts^  Surrey^  and  Middlefex^  all  which  premifes 
(except  a  very  fmall  part  thereof)  are  now  in  the 
pofTeflion  of  the  petitioner's  father,  and  the  peti- 
tioner cannot  become  entitled  thereto  for  his  life, 
until  after  his  father's  deceafe  y  that  the  petitioner 
hath  in  mofl  humble  and  dutiful  manner  made 
his  fubmifTion  to  his  Majefty,  and  given  his  Ma- 
jefly  the  fbrongefl  aflurances  of  his  inviolable  fi- 
delity, and  of  his  zeal  for  his  Majefty's  fervice, 
and  for  the  fupport  of  the  prefent  happy  eftablifli- 
ment,  which  hisMajefty  hath  been  moft  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  accept,  and  praying,  that  leave  may 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  enabling  the  peti- 
tioner, and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  (notwith- 
ftanding  his  faid  attainder)  to  take  and  enjoy  the 
faid  fettled  eftate,  according  to  the  limitations  of 
the  faid  fettlement,  or  other  alTurances  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  enabling  the  petitioner  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  perfonal  eftate  or  effedls  whereof 
he  now  is,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  pofTefTed,  and  to 
inveft  the  fame  in  the  purchafe  of  any  real  or  per- 
fonal eftate. within  this  kingdom. 

After  the  reading  of  this  petition,  the  Lord 
Tinch  moved  that  a  bill  be  brought  in,  according 
to  the  prayer  of  the  late  Vifcount  Bolinghroke^s  pe- 
tition. This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Chan- 
ceilor  cf  the  Exchequer^  who  having  repeated  part 
of  what  hs.  had  before  laid  before  the  houfe,  by  the 
King's  command,  in  the  petitioner's  behalf,  add- 
ed. 
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ed,  he  was  fully  fatisfied,  that  he  had  fufficiently 
atoned  for  his  pail  offences,  and  therefore  defcrv- 
ed  the  favour  of  that  houfe,  fo  far  as  to  enable 
him  to  enjoy  the  family  inheritance  that  was  fettled 
upon  him  -,  which  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
beft  lawyers,  he  could  not  do  by  virtue  of  his^ 
Majefty's  mod  gracious  pardon,  without  an  a6l  of 
Parliament.  This  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Attor- 
ney, and  Mr.  Solicitor  General :  But  after  a  fmall 
dilpute  among  the  lawyers,  about  the  validity  of 
fuch  a  pardon,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  Right 
honourable  Mr.  Methnen^  Controller  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  houfhold,  flood  up,  and  ftrenuoufly  oppof- 
ed  the  Lord  Finch's  motion.  He  faid,  among 
other  things,   "•  That  as  he  had  the  honour  to  h^ux.Methu^ 

*  one  of  the  King's  immediate  fervants,  it  ^^^^^g^^^ '^IJ^^^^^J^^, 

*  perhaps,  by  fome  be  thought  unbecoming  his  fta- 

*  tion,  to  appear  againil  a  petition,  to  the  preient- 

*  ing  of  which  his  Majefly,  in  his  royal  clemency 

*  and  goodnefs,  had  gracioudy  been  pleafed  to  give 

*  his  confent:  But  that  being  at  liberty  to  follow 

*  the  didates  of  his  confcience  in  this  matter,   he 

*  would  freely  declare  his  opinion,  that  the  pub^ 
'  lie  crimes  for  which  this  petitioner  flood  attaint- 

*  ed,  were  fo  heinous,  fo  flagrant,  and  of  fo  deep  a 

*  dye,  as  not  to  admit  any  expiation  or  atonement, 

*  and  whatever  he  might  have  done  to  deferve  his 

*  Majefty's    private    grace  and    pardon,    yet  he 

*  thought    him  altogether  unv/orthy  of  any  na- 

*  tional  favour.     Hereupon  Mr.  Controller  ripp- 

*  ed  up  the  late  Lord  BolinghroH^s  fcandalous  and 

*  villainous  condud  while  he  had  a  ihare  in  the 

*  adminiftration  of  affairs,  in  the  lafl  reign.  How 
'  he  was  the  principal  advifer  of,  and  aclor  in, 
'  the  wicktd   meafures  that  were  then   purfued  ; 

*  his  clandeftine  negotiation  of  peace,  without  the 

*  privity  of  the  Queen's  allies,  contrary  to  the  ex- 

*  prefs  tenor  of  the  grand  alliance  ;  his  infolent 

*  behaviour  towards  all  the  confederates  in  general, 

K  4.  '  and 
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«  and  the  Butch  in  particular  ;  his  facrificinp;  the 
<  interefl  of  the  whole  confederacy,  and  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  his  own  country  ;  particularly  in  the  bafe 

*  abandoning  of  the  poor  and  brave  Catalans  •  A 
«  tranfadion  with  which  he,  Mr.  Methuen,  had 
«  an  opportunity  to  be  intimately  acquainted,  as 

*  having  had  the  honour,  at  that  jundure,  to  ferve 
«  the  nation,  as  the  Queen's  minifter  in  Portuml  • 
'   And  to  fum  up  all  his  crimes  in  one,    his  traite- 

*  rous  defign  of  defeating  th^  pro  left  ant  fuccejfion, 

*  the  foundation  of  both  our  prefent  and  future 
«  happinefs  ;  and  of  advancing  2.  popijh  pretender 

*  to  the  throne,  which  would  have  involved  his 
«  native  country  in  endlefs  mifery.'  This  fpeech 
made  a  great  impreffion  on  the  aflembly,  and  fe^ 
veral  ether  eminent  members  fpoke  to  the  fame 
effed,  particularly  Arthur  Onjlow,  Efq;  the  Lord 
PPdharnPawlet,  SnTboraasPengelly,  Mr  Gykbon 
^nd  Serjeant  Miller,  This  laft  Gentleman,  in  a 
ccncife  but  pathetic  manner,  faid,  he  was  againft 

77  ^^^^"^^    ^^^    ^^^^^    ^^^y  fubftantial    reafons, 

*  r  V    r^^^^  ^^  thought  it  againft  the  interefl 

*  of  the  King,  Secondly,    againfl  the  interefl  of 

*  his  country;  Thirdly,  againfl  the  interefl  of 
«  the  PRESENT  MINISTRY.  That  he  loved  the 
^  King  better  than  he  loved  himfelf ;  and  hated 
«  his  enemies  more  than  he  did :  That  he  loved 
^  his  country,  as  he  loved  himfelf,  and  as  he 
«  thought  Its  interefl  infeparable  from  the  King's 

*  fo  he  would  not  have  any  public  favour  fhewn  to 

*  one,  who  had  ac^ed  in  fo  notorious  a  manner  a^ 

*  gainfl  both  ;  and  as  for  the  prefent  miniflers,  he 
■  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  their  jufl,  prudent,  and 

iuccelsful   management,  that  he  would  not  fee 

*  them  expofed  to  the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  their 
'^inveterate,  though  feemingly  reconciled  enemies.' 
Un  ihc  other  hand,  Sir  Thor^as  Hanmer,  fpoke 
^^  iT'  ?^^^^^"'  ^"^  fook  that  occafion  to  extoU 
\^i%  Majefly's  royal  clemency ;  Dr.  Friend  purfuec^ 


A.1725.         DEBATES.  137 

the  lame  topic,  and  infinuated,    we  might  cxped: 

mon^  inftanccs  of  it Upon  the  whole  matter, 

the  queftion  being  put  on  the  Lord  Finch'^  motion, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  2gi  votes 
againft  T13,  and  his  Lordfliip  and  Mr.  Chaiicellor 
of  ^he  Exchequer  were  ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill 
according  to  the  prayer  of  the  late  Lord  Boling- 
brokers  petition. 

Jpril  23.  Sir  George  Oxenden  reported  from 
the  Committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confi- 
der  of  the  anfwer  of  nomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield 
to  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  againft 
him,  '  That  the  faid  Earl  had  induftrioufly  avoid- 
'  ed  giving  a  diredt  anfwer  to  feveral   matters  po- 

*  fitively  alledged  againfl  him,  and  had  endeavour- 
'  ed  to  difguife  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge  ;  and 

*  that  many  parts  of  the  faid  Earl's  anfwer  are  con- 
*•  tradidory  and  inconfiftent ;  and  the  Committee 
'  did  humbly  fubmit  to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe 

*  their  opinion,  that  for  avoiding  any  imputation 

*  of  delay  to  the  Commons,    in  a  cafe  of  fo  great  f/fh^"c^. 

*  moment,  a  replication  be  forthwith  fentup  to  the  mons  to  the 

*  Lords,  maintaining  the  charge  of  the  Commons  •,  ^^^^j^^^I 

*  and  that  the  Committee  had  prepared  a  replica-  fwcr. 

*  tion  accordingly,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  as 
'  follows. 

*  rTp  H  £  Commons  have  confidered  the  anfwer 

*  jL    ^^  'Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield^  to  the  ar- 

*  tides  exhibited  againft  him  by  the  Knights,  Ci- 
'  tizens  and  Burgeffcs  in  Parliament  affembled, 
'  and  obferve,  that  tht  faid  Earl  hath  induftriouf- 

*  ly  avoided  giving  a  dired  and  particular  anfwer 

*  to  feveral  matters  pofitively  and  certainly  alledg- 
'  ed  againft  him  in  the  faid  articles,  which,  from 

*  the  nature  of  the  fads  themfelves,  muft  necef- 
^  farily  lie  in   his  own  knowledge  ;    and  hath  at- 

*  tempted  to  difguife  and  cover  the  real  crimes 

aid 
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'  laid  to  his  charge,  by  immaterial  and  evafive  in- 

*  finuations  of  fads  of  a  different  nature  ;  and  that 

*  many  parts  of  the  faid  anfwer  are  contradidory 

*  to^  and  inconfiftent  with  each  other,  upon  which 

*  they  might  demand  your  Lordfhip's  immediate 

*  judgment  ;    yet  the   Commons,    being  able  to 

*  maintain  the  truth  and  juftice  of  their  accufation, 

*  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  due  examination 

<  thereof,  and  do  aver  their  charge  of  high  crimes 
«  and   mifdemeanors,     againft  the    faid   Thomas 

*  Earl  of  Macclesfield,    to  be  true,    and  that  the 

*  faid  Earl  is  guilty  in  fuch  manner  as  he  flands 
«  impeached,  and  that  the  Commons  will  be  ready 

<  to  prove  their  charge  againft  him,  at  fuch  con- 
«  venienttime,  as  fliali  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
^  pofe.* 

The  faid  replication  being  read  a  fecond  time, 
it  was  refohed  to  be  the  replication  of  the  Com- 
mons to  the  anfwer  o^  Thomas  Eavl  of  Maccles- 
field ;  and  order'd  that  the  faid  replication  be  in- 
groffed. 

The  next  day,  (Jfril24.th)  the  Commons  read 
the  ingroffed  replication  to  the  anfwer  of  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield,  which  was  t)rdered  to  be  fent 
to  the  Lords. 

Monday  the  26th,  The  Commons  received  the 
following  meffage  from  the  Lords,  viz, 

Mr.  Speaker^ 
The  Lords  c  f  |  IR  E  Lords  havc  Commanded  us  to  acquaint 

appoint  a  cay  |  i-i         r  i  i-t         in*  '^wn.ijii. 

for  the  trial  *  JL  this  houle,  that  their  Lordfhips  have  ap- 
V^Malkl'  pointed  Thurfday,  being  the  fmh  day  of  May 
Mid,  '  next,  at   eleven    o'clock    in    the    forenoon,  fo^r 

*  the  tryal  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield^    at  tlie 

*  houfe  of  Lords,    for  high  crimes  and  mifdemea- 

*  nors  whereof  he  flands   impeached  ;    and  that 

*  their  LordOiips  will  order  conveniencies  to  be 

'  prepared 
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'  prepared  there  for  the  managers  of  the  impcach- 
*  ment.' 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  i.  That  managers 
be  appointed  to  make  good  the  articles  of  ini* 
peach  ment  again  ft  I'bomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 
2.  That  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  refer- 
red to  draw  up  the  faid  articles,    be  the  faid  ma- 


nagers. 


The  next  day  (April  27th)  the  Commons  or- 
dered, \ft.  That  Mr.  Nicholas  PaxtoUy  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Bayly  be  appointed  Solicitors  to  the  faid 
managers,  idly.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  fearch  precedents,  touching  the  method  of  pro- 
ceedings, upon  trials  of  impeachment  by  the  Com- 
mons, at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords :  And  a 
Committee  was  appointed  accordingly,  of  which 
Sir  Edmund  Bacon  was  chofen  chairman.  Then  the 
Lord  Finch  prefented  to  the  houfe  a  bill  for  en- 
abling Henry  St.  John  late  Vifcount  Bolingbroke, 
to  take  and  enjoy  fever al  manors^  lands ^  &c.  which 
was  received,  read  the  firft,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  time. 

On  Friday  the  laft  day  of  Aprils  the  late  Lord 
Bolingbroke^s  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  who 
were  ordered,    *  To  receive  a  claufe  or  claufes  for 

*  preferving  the  inheritance  of  all  the  family  eftate 

*  in  the  faid  bill  mentioned,    to  the  ifTue  male  of 

*  the  Lord  Vifcount  St.  Jchn^    on  failure  of  iflfue 

*  male  of  the  faid  Henry  St.  John^    late  Vifcount 

*  Bolingbroke^  with  provifo  to  the  faid  late  Vifcount 

*  Bolingbroke^  to  charge  the  faid  eftate  with  a  fum  of 

*  money,  and  to  make  leafes  in  like  manner  as  he 

*  was  enabled  to  do,  by  the  marriage  fetdement  in 

*  the  faid  bill  mentioned,  and  to  make  a  jointure, 

*  and  provifion  for  younger  children/ 

.  Oa 
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On  Monday  the  3d  of  May^  the  order  being 
read  for  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  grand  Committee  upon  the  late  Vifcount 
Bolingbroke\  bill,  the  Lord  William  Tawlet  mov- 
ed, '  That  it  be  an  inftrudion  to   the  faid  Com- 

*  mittee,  that  they  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe 

*  to  difable  the  faid  Henry  Sf.  Johyi^  late  Vifcount 
'  Bolinghroke^  to  be  a  member  of  either  houfe  of 
^  Parliament,    or  to  have  or  enjoy  any  office   or 

*  place  of  profit  or  triift,  under  his  Majcfty.'  This 
motion  was  backed  by  feveral  members,  but  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and 
the  queftion  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative  by  154  voices  againft  84.  After  this 
the  Commons,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
went   through   the    faid   bill,    and  made  feveral 

ii%4th.  amendments  thereto,  which  being  the  next  day 
reported  by  the  Lord  Finch^  vyere,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  one  of  them,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  fo 
amended,  ordered  to  be  ingroffed. 

The  fame  day,  it  w:\s  ordered  like  wife,  that  it 
be  an  inilrudion  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
fearch  precedents  touching  the  methods  of  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  trial  of  impeachments  by  the 
Commons,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  that 
they  do  infpedt  the  Lords  journal,  and  report  to 
the  houfe  what  the  Lords  have  done  in  relation 
to  the  impeachment  of  'Thomas  Earl  of  Maccles^ 
field. 


On  Wednefday  the  5th  of  May^  the  Commons 
received  from  the  Lords  a  mefllige  importing,  that 
their  Lordfhips  taking  into  their  care  the  order- 
ing of  the  trial  o{  Thomas  Earl  o'i  Macclesfield^  on 
Thurfday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
at  the  bar  of  their  houfe,  had  prepared  fome  notes 
and  rules  to  be  obferved  at  the  faid  trial,  which 
the  Lords  had  thought  fit  to  communicate  to  this 
houfe,  as  follow. 
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That  as  foon  as  the  Lordr,  have  taken  their 
places,  notice  be  given  to  the  hoiife  of  Commons, 
by  mefliige,  that  this  houfe  is  ready  to  proceed  on 
the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

That  the  Serjeant  at  arms  be  within  the  houfe 
to  make  proclamations,  which  are  to  be  made  in 
the  King's  name,  for  keeping  filence,  as  alfo  pro- 
clamation in  thefe  words,  viz. 

Whereas  a  charge  of  'high  cfimes  and  mi/demeanors 
has  been  exhibited  by  the  houfe  of  Commons^  in  the 
name  of  themfelves  and  all  the  Commons  of  Great- 
Britain,  againfl  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ; 
all  perfons  concerned  are  to  take  notice^  that  he 
nowfiands  upon  his  trials  and  they  may  now  come 
ferth  in  order  to  make  good  the  faid  charge. 

Which  proclamation  being  made,  the  articles  of 
impeachment  exhibited  by  the  houfe  of  Commons 
againfb  the  faid  Earl,  and  his  Lordfhip's  anfwer, 
as  alfo  the  replication  of  the  Commons  thereunto, 
are  to  be  read  ♦,  and  then  the  Speaker  is  to  acquaint 
the  Commons  that  they  may  proceed  in  order  to 
make  good  their  charge. 

After  which,  the  Speaker  is  to  declare,  that  the 
Lords  are  proceeding  to  hear  the  evidence,  and  to 
defire  their  Lordfhips  to  give  attention. 

That  if  any  of  the  Lords,  or  the  Members  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons  that  manage  the  evidence, 
or  the  Earl  impeached,  or  his  counfel,  do  defire 
to  have  any  queftion  afked,  they  muft  defire  the 
Speaker  to  afk  the  fame. 

That  if  any  doubt  fhould  arife  during  the  trial, 
no  debate  (hall  be  had  thereupon  till  the  managers 
for  the  Commons,  the  counl'el  and  witnefTes,  and 
the  Earl  impeached  be  firft  withdrawn. 

That  none  be  covered  at  the  trial  but  the 
Lords. 

That 
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Th^t  flich  perfons  as  fhall  be  admitted  witnefles 
at  the  faid  trial,    are  to  be  fworn  at  the  bar  by  the 
clerk,  and  to  deliver  their  evidence  there.. 
The  oath  to  be, 

* 

The  evidence  which  you  fhall  giije  upon  the  impeach-^ 

ment  of  the  Earl  ^/Macclesfield,  fhall  be  the 

truths  the  whole  truths  andnothing  hut  the  truths 

So  help  you  God  and  the  contents  of  this  book. 

The  Earl  impeached  may  crofs  examine  witnef- 
fes,  viva  voce. 

That  the  room,  called  the  Earl  Marfhal's  room, 
and  that  belonging  to  the  clerks,  be  kept  for  the 
managers  •,  and  the  hobby ^  and  the  black  rod's 
room  next  adjoining  for  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 

Then  Sir  Edmund  Bacon  reported  from  the 
Committee,  who  were  appointed  to  fearch  prece* 
dents  touching  the  methods  of  proceeding  upon 
the  trials  of  impeachments  by  the  Commons,  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords  \  and  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  infped  the  Lords  journal,  what  the 
Lords  had  done  in  relation  to  the  impeachment  of 
Thomas  Yu2iX\o{  Macclesfield^  that  they  had  fearch- 
ed  precedents  and  infpeded  the  Lords  journal  ac- 
cordingly, and  had  diredied  him  to  report  the 
fame  to  the  houfe  ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table, 
where  the  fame  being  read,  it  was  Ordered^  that 
a  melTiige  be  fent  to  the  Lords  to  defire,  that  they 
will  order  the  mafters  of  the  court  of  Chancery  to 
attend  at  the  trial  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield^ 
de  die  in  diem^  in  order  to  give  evidence  upon  the 
faid  trial.  After  this,  it  was  Refolved^  that  while 
the  Committee  appointed  to  manage  the  evidence 
at  the  trial  o^  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield^  on  the 
articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  againil  the  laid 
Earl,  by  the  Commons,  are  at  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
prcceeding  on  the  faid  trial,  this  houfe  will  re- 
main 
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main  in  the  fame  flate  as  they  are  in,  when  there 
is  a  conference  between  the  two  houfes.  Then 
Sir  IVilliam  Strickland  reported  to  the  houfe,  that 
he  had  been  at  the  Lords  and  defired,  that  the 
maftcrs  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  do  attend  at  the 
trial  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield^  de  die  in  dicm^ 
in  order  to  give  evidence  upon  the  faid  trial ;  and 
the  Lords  had  given  orders  that  the  faid  mafters 
fhould  attend  accordingly. 

The  houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  confideratioii 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  bill, 
intitled,  An  Atl  for  more  effe^iial  disarming  the 
Highlands  in  that  fart  of  Great-Britain  called 
Scotland,  and  for  letter  fecuring  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  that  fart  of  the  kingdom.  And  the  faid 
amendments  were  read  and  agreed  unto  by  the 
houfe.  Then  an  ingroffed  bill  for  enabling  Henry 
St.  John,  late  Vifcount  Bolingbroke^  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body  (notwithftanding  his  attainder) 
to  take  and  enjoy  feveral  manors,  lands,  and  here- 
ditaments, i^c.  was  read  the  third  time,  palTed, 
and  fent  up  to  the  Lords. 

The  next  day,  the  Commons  ordered,  '  That  i%  6th, 

*  the  Committee  appointed   to  manage   the  evi- 

*  dence  againft  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield^  be  at 

*  liberty  to  proceed  in  fuch   manner  as  they  fhall 

*  think  moft  important  for  the  fpeedieft  expediting 

*  of  the  faid  Trial.'  Then  upon  a  meflage  from 
the  Lords,  importing,  that  their  Lordfhips  were 
ready  to  proceed  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Earl  of 
Macclesfield.,  the  names  of  the  managers  were  call- 
ed over  by  the  clerk,  bsing  nineteen  in  number, 
viz. 

Sir  George  Oxenden^  Bart. 

Sir  Clement  fVearge,  Kt.  Solicitor  Genera^.  Lift  of  the 

Sir  Thomas  Pengelly,  Kt.  his  Majefly's  primier  Ser-  ^SV' 
jeant  at  law.  EaricfMir- 

Si/  William.  Strickland,  Bart,  ^^"-^'^ 

The 
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\  The  Hon.  George  Doddington^  Efq-, 
VThe  Rt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Morpeth. 
Arthur  Oj^fiow^  Efq; 
Thomas  Palr/ier^  Efq-, 
Walter  Plummer^  Efq; 
Sir  John  Rujhout^  Bart. 
Edward  Thompfon^  Efq-, 
Philip  Gibbon^  Efq; 
John  Hedges^  Efq; 
Samuel  Sandys^  Efq; 
Richard  Wefi^  Efq;  one  of  his  Majefty's  Counfels 

ap  law. 
John  SnelU  Efq; 
Thomas  Lutwych^  Efq; 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Gower^  Efq; 
Walter  Cary^  Efq;  * 

Thetryaiof  And  thc  faid  itianagers  wentupto  the  bar  of  the 
'im2T}  i^oufe  of  Lords,  to  proceed  on  the  faid  rrj^/,which 
feid^hfgun   held  till  Wednefday^  the  26th. 

On  nurfday  the  27th,  the  Lords  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  th^  Commons,  acquainting  them.  That 
their  Lordlhips  were  ready  to  give  judgment  againft 
Thomas  E^^vlof  Maccksjieldy  if  the  Commons,  with 
their  Speaker,  would  come  and  demand  the  fame. 
Hereupon  a  motion  wasmade,and  the  queftion  pro- 
pofed,That  this  houfe  will  demand  judgment  of  th^ 
Lords  againft  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield-,  which 
occafioncd  a  warm  deba&e,  that  lafted  till  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoonjwhen  the  previous  queftion 
being  put.  That  that  queftion  be  now  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  136  voi- 
ces againft  6^p,,  and  then  the  main  queftion  being  put, 
it  was  refolved,  That  this  houfe  will  demand  judg- 
ment againft-  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield.  This  done, 
the  Commons  refolved,  Ncmine  Contradicente^Thsii 
the  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  given  to  the  members, 
who  were  appointed  the  managers  of  the  impeach- 
ment 
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ment  againft  I'homas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  for  their 
faithfurmanagement  in  their  difcharge  of  the  truft 
repofed  in  them.   Hereupon  Mr.  Speaker  gave  tnem  The  Sre..k-r 

r  -  1 1      •        1      •         1  \     t       ^1  1        *^'  ^'ic  Com- 

(they  (landing  up  feverally  in  their  places)  the  thanks  „,,,„',  fp,,,hi 
of  the  houfe,  as  follows : 


Gentlemen.,  ^ 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs,  that  I  obey 
the  commands  of  the  houfe  on  this  occafion  ; 
and  yet  I  was  never,  on  any  occafion,  more  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  difficulty  of  performing  them  as  I  ought ; 
but  I  have  this  fatisfadlion  in  this  motion's  being 
made  when  I  leaft  expeded  it,  that  my  not  be- 
ing prepared  may  be  fome  excufe  for  thofe  de- 
feds,  which  I  (hould  not  have  been  able  to  have 
fupplied,  had  I  had  ever  fo  long  a  time  for  con- 
fidcration. 

Gentlemen, 
<  You  have  maintained  the  charge  of  the  Com- 
mons, with  that  force  of  argument,  beauty  of  ex- 
prefTion,  and  flrength  of  reafon,  as  would  have 
gained  you  the  highelt  applaufe,  in  the  molt  flou- 
rifhing  of  the  Grecian  Commonwealths  5  and  I 
may  add^ 

Nee  dignius  unquam 


Majeftas  meminit  fefe  Romana  loquvMm, 

But  I  (hall  not  inlarge  farther  on  this  part  of  your 
praife,  being  fenflble  that  I  am  not  able  to  exprefs 
my  felf  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
fabjed ;  your  own  tongues  are  only  fuitable  to 
fuch  an  undertaking  -,  and  were  I  able  to  do  it, 
your  modefty  would  not  permit  it :  I  fhall  there- 
fore proceed  in  obey  ingthe  commands  of  the  houfe, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  you  yourfelves  may  hear  it, 
not  only  without  offence,  but  I  hope  with  fuisfac- 
tion  ;  by  endeavouring  to  fet  in  their  proper  lights 
Vol.  IX.  L  ^  the 


to  the  mn- 

ragers  n- 
gainft  the 
Earl  of  Mi:c- 
Icifield. 
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*  the  great  and  lading  benefits  your  country  will  re- 
'  ceive  by  your  faithful  difcharge  of  your  duty. 

*  You  have  Hopped  the  cries  of  orphans,  and 

*  dried  up  the  tears  of  the  widow  ;  even  thofe  who 
'  muft  ever  be  infenfible  of  thebenefits  they  receive^ 
'  ideotsand  lunatics,  (and  fuch  only  can  be  infenfi- 

*  ble  of  them)  will  be  partakers  of  the  fruits  of  your 
*•  labours. 

'  But  you  are  more  particularly  intitled  to  the 
'  thanks  of  this  houfe,  by  having  made  the  profe- 
'  cutions  of  the  Commons,  againfl  great  ofFenders,^ 

*  practicable :  The  power  of  impeachment,  That 
'  fword  of  vengeance,  v/hich  the  conftitution  has  put 
'  into  the  hand  of  the  Commons^  (and  which ,  when 

*  drawn  by  party-rage,  when  dire6led  by  the  ma- 
'  lice  of  faction,  or  weilded  by  unfkilful  hands,  has 
'  too  often  wounded  that  conftitution  it  was  intend- 
'  ed  to  preferve)  has  now,  by  your  able  management, 
'  turned  its  edge  to  his  proper  objedl,  a  great  offen- 
'  der-,  and  if  the  wound  it  has  given,  fhould  not  be 
'  fo  deep,  as  many  expedl  •,  yet  you  may  be  very 
'  fure,  it  never  can  be  imputed  to  the  want  of 
'  ftrength  in  your  arm  :  And  I  hope  and  truft,  from 
'  your  prudent  condudl  through  the  whole  progrefs 
'  of  the  tryal,  that  this  great  privilege  of  the  Com- 
'  mons  v/ill  ever  remain  a  terror  to  evil  doers  ;  and 
'  that,  it  may  be  a  praife,  to  them  that  do  well ;  the 
'  houfe  has  unanimoufly  come  to  this  refolution, 

'  Refolved^  NemineContradicente^  That  the  thanks 
'  of  this  houfe  be  given  to  the  members,  who  were 
^  appointed  the  managers  of  the  impeachment  a- 

*  gainft  Thomas  Earl  o^ Macclesfield^  for  their  faith- 
'  iLl  management  in  their  difcharge  of  the  truft  re- 

*  pofed  in  them. 

The  Commons  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  Mr. 
Speaker  be  dedred  to  print  the  fpeech  he  had  made 
on  that  occafion  j  and  fent  Sir  fFillmm  Gage  with  a 

meffage 
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melTage  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them.  That  the 
Commons,  with  tlieir Speaker,  intended  immediate- 
ly to  come  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  to  demand  judg- 
ment againil  Thomas  Earl  c>'(  Macclesfield^  and  there- 
fore dcfired  tlie  Painted  Chamber  and  pafTages  to  the 
houfe  of  Lords  might  be  cleared. 

Which  defirc  being  readily  comph'ed  with,  the 
Commons,  W\x\\Mx.  Speaker^  (with  the  mace)  went 
up  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Lords ;  where  Mr. 
Speaker  having  demanded  judgment  againft  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield^  for  the  high  crimes  and  mifde-  ' 
meanors  of  which  he  was  impeached  by  the  Com- 
mons, the  Lords,  by  the  Mouth  of  Sir  Peter  Kingy 
their  Speaker,  gave  the  following  judgment,  viz. 
That  Thomas  Earl  of  M3.ccksfidd  be  fined  in  thefum 
cf  thirty  thonfand  pounds  unto  our  f over eign  Lord  the 
King  \  and  that  he  be  imprifoned  in  the  tower  of  Lon- 
don, and  there  kept  in  fafe  cufiody,  until  hejhallpay 
the  f aid  fine. 

On  the  31/  \X.^^%refolved,NemineContradicente,  Addrefsa- 
That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  hisMajefly,  "^^Macdef! 

*  That  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  that /'^^^'^  ^°^' 

*  the  fine  impofed  by  the  houfe  of  Lords,  on  Thomas 

*  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  or  any  part  thereof  (as  the 
'  fame  (hall  be  paid  in  to  the  Exchequer)  be  iflued 
«  and  paid  in  to  the  court  of  Chancery,  to  be  applied 
'  towards  making  good  any  of  the  lofles  of  the  fui- 

*  tors,  occafioned  by  the  deficiencies  of  the  mafters  of 

*  the  faid  court,  as  that  court  fhall  think  fit  to  dired.* 
And  it  was  ordered.  That  the  faid  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fented to  his  Majefty  by  fuch  members  of  this 
houfe  as  are  of  his  Majefty's  molt  honourable  Privy- 
Council.  About  half  an  hour  after,  M.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  reported  to  the  houfe.  That  the  ad- 
drefs of  this  houfe  (that  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield's 
fine  may  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  fuitors  of 
the  iliid  Court)  had  been  prefented  to  his  Maje- 
fty y  and  that  his  Majefty  had  commanded  him  to 

L  2  acquaint 
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acquaint  this  houfe,  That  his  Majefty  would  give 
the  neceffary  orders  according  to  the  defire  of  this 
houfe.  The  houfe  of  Lords  made  an  Addrefs  to 
the  fame  purpofe  ;  and  received  the  hke  anfwer. 

The  mod  material  tranfadtions  in  the  houfe  ®f 
Lords  this  feflion,  are  contained  in  the  following 
Proteils  relating  to  the  City  Bill^  the  late  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke^  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield^  the  bills  relating, 
to  the  Civil  Lifi^  and  the  Highlands  in  Scotland, 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  alTembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  freemen  of  the  city  0/ Lon- 
don, whofe  names  are  hereuntofubfcribedy  on  behalf 
of  themfelves  and  their  fellow- citizens. 


Petition  a-    f  |  'j  H  AT  your  petitioners  waited  with  much  pa- 


Sheweth, 

^y-biiL^  JL  tience  and  contentment  of  mind,  (as  very  well 
became  them,)  while  the  bill  lately  depending  in  the 
honourable  houfe  of  Commons^  intitled.  An  A^  for 
regulating  elections  in  the  city  of  London,  and  for 
maintaining  the  peace y  good  order  and  govefnment  df 
the  fame  city^  was  there  a  forming. 

That  they  were  fully  perftiaded  that  the  fame  at 
lafi:  would  be  there  fo  finifhed,  as  fully  to  anfwer  the 
title  thereof,  and  the  good  intentions  which  that 
honourable  houfe  always  bears  towards  the  citizens 
o^ London  •,  but,  notwithftanding,  your  petitioners, 
with  great  concern  of  mind,  humbly  crave  leave  t6 
reprefent  to  your  Lordfliips,  that  the  faid  bill  now 
Cranfmitted  thence  to  your  Lordfhips,  in  the  form  it 
now  ftands,  will  not  only,  as  your  petitioners  appre- 
hend, highly  affedt  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
freemen  in  particular,  but  the  laudable  and  ancient 
government  and  cufloms  of  the  city  in  general,-  in 
*^  many  inflances,  fome  of  which  with  perfect  duty, 

fub- 
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iubniiflion  and  refignation,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore your  Lordfhips. 

For  that  the  Hiid  bill  takes  away  from  great  num- 
bers of  the  frecn>en  (other  than  paupers  and  non- 
jurors) the  undoubted  rights  which  they  before  had 
of  voting  in  their  corporate  eledions,  without  any 
Q-ime  or  fault  in  them  afTigned. 

For  that  it  deftroys  the  former  qualifications  of  a 
voter  in  wardmote  eledions,  and  hath  fubftituted  a 
new,  complicated  and  uncertain  one,  in  the  room  of 
it,  and  which,  as  your  petitioners  apprehend,  may- 
be produdive  of  various  controverfies  and  difputes. 

For  that  the  faid  bill,  in  effed,  leaves  all  the  re- 
maining votes  of  the  city  at  the  mercy  of  the  pre(i- 
ding  officer,  who  may  ilill  declare  as  he  may  be 
inclined,  without  granting  a  copy  of  the  poll  fcru- 
tinized,  or  giving  any  account  what  votes  he  al- 
lows or  dilallows,  notwithftandingthis  bill ;  whence 
the  remedy  either  for  the  injured  candidate  or  vo- 
ter becomes  exceeding  difficult,  if  not  wholly  im- 
pradlicable. 

For  that  the  bill  in  a  manner  abolifhes  the  ancient 
and  laudable  cuftomof  diftribution  of  freemens  per- 
fonal  eftates,  fo  agreeable  to  natural  equity,  and  fo 
wifely  adapted  to  the  profperity  of  a  trading  city, 
without  juftoccafion,  and  upon  fuggeftions  not  well 
grounded,  as  we  humbly  apprehend. 

Laftly,  For  that  by  the  fame  bill,  as  your  peti- 
tioners humbly  apprehend,  theGommoners  in  com- 
mon council,  who  are  two  hundred  and  thirty  four 
in  number,  and  tho'  they  are  all  unanimous,  may 
neverthelefs  be  reftrained  from  applying  to  his  Ma- 
jeily,  or  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  how  necelTary  focvcr,  from  ilfuingout  of  the 
chamber  fo  much  as  one  farthing  upon  any  occafion, 
how  juft  foever,  or  feal  any  city  leafe,  tho'  upon 
terms  ever  fo  advantageous,  or  come  to  any  rcfblu- 
tion  whatfoever,  and  how  reafonable  foever,  with  out 
Ithe  confent  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  or  the  ma- 

L  3  jority 
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jorlty  of  them,  tho'  there  fhould  be  no  more  than 
three  of  them  there  prefent :  And  this,  as  it  is  faid, 
by  the  antient  conftitution  of  the  city :  And  yet, 
which  is  very  extraordinary,  the  fame  bill  lays  no 
reftraint  upon  the  power,  which  the  Lord-Mayor  and 
Aldermen  exercife  themfelves  over  the  public  purfe 
and  the  feal,  which  is  now  become  very  great  and 
extenfive:  If  fueh  had  been  the  ancient  conftitution 
of  the  city,  your  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  fay, 
that  the  fame  hath  been  fo  ancient,  that  few  or  no 
footfteps  thereof  have  remained  to  this  day  -,  and  that 
in  the  memories  of  the  oldeft  of  us,  the  fame  hath 
never  fo  much  as  been  claimed  or  mentioned  by  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  except  twice  only  •,  firft  in 
the  year  1674,  and  now  again  very  lately,  and  both 
times  as  foon  relinquifhed  as  mentioned  r  And  yet 
■we  find  by  experience,  that  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  are  never  wanting  to  aflert  the  moft  re- 
mote pretenfions  to  all  their  rights  and  privileges. 

From  fuch  alterations  and  innovations,  your  pe- 
titioners have  too  juft  caufe  to  appehend,  that  the 
good  fruit  and  effed  intended  by  this  bill,  is  not  to 
be  expe6ted  from  it  in  the  form  it  now  ftands,  and 
that  the  controverfies  and  diflentions  of  the  city,will 
DOt  thereby  be  leiTened  but  increafed. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  humbly  intreat  your 
Lordfhips  to  take  the  premifles  into  your  ten- 
der confideration;  to  afcertainthequalifications 
of  the  feveral  voters  in  our  elections ;  the  man- 
ner of  our  eledions;  to  put  a  check  upon  the 
behaviour  of  the  prefiding  officers  -,  and  to  e- 
ilablifh  the  good  government  and  ancient  cu- 
ftoms  of  the  city,  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  your 
Lordfhips  profound  wifdom  fhall  feem  juft  and 
reafonable,  and  may  be  compatible  with  the 
rights,  privileges  and  freedom  of  the  faid  city: 
.And  that  your  petitioners  may  be  heard  by  their 
counfeJj  or  otherwife,  what  they  have  humbly 

to' 
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to  pffer  againft  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  bill  as 
relate  to  the  matters  aforcfaid,  in  fuch  manner 
as  your  Lordfliips  fliall  think  fit. 

And  your  petitioners  ftoall  ever  pray  ^  Sec. 

Die  Mart  is  10,°  Apr  Hi  s^  ^7^5- 

Hodie  tenia  vice  le5fa  eft  hilla^  Intitled,  An  A61  for 
regulating  eledlions  within  the  city  q{ London^  and 
preferving  the  peace,  good  order,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fiid  city. 

And  it  being  propofed,  to  afk  the  opinions  of  the 
judges,  whether  this  bill  does  repeal  any  of  die  pre- 
fcriptions,  privileges,  cufloms  and  liberties  of  the 
faid  city  of  London^  reftored  to  them,  or  preferved 
by  the  ad  palTed  in  the  fecond  year  of  King  M^illi^ 
am  and  Queen  Mary^  for  referving  the  judgment 
in  a  ^0  Warranto  againft  the  city  of  London^  aird 
for  reftoring  the  faid  city  to  its  ancient  rights  and 
privileges. 

After  Debate  thereupon, 

The  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  judges  fhall 
deliver  their  opinions  upon  the  faid  propofed  que^ 
ftion  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative, 

Dijfentient* 
I.  T)Ecaufe  it  being  ena6ted  and  declared,  by  the 

XJ  ad  mentioned  in  the  queftion,  that  the  May- 
or, Commonalty,  and  Citizens  of  London^  fhall  for 
ever  hereafter  remain,  continue,  and  be  prefcribed 
to  be  a  body  corporate  in  Re^  Fa5l0y  &  nomi;ie^  by 
the  name  of  Mayor  and  Commonalty  and  Citizens 
of  the  city  of  London^  and  fhall  (as  by  law  they 
ought)  peaceably  enjoy  all  and  every  their  rights, 
L  4  gifts, 
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gifts,  charters,  grants,  liberties,  privileges,  franchi- 
fes,  cuftoms5ufages,conftitutions5  prefcriptions,  im- 
munities, markets,  duties,  tolls,  lands,  tenements, 
eflates,  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  which  they 
had,  or  had  a  right  or  intcreft  in,  or  to,  at  the  time 
of  giving  the  faid  judgment:  And  we  being  appre- 
henfivethat  the  alterations  made  in  this  bill,  in  the 
conflitution  of  the  common  council,  and  other  an- 
cient rights,  franchifes  and  prefcriptions  of  the  city., 
may  utterly  abolifli  the  ancient  legal  title  of  the  city 
to  their  rights,  franchifes,  prefcriptions,  and  confti- 
tutions,  in  the  particulars  contained  in  the  faid  bill, 
and  may,  in  confequence  thereof, work  a  total  change 
of  the  whole  ancient  conftitution  of  the  corporation 
of  the  faid  city,  or  greatly  confound  or  prejudice  the, 
fame,  which  has  ftood  for  fo  many  ages,  upon  the. 
foundation  of  its  ancient  title,  rights  and  prefcrip- 
tions, confirmed  by  many  grants  made  by  his  Maje- 
fty's  royal  progenitors,  and  by  many  ads  of  Parlia- 
ment, ail  which  were  reftored  fo  foon  after  the  hap- 
py and  glorious  revolution,  and  which  have  been 
peaceably  enjoyed  to  the  prefent  time,we  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  folution  of  the  faid  queftion  by  the 
judges,  mufl  have  tended  greatly  to  the  neceffary  in- 
formation of  the  houfe,  and  to  their  better  judgment 
upon  a  bill  of  fo  great  importance,  as  well  as  ta 
the  fatisfaclion  and  quiet  of  the  citizens  o^  London, 
who,  fo  far  as  we  can  colled  from  the  petitioners 
againft  the  bill,  are  greatly  alarmed  at  the  confe- 
quence thereof,  and  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
the  more  neceflary,  and  more  confident  with  the 
wifdom  of  this  houfe,  to  be  informed  of  the  law. 
by  the  judges  upon  the  queftion  propofed,  becaufe 
we  don't  find  iA  this  bill,  any  faving  or  confirma- 
tion  of  any  of  the  ancient  titles,  rights,  prefcrip- 
tions, privileges  or  franchifes  of  the  faid  city  re- 
fbored  to  them  by  the  former  la,Wo 


Z^  We 
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2.  We  think  the  queftion  ought  to  have  been  pro- 
pofed  to  the  judges,  the  rather  becaufc  the  opinions 
of  feveral  counfels  were  admitted  to  be  read  at  the 
bar  of  the  committeeof  the  whole  houfc,  in  favour 
of  the  bill. 

Bathurft,  Litchfield,  Foley, 

Wharton,  St.  John  Bletfoe,  Fran.  Ceftrienfjs. 

Arundel,  Strafford,  Lechmere, 

Bruce,  Bingley,  Montjoy, 

Coventry,  Gower,  AbingdotiT^ 
Brijioh 

Then  after  a  long  debate. 
The  queftion  was  put  whether  this  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  fhall  pafs. 

It  waj  refolved  in  the  affirmative^ 

piffentient.* 

Lechmere^  Warrington. 

j,,X>  Ecaufe  we  apprehend,  that  the  Penalty  of  two  Proteftsa- 

IJ  hundred  pounds  upon  the  officer  prefidmg  at  I'^gthedl 
Wardmote  eledions,  as  well  as  at  elections  even  for  ty-bui. 
members  of  parliament,  is  fo  fmall,  that  it  may  be 
conftrued  intoan  indemnification,  and  be  looked  up- 
on rather  as  an  encouragement  than  a  reftiaint,  by  a 
wealthy,  partial,  and  arbitrary  officer,  at  leaft,  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  one  will  not  be  fufficient- 
ly  deterred  by  it  from  returning  fuch  candidates  as 
he  likes,  rather  than  fuch  as  the  city  choofes,  and  if 
ever  that  melancholy  cafe  fhould  happen,  we  fear, 
neither  the  candidates  nor  voters,  will  be  able  to  find 
an  effedlual  method  of  doing  juftice  for  fo  flagrant 
ain  injury,  either  to  themfelves  or  to  the  nation. 

2.  Be^ 
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2.  Becaufe  we  cannot  but  think,  from  the  evi- 
dence given  at  the  bar,  that  this  bill  v^^ill  takeaway 
from  many  citizens  their  right  of  voting  in  ward- 
mote eledions,  by  giving  an  exclufion  to  all  thofe 
that  inhabit  houfes  under  ten  pounds  a  year,  even  tho* 
they  pay  parifii  duties,  or  thirty  Ihillings  in  lieu  of 
them,  which  we  conceive  an  unjuftifiable  hardfhip 
upon  thofe  who  may  have  long  enjoyed  that  right, 
and  have  had  no  crime  objeded  to  them,  much  Jefs 
proved,  as  we  think  it  ought  to  be,  before  they  can 
juflly  be  deprived  of  it. 

3.  Becaufe  by  this  bill  no  adl  is  to  pafs  in  com- 
mon council,  for  the  future,  (except  what  relates  to 
the  nomination  of  fome  few  officers)  without  the  af- 
fent  of  the  major  part  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
prefent  in  fuch  common  council,which  we  conceive 
will  give  too  great  an  addition  of  power  to  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  who  have  already  many  and 
large  prerogatives  inconteftably  allowed  them  by  the 
commonalty  of  the  city,  and  tho'  the  council  for  the 
bill  infifted.  That  the  mayor  and  aldermen  had  an- 
ciently that  right, which  this  bill  eftabliflies,  yet  the 
proof  of  that  right  appeared  to  us  fo  remote  and 
obfcure,  that  we  our  felves  were  too  fhort  fight- 
ed  to  difcern  it,  and  on  the  other  fide  it  appeared 
plain  to  us,  that  even  from  the  time  of  incorporating 
the  city  to  this  prefent  time,  fuch  a  claim  has  very 
feldom  been  made  ;  and  that  it  has  never  been  ac- 
knowledged, and  therefore  we  conceive  if  there  be 
any  foundation  for  fuch  right  (which  we  are  far  from 
thinking  there  is)  the  difpute  fliould  be  decided  firft 
in  the  inferior  courts  of  juilice,  and  rather  determin- 
ed in  the  houfe  of  Lords  upon  an  appeal,  than  ended 
by  an  a6l  of  Parliament,  which  feems  to  us  fuch  a 
method  of  determining  controverfies  of  this  nature, 
as  may  prove  of  the  mofl  dangerous  confequence  to 
the  rights  and  prooerties  of  all  the  fubjeds  of  Great- 
Briianu 

4.  Bc' 
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4.  Becaufe  the  bill  aboliflics  the  cuflom  relating 
to  the  diftribution  of  the  perfonal  efliues  of  free  ci- 
tizens,which  isacuftom  not  only  of  great  antiquity, 
but  feems  to  us  to  be  wifely  calculated  tor  the  bene- 
fit of  a  trading  city,  and  has  been  acquiefced  under 
for  fo  many  years,  without  the  lead  complaint  of 
any  one  free  citizen  that  we  ever  heard  of,  that  the 
taking  it  away  in  this  manner  cannot  but  appear  to 
us  too  rafh  and  precipitate,  and  may  too  probably, 
in  our  opinion,  be  very  detrimental  to  the  true  m- 
tereftofthis  ancient,  populous,  loyal,  and  hitherto 
flourifhing  city,  the  prefervation  of  whole  good  or- 
der and  government,  the  bill  it  felf  very  jullly  and 
judicioufly  allows  to  be  of  the  greateft  confequence 
to  the  whole  kingdom. 


155 


Scarfdale^ 

Strafford^ 

Boyle, 

Bathurft^ 

Bingley^ 

ComptoHj 

Berkeley  de  Sir. 


Bruce^ 

Montjoy^ 

Fr.  Ceftrien\ 

Gower, 

Abingdon, 

Foley, 

Uxbridge, 

BriftoU 

Wharton, 

Fleeter, 

Craven, 

Arundel, 

Wefton, 

Litchfield, 

St.  John  Bletfoc, 

Diffentient.' 
For  the  foregoing  reafons,  and  thofe  that  follow. 

^iz.) 

i.TjEcaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  great  alte- 
JL)  rations  made  by  this  bill  in  the  ancient  con- 
flitution  of  the  common-council  and  other  the  rights, 
franchifes,  and  prefcriptions  of  the  city  of  London, 
will,  ifpaffed  into  a  law,  intirely  fubvert  and  de- 
flroy  the  ancient  title,  which  the  city  at  this  time 
lawfully  claims,  and  has  thereto,  and  will  introduce 
and  enacl  a  new  conilitution  upon  the  city,  hereafter 
to  be  claimed  and  enjoyed,  not  upon  the  foundation 

of 
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of  their  ancient  title,  but  of  this  ad  of  Parliament, 
which  mufl,  as  we  conceiye,  in  all  future  times  when- 
ever the  city  of  London  may  have  occafion  to  aflert 
or  defend  their  ancient  title  and  franchifes,  bring 
them  under  infuperable  difficulties,  and  may  be  fol- 
lowed with  dangerous  confequenceSj  concerning  the 
very  being  and  conflitution  of  the  corporation^  many 
©f  which  it  is  jmpoffible  to  fprefee  or  enumerate. 

2.  We  are  of  opinion, That  the  new  conflitution 
of  the  common. council  enadled  by  this  bill,  whereby 
a  negative  is  declared  and  given  to  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  not  only  in  the  making  of  by-laws,  for 
the  government  of  the  city,  but  in  other  a6ls  con* 
cerning  the  ifluing  and  difpofal  of  the  treafure  of 
the  city,  and  alfo  of  the  feal  of  the  city,  whereby 
their  lands  and  other  cftates  are  fubjedled  to  the  faid 
negative,  and  in  all  other  adts  and  powers  at  this 
time,  as  we  conceive,  belonging  to  the  common 
council,  excepting  only  the  appointment  of  fome 
few  officers,  mentioned  in  the  bill,  is  a  dangerous  in- 
novation upon  the  city,unfupported  by  any  evidence 
offered  at  the  bar^  of  the  2ia^Knt  conflitution,  and 
tho'  in  late  time  mentioned  to  be  claimed,  yet  con- 
trary, as  we  conceive,  to  a  clear  uninterrupted  and 
convincing  proof  of  the  exercife  of  the  powei^s  and 
authorities  of  the  common  council  in  all  ages,  to  the 
29th  0^  January  1723.  And  we  conceive  the  alte- 
ration made  by  the  bill,  in  this  refpedl,  to  be  the 
more  unwarrantable,  becaufe,  the  written  evidence 
offered  to  fupport  the  claim  of  a  negative  by  the 
mayor  and  aldernien,was  either  conceived  in  general 
terms,  unapplicable  to  that  claim,  and  not  maintain- 
ed by  fubfequent  praftice,  or  was  drawn  from  pro- 
ceedings in  times  of  trouble  and  confufion. 

3.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  extraordinary 
power  given  by  this  bill  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen^ 
will  veflin  them  new  aad  exorbitant  authorities  over 

■    aH 
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all  the  citizens,  their  rights,  liberties  and  franchifes 
of  all  kinds-,  incon(?(lent  with  that  balance  of  power 
in  the  city,  by  which  the  fame  have  been  preferved, 
and  in  the  future  exercife  thereof  muft,  as  we  con- 
ceive, lay  the  foundation  of  conftant  and  lafting  dif- 
putes,  divifions,  and  diltradion  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. 

4.  We  think  this  bill,  is  the  more  dangerous,  be- 
caufe  it  creates  a  new  conftitution  in  feveral  particu- 
lars contained  in  it,  not  framed  upon  the  ancient 
rights^  proved  or  pretended  to,  or  difputed  on  either 
fide,  but  is  a  new  model  without  due  regard  to  the 
antecedent  rights,  as  claimed  by  either  fide,  and  will 
deprive  a  great  number  of  citizens  of  their  ancient 
rights  and  franchifes  in  eledlions,  and  otherwife, 
without  leaving  them  any  opportunity  of  afTerting 
the  fame  by  due  courfe  of  law,  and  is  a  precedent 
of  the  moft  dangerous  confequence  to  all  the  cities 
and  corporations  of  this  kingdom. 

5.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  abolition  of  the 
ancient  cuftom  of  the  city,  touching  the  perfona! 
eflates  of  freemen,  is  a  dangerous  innovation,  tend- 
ing to  let  in  to  the  government  of  the  city,  perfons 
unexperienced  and  unpradiiced  in  the  laudable  and 
beneficial  trade  of  the  city  and  kingdom,  and  unfit 
for  the  magiflracy  of  the  city,  and  may  thereby  in- 
troduce improper  and  pernicious  influences  over  the 
citizens',  and  we  think  that  the  ftrength,  the  riches, 
power  and  fafety  of  the  city  of  Lo?idon^  have  been 
hitherto,  in  a  great  meafure,  fupported  by  this  and 
other  cuftoms  of  the  city,  as  the  walls  thereof;  and 
we  fear  that  the  decay  of  trade,  and  with  that  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  city  of  London^  and  the  diminution 
and  lofs  of  the  great  excifes  and  duties  arifmg  from 
the  trade  of  the  city,  on  v/hich  the  fupport  of  his 
Majefty's  government  fo  much  depends,  may  be  the 

confequence 
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confequence  of  the  abolition  of  this  ancient  cuftom 
and  privilege  of  the  freemen  of  the  city  of  London, 

6.  Becaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  petition  of 
the  many  thoufand  free-men  of  the  city  againfl;  this 
bill,  ought  to  be  of  tar  greater  weight,  than  the  pe- 
tition of  fifteen  aldermen  for  it,  and  that  the  confu- 
iion  which  may  arife  from  this  bill,  if  pafTed  into  a 
law,  may  tend  greatly  to  the  future  diflurbance  of 
his  Majeily's  wife  and  gentle  government. 

Wharton^  Strafford^  Coventry. 

Die  Veneris  16  Apr  His  1725. 

Hodie prima  vice  le^a  eft  hilla^  intitled^  an  a6l  for 
redeeming  the  annuities  25000  /.  fer  Annum^ 
charged  on  the  civil  lift  revenues  by  an  a6l  of  the 
7th  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  and  for  dlfcharging 
the  debts  and  arrears  due  from  his  Majefty  to  his 
fervants,  tradefmen  and  others. 

Then  a  motion  was  made,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  togivedirediions,  that  the  proper 
officer,  or  officers,  of  £.vf/^^^?tTr,  excife,  cuftoms,  and 
pod-office,  do  lay  before  this  houfe,  an  accountof  all 
monies  which  have  been  illlied  and  paid  out  of  the 
faid  offices,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  on  account  for 
the  privy  purfe,  fecret  fevice,  penfions,  bounties, 
cr  any  ibm  or  fums  of  money  to  any  perfon  or 
perfons  whatfoever,  without  account,  from  the 
25th  day  o^ March  172 1.  to  the  25th  day  oH March 

1725-  . 

Which  being  objected  to,  alter  debate, 

The  qUcilion  was  put,  whether  fuch  an  addrefs 

Ihail  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  } 
It  was  rclblvcd  in  the  negative. 

Bijfentieni' 
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Bifj'entient' 

Lechmcre,         Fr.  Ceftrien.        Bathurft. 
Strnfford,         IVarrivgton^ 

Die  Luna  19  A^rilis  1725. 

liod'ie  tenia  vice  leEla  eft  hilla^  intitled,  an  ad  for 
redeeming  the  annuities,  l£c. 

The  queftion  was  put,  whether  this  bill  Ihall  pals  ? 
It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


B 


Biffentient.^ 
Ecaufe  this  bill  is  to  raife  a  great  fum  of  mo-  Proteft  a- 
^  ney,  which,  will,  as  we  apprehend,  become  a  ^fj^^ 
burthen  upon  the  public,  and  increafe  that  immenfe  to  the  Cm/- 
load  of  debt,  which  is  already  above  fifty  millions,  ^i^- 
and  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  requires  the  utmoft 
application  to  diminifh  it,  and  cannot  but  give  us 
the  moil  melancholy  profped,  whenever,  efpecially 
in  a  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  we  find  any  ad- 
dition is  made  to  it ;  and  fince  his  Majefty's  revenue 
when  firfl  fettled,was  thought  fufficient  by  the  Par- 
liament to  anfwer  all  the  necefTary  expences  of  his 
civil  government,  and  is  larger,  as  we  conceive,  than 
that  of  his  predeceffors ;  and  fince  that  revenue  has,^ 
once  already,  and  not  long  ago,  received  an  aid  of 
the  like  fum,  we  think  we  were  fully  jufl:ified  in  ex- 
pe6ling  an  account  of  the  reafons  of  contrafting  fo 
great  a'debt  ;  and  becaufe  that  was  refufed  to  be  laid 
before  us, we  are  of  opinion,we  cannot  difcharge  our 
duty  to  our  country,  if  we  fliould  thus  uninforrned 
and  in  the  dark,  give  our  confent  to  this  bill^which 
being  the  fecond  of  this  kind,within  a  fliort  compafs 
of  time,  we  apprehend  may  prove  of  more  perni- 
cious example. 

Strafford^  Boyle^ 

Foley,  Bruce, 

^  Die 
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Die  Luna  26  Die  j^prilis  lyi^. 

A  melTage  was  brought  from  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons by  Sif  George  Oxenden  and  others,  with  their 
replication  to. the  anfwer  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Maccles- 
fieldy  to  the  afticles  of  impeachment  exhibited  by 
them  againft  him,   which  was  read. 

Then  the  houfe  being  moved  to  appoint  Thurfday 
fevennight  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  for  the 
trial  of  the  faid  Earl,  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe. 

The  fame  was  obje6led  to,  and  a  queflion  being- 
flated  upon  the  faid  motion. 

It  was  moved  to  leave  out  thefe  words,  (viz.)  at 
the  bar  of  this  houfe. 

Afterdebate,  thequeftion  was  put,Whether  thtfei 
words  fhall  (land  part  of  the  queflion  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Diffentient,^ 
Proteji  a-     i.^O  Ecaufe  wc  are  of  opinion,  that  it  highly  con- 
fhe^Earfof        l3  '^^^"^  the  honout  and  dignity  of  this  houfe^ 
Macclesfield,  in  all  cafcs  of  impeachment,  that  the  trial  fhould 
the  wJ.°^  be  had  in  the  molt  public  and  folemn  manner,  That 
being  mod  fuitable  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of 
this  kingdom,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  but  is  more 
efpecially  requifite  in  a  profecution  of  the  Commons 
of  Great-Britain,  begun  and  carried  on  by  their  re- 
prefentatives  in  Parliament,  for  which  reafon,  we 
thinkj  that  this  trial  ought  to  be  had  in  TVefljiiinJler- 
Hall^  and  not  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  where  it  is 
impofiible,  as  we  conceive,  to  provide  room,  and 
other  conveniencies,  for  the  attendance  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  and  fuch  others  of  the  fubjedls  of  this 
kingdom,  who  may  be  defirous  to  be  prefent  at  this 
trial. 

2.  We  are  of  opihion,  that  it  is  a  jufllce  due  to  - 
the  Earl,  who  is  impeached,  to  give  him  the  oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity  of  vindicating  Iiimfelf,  and  to  aflert  his  inno- 
cence, in  the  moft  public  manner  imaginable  ;  the 
crimes  wherewith  he  is  charged  by  his  impeachment, 
being  of  that  nature,  as  render  it,  as  we  conceive, 
moft  defirable,  and  even  necefTary,  on  his  part,  to 
give  univerfal  fatisfadlion  of  his  innocence,  in  a  cafe 
wherein  his  honour,  and  that  of  his  pofterity,  are 
fo  highly  concerned. 

3.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  of  gtffeat  moment 
to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  fountain 
of  juftice,  that  the  trial  of  this  impeachment  fhould 
be  had  in  that  place,  which  may  be  rnofb  fatisfaclory 
to  the  whole  nation  ;  becaufe  the  articles,  whereby 
the  Earl  (lands  impeached,  relate  to  theadminiftra- 
tion  of  the  public  juftice  of  this  kingdom,  and  con- 
fift  of  fads  or  matters  charged  on  him,  while  he 
was  Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  as  fuch,  was  intruft- 
cd  by  his  Majefty  with  the  execution  of  the  moft 
eminent  office  and  ftatipn  concerning  the  admin i- 
ftration  of  juftice, 

4.  Becaufe,  we  obferve,  that  the  Earl  impeached 
has  in  his  defence  by  his  anfwer,  in  fome  degree,  in- 
volved the  honour  of  many  great  perfonages,  peers  ' 
of  this  realm,  and  others,  fome  living,  and  others 
longfince  deceafed,  but  whofe  defcendants  are  now 
Peers,  and  members  of  this  houfe,  in  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  matters  and  crimes  charged  on  himfelf, 
which  circumftance  of  the  defence,  being,  as  it  feems 
to  us,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Earl,  material  to  be  ex- 
amined into  upon  the  trial ;  we  are  of  opinion  that 
in  this  rcfpe6l  alfo,  the  place  of  trial  is  become  of 
more  importance,  and  moft  proper  to  be  in  Wefi- 
minfter-Hally  and  not  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  where 
the  examinations  muft  unavoidably,  as  we  conceive, 
Ipe  lefs  public,  and  in  that  refpe(5t  lefs  fatisfadlory. 

Vol.  IX.  M  5.  It 
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5.  It  appearing  to  us,  by  feveral  reports  delivered 
to  this  houfe,  by  hisMajefty's  diredlion,  which  relate 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  juftice  of  the  high  court 
of  Chancery-,  while  the  faid  Earl  was  Lord  High 
Chancellor,  that  there  are  very  great  deficiencies,  of 
the  money  and  effe6ls  belonging  to  orphans  and  wi- 
dows, and  others  the  fuitors  of  the  court,  which  mo- 
ney and  effeds  were  brought  into  the  court,  or  in 
the  hands  of  the  mailers  in  Chancery.,  and  which  de- 
ficiencies, as  they  appear  to  us,  amount  to  a  great 
many  thoufand  pounds,  as  yet  wholly  unfatisfied  and 
unfecured,  for  this  reafon,  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  necefTary  for  the  public  fatisfadlion,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  fuitors  concerned,  that  this  trial  fhould 
be  had,  not  only  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner,  but  in 
the  mod  public  place  alfo. 

6.  We  do  not  find,  that  any  impeachment  of  the 
Commons,  has  been  tried  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe, 
or  in  any  other  place  than  in  Weftminfter-Hall^  fmce 
the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  be- 
fore that  period,  the  impeachment  of  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  was  tried  in  W eft minfter -Hall.     We  find 
.  alfo  that  fince  the  reftoration,  every  Peer  who  has 
been  tried  by  this  houfe,  either  on  an  impeachment 
or  indidlment,  has  had  his  trial  in  W eft minfter -Hall., 
and  not  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  and  fometime  after 
the  late  happy  revolution ,  private  perfons,  im  peached 
by  the  Commons  for  frauds  and  cheats  relating  to 
the  Luflring  Company,  and  private  traffic,  were  ap- 
pointed by  this  houfe  to  be  tried  in  Weftminfter- 
Hall.  The  impeachment  of  Dr.  Sacheverell.,  for  mif- 
demeanors  committed  in  the  pulpit,  was  tried  there 
alfo  5  for  which  reafon  v/e  are  of  opinion,  that  this 
impeachment  being,  as  we  conceive,  of  the  higheft 
confequence  to  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  king- 
dom, ought  to  be  confidered,  at  leafb,  with  equal 
regard,  as  to  the  place  of  trial,  and  in  every  other 
refpeft,  with  any  of  thofe  trials  before-mentioned, 

and 
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«ind  the  rather,  for  that  the  method  of  the  proceed- 
ings on  trials  of  impeachments,  if  had  at  the  bar  of 
this  houfe,  contrary  to  the  general  courfe  fince  the 
reftoration,  are  therefore  more  unfettled  by  any  late 
precedents,  and  in  that  refpedt,  may  be  liable  to 
more  difficulties  and  delays,  than  if  had  in  ff^efl- 
7ni77jlcr-HalL 

7.  We  think  that  no  confideration  of  delay, 
which  may  be  occafioned  for  a  little  time,  by  the 
preparations  to  be  made  in  Weftminfter-Hall^  or  any 
other  account  during  the  trial,  are  an  equivalent  con- 
fideration, and  to  be  balanced  with  the  public  fatif- 
fadion  •,  which,  in  every  refpe6t,  is,  in  our  opinion, 
due  to  this  proceeding,  and  efpecialJy  with  regarcj 
to  the  place  of  trial. 

Wharton^  Scarfdale^         Foley^ 

Coventry,  Strafford^         Boyle, 

Lechmere^  Gower, 

I  difTent  for  all  the  afore-jnentioned  reafons,  ex- 
cept the  fourth.  Monijoy. 

Then  the  queflion  was  put,  that  Thomas  Eai;l  of 
Macclesfield  be  tried  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  on 
Thurfday  fe'nnight  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, upon  the  impeachment  for  high  crimes  ancj. 
mifdemeanors,  exhibited  againft  him  by  the  houfe 
of  Commons. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bijfentientj' 

For  the  reafons  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  pro- 
tpft. 

Scar/dale^         Wharton^         Lecbmere, 
Strafford,         Coventry^ 
Foley,  Boyle^ 

M  2  ^k 
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Die  Lun^  3  Maij  1725. 

Proteft  a-  Hodte  tertta  vkeleSfa  eft  hilla^  intitled,  an  a5i  for 
miolifL.  more  effeSfual  dif arming  /^f  Highlands  in  that  part  of 
jjrl/^^V  Great-Britain  ^^//^  J  Scotland,  and  for  the  letter  fecw- 
Scotland!'^   ring  the  peace  and  quiet  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Then  the  queflion  was  put.  Whether  this  bill  with 
the  amendments,  fhall  pafs  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  afHrmative. 

Biffentient.^ 
I.  YjEcaufe  the  bill  fets  forth,  that  many  perfons 
Jj  i"  ^^^  Highlands^  commit  many  robberies 
and  depredations,  and  oppofe  the  due  execution  of 
jufticeagainft  robbers,outlaws,and  perfons  attainted ; 
which  aflertion,  we  conceive,  was  meant  as  an  in- 
ducement to  pafs  the  bill,  and  therefore  fliould  have 
been  fully  made  out  by  proof,  or  been  undeniably 
clear  from  its  notoriety :  but  no  proof  was  attempted 
to  be  made  of  it  -,  and  we  have  not  heard  that  fuch 
outrages  as  are  charged  upon  the  Highlanders^  have 
been  committed  by  them  of  late. 

2.  We  apprehend  that  this  bill  gives  to  Lord- 
Lieutenants  of  counties,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and 
others,  fuch  large  and  difcretionary  powers  in  fqme 
^es,  as  are  hardly  to  be  trufled  in  the  hands  of 
^y  perfons  in  a  free  government,  unlefs  apparent- 
ly neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  it. 

3.  Since  the  behaviour  of  the  Highlanders  has 
been  peaceable  and  inoffenfive  for  fome  years  paft, 
and  is  fo  at  prefent,  as  far  as  it  appears  to  us ;  we 
cannot  but  fear  that  this  bill  may  prove  unfeafonable, 
may  hazard  the  lofs  of  that  invaluable  blelTingwhich 
we  now  enjoy,  a  perfe5f  calm  and  tranquillity^  and 
raife  among  thefe  people  that  fpirit  of  difcontentand 
uneaf^nefs,  which  now  feems  intirely  laid  -,  for  we 
'•  "    '  apprehend. 
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apprehend,  that  the  execution  of  fome  authorities  in 
this  bill,  is  more  likely  to  create,  than  to  prevent 
diforders  :  We  think  it  applies  fevere  remedies, 
where,  as  far  as  we  perceive,  there  is  no  difeafe  ; 
and  this  at  a  time  when  the  Highlanders  not  being 
accufed  of  any  enormities  for  which,  in  our  opini- 
ons, the  legiflature  ought  in  juftice  to  punifhthem, 
or  in  prudence  to  fear  them  -,  we  think  it  would  be- 
come us,  as  good  patriots,  to  endeavour  rather  to 
keep  them  quiet,  than  make  them  fo. 

Wharton^         Gower^         Scarfdale, 
Litchfield^         Boyle  ^ 

Die  Sahhati  22  Maii^   ^J'^S* 

k 

THE  houle,  according  to  order,  was  adjourned  Proteii  a- 
during  pleafure,  and  put  into  a  Committee  on  Im  for  re- 
the  bill,  intitled,y^«  a^  for  enaMim  Henry  St.  Tohn,  verfmgthe 

;  Tz-r  T»    1-        1         1  7      7        1.        '       T         ^  »  .     attainder  of 

late  Vij count  Bolmgbroke,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  Lord  BQiing- 
body.,  notwlthftanding  his  attainder .^  to  take  and  en-  ^''"^'^ 
joy  feveral  manor s^  lands^  and  hereditaments^  &c.  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  exprejfed. 

And  being  refumed. 

The  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  houfe  fhall  be 
put  into  a  Committee  again  upon  the  faid  bill,  on 
Monday  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Dijfentient* 

I.  inEcaufe  we  apprehend  ittobeinconfiftentwith 
O  the  honour  and  dignity,  which,  in  all  cafes, 
Ihould  be  obferved  in  the  proceedings  of  this  houfe, 
to  make  a  refolution,  efpecially  upon  debate  to  put 
the  houfe  into  aCommittee  on  this  bill,  at  the  fame 
inftant  or  moment  of  time,  on  which,  by  an  order 
of  the  twenty  firft  inftant,  it  was  refolved,  that  the 
houfe  would  proceed  farther  on  the  impeachment  of 
M  3  the 
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the  Earl  of  Macclesfield  ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to 
us,  that  any  precedent  is  to  be  found  on  the  journals 
of  this  houfe,  to  warrant  this  refolution,  in  that  re- 
fpedl. 

2.  We  conceive  that  this  refolution  may  draw  on 
a  debate,  or  doubt  in  the  houfe,  touching  the  prefe- 
rence to  be  given  by  the  houfe,  to  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  on  this  bill,  or  to  the  farther  proceeding  on 
the  faid  impeachment  ^  which  debate,  if  any  fuch 
lliould  happen,  we  think  may  be  attended  with  ill 
confequences:  The  matter  of  the  faid  impeachment, 
fo  preffing  and  neceffary  in  our  opinions  to  the  pub- 
lic jufticc  of  the  nation,  being  compared  with  this 
bill,  which  contains,  as  we  think,  extraordinary  and 
undeferved  bounty  and  reward  to  a  perfon  impeach- 
ed by  the  Commons,  and  as  yet  attainted  for  trea- 
fons,  which  tended  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Protef- 
tant  fuccelTion  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  and  to 
the  placing  of  the  Pretender  on  the  Throne. 

Coventry^        Warrington,        Lechmere. 

Die  Lun^  24,  Maii^  '^T^S' 

Hodie  tertia  vice  leBa  eft  hilla^  intitled.  An  g5!  for 
enabling  Henry  Si,  John,  late  Vifcount  Bolingbroke, 
and theheirs  male  of  his  body ^  notwithfianding  his  at- 
tainder^ to  take  and  enjoy  fever  al  manors^  hnds^  &c. 

After  debate, 
Thequeitionwas  put,  whether  this  bill  fhall^afs? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

<■ 

'Diffentient  ^ 

Warrington^       Wharton,       Scarfdale, 

1.  Be- 
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I.  TTjEcaufe  the  purport  and  intention  of  this  bill 
|3  is  to  repeal  feveral  a6ls  of  Parh'ament  pafTed 
fince  his  Majefty's  acceflion,  whereby  all  the  eflate 
and  intercft  of  the  late  Lord  Bolinghroke  in  the  lands 
mentioned  in  this  bill,  being  forfeited  to  the  crown 
for  high  treafon,  were  veiled  in  truftees,  and  ftill 
remain  appropriated  to  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the 
public  ;  the  value  of  which  lands  amount,  as  we  be- 
lieve, to  feveral  thoufand  pounds  ^^r  ann.  Where- 
fore  we  think  it  unjuft  to  all  the  fubjedls  of  this 
kingdom,  who  have  borne  many  heavy  taxes,  occa- 
fioned,  as  we  believe,  in  great  meafure,  by  the  trea- 
fons  committed,  and  the  rebellion  which  was  en- 
couraged by  this  perfon,  to  take  from  the  public 
the  benefit  of  his  forfeiture. 

2.  It  appears  from  the  articles  of  impeachment 
exhibited  by  the  Commons  againft  the  late  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke^  whereon  he  now  (lands  attainted  by  a6l  of 
Parliament,  that  he  flood  charged  with  the  sommifli- 
on  of  feveral  treafons  of  the  moft  flagrant  and  dan- 
gerous nature;  committed  by  him  while  he  was  Se- 
cretary of  ftate  to  her  late  Majefly  Queen  Anne^  for 
traiteroufly  betraying  her  mofl  fecret  counfels  to  the 
French  King,  then  at  war,  and  in  enmity  with  her 
Majefly ;  and  with  other  treafons,  tending  to  deflroy^ 
the  balance  of  Europe^  and  to  raife  the  then  exorbi- 
tant power  of  the  French  King,  who,  not  long  before 
had  publicly  acknowledged  the  Pretender  to  be  the 
lawful  and  rightful  King  of  thefe  realms. 

3.  The  treafons  wherewith  he  was  charged,  we 
conceive,  were  fully  confefTed  by  his  flight  from  the 
juflice  of  Parliament,  but  his  guilt  was  afterwards, 
as  we  think,  indifputably  demonflrable,  by  the  new 
treafons  he  openly  and  avov/edly  committed  againfl 
his  prefent  Majefly  •,  it  being  notorious,  and  it  ha- 
ving been  declared  to  the  houfe  on  the  debate  of  this 
bill,  that  he  did,  foon  after  his  flight,  enter  public- 

M  4  ly 
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.  y  into  the  counfels  and  fervice  of  the  Pretender, 
who  was  then  fomenting  and  carrying  on  a  rebellion 
within  thefe  kingdoms,  for  the  dethroning  hisMa- 
jefly  ;  into  which  rebellion,  many  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjed-s  as  well  Peers  as  Commoners  were  drawn, 
as  we  believe,  by  the  example  or  influence  of  the 
late  Lord  Bcdingbroke^  and  for  which  treafons  many 
Peers  and  Commoners  have  been  fince  attainted,  and 
fome  of  them  executed,  and  their  eftates,  both  real 
and  perfonal,  became  forfeited  by  their  attainders, 
and  as  yet  continue  under  thofe  forfeitures. 

4.  We  have  not  been  informed  of  any  parti- 
cular public  fervices,  which  this  perfon  hath  per- 
formed to  his  Majefly  or  this  nation,  fince  his  com- 
miflion  of  the  many  high  and  dangerous  treafons, 
before  mentioned  •,  and  in  cafe  he  has  done  any,  they 
mud  be  ot  fuch  a  nature  as  ought,  in  our  opinions, 
to  be  rewarded  in  another  manner  than  is  provided 
by  this  bill,  and  for  which  we  think  the  crown  is 
othcrwife  fufficiently  enabled  •,  And  the  fincerlty  of 
his  having  quitted  the  intereft  of  the  Pretender  may, 
in  our  opinions,  be  juftly  fufpe6led  •,  he  never  ha- 
ving, as  appears  to  us  throughout  the  progrefs  of 

.this  bill  in  both  houfes,  once  fignified  his  forrow 
tor  the  treafons  he  had  committed  •,  and  if  he  had 
really  abandoned  that  intereft,  his  private  intelli- 
gences or  fervices,  v/ith  regard  to  the  ^ntereft  or 
counfels  of  the  Pretender,  can't  reafonably  be  fup- 
pokd,  in  our  opinions,  to  be  of  great  value. 

5.  We  think  that  no  affarances  which  this  perfon 
hath  given,  nor  any  fervices  he  can  have  perform'd 
fince  his  commiflaon  of  the  treafons  aforefaid,  or  any 
farther  obligations  he  can  enter  into,  can  be  a  fuffi- 

.cient  fecuriry  to  his  Majefly  or  the  kingdom  againft 
his  future  infincerity,  which  may  happen,  he  having 
already  fo  often  violated  the  moft  folemn  afllirances 

-  and  obligations,  and  in  defiance  of  them,  having 

openly 
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openly  attempted  the  dethroning  his  Majefty,  and 
the  deftru6lion  of*  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

6.  We  think  the  fervices  he  may  have  performed, 
if  any,  ought  not  to  be  rewarded  either  in  the  de- 
gree, or  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  bill,  it  ha- 
ving been  found  by  experience,  in  cafes  of  like  na- 
ture, that  the  (Irongeft  affurances  have  afterwards 
proved  deceitful  •,  for  which  reafon,  we  conceive  it 
to  beunwife  and  dangerous  to  give  fuch  rewards  as 
can't  be  recalled,  tho'the  afllirances  fhould  be  broke, 
and  we  believe  it  to  be  the  known  policy,  and  uni- 
verfil  pradife  of  wife  governments  to  keep  the  per- 
fons  (claiming  merit  from  fuch  fervices  as  the  late 
Lord  BoUnghroke  can  polTibly  have  performed,  fince 
the  commiflion  of  his  treafons)  dependent  on  the  go- 
vernment, for  the  continuance  of  thofe  rewards. 

7.  The  pardon  of  the  late  Lord  BoUnghroke  under 
the  great  feal,  having  been  communicated  to  the 
houfe,  and  under  confideration  on  the  debate  of  this 
bill  ;  we  think  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  pafs,  be- 
caufe  it  may  hereafter  be  conftrued  in  fome  degree  to 
confirm  or  countenance  that  pardon  :  And  we  are 
of  opinion,  that  that  pardon,  tho'  it  may  be  legal 
as  to  the  treafons  committed  by  him  fince  his  at- 
tainder, yet  fo  far  as  it  may  be  conftrued  (if  that 
fhould  ever  be)  to  pardon  or  affedl  the  a6t  of  attain- 
der of  the  late  Lord  BoUnghroke^  or  the  impeachment 
of  the  Commons  on  which  that  adt  is  founded  ;  it  is 
amoft  dangerous  violation  of  the  ancient  rights,  and 
freedom  of  the  kingdom,  and  will  defeat  the  whole 
ufe  and  effect  of  impeachments  by  the  Commons, 
which  is,  as  we  think,  the  chief  inftitution  arifing 
even  from  the  conftitutionitfelf,  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  government,  and  for  the  attaining  Parliamen- 
tary juftice-,  and  tends,  as  we  conceive, to  render  the 
rights  and  judicature  of  this  houfe  on  impeachments 
and  bills  of  attainder,  vain  and  ufelcfs :  All  which 

ancient 
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ancient  rights  of  both  houfes,  and  of  the  fubjeds  of 
this  nation,  were  iaved  to  them  by  the  revolution, 
and  were  intended  as  we  conceive,  to  have  been 
for  ever  preferved  to  them  in  their  full  extent,  by 
the  ad:  paiTed  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King  William^ 
of  ever  glorious  memory,  by  which  the  crown  of 
thefe  realms  is  limited  and  fettled  on  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  ifluc,  and  in  which  ad  it  ftands  decla- 
red, "That  no  pardon  under  the  great  feal  JJo all  be 
'pleadable  to  an  impeachment  of  the  Commons, 

8.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  power  of  difpen- 
fing  mercy,  is  an  inherent  right  of  the  crown  of  thefe 
realms,  and  the  exercife  of  it  of  great  benefit  to  the 
people,  v/hen  it  is  wifely  and  properly  applied  j  but 
it  being  incumbent  on  us  in  the  vote  v/e  give,  for, 
or  againft,  pafTing  this  bill,  to  judge  between  the 
late  Lord  Bolingbroke^  and  to  confider  the  right  and 
title  he  appears  to  us  to  have  to  the  benefits  of  this 
bill,  and  the  concern,  which,  on  the  other  fide,  the 
honour,  interefl  and  fafety  of  the  King  and  his  royal 
family,  and  the  whole  kingdom  have,  in  our  opi- 
nion, from  the  confequences  of  it :  We  think  we 
cannot  be  juftified  in  our  own  thoughts,  with  re- 
gard to  the  latter,  or  to  our  poflerity  -,  if  we  fhould 
confent  that  this  bill  fhould  pafs. 

Coventry^  Clinton^  Onjlow. 

Brifiol,  Lechmere, 

Die  Mercurii  26,  Mait^   ^T^5-    ^ 

IT  was  moved  to  refolve.  That  Thomas^  Earl  of 
Macclesfield^  fhall  be  for  ever  incapable  of  any 
Macclesfield,  officc,  pkcc,  or  employment  in  the  flate,  or  com- 
monwealth. 

And  after  debate  thereupon, 
The  qiieftion  was  put,  whether  the  faid  Earl  iliall 

be 
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be  for  ever  incapable  of  any  office,  place,  or  em- 
ployment in  the  Hate,  or  commonwealth  ? 
It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Bijfentient.' 

Hatton. 

i.T^Ecaufe  it  is  certain  that  the  honour  and  digni- 
Jj  ty  of  the  crown,  the  fecurity  of  our  religious 
and  civil  rights,  and  the  prefervation  of  our  moft 
excellent  conftitution  in  church  and  flate,  intirely 
depend  upon  the  probity,  integrity,  and  ability  of 
thofe  perfons  whom  hisMajcfly  fhall  call  to  his  coun- 
fels  j  and  who  iliall  be  employed  in  any  office, 
place,  or  employment,  in  the  ftate,  or  common- 
wealth. 

2.  Becaufe  we  conceive  a  perfon  impeached  by 
the  houfeof  Commons,  of  corruption  of  the  deepell 
dye  ;  and  who,  after  a  full  and  legal  tryal,  was  by 
this  houfe  unanimoufly  found  guilty  of  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors,  charged  on  him  by  the  houfe  of 
Commons  *,  which  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors 
were  committed  by  him  in  the  execution  of  his  high 
flation,  as  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Gr^^/-^rz7<^/;^; 
ought  not  to  be  exempted  from  this  part  of  the  fen- 
tence,  which  has  always  been  thought  proper  to  be 
inflidled  by  our  anceftors,  both  in  regard  to  the 
fafcty  of  the  government,  and  the  juftice  of  this 
houfe,  on  perfons  convidled  of  crimes  of  the  like 
nature :  And  we  do  not  find  one  inftance  on  the 
journals  of  Parliament,  where  this  penalty  has  been 
omitted. 

3.  We  apprehend  that  his  Majefty  having  re- 
moved the  Earl  oi Macclesfield  from  the  truft  repofed 
in  him  by  the  cuftody  of  the  great  feal  j  and  having 
earneflly  recommended  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
appointed  to  fucceed  him,  the  taking  effedual  care 

that 
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that  entire  fatisfaftion  be  made  to  the  fuitors  of  the 
court,  and  that  flich  fuirors  be  not  expofed  to  any 
dangers  for  the  future  -,  and  fulJy  expreffed  his  gra- 
cious dirpoficion  that  thefiid  Lords  CommifTioners 
fhould  look  narrowly  into  tiie  behaviour  of  all  the 
officers  under  their  jurifdidlion,  and  fhould  fee  that 
ftich  officers  a6l  with  the  ftrideft  regard  to  juftice, 
and  to  the  eafe  of  his  fubjecls  (which  is  a  plain  in- 
dication of  his  Majefly's  jufl  refentment  of  the 
Earl*siil  condudl,  during  his  prefiding  in  the  court 
of  Chancery  j)  and  having,  in  great  tendernefs  to 
the  injured  nation,  recommended  the  protedlron 
of  the  unhappy  fufferers  to  the  juftice  of  Parlia- 
ment :  We  thought  it  incumbent  upon  us,  on  this 
great  occafi on,  when  the  Commons  have  fo  clearly 
made  out  their  charge  againft  the  impeached  Earl, 
rot  to  depart  from  the  methods  of  our  anceftors,  in 
the  framing  of  our  fentence  with  an  unufual  ten- 
dernefs to  a  perfon  againft  whom  the  whole  nation 
cries  for  juftice  •,  but  to  purfue  their  glorious  fteps 
upon  the  like  occafions,  and  to  incapacitate  the 
faid  Earl  from  having  any  ofBce,  place,  or  employ- 
ment in  the  ftate,  or  commonwealth,  as  the  moft 
effe6lual  mieans  to  deter  others  from  being  guilty  of 
the  like  crimes  for  the  future. 

Pomfret^  V/harton^  Compton. 

Abingdon  y  Bruce  ^ 

To  the  foregoing  refolution  againft  incapacitating- 
the  faid  EarU 

Bipntient.^ 
I'.rj^HIS  houfe  having  refolved,  that  the  houfe 
A  of  Commons  have  made  good  their  charge 
of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  againft  the  Earl 
iftipeached,  and,  by  a  fubfequent  refolution,  having 
itrianimoufiy  declared  him  guilty  •,  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  a  neceffary  confequence,  in  law,  juftice, 

honour 
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honour  and  confciencc,  that  the  ciifabilitics  contain- 
ed in  tlie  qucftion  propofcd,  fliould  be  a  part  of  his 
punifhment,  they  being  fuch  as  we  think  the  whole- 
feme  Jaws  and  ilatutes,  agaiiift  which  the  Earl  has 
offended,  do  e^prcHy  ordain  for  the  punifhment  of 
his  crimes,  and  fuch  as  the  nature,  circumflances, 
and  confcquences  of  his  guilt,  do,  in  our  opinions, 
moft  juftly  deferve. 

2.  The  articles  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  where- 
of the  Earl  is,  in  our  opinions,  declared  guilty,  arc? 
an  accufation  of  hirn  for  pi^Py  repeated  ads  of  bribe- 
ry, extortion,  perjury  and  opprefTion,  committed  by 
colour  of  his  office  of  Lord  High  Chancellor,  and 
of  many  endeavours  to  have  concealed  and  fuppref- 
fed  the  difcovery  of  them,  even  from  the  knowledge 
of  his  Majefty  :  Thofe  crimes  therefore,  being  by 
the  laws  of  this  land,  and,  as  v;e  believe,  by  the 
laws  of  all  civilized  nations  in  the  world,  adjudged 
to  be  crimes  of  an  infamous  nature  -,  we  think  the 
incapacity  propofed  by  this  queftion,  to  be  one  na- 
tural and  unavoidable  flep  to  have  been  made  by 
this  houfe  in  the  judgment  on  thofe  crimes. 

3  The  Earl,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  articles  of  the  Com- 
mons, hath  aflerted,  that  the  taking  the  many  fums 
by  him  from  the  Mafters  in  Chancery  (which  fums 
he  there  c:\Usprefenls)  was  never  befpre  look'd  upon 
to  be  criminal,  and  hopes  that  the  giving  or  receiv- 
ing fuch  a  prefent  is  not  criminal  jn  itfelf,  or  by  the 
common  law  of  this  realm,  and  that  there  is  not  any 
acl  of  Parliament  whatfoever,  by  which  the  fame  is 
made  criminal,  or  fubjed:  to  any  punifhment  or  judg- 
ment which  can  be  prayed  in  this  profecudon.  The 
Earl  himfelf,  and  his  counfcl  on  his  behalf,  upon  his 
trial,  attempted  to  juftify  his  extortions  (then  called 
complimejjts)  and  endeavour 'd  to  maintain  that  they 
are  comformable  to  the  laws  of  the  land :  But  we  can't 
reded  on  this  behaviour  of  the  Earl,  otherwife  than 
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as  the  higheft  difhonour  thrown  by  him  upon  the 
laws  and  government  of  this  kingdom,  and'  a  moil 
daring  and  groundlefs  endeavour,  to  difparage  the 
common  law  of  the  land,  Magna  Chart  a  itfelf,  the 
plain  and  exprefs  injunctions  of  many  flatutes,  par- 
ticularly thofe  palTed  in  the  reigns  of  Richard  the 
2d.  Henry  the  4th.  and  Edward  the  6th.  in  this  be- 
half, and  of  an  a6l  pafTed  this  feffion  of  Parliament, 
for  The  indemnification  oftheMaJiers  in  Chancery^  &c. 
againfl  the  plain  fenfe  of  all  which  laws,  the  Earl  has, 
in  our  opinions,  knowingly  and  wilfully  offended  ; 
and  as  this  unparalleled  juftification  attempted  by  the 
Earl,  will  be  tranfmitted  to  all  pofterity,  we  think  it 
abfolutely  necefiary,  that  the  punifhment  propofed 
by  this  queftion  fhould  have  been  infliAed,  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  laws  and  government  itfelf,  againfl: 
the  afperfion  the  Earl  has  thrown  upon  both,  and 
to  prevent  any  imputation  which  may  hereafter  be 
caft  on  the  honour  and  juflice  of  this  houfe,  as  hav- 
.  ing  on  this  occafion,  in  any  degree,  feemed  to  fa- 
vour or  countenance  fuch  a  defence. 

3.  The  Earl  has,  in  his  anfwer,  aflerted  fome  of 
his  pradices  to  have  been  long  ufed  by  his  predecef- 
fors,  and  by  others  being  Chief  Jufl:ices,  Mafters  of 
the  rolls,  and  other  Judges ;  and  on  his  trial  offered 
evidence  to  prove  his  affertion  in  four  inftances  only, 
three  of  them  in  the  time  of  one,  and  the  other  in 
the  time  of  his  immediate  predecefTor:  But  tho' thofe 
infl:ances,  as  we  think,  were  unattended  with  the 
many  aggravations  of  the  Earl's  guilt  in  thofe  re- 
fpecis :  Yet  left  thofe  examples,  together  with  that 
of  the  Earl,  fhould  hereafter  be  conftrued  a  miti- 
gation of  his,  or  encouragement  to  the  like  offence, 
we  think  the  punifhment  now  propofed,  ought  to 
have  been  inflitled,  by  which  it  would  become  the 
more  exemplary  •,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  it  appears 
to  us  highly  probable,  that  the  imputation,  as  it  is 

thrown, 
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thrown  by  the  Earl  upon  bis  predcceflbrs,  is  unjufi: ; 
the  memory  of  many  of  thofe  wife  and  excellent 
perfons,  never  having  been,  as  we  believe,  ilained 
with  fuch  imputation  till  the  Earl  caft  it  on  them, 
and  fome  of  his  predeccflbrs  having  in  fcveral  ages, 
fallen  under  the  fevere  and  fir  id:  inquifuion  of  Par- 
liament, for  bribery  and  corruption,  without  any 
charge  upon  them  for  that  criminal  pradice, 

5.  We  are  of  opinion  that  this  houfe  now  exercl- 
fing  its  judicature  as  the  fupreme  court  in  this 
kingdom,  upon  an  accufation  of  the  Commons  for 
offences  againft  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  has  no 
legal  power  or  authority  to  difpenfe  with  or  omit 
thofe  punifhments,  which  are  expreily  ordained  by 
pofitive  adls  of  Parliament;  and  it  appears  to  us  to 
be  unqueftionable,  that  the  difabilities  propofed  by 
this  queflion,  are  exprefly  ordained  by  the  ftatute 
made  11  H.  IV.  and  in  fome  degree  by  the  flatute 
5th  and  6th  of  Edward  VI.  againfl  buying  and 
felling  offices,  for  the  very  fame  offences,  of  which 
this  houfe  hath,  as  we  conceive,  declared  (and  of 
which  we  are  fully  fatisfied  in  our  confciences)  the 
Earl  is  guilty,  and  the  punifhment  propofed  in  this 
queftion,  hath  been  inflidted  by  this  houfe  in  the 
cafes  of  the  Lord  Bacon^  and  Earl  of  Middlefex^ 
for  corruptions,  in  our  opinions,  much  lefs  heinous 
than  the  crimes  of  the  Earl  impeached  ;  and  the 
judgments  given  by  this  houfe  on  thofe  two  perfons, 
were  founded,  as  we  think,  not  onlyupon  thenature 
of  the  crime,  but  were  direded  and  prefcribed  by  the 
ads  of  Parliament  above  mentioned,  and  itiil  remain 
on  the  records  of  this  houfe  unimpeached,  and  their 
authority  never  judicially  queftioned  to  our  know- 
ledge, but  are  often  referred  to,  and  approved  by 
the  moft  learned  Authors  and  Judges  of  the  laws  in 
this  land  j  we  were  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
not  only  wife,  but  even  that  the  law  requires  that  the 

judgment 
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judgment  upon  the  Earl  impeached,  fhould  be 
confonant  in  this  refpedi:  to  the  judgment  of  this 
houfe,  in  thofe  two  inftances,  whereby  the  law  of 
the  land  in  this  particular  flands  declared,  as  we 
think,  by  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  judicature 
of  the  kingdom,  and  which  no  power,  lefs  than 
the  authority  of  an  ad  of  Parliament,  in  our  opi- 
nions, can  abrogate. 

6.  It  having  appeared  on  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peached Lord,  that  the  moft  dangerous  and  de- 
ftrudive  corruptions  have  been  committed  by  him 
while  in  the  high  flation,  in  the  adminiftration  of 
public  juftice,  to  the  great  dilhonour  of  the  crown, 
and  the  detriment  of  great  numbers  of  the  King's 
fubjeds  ;  and  in  one  inftance,  while  he  (with 
others)  was  in  the  exercife  of  the  regal  authority  : 
We  think  it  of  the  higheft  confequence,  to  the 
honour  and  fupport  of  his  Majefly's  government, 
and  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  whole  kingdom,  that 
the  Earl  fhould,  by  the  judgment  of  this  houfe, 
have  been  incapacitated  from  ever  having  the 
power  or  opportunity  of  re-ading  the  like  cor- 
ruptions ;  a^^inft  which,  as  we  conceive,  there 
would  be  no  fecurity,  but  by  infliding  upon  him, 
|he  difabilities  propofed  tn  this  queftion. 


Scarfdale. 

Northampton. 

Greenwich 

Strafford. 

AJhhurnham. 

Wharton, 

Abingdon, 

Carlijle. 

Litchfield, 

BriftoL 

Gower. 

Bathurft, 

Brook, 

Lechniere, 

Bruce, 

Hay. 

Mcijham. 

Then  it  being  moved  to  refolve,  that  the  faid 
Earl  ihall  never  fit  in  Parliament,  nor  come  with- 
in the  verge  of  the  court. 

And  after  farther  debate, 

The 


A.  1725-        DEBATES.  tjy 

The  queftion  was  put,  that  the  faid  Earl  Ihall 
never  fit  in  Parliament,  nor  come  within  the  vergfe 
of  the  court. 

It  was  refolved  itl  the  negative. 

Bijfentient.' 

1.  We  cannot  agree  to  this  refolution,  for  the 
feafons  given  in  the  lad  proteft  ;  and  flirtlier  w* 
conceive,  that  there  was  the  greater  necefllty  for 
the  punifhment  propofed  in  this,  from  the  deter- 
mination of  the  houfe  on  the  former  queftion, 
from  whence  (and  alfo  from  this  queftion  having 
pafTed  in  the  negative)  there  remains,  as  we  ap- 
prehend, no  punifhment  but  a  pecuniary  one,  to 
be  inflidled  on  the  impeached  Earl,  for  his  heinous 
and  unexampled  mifdemeanors  ;  which  punifti- 
ment,  we  think  (and  we  fear  the  whole  nation  will 
judge)  to  be  utterly  unadequate  to  his  tranfgref- 
fions,  and  not  confiftent  with  the  refolutions  al- 
ready palTed  by  this  houfe  upon  the  Earl,  where- 
by he  is  rendered  in  judgment  of  law,  as  we  think, 
an  infamous  perfon,  and  not  capable  of  bearing 
teftimony  as  a  witnefs,  much  lefs  fit  to  fit  in  this 
fupreme  court  as  a  Judge,  perhaps  on  points  of 
the  higheft  moment  to  the  kingdom,  and  over  the 
lives,  liberties  and  properties  of  the  fubje6ls,  many 
of  which  he  has  in  our  opinions  already  fo  noto* 
rioully  injured. 

2.  Becaufe  we  find  that  the  punilhmerit  now 
propofed  has  been  inflided  in  the  two  inftances  of 
Lord  Bacon ^  and  Earl  of  Middlefex -^  and  the  like 
in  earlier  inftances,  particularly  in  the  cafe  o^ Hu- 
bert de  Burgo,  created  Earl  of  Kd?tt^  who  vas  af- 
terwards charged  in  parliament  for  counfelling  the 
King  to  cancel  magita  charta  •,  and  for  other  of- 
fences was  degraded  from  his  dignity  by  che  judg- 
ment of  his  Peers  ;  and  w^e  conceive  that  th'j  con- 
demnation which  this  houfe  has  already  palled  on 

Vol.  IX,  N  this 
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this  Earl,  is  founded  upon  the  moil  aggravated 
guilt  which  has  ever  appeared  on  any  criminal, 
whofe  offences  were  not  capital ;  among  which, 
bis  repeated  wholefales,  as  we  conceive  them  to 
be,  of  the  juilice  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  in  the 
corrupt  difpofitions  of  the  offices  of  the  Maflers, 
were,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  fo  many  barters  and 
fales  of  magna  charta  it  felf,  by  which  the  fale  of 
juilice  is  prohibited. 

3.  We  conceive  it  to  be  utterly  inconfiilent 
with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe;  to 
permit  a  Lord,  condemned,  as  we  think,  for  the 
moil  dangerous  corruptions  committed  by  him 
whilil  he  was  a  Judge,  to  continue  afterwards  in 
the  enjoyment  of  his  feat  in  this  houfe,  under  no 
other  cenfure  than  of  a  fine,  and  imprifonment  till 
that  is  paid  •,  becaufe  we  fear,  it  may  hereafter 
give  too  much  encouragement  to  the  woril  cor- 
ruptions, in  the  greateil  officers  of  the  ilate,  if 
from  the  example  of  this  Earl,  it  fhould  be  hoped 
their  crimes  may  be  ranfomed  by  a  fmall  part, 
perhaps,  of  their  corrupt  and  extorfive  gains  ;  by 
which  means  the  greateil  offenders  of  this  fort, 
may  think  their  impunity  the  more  fecure  by  fo 
much  the  higher  that  they  carry  it,  and  the  more 
they  fucceed  in  their  corrupt  pradices :  We  think 
alfo  that  the  fum  of  30000/.  if  that  fhould  be  the 
fine,  does  very  little,  if  at  all,  exceed  the  grofs 
fums  this  Earl  has  received,  as  we  believe,  in 
bounties  from  his  Majefty,  over  and  above  the  due 
profits  of  his  offices,  and  the  other  great  fums  he 
has  extorted  and  ilill  retains  ;  we  are  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  infamy  which  we  think  is  due  to 
the  crimes  of  which  the  Earl  is  condemned,  ihould 
have  been  fixed  upon  him  by  the  difabiUty  pro- 
pofed  in  this  queition.  ^-^s^  ^i  bof. 

Scarfdale, 
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Scarfdale.  Northampton,  Greenwich, 

Wharton.  Strafford.  JJhburnhami 

Abingdon,  Litchfield.  Gower. 

Carlifle.  Bathiirft,  BrifioU 

Lechmcre.  Brook.  Bruce, 

Hay.  Majham 

To  the  laft  mentioned  queftion, 

Diffentient,* 

Hatton. 

1.  For  the  reafons  given  on  the  foregoing  que* 
ftion,  which  we  apprehend  hold  the  flronger  a- 
gainft  his  being  admitted  to  fit  in  the  higheft 
court  of  judicature,  fince  it  may  expafe  the  judg- 
ment of  that  houfe  to  cenfure,    when   a  pcrfon 

5uilty  of  fuch  corrupt  practices,  ihall  be  one  of  the 
udges. 

2 .  We  apprehend,  that  a  perfon  whom  his  Ma- 
jefty  has,  in  fuch  a  manner,  removed  from  being  a 
Judge  of  the  fubjeds  properties,  cannot  be  thought 
fit  to  fit  in  this  houfe,  in  fuch  cafe  as  may  affe(5l 
the  hves  of  every  Peer  of  this  houfe,  and  the  pro- 
perty of  all  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain. 

Wharton.  Bruce.  Abingdon, 

Compton^  Pomfret, 

On  the  ^ift  of  May^  the  King  came  to  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  with  the  ufual  Hate  and  folemnity,  and 
the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and  attending, 
his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  the  royal  affent  to 
feveral  public  and  private  bills. 

And  his  Majefty  was  afterwards  pleafed  to  fay  : 

N  2    '  My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
J  have  ordered  the  Speaker  of  this  hoiife  to  declare^ 

in  my  name  and  words,  the  reafon  of  tny  coming 
this  day  to  ParliarMnt, 

And  the  Speaker  of  the  houfc  of  Lords  acquaint- 
ed both  houfes,  that  he  had  received  from  his  Ma- 
jelly's  hands,  from  the  throne,  his  Majefty's  fpeech 
to  botli  houfes  of  Parliament ;  which  he  read,  as 
followeth,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen., 
The  King's  c  y  ^q-j  come  to  puc  an  end  to  this  feflion  of  Par- 
boThhoufes.  *  JL  hamcnt,  which,  though  it  has  been  extended 
^  to  an  unexpected  length,  has  been  fo  well  im- 
'  ployed  for  the  fervice  and  intereft  of  the  public, 
«  that  I  aflure  my  felf  it  will  be  to  the  general  fa- 
'  tisfadlion  of  the  nation. 

Gentlemen  of  the,  hoiife  of  Commons, 
*  The  prudent  ufe  you  have  made  of  the  pre- 

*  fent  flourifhing  ilate  of  credit,  by  a  certain  re- 
'  duClion  of  more  than  three  millions  feven  hun- 

*  dred  thoufand  pounds  to  an  intereft  of  four^^r 

*  cent,  and  by  a  wife  provifion  for  the  redemption 

*  thereof  by  Parliament,  without  farther  notice, 

*  on  payment  of  fuch  furns  as  the  circumftances 

*  of  the  government  will  from  time  to  time  admit, 
<  has  fecured  a  confiderable  addition  to  the  fmk- 
'  ing  fund,  not  fubjed   to   the  hazard  of  future 

*  events.. 

'  You  have  not  only  raifed  the  fupply  for  the 

*  fervice  of  the  current  year,  at  the  loweft  rate  of 
«  intereft  that  has  ever  been  known,  but  without 

*  laying  any  new  burthen  on  my  people  :  You 

*  have  enabled  me  to  difcharge  the  debts  of  my 

*  civil  government  j  debts  contraded  by  necefTary 
'  and  unavoidable  cxpences,   and  in  fupport  of 

'fucb 
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'  fuch  nicafures  of  government  as  have  greatly  in- 
^  creafed  the  happinefs  of  my  people ;  you  have 
'  thereby  fliewn  your  juft  regard  to  my  honour, 
*  and  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

<  As  all  our  public  blefTings  are  the  happy  ef- 
'  fedtsof  the  general  tranquillity  we  now  enjoy,  f 
'  cannot  but  exprefs  my  iatisi^idlion  in  the  provi- 
^  fion  you  have  made  for  fupprefTing  and  prevent- 
'  ing  diilurbances  and  commotions,  in  thofe  parts 
'  where  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  might  have  been 
'  moft  endangered. 

'  Nothing  more  remains  neceflary,  than  to  tell 

*  you,  that  I  intirely  depend  on  the  faithful  dif- 
^  charge  of  your  duties  in  your  feveral  ftations, 

*  and  on  your  conftant  care  in  your  refpedive 

*  countries,  to  preferve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
'  public ;  but  I  know  not  how  to  part  with  you 

*  without   firft    returning   you    my    very    hearty 

*  thanks,  for  the   many  repeated    inftances  you 
'  have,  in  this  fefllon,  given  me  of  your  duty  and 

*  affedlion  •,  all  fuch  returns  may  be  expedted  from 

*  me,  as  can  be  made  by  the  moft  indulgent  Prince 
<  to  an  afFedionate  and  loyal  people. 

Then  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  by  his 
Majefty's  command  faid : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
J^  is  his  Majefty^s  royal  will  and  pleafure^  that 

this  Parliament  he  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
firft  day  of  July  next ;  and  this  Parliament  is  ac- 
cordingly prorogued  to  Thurfday  the  firft  day  ^/July 
7iext, 

And  then  xht  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  Lords  by  Parliament 
his  Majefty's  command  prorogued  the  Parliament  P^^^^sued. 
tp  Thurfday  the  firft  day  oijuly  following, 

N  Q  "the 
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7ke  Proceedings  of  the  fourth  feffion  oj  thefxth 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  in  the  12th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George. 

fiono?thc'  nn  H  E  Parliament  being  met  at  Weftminfier  on 
fecond /«;/>-  J^  the  20th  oijanuaryy  purfuant  to  their  laft 
iTament,''^'  prorogation,  the  King  went  to  the  houfe  of  Peers 
with  the  ufual  ftate  and  folemnity,  and  being  in 
his  royal  robes  feated  on  the  throne.  Sir  William 
Saunderfon^  Gentleman-Ufher  of  the  black  rod, 
was  fent  with  a  mefiage  from  his  Majefty  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  commanding  their  attendance 
in  the  houfe  of  Peers.  The  Commons  being  come 
thither  accordingly,  the  King,  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  made  the  following  moft 
gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes : 

His  Majefly's  moft  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of 
Parliament^  on  Thurfday  the  twentieth  day  }if 
January,  1725. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeny 

^  X  have  had  fuch  frequent  experience  of  the  wif- 

*  JL  dom  and  zeal  of  this  Parliament,  on  many 

*  important  occafions,  that  it  is  with   pleafure  I 

*  now  meet  you  again,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 

*  that  your  endeavours  for  the  good  and  fervice  of 
«  your  country  will  be  as  fuccefsful  as  they  have 

*  hitherto  been. 

'  The  diftreifed  condition  of  fome  of  our  pro- 
X  ^  teftant  brethren  abroad,    and   the  negotiations 

*  and  engagements  entred  into  by  fome  foreign 

*  powers,  which  feem  to  have  laid  the  foundation 
'  of  new  troubles  and  difturbances  in  Europe^  and 

*  to  threaten  my  fubjefts  with  the  lofs  of  feveral 
'  of  the  moft  advantageous  branches  of  their  trade, 
^  obliged  me  without  any  lofs  of  time,  to  concert 

*  with 


A.1726.        DEBATES.  X83 

'  with  other  powers,  fuch  meafures,  as  might  give 

*  a  check  to  the  ambitious  views  ot  thoie,  who 

*  are  endeavouring  to   render  thcmielves    tormi- 

*  dable,  and  put  a  Hop  to  the  farther  progrefs  ot 
'  fuch  dangerous  defigns.  For  thefe  ends  I  have 
^  entred  into  a  defenfivc  alUance  with  the  molt 
^  Chriftian  King,  and  the  King  o^  Pruffm^  to 
'  which  feveral  other  powers,  and  particular!/  the 
'  States-General  have  been  invited  to  accede,  and 
'  I  have  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  doubt  of  their  con^ 
^  currence.  This  treaty  Ihall  in  a  ihort  time  be 
^  laid  before  you. 

'  By  thefe  means,  and  by  your  lupport  and  al- 

*  fiftance,  I  truft  in  God,  I  Ihall  be  able  not  only 
'  to  fecure  to  my  own  fubjeds  the  enjoyment  ot 

*  many  valuable  rights  and  privileges,  long  fince 
'  acquired  for  them  by  the  moil  folemn  treaties, 
'  but  effedlually  to  preferve  the  peace  and  balance 

*  of  Europe,  the  only  view  and  end  of  all  my  en^ 
f-  deavours. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ^ 

*  I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice  ot 

*  this  year  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you^ 
'  which,  from  an  unwillingnefs  I  always  have  to 
'  put  my  fubjeds  to  an  extraordinary  expence  by 
'  any  unneceffary  precautions,  are  formed  upon 

*  the  foot  of  imploying  no  greater  number  of  tor- 

*  ces,  than  was  thought  neceflary  the  laft  year  •, 
'  for  which,  if  the  fupplies  you  give,  fhall  be  tul- 

*  ly  and  effedually  raifed,  I  fhall  be  enabled  to 

*  have  a  flrong  fleet  at  fea  early  m  the  fpnng  :  It 
'  tbe  pofture  of  affairs  fhall  at  any  time  make  it 
'  neceflary  to  augment  our  maritime  force,  I  con- 
'  fide  fo  intirely  in  the  zeal  and  affedliion  of  my 

*  Parliament,  that  I  afllire  my  felf  you  will  enable 
'  me  to  make  f^jch  an  addition  to  the  number  ot 
y  feamen,  as  fliall  be  found  requifite. 

N  4  ^^y 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the  enemies  to  m^ 

*  government  will  conceive  hopes,   that  fome  fa- 

*  vourable  opportunity  for  renewing  their  attempts, 

*  may  offer,  from  the  profpedl  of  new  troubles  and 

*  commotions :  They  are  already  very  bufy  by  their 
^  inftruments  and  emifTaries  in  thofe  courts,  whofe 
'  meafures  feem  moft  to  favour  their  purpofes,  in 

*  foliciting  and  promoting  the  caufe  of  the  Preten- 

*  der ;    but  I  perfuade  my  felf,  notwithflanding 

*  the  countenance  and  encouragement  they  may 
^  have  received,  or  flatter  themfelves  with,  the 

*  provifion  you  fhall  make  for  the  fafety  and  de- 
'  fence  of  the  kingdom,  will  effedtually  fecure  us 
^  from  any  attempts  from  abroad,  and  render  all 
*•  fuch  proje6ls  vain  and  abortive. 

'  When  the  world  (hall  fee  that  you  will  not  fuf- 
^  fer  the  Britijh  crown  and  nation  to  be  menaced 
^  and  infulted,  thofe,  who  moft  envy  the  prefent 
^  happinefs  and  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom,  and 
*^  are  endeavouring  to  make  us  fubfervient  to  their 
'^  ambition,  will  confider  their  own  intereft  and 
^  circumftances,  before  they  make  any  attempt  up- 
^  on  fo  brave  a  people,  ftrengthened  and  fupport- 

*  ed  by  prudent  and  powerful  alliances,  and,  though 
^  defirous  to  preferve  the  peace,  able  and  ready  to 
'  defend  themfelves  againft  the  efforts  of  all  ag- 
'  grefTors.  Such  refolutions  and  fuch  meafures 
'  timely  taken,  I  am  fatisficd,  are  the  moft  effec- 

*  tual  means  of  preventing  a  war,  and  continuing 
'  to  us  the  blefTings  of  peace  and  profperity. 

The  King  and  the  Commons  being  withdrawn, 
the  Lords  unanimoufly  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks 
and  congratulation  to  his  Majefty,  which  was  im- 
mediately drawn  up  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe, 
and  the  next  day  (Jan.  21.)  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty as  follows : 
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The  hmihh  addrcfs  of  the  right  honourable  the  Lord^. 
fpiritual  mid  teviporaU  in  Parliament  aJfembUd, 
to  the  King, 

Aloft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

<  f^TEyour  Majcily's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
*■  V  V  lubjeds,  the  i.ords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
'  in  ParJiamenc  aflembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
«  return   your  Majefty   our   mofh   hearty  thanks, 

<  for  your  mofh  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 

*  and  with  hearts  full  of  inexprefiible  joy,  to  con- 
'  gratulate  your  Majefly  upon  your  happy   return 

*  in  fafety  to  your  kingdom. 

'  We  cannot  without   the    higheft  fatisfadion 

*  refledt  upon  your  Majefly's  concern  for  our  di- 
'  (IrefTed  proteftant  brethren  abroad  •,  our  moft 
f  zealous  endeavours  fnall  never  be  wanting,    that 

<  your  Majefcy's  pious  interpofition  for  them  may 
'  produce  the  moft  defired  eftecls. 

*  We  thankfully   acknowledge  your  Majefty's 

*  exceeding  goodnefs  and  condefcention,  in   ac- 

<  quainting  us  v/ith  the  defenfive  alliance  lately 
'  made  by  your  Majefty,  for  preventing  the  ill  con- 
'  fequences,  which  might  otherwife  attend  thene- 
'  gotiations  and  engagements  entered  into  by  other 
'  Potentates,  to  the  apparent  prejudjce  of  this  king- 
'  dom  ',  and  for  your  Majefty's  gracious  afilirance, 
'  that  it  ftiould  be  foon  laid  before  us.  Nothing 
«^  can  be  more   vain  than  for  any  foreign  powers 

<  to  entertain  the  hopes  of  rendering  themfelve:» 
'  formidable  to  Britain  ;  your  Majefty  having 
'  ftrengthened  yourfelf  by  fuch  powerful  alliances, 
'  the  refolution  and  fidelity  of  your  fubje6ls  being 
^  fo  well  known,    and  the  late  m.arks  of  their  va- 

*  lour  not  yet  worn  out.  We  moft  humbly  in- 
'  treat  your  Majefty  to  believe,  that  our  lives  are 
^  not  dearer  to  us  than  your  Majefty's  honour  ; 
\  and  that  your  Majefty  may,    at  all  times,    with 

'  certainty 
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«  certainty  depend  upon  our  ftrongefl  efforts,  to 
'  maintain  and  defend  it  againft  all  powers  whatfoe- 

<  ver,  who  can  fo  far  delude  themfelves,  as  to  ima- 

<  gine  that  they  may  with  fafety  infult  or  menace 
^  the  Britijh  crown  or  nation. 

*  It  is  no  furprize  to  us,  that  the  enemies  to  your 
«  Majeily's  Perfon  and  Government  are  labouring 
«  to  difturb  the  peace  of  this  kingdom,  if  they  can 

*  flatter  themfelves  with  the  profped  of  any  new 

*  troubles  or  commotions  in  Europe. 

'  We  can  eafily  believe,  that  at  fuch  a  jun6i:ure 

*  new  fchemes  and  follicitations  are  daily  making 

*  by  the  moft  profligate  and  abandoned  of  them^ 

*  to  revive  the  expiring  caufe  of  the  Pretender  \  all 

*  which, we  affure  our  fclves,  can  have  no  other  ef- 

*  fed:,  than  to  haften  hisdeflrudion,  and  the  utter 

*  ruin  of  all  his  perjured  adherents. 

*  Your  MajejR:y^s  conftant  and  unwearied  endea- 

*  voursto  perpetuate  to  us  the  blefUng  of  that  happy 

*  tranquillity  we  now  enjoy,  and  to  maintain  the  ge- 

*  neral  peace  and  hdXdincQoi  Europe^  to  preferve  the 

*  trade  of  this  nation,  and  to  fecure  to  your  people 
^  the  many  valuable  rights  and  privileges,  to  which 

*  they  are  intitledbythe  moft  folemn  treaties, oblige 

*  us  to  all  imaginable  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude,, 

<  and  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt,  when  we  confider 

<  the  prudent  meafures  your  Majefty  has  taken  for 

<  attaining  thofe  great  ends,  but  that  all  your  Ma- 

<  jefty's  endeavours  will,  by  the  blefTing  of  God 

<  thereupon,  notwithftanding  any  attempts  to  the 
f  contrary,  be  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

His  Majefty* s  moft  gracious  Jnfwer. 

My  Lortisy 

*  T  Heartily  thank  you  for  this  very  affedionate 

*  X  and  loyal  addrefs  •,  the  world  may  be  convin^ 
^  ced  by  it,  how  fixed  and  immoveable  all  your  pur, 
^  pofes  and  refolutions  are  to  maintain  my  honour^ 
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*  and  promote  the  true  intereft  of  your  country:  You 

*  may  be  afliired  of  my  conflant  endeavours  to  iup- 

*  port  the  Proteftant  religion,  to  p  refer  vet  he  peace 

*  and  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  to  prevent  any 
'  encroachment  on  the  trade  of  my  fubjcdls,    and 

*  on  all  occafions  to  increafe  their  happinefs. 

The  day  before  {Jdn.  20.)  the  Commons  being 
returned  to  their  houfe,  and  Mr.  Speaker  having  re- 
ported  his  Majefly's  fpeech,  S\r  Robert  Sutton  mo- 
ved, and  being  feconded,  it  v^ras  refolved.  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  con- 
gratulate his  Majefty  upon  his  fafe  and  happy  arrival 
in  thefe  kingdoms  •,  to  return  the  thanks  of  th  is  houfe 
for  his  Majefty 's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne ;  to  exprefs  our  moft  dutiful  acknowledg- 
ments for  his  Majefty  *s  tender  regard  and  compaftion 
for  the  diftrefled  Proteftants  abroad,  for  his  great 
care  and  vigilance  for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  this 
nation,  and  for  the  general  tranquillity  oi  Europe^  in 
watching  over  the  ambitious  views  and  defigns  of 
thofe  that  are  endeavouring  to  render  themfelves  for- 
midable ;  and  for  his  great  wifdom  in  forming  and 
entering  intofuch  alliances,  as  may  putaftop  to  the 
farther  progrefs  of  the  dangerous  negotiations  carry^ 
ing  on  by  other  powers:  And  that  his  Majefty 'scon^ 
ftantendeavoursfor  the  particular  intereft  of  hisowa 
fubjedls,  and  preventing  a  war,  inay  have  their  de^ 
fired  effedl:  To  aflure  his  Majefty,  That  this  houfe 
will  chearfully,    and  with  all  poftible  difpatch,   fo 
effectually  raife  the  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  this 
year,    that  his  Majefty  may  be  enabled  to  have  a 
ftrong  fleet  early  in  the  fpring,  fufficient  for  the  fafe- 
ty  and  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  difappoint 
the  vain  hopes  and  proje(5ls  of  the  enemies  tohisMa- 
jefty's  government :  And  to  afTure  his  Majefty,  that 
how  defirous  foever  we  may  be  of  peace,    we  will 
not  fuffer  his  Majefty  and  the  Britijlo  nation  to  be 
infjltedj  but,  that  we  wilJj  to  the  urmoft  of  our 

power, 
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power,  as'the  exigency  and  neceffity  of  affairs  fhall 
require,  ftand  by  and  fupport  his  Majefly  againil  all 
attempts  to  difturb  the  publick  repofe.  After  this 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs 
upon  the  faid  refolution  :  which  addrefs  was  ac- 
cordingly the  next  day  reported  to  the  houfe  by  Sir 
Robert  Sutton^,  and  being  agreed  to,  was  on  Saturday 
the  2 2d  o{  January^  prefented  to  his  Majefly  by  the 
whole  houfe  as  folio y/s  ; 

ne  humble  Addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  the  King . 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  '\A7E  your  Majetly'smofl  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
'  Vy  je6ls,  the  Commons  ol  Great  Britain  m 
'  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  mofl  unfeignedly 
«  to  congratulate  your  Majefly 's  fafe  and  happy  arri- 
'  val  in  this  kingdom :  Nothing  can  equal  the  dread 

*  and  anxiety  which  filled  the  breafls  of  your  good 

*  people,  while  your  Majefly 's  facred  perfon  was 

*  expofed  to  the  perils  of  tempefluous  feas  ;  but  the 

*  univerfal  joy  that  was  inflantly  diffufed  through- 

*  out  the  Kingdom,    upon  the  welcome  news  of 

*  your  Majefly's  being  fafely  landed  on  the  Britijb 

*  Ihore. 

*  We  return  your  Majefly  our  humblell  thanks  for 
'  your  moH  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  and 
^  cannot  fufRciently  acknowledge  your  Majefly*s 
*^  great  attention  and  care  for  the  prefervation  of 

*  the  peace  and  profperity  of  this  nation,  and  the 
^  general  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

'  The  tender  regard  and  compafTion  which  your 
•^  Majefly  has  expreffed  for  the  ditlreffed  Proteftants 
^  abroad,  will  give  great  fatisfadion  to  all,  whofe 
^^rofelTion  of  the  fame  religion  mufl  infpire  them 
^  with  a  jufl  refentment  of  the  injuries  and  perfe- 
* 'cutions  which  they  fuller  for  the  Sake  of  it. 
^  '  your  Majefly's  vigilance  in  watching  over,  and 
\  difconcerting  the  ambitious  viev/s  and  defigns  of 

'  thofe 
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'  thole  that  are  endeavouring  to  render  themfelves 
'  formidable  •,  your  wifdoni  in  early  lorming  and  en- 
tering into  alliances  with  powers  beft  able  to  with- 

*  ftand  the  common  Danger,  and  to  put  a  ftop  to  the 

*  farther  progrefs  of  the   negociations  carrying  on 

*  by  others  powers,  and  your  particular  concern  for 
'  the  trade  and  commerce  of  thefe  nations,  call  upon 

*  us  for  all  poilible  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude. 

'  And  that  your  Majefty's  unwearied  endeavours 
'  for  the  particular  intereftsof  your  own  fubjedlsof 
'  thefe  kingdoms,  and  for  preventing  a  war,  may 
'  have  their  defired  efFed,  we,  your  Majefty's  moft 
'  dutiful  and  loyal  Commons,    promife  and  afllire 

*  yourMajefty,  that  we  will  with  thegreateftchear- 
'  fulnefs,  unanimity  and  difpatch,  fo  effectually  raife 

*  the  fuppHes  for  this  year,  that  your  Majefty  may 
'  be  enabled  to  have  a  ftrong  fleet  at  fea  early  in  the 
'  fpring,  fufficient  to  prote6t  and  defend  the  king- 
'  dom,  to  difappoint  the  hopes  of  the  enemies  to 

*  your  Majefty's  government,  and  refent  any  infults 

*  and  attempts  that  may  be  vainly  projedled  andun- 

*  dertaken. 

'  It  is  not  to  be  wonder'd,  that  in  the  low  ftate 

*  to  which  the  affairs  of  the  Pretender  are  reduced, 
'  his  emiflariesandinftrumentsftiouldbe  v/aitingfor 
t  every  opportunity,  that  has  the  appearance  of  be- 
«  ing  favourable  to  their  languiftiing  caufe  ;  and  as 

*  they  have  been  very  bufy  in  foreign  courts,  th<f 
'  difaffedled  anddifcontented  here  have  not  b^enlefs 

*  induftrious,  by  falfe  rumours  and  fuggeftions,  to 

*  fill  the  minds  of  the  people  with  groundlefs  fears 
*■  and  alarms,  in  order  to  affe6l  the  publick  credit^ 
'  and  by  diftreffing  the  government,  give  encou- 
'  ragement  to  the  enemies  of  our  peace. 

'  But  we  promife  our  felves   that  the  prudence, 

*  temper  and  refolution  of  thofe  that  truly  confulc 
'  their  own  intereft,  and  v/ilh  well  to  their  country^ 

*  will,   on  the  one  hand,    prevent  and  obviate  the 

*  mifchiefsrhatjbytoogreatcrcduiityand  vain  fears, 

♦  they 
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*  they  may  bring  upon  themfelves  -,  and,  on  the  o- 

*  ther  hand,    we  are  determined  to  convince  the 
'  world,  that  if  thole  who  mod  envy  our  prefcnc 

*  happinefs and  tranquillity,fhallfo far prefume upon 

*  thejuftfenfeandvaluewehaveforthefeineftimabie 

*  blefTings,  asflilltopurfuetheirdefperatemeafures-, 
'  how  defirous  foever  we  may  be  of  peace,  we  will 

*  not  fuffer  your  Majefty  and  the  Bntijh  Nation  to 
'  be  infulred  ;  but  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoflof  our 

*  power,  as  the  exigency  and  nccefllty  of  affairs  fhall 

*  require,  (land  by  and  fupport  your  Ma  jelly  againft 
'  all  attemps  to  difturb  the  public  repofe. 

To  this  Addrefs,  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  re- 
turn the  following  moft  gracious  anfwer  : 

Gentlemen^ 

'  T  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal 

*  J[  addrefs,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  foon  be 

*  fenfibleof  the  good  effed:  of  this  feafonable  vigour 
'  and  refolution.  You  may  be  aiTured,  That  I  wiU 

*  make  no  ufe  of  the  confidence  you  repofe  in  me, 

*  but  for  prefervingto  us  the  blefTmgs  of  peace,  and 

*  for  promoting  the  honour   and  intereft  of  this 

*  kingdom. 

On  Friday  the  2Sth,  the  houfe  having  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  grand  committee,  confidered  farther  of 
the  fupply,  and,  in  particular  of  rhe  charge  of  the 
guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefly 's  land-for- 
ces in  Great-Britain  for  the  year  1 726.  Mr.  Pelham^ 
fecretary  at  war,  opened  the  debate,  and  moved. 
That  provifion  be  made  for  the  fame  number  of  men, 
for  guards,  garrifons,  and  land  forces,  for  the  year 
1726,  as  were  provided  for  the  lafl  year.  This  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Shippeii^  Mr.  Hutchejon^  Mr.  Hun* 
gerfordy  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  who  infilled  on 
the  reducing  the  four  thoufand  men  that  were  raifed 
fome  years  ago,  upon  an  extraordinary  occafion,  and 

which 
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which  were  now  become  alrogetherunneccflary,rincc 
on  the  one  hand  Great  Brttain  enjoy'd  at  prefent,  a 
happy  and  perfect  tranquillity,  which  feemed  firm- 
ly lecured  by  the  late  dilarming  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  \  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  having  alrea- 
dy been  unanimoufly  refolved,  to  enable  his  Majefty 
to  have  a  ftrong  fleet  at  fea  early  in  the  fpring,  this 
they  thought  fufficient  for  the  fafety  and  defence  of 
the  kingdom,  effedlually  to  fecure  us  from  any  at- 
tempts from  abroad,  and  to  render  all  projects  of 
the  Pretender's  inftruments  and  emiffaries,  vain  and 
abortive.  To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Felhaniy 
the  honourable  Mr.  Verney^  and  others,  That  it 
would  be  highly  imprudent  to  lefTen  the  number  of 
our  land  forces,  at  a  time  when  fome  foreign  powers, 
who  endeavoured  to  make  themfelves  formidable, 
and  threaten  us  with  the  lofs  of  the  mod  advanta- 
geous branches  of  our  trade,were  augmenting  theirs. 
That  the  alliances  his  Majefty  was  lately  entered  in- 
to, to  check  fuch  ambitious  views,  and  put  a  flop  to 
the  farther  progrefs  of  fuch  dangerous  defigns,might 
make  it  neceffary  to  fend  fome  land  forces  abroad, 
in  fupport  of  thofe  alliances ;  and  that  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
the  leaving  the  kingdom  without  a  fufficient  number 
of  men  for  guards  and  garrifons,  would  be  too  great 
a  temptation  to  the  enemies  of  the  government,who 
are  continually  watching  for  favourable  opportunities 
for  renewing  their  attempts,  and  difturbing  the  hap- 
py repofe  we  enjoy.  Upon  this  occafion,  there  was 
a  fmart  fkirmifh  between  two  great  men  :  But  Sir 
Jofeph  Jekyl,  mafler  of  the  rolls,  having  declared, 
'  That  he  was  indeed  the  lad  year  for  reducing  part 

*  of  the  army  •,  but  that  the  face  and  pofture  of  af- 
^  flurs  in  Europe  being  fince  changed,  he  thought  it 

*  now  unfafe  j  *  his  opinion  had  a  julf  weight,  and 
fo  without  any  further  difpute  it  was  refolved, 

I.  That  the  number  of  efFecbive  men  to  be  pro- 
vided for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Gr^^,if.5r//tf;>/,,  and 

for 
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for  Gucrnfey  and  Jerfey^  for  the  year  1726.  be  (in- 
cluding 1 8 15  invalids,  324  men,  which  the  fix  in- 
dependant  companies  confifl  of  for  the  fervice  of 
tilt  Highlands)  18226  men,  commiiTion  and  non- 
commifTion-officers  included. 

2.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  655178  /.  be  grant- 
ed to  his  Majefty  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
faid  18226  effective  men,  for  the  year  1726. 

3.  That  the  fum  of  152637  /.  16  s.  be  granted 
for  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons 
in  the  plantations,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar^  and  for 
provifions  for  the  garrifons  of  Annapolis-royal^  Pla- 
centia^  and  Gibraltar^  for  the  year  1726. 

4.  That  the  fum  of  14930  /.  \^s.  ^d.  be  granted 
upon  account  for  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-Hofpitaly 
for  the  year  1726. 

a,.  That  the  fum  of  15287/.  15J.  8  J.  be  granted 
for  defraying  feveral  expences  and  fervices  incurred, 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

6.  And  the  fum  of  73000  /.  upon  account  to 
reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land-forces  and 
Marines,  for  the  year  1726. 

Thefs  refolurions  v/ere  the  next  day,  reported 
to  the  houfe,  by  Mr.  Farrer^  and  agreed  to  j  aft^r 
which  it  was  rcfolved,  ly?.  That  upon  the  l^uefday 
next,  the  houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  grand  committee 
to  confider  of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  fupply  j , 
2dh\  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  That  the  late  treaties  of  peace  and  com- 
merce concluded  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  Spain '^  might  be  laid  before  the  houfe.  And  then 
they  adjourned  till  "Ttiefday  the  ift  of  February^  by 
reafcxn  that  .the  martyrdom  of  King  Charles  fal- 
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ling  on  a  Sunday^  was  to  be  obferved  on  Monday 
iht  ^1^0^  January. 

On  ^Fednefday  the  9th.  The  hiW  for puni/hing  mu- 
tiny and  defer tion^  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe;  and 
then  Mr.  William  Fulleney  moved.  That  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  ftate  the  publick  debt  as  it  flood 
on  the  25th  ot  Deccmkr,  1714.  with  what  debts 
have  been  incurred  fincc  that  time,  till  the  25th  of 
Becemher^  ij^c,.  diftinguifliing  how  much  of  the 
fa  id  debts  hath  been  provided  for,  and  how  much 
remains  unprovided  for  by  Parliament.  He  was  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Daniel  Puheney  -,  and  this  being  a 
popular  motion,  atatimeefpecially  when  there  ap- 
peared to  be  great  deficiencies  in  the  former  funds, 
and  feveral  debts  yet  unprovided  for,  it  was  backed 
by  the  mafter  of  the  rolls.  But  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  being  juftly  apprehenfive,  that  the  faid 
motion  was  levelled  againft  him,  exerted  his  elo- 
quence to  Ihew,  '  How  unfeafonable  and  prepofte- 

*  rous  fuch  an  inquiry  was,  and  what  a  dangerous 
^  wound  it  might  give  to  the  public  credit,  at  this 
'  critical  jundlure,  when  money'd-meri  were  already 

*  but  too  much  alarmed  by  the  appearances  of  an 

*  approaching  war  5,  urging,    That  in  the  prefent 

*  pofture  of  affairs,    they  could  not  better  exprefs 

*  their  love  to  their  country,  than  by  making  good 
'  their  promifes  and  affurances  to  his  Majefly  at  the 

*  beginning  of  this  feflion,    and  with  the  greateft 

*  difpatch,  raifing  the  neceff.iry  fupplies,  to  enable 
'  his  Majefty  to  make  good  his  late  engagements, 
'  for  the  welfare  of  his  fubjeds,  to  difappoint  the 
'  hopes  ofthe  enemies  to  his  government,and  to  refent 
'  any  infults  that  may  be  offered  to  his  crown,  and 
'  dignity.'  Mr.  Bernard^  one  of  the  members  for  the 
city  o[  London,  confirmed  what  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
had  faid,  as  to  the  danger  of  encreafing  the  alarm  of 
money'd-men,  which  had  already  fo  much  affecHied 
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pulDlick  credit,  that  the  flocks  were  within  a  few 
Weeks  fallen  twelve  or  fourteen  per  Cent,  Eut  Sir 
Thomas  Pengelly^  primier  ferjeant  at  law,  and  fome 
others  having  fpoken  for  the  motion,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  replyed  to  them.  Mr.  William 
Pulteney^  forefeeing  how  the  debate  was  like  to  end, 
declared,  '  That  he  made  this  motion  with  no  othef 

*  view,  than  to  give  that-  great  man  an  opportunity 

*  to  Ihew  his  integrity  to  the  whole  world,  which 

*  would  finifh  his  fublime  charaifter  :  *  To  which 
Sir  Robert  replied,  nat  this  compliment  would  have 
come  out  with  a  better  grace^  and  appeared  more  Jin- 
cere  ^  when  that  fine  gentleman  had  himfelf  a  fbare  in 
the  management  of  the publick  money  ^  than  now  he  was 
cut  of  place.  Upon  the  whole,  the  queftion  being 
put  upon  Mr.  Pulteney^s  motion,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  262  votes  againft 
89  -y  and  what  was  moft  remarkable  on  this  Occa- 
iiOn,  was,  that  mod  of  the  tories  then  in  the  houfe, 
voted  againft  the  motion.  This  debate  being  over,: 
the  Commons  went  into  a  grand  committee,  to  con- 
lider  farther  of  the  fupply,  and  refolved.  That  the 
fum  of  990007.  be  granted  for  the  paying  off  and 
cancelling  the  like  fum  in  Exchequer  bills,  being  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Exchequer*  bills-for  one  million, 
which  were  made  forth,  in  purfuance  of  an  Adl  of 
Parliament  of  the  i  rth  year  of  this  reign  :  Which 
refolution  being  the  next  day  reported,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe.  The  fame  day  Mr  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  acquainted  the  houfe.  That  he  had  re- 
ceived his  Majefty's  commands  to  lay  before  this 
houfe,  the  treaty  between  his  Majefty,  the  moft 
Chriftian  King,  and  the  King  of  Prujfta^  made  at 
Hanover  the  3d  of  September^  1725  5^  and  that  his 
Majefty  had  likewife  commanded  him  to  lay  before 
this  hoyfe,  (purfuanc  to  their  addrefs  to  his  Majefty) 
the  late  trvCaties  of  peace  and  commerce  concluded 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of .SJ^^/;/.  And 
ht^  prcfented  copies  of  the  faid  treatiesjwith  tranfla* 

tions 
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tions  of  them,  to  the  houfe ;  together  with  a  lift 
of  the  fiid  treaties;  which  lift  being  read,  it  was 
refolved.  That  this  houfc  would,  on  that  day  fc- 
vennight,  take  the  faid  treaties  into  confideration. 

On  fFe  Jnef Jay  the  1 6th  ^  theCommons,  according 
to  order,  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the 
treaties,  which,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  were 
laid  before  the  houfe  the  loth  inftant^  The  houfe, 
on  this  occafion,  was  very  fiill,  there  being  about 
420  members  prefent,  but  no  ftrangers  admitted, 
iexcept  the  Earl  of  Marchmont^  who  had  been  one 
of  his  Majefty's  plenipotentiaries  at  the  congrefs  of 
Cafnhray.  After  the  reading  of  the  faid  three  treaties, 
HoratioWalpole^  Efq;  his  M  .jcfty's  ambaffador ple- 
nipotentiary at  the  court  q^  France^  opened  the  de- 
bate with  a  fpeech^  that  lafted  full  an  hour  and  half, 
wherein  he  laid  before  the  houfe  theftatcandpofture 
of  affairs  in  Europe^  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht  to  this 
prefent  time.  Among  other  particulars  he  to  .  !'•.  no- 
tice, '  That  fince  his  Majefty's  happy  acceffion  to  tiie 

*  throne  of  this  realm,  his  conftant  care  and  endea-  h,  WaipoWfi 

*  vours  had  been  to  fettle  the  balance  of  power,  on  ^p^"^' 

*  a  folid  foundation,  and  to  preferve  and  fecure  the 
^  tranquillity  of  Chriftendom;  to prote6t  and  defend 

*  theProteftant  caufe,  and  promote  the  honour  and 
'  intereft  of  his  Britifh  fubjedls.    That  with  thefe 

*  great  views^  his  Majefty  was  become  mediator  and 

*  guarantee  both  of  the  Barrier  Treaty  concluded  in 

*  171 5,  and  of  a  convention  made  in  1718,  for  the: 

*  execution  of  that  treaty,  between  the  Emperor  and 

*  the  States  General  ofthe  United  Provinces.  That 
'  in  the  Year  171 6,  his  Majefty  concluded  a  defen- 

*  five  alliance  with  the  Emperor;  and  in  17 17,  an- 

*  other  with  the  moft  Chriftian  King  and  the  States 

*  General;  the  genuine  defign  of  both  which  treaties, 

*  was  only  to  preferve  the  publick  repofe  of  Chrif- 
'  tendom,  eftabliftied  by  the  peace  oWtrecht^  and  to 
^  gaurantee  the  fgcceffion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
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*  tain  in  the  Proteflant  line.     That  in  order  to  for- 
'  tify  all  the  faid  treaties,  and  to  extingiiifh  the  war 

*  which  the  Spaniards  had  kindled  in  Italy ^  his  Ma- 
^  jefty,    in  1 71 8,  made  a  Convention  with  the  moft 

*  ChriflianKing,  ^or propoJingUltim ate  condation^o^ 

*  Peace  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain, 

*  and  between  his  Imperial  Majefly  and  the  (then) 
'  King  of  Sicily.    That  this  Convention  was,  a  few 

*  days  after,  followed  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  between 

*  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Gr^^/  Britain^  and  the 

*  moft  Chriftian  King,  which,  by  their  minifters, 

*  was  concluded  at  London^  and  fignedon  the  2  2d  of 
'  July,  1718.  and  in  which  the  States  General  were 
^  named  as  one  of  the  contradling  parties,  (upon  a 

*  fuppofition,  that  their  High  Mightinefies  would 

*  come  into  it)  from  whence  this  treaty  was  named 

*  the  ^ladruple  Alliance.     That  a  few  months  after, 

*  the  King  of  6'/a/y  was  admitted  into  this  treaty,  and 

*  at  length  the  Kingof  6^^/;^  himfelf  was  forced  to 

*  accede  to  it,  v/hich  was  mainly  owing  to  the  ge- 

*  nerous  affiftance  which  his  Britannic  Majeftygavc 

*  the  Emperor  in  the  Mediterranean,  That  there  re- 

*  mainingfome  points  ftill  controverted  between  the 

*  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain.,  the  fa^me  were  refer- 

*  red  to  be  amicably  determined  in  a  congrefs,  which 

*  wasafterwards  opened  at C^^/zir^junder  the  media- 

*  tion  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  the  moft  Chrif- 
'  tian  King.     That  byreafon  of  feveral  difficulties, 

*  induftrioufly  raifed  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 

*  Madrid y  the  greateft  pains  taken  for  three  years  by 

*  the  minifters  mediators,  proved  unfuccefsfuh;  and, 

*  at  laft,  the  congrefs  Vv^as  fuddenly  diftblved,  upon 
'  iidvice,  that  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain 

*  had  fecretly  adjuftedthe  differences  between  them, 
.  *  and  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  at  Vienna.     That 

*  this  unexpected  event  occafioned  no  fmall  furmife, 
'  and  raifed  jealoufies,    which  appeared  to  be  bet- 

*  ter  grounded,  v/hen  it  was  known  :  That  the  faid 

*  treaty  of  peace  was  foon  followed  by  a  treaty  of 

,^  commcTcej 
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'  commerce,  the  main  defign  of  which  was  to  fup- 

*  port  and  countenance  theii,>/?-/;/^/^company,rome 

<  years  before  eflabliflied  at  Ojlend^  by  granting  to 
^  the  inhabitants  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  great- 
'  er  privileges,    both  in  the  Eaft  and  Wefi  Indies ^ 

*  than  were  ever  granted  either  to  the  Englijh  or 
'  the  Dutch^  which  vifibJy  tended  to  the  intire  ruia 

*  of  many  valuable  branches  of  our  trade,   and  was 

*  contrary  to  feveral  folemn  treaties  ftill  in  force. 

*  That  thereupon  his  Majefty,  ever  watchful  for  the 

*  interefc  of  his  5r/7//?^fubje<^s,had  caufed  VivqIj  re- 

*  prefentations  to  be  made  againft  the  faid  treaty  of 

•  commerce,  both  to  the  Emperor  and  K.\ngo^Spain, 

*  That  atthecourtof  M^^ni  thcfecomplaints  were 
'  received  with  coldn efs,  and  at  that  of  Vienna  with 

<  ftiffnefs  and  haughtinefs,  even  to  fuch  a  degree, 
^  that  the  Imperial  miniflers  did  not  (lick to  infmu- 
^  ate,  that  if  his  Britannic  Majefty  perfifted  in  his 
f  refolution  to  take  meafuresinoppofitiontothetrea- 
'  ties  of  Fienna^his  Imperial  Majefty  would  not  on  - 
^  ly  think  himfelf  difengaged  from  the  guarantee  of 
'  the  Proteftantfucceflion  to  the  crown  of  Great-Bri- 
'  tain  i   but  that  thefime  might  be  attended  with 

•  confequences  in  relation  to  his  Majefty'sdominions 
'  in  Germany.  That  thefe  infulting  menaces  made 

•  no  impreffion  on  his  Majefty's  firmnefs,  nor  deter- 

•  red  him  from  his  fixed  refolution  of  concerting  with 

•  otherpov/ers,  fuch  meafuresasmightgiveacheck 
'  to  the  ambitious  views  ofthofe  who  endeavoured  ta 
'•  render  themfclves  formidable :  That  thefe  meafures 
'  feemed  to  be  the  more  neceflary,    becaufe  there 

•  were  juft  grounds  to  believe,  that  the  unforefeen 
'  reconciliation  of  the   Emperor  and  the  King  of 

•  Spain^  was  owing  to  the  conftant  view  of  the  houfe 
'  of  Jujlria,  of  rendering  the  imperial  dignity  he- 
'  reditary  in  their  family.  That  in  order  to  that,  it 

•  might  bereafonably  fuppofedjThat  the  treati£s  of 
'  Vienna  were  to  be  cemented  by  a  match  between 
\  the  Emperor's  cldeft  daughter  and  the  Infant  Don 
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*  Carlos,^Thz.t  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  the  confequence 
«  cesoffuch  a  marriage.      For  the  iflue-male  that 

*  might  come  from  it,  might,  in  time,  be  poiTefTed 

*  not  only  of  all  the  hereditary  dominions  belonging 

*  to  the  houfe  of  Aujlria^  and  of  the  Imperia.1  dig* 

*  nity,  but  alfo  of  all  the  dominions  of  the  Spantjh 

*  monarchy  *,  which  would  entirely  overthrow  the 

*  balance  of  power,  and  render  the  liberties  of  all 
'  the  reft  of  Europe  very  precarious.  That  this  fup~ 
*"  pofition  would  appear  more  than  probable,  to  any 

*  one  who  cpnfidered^that there  was  fcarce  any  other 

*  way  of  accounting,  either  for  theKing  of  .Jp^/Vs 

*  breaking  through  folemn  treaties  with  Great-Bri- 
^  tain^  in  favour  of  the  Emperor's  fubjeds  in  the 
«  Netherlands  ;  or  for  the  Emperor's  forgetting  fc 

*  far  the  obligations  he  had  to  Great-Britain  and 
*-  HoUand^2i%  toenter ipto engagements  to  aflift  Spain^- 
"-  towards  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca^ 
'  and  to  perfift  in  fupporting  and  countenancing  the 
'  OJlend  company,  eftablifhed  with  no  other  view 
'  than  to  deprive  the  fubjedlsofthe  maritime  powers 
'  of  feveral  of  the  moft  advantageous  branches  of 

*  tlieir  trade.  That  in  order  to  give  a  timely  check 
'  to  the  farther  progrefs  of  fuch  dangerous  defigns, 

*  his  Majefty,  in  his  great  wifdom,  had  entered  into 

*  a  defenfive  alliance  with  the  mod  Chriftian  King 

*  and  the  }^iv\^oi Pruffia  •,  to  which  feveral  other 

*  powers,  and  particularly  the  States  General,  had 
'  been  invited  to  accede  j  that  the  States  oi Holland 

*  had  already  done  it,  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted, 
'  but  their  example  would  foon  be  followed  by  the 

*  other  united  provinces.  That  the  main  view  of 
^  this  alliance  was  to  maintain  and  preferve  the  pub- 

*  licrepofe  and  tranquillity  of  Chriftendom,  and  to. 

*  fecure  to  each  contracting  party  the  pofTeflion  of 

*  their  refpedlive  dominions  and  territories,  with  the 

*  rights,  immunities  and  advantages,  particularly 
'  thofe  relating  to  trade,which  their  fubjeds  enjoyed, 
y  or  ought,  by  treaties,  to  enjoy.  And  that  as  his 
,'  '    .r  ■  '  Majefty 
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*  Majefty  ever  had  a  particular  coricern  for  the.pro- 

*  teftant  intereft,  fo  out  of  his  royal  and  tender  com- 
^  paflion  for  the  diftreffed  condition  of  fome  of  our 

*  proteftant  brethren  in  Poland^  his  Majefty  had  not 

*  only  interpofed  his  good  offices,  in  the  moft  pref- 

*  ftng  manner  in  their  favour,  but  had  taken  the  oc- 
'  cafion  of  the  defenfive  alliance  made  at  Hanover^ 

*  to  engage,  by  a  feparate  article,  the  moft  Chriftiaa 

*  King,  and  the  Kingof  Pr//^^,who,  together  with 

*  his  Majefty 5  are  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva^ 

*  to  fee  it  maintained  and  obferved  in  its  full  extent., 

*  and  to  caufe  reparation  to  be  made  for  what  may 

*  have  been  done  at  Thorn^  contrary  to  the  faid 
^  treaty  of  Oliva.     Concluding,  with  an  encomiuirj. 

*  upon  his  Majefty's  wifdom,  care,  vigilance,  ftea- 

*  dinefs  and  refolution,  in  the  condudt  of  all  thefe 
"  weighty  and  important  affairs. 

Mr.  fFalpole^s  fpeech  occafioned  a  great  debate, 
that  lafted  till  half  an  hour  paft  ten  o^'clqck  in  the 
evening,  the  principal  perfons  that  fpoke  in  it  were, 
on  the  court-fide,  befides  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole^  Cor 
lonel  Bladen^  Mr.  Pelham^  Mr.  Doddington^  Sivjo- 
foph  Jekyl^  the  Lord  Finch^  and  Siv  Robert  Walpole ; 
and  on  the  oppofite  fide,  Mr.  Bernard^  Mr.  "Daniel 
Pulteney^  Mr.  Shippen^  Pr.  Friend^  Mr.  Foley ^  Sir 
Thomas  Pengelly^  and  Mr.  William  Pulteney. 

A  gentleman  having  fuggefted,  that  it  was  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  King  of  Spain  did  not  feem  to 
grant  any  farther  privileges  to  the  Emperor^s  fub- 
jects  in  the  Netherlands^  than  what  had  been  granted 
to  the  Englijb^  and  other  moft  favoured  nations :  He 
was  anfwered  by  Colonel  Bladen^who  pointed  to  the 
very  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  of  Vienna, 
whereby  it  was  exprefly  ftipulated,  {Article  II.)  That 
thtjhips  of  war  and  merchant  Jhips  belonging  to  the 
contra^ing  parties^  or  their fuhje^fs^  Jhould  be  allowed 
full  liberty  to  frequent  the  harbours^  coafts^  and  pro- 
vinces of  each  other  ;  naming  particularly  the  Eaji- 
Indies^  and  without  any  exception  a^  to  the  Spanijh 
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U^eJl'Indies^  or 'any  other  reftraint  on  the  ihips  of 
•war  and  merchant  "fhips,  than  not  to  hity  any  thing 
heftdes  vi5iuals  and  materials  fox  re-pairing  theirjhips: 
Which  implied  a  permifTion  to  vend  their  mer- 
chandizes for  ready  money  •,  fo  that  it  was  manir 
feft,  that  the  fubjefts  of  the  Auftrian  how-Countries 
•were  allowed  more  extenfive  privileges  than  ever 
had  been  granted  to  any  other  nation,  contrary  to 
feveral  treaties  in  force  between  the  crowns  of 
Great-Britain  and  Spain, 

Colonel  piaden^  having  fully  cleared  this  impor? 
tant  point,  Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney  flood  up,  and  made 
a  long  fpeech,  wherein  having  made  his  obfervations 
on  moft  of  the  points  mentioned  by  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole^  he  infinuated,  that  the  fubjed  matter  of  this 
day's  debate  was  of  a  very  nice  nature,  and  of  th? 
greateft  importance,  and  therefore  they  ought  ma- 
turely to  cbnfider  of  it,  before  they  came  to  any  rcr 
folution  upon  it.  He  was  backed  by  Mr.  Shippen^ 
who  raifed  the  main  objedion  to  the  treaty  ^{Hano- 
ver^  viz.  That  it  would  engage  the  Britijh  nation  in 
a  war,  for  the  defence  of  his  Majefly's  dominions 
in  Germany^  contrary  to  an  exprefs  provifion  made 
for  the  fecuring  our  religion,  laws  and  liberties,  in 
the  *  an  for  farther  limitation  and  fuccejfwn  of  the 
crown  in  the  protefiant  line -^  which  being  the  bafis 
and  foundation  of  the  prefent  fettlement,was  become 
part  of  our  conftitution,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
"iacred  and  inviolable.  They  were  anfwered  by  Mr. 
Pelham  Secretary  at  War,  who,  among  other  weighty 
arguments,  urged,  *  That  the  true  meaning  and 
^  intent  of  that  limitation,  was  not  wholly  and  for 

*  ever  to  deprive  his  Majefty's  foreign  dominions  of 

*  any  afliftance  from  this  nation  j  for  if  fo,  his  Ma.- 

*  jefty  in  that  refpedl  would  be  in  a  worfe  condition 
•^  upon  his  acceflion  to  ih^  Britijh  throne  than  he  was 

^'^'  before  -,  but  only  to  reftrain  the  Sovereign,  for  the 

*  future,  from  engaging  the  nation,  at  his  pleafure. 


^  in 
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in  a  war  for  the  defence  of  any  dominions  not  be- 
longing to  the  crown  o{  Enghjid^  without  the  con- 
fenTof  Parliament,  to  whom  the  legiflature  wifely 
left  to  judge  and  determine,  whether  fuch  a  war 
was  jurt  and  ncceflliry  or  no  ?  Concluding,  that  for 
his  own  part,  he  wasfully  of  opinion,  that  if  in  the 
prefent  junfture  and  circumftances  of  affairs,  his 
Majefty's  foreign  dominions  Ihould  be  attacked  or 
infulted,  this  nation  ought  to  (land  by  and  fupporc 
his  Majefty  againft  all  his  enemies  whatfoever. 
And  therefore  he  moved,  '  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majcfly 
the  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  his  great  goodnefs  in 
communicatingthe  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce 
concluded  between  the  Emperor  and  King  of  6'/)^/>, 
and  the  defenfive  alliance  between  his  Majefty,  the 
moft  Chriftian  Kin^,  and  the  King  of  Pmjfici.  To 
exprefs  our  juft  fenfe  of  his  Majefty 's  concern  tor 
the  balance  and  peace  of  Europe,  and  the  protef- 
tant  religion;  and  above  all,  our  unfeigned  grati- 
tude for  his  earneft  and  feafonable  care  of  the  par- 
ticular Interefts  of  his  Britijh  fubjecls,  by  forming 
and  entering  into  the  faid  defenfive  alliance  witli 
the  moft  Chriftian  King  and  the  King  o\  Pniffia, 
in  order  to  obviate  and  difappoint  the  dangerous 
views  and  confequences  of  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 
twixt the  Emperor  and  the  King  o'i  Spain  •,_  and  to 
prefcrve  the  many  valuable  rights  and  privileges 
of  this  nation,  againft  the  fatal  tendency  of  the 
faid  treaty  of  commerce,  calculated  for  the  intire 
deftrudion  of  the  BritiJJj  trade,  in  breach  of  feve- 
ral  folemn  treaties  now  in  force.  To  acknowledge 
his Majefty's  prudence andrefolution, in  notletting 
any  attempts  or  infinuations  whatfoever  divert  his 
Majefty,  from  confjlting  and  fteadily  purlliing  the 
true  intereft  of  thefe  his  kingdoms  j  and  to  alTure 
his  Majefty,  that  in  juft  ice  and  vindication  at 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Britijh  crown,  this 
boufe  will  effedually  ftand  by  aud  fupport  his  Ma- 
■■•  ■  *  jefty 
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*  jefty  againft  all  infults  and  attacks,  that  any  Prince 

<  or  power,  inrefentmentof  thejuft  meafures  which 

*  his  Majefly  has  fo  wifely  taken,  Ihall  make  upon 

<  any  of  his  Majefty*s  territories  or  dominions,  tho' 

*  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain. 
This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Doddington^  one 

of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  :  But  Dr.  Friend  and 
Mr.  Foley  raifed  fome  objections  to  it.  They  were 
anfwered  by  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  who  was  re^ 
plied  to  by  Sir  Thomas  Pengelly.  After  him  flood 
ijp  the  Lord  Finch^  Controller  of  the  King's  Hou- 
ihold,  who  made  a  fhort  panegyric  on  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  illuftrious  family;  ^  Which  had  ever  been 

*  the  bulwark  of  the  reformation  •,  and  failed  not 
<^  taking  notice  of  the  great  fufFerings  of  the  excel- 
^  lent  Princefs  Elizabeih.^  daughter  to  King 
'  James  I.  Queen  of  Bohemia.,  and  his  IVJajefly's 

*  grand- mother,  upon  account  of  the  proteftant 

*  religion.  Concluding,  that  his  Majefly  feemed 
^  to  have  been  led  to  the  Britijh  throne  by  the 
^  hands  of  Providence,  as  a  reward  for  the  piety  of 

*  his  anceflors.'  After  this,  Mr.  William  Pulteney 
made  a  fhort  fpeech  ;  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  clofed  the  debate  with  confuting  a  fugge- 
ftion,  viz.  '  That  the  imperial  court*s  backwardnefs 

*  in  granting  the  invefliture  for  Bremen  and  Werden^ 

*  might  have  been  one  of  the  motives  to  fome  late 

*  meafures:  Sir  Robert  aflfuring  the  houfe,  that  his 
^  Majefly  might  long  ago  have  had  the  fame  invefr 

*  titure,    if  he  would  have  paid  the  exorbitant  fees 

*  that  were  demanded  for  it.  Upon  the  whole  matr 
ter,  the  queflion  being  put  on  Mr.  Pelham's  mor 
tion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority 
of  285  voices  againil  107.  And  a  Comrnittee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  according  to  the 
faid  refolution.  The  next  day,  Mr.  Pelham  report- 
ed the  faid  addrefs,  which  being  agreed  to,  was^ 
^  Saturday  the  19th  of  February,  prefented  to  his 
Majefly,  by  the  whole  houfe,  as  follows : 

MoJi 
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Mofl  gracious  Sovereign, 

JE  your  Mij-ity's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  ^^^,^7;^, 


:W 


Subjects,  tht^  Commons  of  Gr^n/*i^7/tf/»  tothcKing, 
'  in  Parliament altemblcu,  bejjeavetorerurnyour 

*  Majrfly  our  mod  humble  thanks  ibr  your  Teat 
'  goodnefs,  in  communicating  to  us  the  treaties  of 

*  peace  and  commerce  concluded  between  tiic  Em- 

*  peror  and  the  King  o^ Spain ^  and  the  dcfenfive  al- 
^  liance  between  your  Majefty,  the  m^ft  Chriftiar^ 
^  King,  and  the  King  of  Prtiffia.        "■' 

'  The  engagements  which  your  Majefty  has  en-. 

*  tred  into  by  the  faid  defenfive  alliance  with  the 

*  moft  Chriftian  King,  and  the  King  of  Prujfia^  m 
^  order  to  obviate  and  difappoint  the  dangerous 
^  views  and  confequences  of  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 

*  tween  the  Emperor  and  the  King  o^  Spain ^  and  to 

*  preferve  the  many  valuable  rights  and  privileges 

*  of  this  nation,  againft  the  fatal  tendency  of  the 

*  faid  treaty  of  commerce,  calculated  for  the  intire 
^  deftrudion  of  the  chief  branches  of  the  Britijh 

*  trade,  and  in  breach  of  the  feveral  folemn  treaties 
^  now  in  force,  call  upon  us  to  exprefs  our  moil  un- 

*  feigned  and  grateful  fenfe,  of  your  Mdjefty's  con- 

*  cern  for  the  prefervatipn  of  the  balance  and  peace 
^  of  Europe^  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  parti- 
^  cular  intereft  of  your  Britijh  fubjeds. 

^  And  when  v(t  refled:  upon  your  Majefty's  pru- 
f  dence  and  refolution,  in  not  letting  any  attempts 
«  or  infinuations  whatfoever,  divert  you  from  con- 
4  fulting  and  fteadily  purfuing  the  good  and  welfare 
c  of  thefe  your  Kingdoms  ,  we  think  ourfelves  o- 
t  bilged,  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  duty  and  affedtion, 
4  toaffure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will,  in  juftice  and 
c  vindication  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Bri^ 
4  tift)  crown,  ft'and  by  and  fupport  your  Majefty 
4  againft  all  infqlts  and  attacks  that  any  prince  ot^ 
4  power,  (in  refentment  of  tlie  juft  meafures  whicli 
4  your  Majefty  has  fo  wifely  tak^n)  ftiall  make  upon 

'  any 
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*  any  oF  your  Majefty's  territories  or  dominions, 

*  tho'  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great -Britain, 

To  which  the  King  rcturn'd  the  following  moft: 
gracious  anfwer  i 

Gentlemen, 
filfSr?*^  T  ^^^^^^  yo^  ^y  thanks  for  this  particular  mark  of 
A  your  Duty ^  affe5iion  and  confidence  in  me.  Tour 
ajfurances  mt  to  fuffer  my  foreign  dominions  to  be  ex- 
pofed  or  injnfted^  on  account  of  the  meafures  I  have 
taken  for  the  interefi  of  thefe  kingdoms^  will^  I  hope, 
he  a  menns  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  1  have  no  views  of  ambition  to  gratify  ; 
I  have  no  thoughts  of  aggrandijing  myfelf,  or  extend- 
ing any  parts  of  my  dominions^  at  the  hazard  andexpence 
of  the  other  ;  and  as  my  honour  is  the  common  caufe 
and  concern  of  my  fubjeje^ls,  their  particular  interejis 
fioall^  upon  all  cccajions,  be  my  confiant  care. 

The  T'hurfdayhtfoTQ^,  thehoufe  of  Lords  took  alfo 
into  confideration  the  three  treaties  that  had  been 
laid  before  them  :  After  the  reading  of  which,  the 
TuordVifcount'To'wnfhend^  principal  fecretary  of  ftate, 
opened  the  debate,  and  concluded  with  a  motion, 
much  to  the  lame  purpofe  with  that  of  Mr.  Pelham 
in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  He  was  feconded  by 
hisGracethe  Dukeof  Newcaflle^  theother  principal 
fecretary  of  ftate,who  took  thatoccafion  to  acquaint 
tht  houfe,  with  a  remarkable  paffage,  out  of  a  letter 
from  Mv. Stanhope^  his  Majefty's  minifter  in  Spain^ 
viz.  '  That  in  a  private converfation,  the  Duke  of 
•  *  i^fp^r^f^had  not fcrupledtoown,  that befides  what 

*  had  already  been  communicated  to  him  about  the 

*  late  treaties  of  Vienna,  there  were  ft  ill  fome  other 

*  fecret  articles,  which  in  due  time  fliould  be  made 
^  public,  whereby  the  contracting  parties  mutually 
'  engaged  to  affift  each  other  with  a  ceijtain  number 
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'  of  troops,  in  order  to  fupport  the  Ofi end  company y 

*  and  to  recover  Gibraltar.*  His  Grace  being  afked. 
Whether  he  would  produce  that  letter  ?  He  laid,  he 
had  not  the  King's  command  for  it ;  but  was  only 
left  at  liberty  to  take  notice  of  what  he  had  already 
mentioned.  Hereupon  the  Lord  Lechmere  obferved, 

*  That  no  ftrefs  could  be  laid  on,  or  any  judgnaent 

*  made  of  an  information  that  did  not  come  regu- 
'  larly  and  in  form  before  the  houfe  -,  that  beddes, 

*  it  was  ufualwith  minifters  of  ftate,  fometimes  to 
'  drop  things  that  have  no  reality,  in  common  con- 
'  verlation,  only  to  found  thofe  with  whom  they  ne- 

*  gotiiue  •,  that  the  treaties  that  had  been  communi- 

*  catcd  to  them,  being  a  matter  of  the  niceft  nature, 
'  and  greateft  importance,  they  ought  to  proceed 

*  in  it  with  the  utmoft  caution,  and  matured  deli- 

*  beration,  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  they 
'  ought  to  take  fome  time  to  confider  of  it,  and  ad- 

*  journ  the  debate  to  another  day.*  He  was  anfwer- 
ed  by  the  Earl  of  Scarborough  ;  and  the  queftion 
being  put  upon  the  motion  for  an  addrefs,  it  was 
carried  without  divifion. 

After  this,  the  Lord  Lechmere  flood  up,  and  de- 
clared, '  That  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  member 

*  of  that  illuftrious  aflembly,  in  vindicating  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  dignity  of  the  BritiJJo  crown,  and  in  fup- 
'  pordngand  defending  hisMajefty's  perfon  and  go- 

*  vernment :  That  as  their  prefent  and  future  hap- 
'  pinefs  depended,  next  under  Godjon  the  fettlement 
«  of  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  on  his  Majefly  and 

*  his  royal  ifTue,  they  ought  to  be  extreme  cautious 
'  of  any  the  leaft  derogation  from  the  ad  of  Par- 

*  liament  by  which  that  happy  fettlement  was  made ; 
<  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  and  moved,  that 

*  to  the  faid  rcfolution  for  an  addrefs,  the  following 

*  words  be  added,  vi'Z. 

'  [T^his  houfe  not  doubting  hut  your  Alajefty^  in  your 

*  great  wifdom  andjuftice  to  thefe  your  kingdojns^  will 

*  always  J>referve  to  them  the  full  -^ind  entire  hmefit  of 

the 
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'  the  provifion  made  for  the  farther  fieuring  our  reli- 

*  gicn^laws  and  liberties^  hy  ana5f  pajfedin  the  nth 
«  afid  I  ^th  ysars  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King 

*  William  III.  of  glorious  memory  ^  whereby  it  is  e- 

*  naSted^  "That  in  cafe  the  crown  and  imperial  digni- 

*  ty  of  this  realm  fhall  hereafter  come  to  any  P  erf  on 
'  not  being  a  native  of  this  kingdom  of  England, 
^  this  nation  he  not  obliged  to  engage  in  any  war  for 
^  the  defence  of  any  dominions  or  territories  which  do 

*  not  belong  to  the  crown  «?^EngIandi  without  the  con- 
^           *  fent  of  Parliament.l 

The  Lord  Lechmere  was  fecorided  by  the  Earl  of 
Strafford :  And  both  their  Lordihips urged  in  gene- 
ral, '  That  the  claufe  in  the  a6t  of  Parliament  re- 

*  ferred  to  in  the  addition  propofed,  being  piaffed 

*  into  a  law,  upon  fo  folemn  an  occafion^  as  the  fet- 

*  ling  the  crown  of  thefc  kingdoms,  and  having 

*  fince  been  re-enaded  upon  another  very  folemn  oc- 

*  cafion,  was  become  a  fundamental  and  facred  part 

*  of  the  conflitution  of  the  united  kingdom,  upon 

*  theftrictand  inviolable  obfervance  of  which  the 
«  farther  tranquillity  of  thefe  nations^  and  the  pro- 

*  perties  of  the  fubjedh  of  Great-Britain  greatly 

*  depended      That,   indeed^  a  cafe  may  happen, 

*  wherein  the  confent  of  the  Lord's  houfe  to  engage 

*  this  nation  in  a  war  in  defence  of  his  Majefty's 

*  dominions  in  Germany^  may  be  both  juft  and  ne- 
«  cellvry,  but  that  it  being  feferved  to  both  houfes 
«  of  Parliament,   by  the  law  abovementioned,   to 

*  deliberate  and  advife  upon  all  the  circumftances, 
^  and  thereupon  to  confent  to  the  juft  ice  of  the  caufe 
'  for  fuch  a  war  5    they  were  convinced^  that  the 

*  words  propofed  ought  to  have  been  added  to  the 

*  refoliuion  :  The  rather,  becaufethe  fliid  words  im- 
'  port  the  mod  dutiful  and  intire  confidence  in  his 

*  Majeily's  wiftic^m,  and  juftice  to  thefe  kingdoms 

*  in  that  refpecc  r:  and  would  have  prevented  any 

*  jealou(ic$-.whi^;ji;. plight  arife  in  the  minds  of  the 

*  liibjc<^fe  of  thi^;4*eaki5    in  a  matter,  of  fuch  high 

'  importance 
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'  importanr-  ^  ;;at  the  queftion  being  put,  Whe- 
ther the  fiid  words  fliould  be  made  part  of  the  re- 
folution  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  ma- 
jority of  94  votes  againft  15. 

Die  Jovis  17  Februarii  1725. 

The  houfe,  according  to  the  order  of  this  day 
feven-night,  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration 
the  copies  of  the  feveral  treaties  laid  before  the  houfe 
by  hisMajefly*s  command  on  Thurfday. 

And  the  fame  being  read  by  the  clerk. 

Ordered^  That  the  hoofe  be  now  put  into  a  com- 
ftiittee  to  take  the  faid  treaties  into  confideration  ; 
and  the  faid  treaties  were  referred  to  the  faid  Com^ 
mittee. 

The  houfe  was  accordingly  adjourned,  and  put 
into  a  Committee  to  take  the  faid  treaties  into  con- 
fideration. 

After  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  houfe  was  re«- 
fumed ;  and  the  Lord  Delawar  reported  from  the 
faid  Committee,  that  they  had  taken  the  faid  trea- 
ties into  confideration,  and  were  come  to  the  fol^ 
lowing  refolution,  viz. 

*  rTp  H  A  T  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^ 

*  X    That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 

*  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this 

*  houfe,  for  his  moft  gracious  condefcenfion,  in  lay- 

*  ing  the  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce,  made  at 

*  Vienna  between  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  King 

*  o^ Spain ^  and  the  defenfive  alliance  concluded  be- 

*  tween  his  Majefty,  the  moft  Chriftlan  King,  and 

*  the  King  q\'  Prujfia^  before  this  houfe :  To  declare 
*our  opinion,  that  the  faid  treaty  of  commerce 

*  manifeftly  appears  to  have  been  calculated,  with  a 
*"  view  to  put  the  trade  of  the  Spanijh  Eaft  and  Weft 
1  India  intjrely  into  the  hands  gf  his  Imperial  Ma- 

■    ■  ^jefty's 
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^jefty'sfubjefts,  contrary  to  the  Barrier-Treaty  made 

*  between  the  Emperor  and  the  States-General ;  to 
'  which  his  Majeily,  at  their  requeft^  became  gua- 
'  rantee  •,  as  well  as  in  breach  of  many  folemn  trea- 

*  ties  and  engagements  between  the  crowns  o^Great-- 
'  Britain  and  Spain,  to  the  inexpreffible  damage  of 

*  the  fubjedls  of  this  realm  :  To  exprefs  our  jufb 

*  fbnfe  of  the  infinite  obligations  we  lie  under  to  his 

*  Majefty,  for  the  care  he  has  taken  of  the  protellant 

*  intereft,  and  the  trade  of  this  nation,  by  conclud- 

*  ing,  at  fo  critical  a  jundture,  the  above-mentioned 

*  defenfivealIiance,highlynecefraryfor  maintaining 

*  the  balance  of  Europe^  as  well  as  for  preferving 

*  many  valuable  rights,  immunities  j  and  advantages 

*  relating  to  the  trade  of  Britain  :  And  to  aflure  his 

*  Majefty,  that  we  will  ftand  by  and  fuppOrt  him  to 

*  the  utmofi:  of  our  power,  in  the  engagements  he 

*  has  entered  into  by  this  treaty,  and  in  the  profecu- 

*  tion  of  fach  farther  meafures,  as  his  Majefty,  in 

*  his  great  wifdom,  ftiall  think  proper,  for  prevent- 
'  ing  the  ill  confequences  to  the  trade  of  this  king- 

*  dom  by  the  above-mentioned  treaty  of  cornmerce : 
«  To  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  great  goodnefs,  in 

*  not  fufFering  himfelf  to  be  diverted  from  a  work 
«  fo  necciHiry  to  the  happinefs  of  his  Britijh  fubjedls, 

*  by  any  infmuations  whatfoever  :  To  give  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  the  ftrongeft  afiurances  of  our  inviolable  fide- 

*  lity ;  and  that,   if  his  Majefty  fliall  be,  at  any 

*  time,  infultcd  and  attacked  by  any  Prince  or  State 

*  whatfoever,  inany  part  of  his  Majefty's  dominions 
'  or  territories  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great- 
'  Britain,  in  refcntment  of  fuch  meafures  as  hisMa- 
'  jefty  has  taken,  for  preferving  and  maintaining  the 
'  true  intereft  and  fiifety  of  this  kingdom,  and  of 
'  his  having  entered  into  the  faid  dcfenfive  alliance 

*  for  that  purpofc  ;  we  are  fully  determined,  in  vin- 
'  dication  of  his  Majefty's  honour,  to  exert  ourfelves 
'  to  the  utmoft,  in  detending  and  protecfting  fuch 

*  dominions  from  any  fucji  infults  or  attacks. 

Which 
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Which  refolution  being  read,  it  was  propofed  to 
add  thefe  words,  viz.  '  This  houfe  not  doubting, 
'  but  your  Majefly,    in  your  great  wifdom  and  juf- 

*  tice  to  thefe  your  kingdoms,  will  always  preferve 

*  to  them,  the  full  and  intire  benefit  of  the  provi- 

*  fion  made  for  farther  fecuring  our  religion^  laws, 
'  and  liberties,  by  an  a6t  pafled  in  the  12th  and 

*  13th  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefly  King 

*  JVtlliam  III.  of  glorious  memory,  whereby  it  is 
'  enaded,  ''  That  in  cafe  the  crown  and  imperial 
*'  dignity  of  this  realm  Ihall  hereafter  come  to  any 
*'  perfon  not  being  a  native  of  this  kingdom  ofEng- 
"  land,  this  nation  be  not  obliged  to  engage  in  any 
*'  war  for  the  defence  of  any  dominions  orterritories 
"  which  do  not  belong  to  the  crown  o^  England^ 
*'  without  the  confent  of  Parliament." 

Which  being  objeded  to.  After  debate,  the 
queflion  was  put,  Whether  thefe  Words  ihall  be 
made  part  of  the  foregoing  refolution  ?  It  was  re* 
folved  in  the  negative. 

Dijfentient,* 
I.  nn  H  E  claufe  of  the  ad  of  Parliament  referred 
JL    to  in  the  words  propofed  to  be  added,  being 
pafTed  into  a  I.^w,  upon  the  folemn  occafion  of  fet- 
tling the  crown  of  thefe  realms  upon  his  Majefly 
and  his  royal  ifTue^  and  the  fame  provifion,  with  o- 
thers  in  that  ad:  made,  having  been  fince  re-enaded 
by  Parliament  upon  another  very  folemn  occafion, 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  thereby  become  a  fun- 
damental, and  a  very  facred  yin  of  the  conflitution 
of  the  united  kingdom,  upon  the  flrid  and  inviola- 
ble obfervance  of  which,  the  future  tranquillity  of 
this  nation,  and  the  proptrries  of  the  fubjeds  of 
G?'eat  Britain,  may,  in  our  opinion,  greatly  depend : 
And  therefore,  we  thought  the  words  propofed  lit  to 
be  added  to  a  refolution  of  this  houfe,  wherein  the 
defence  of  his  Majefly 'sdominionsand  territories  not 
Vol.  IX.  P  belong- 
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belonging  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,   is,  as  we 
conceive,  in  fome  meafure  engaged  for. 

II.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  unfeigned  zeal 
conftantly  fhewn  by  this  houfe,  in  defence  of  his  Ma- 
iefly's  facred  perfon,  and  the  honour  and  true  inte- 
reii:  of  his  government,  can  never  fail  to  exert  it- 
felf,  in  vindication  of  his  Majefty's  honour,  againft 
all  infults  and  indignities  whatfoever.  And  tho* 
we  are  far  from  thinking,  but  that  a  cafe  may  arife 
wherein  the  confent  of  this  houfe,  to  engage  this 
nation  in  a  war,  in  defence  of  his  Majefty's  domi- 
nions in  Germany,  may  be  both  jail  and  necefifary, 
yet  it  being,  in  our  judgment,    referved  to  both 

*  houfes  of  Parliament,  by  the  laws  above-mentioned 
to  deliberate  and  advife  upon  all  the  circumftances, 
and  thereupon  to  confent  to  the  juflice  of  the 
caufe,  whereby  this  nation  Ihall,  at  any  time,  be 
encra^ed  in  a  war  upon  that  account ;  we  were 
therefore  convinced,  that  the  words  propofed, 
oucrht  to  have  been  added  to  the  refolution. 

III.  And  the  rather,  becaufe  the  words  propofed 
to  be  added,  import  the  moft  dutiful  and  intire  con- 
fidence in  his  Majefly'swifdom  and  juftice,  to  thefe 
kingdoms,  in  that  refped:,  and  therefore,  if  they  had 
been  added  to  the  refolution  of  this  houfe,  at  this 

■  critical  jundlure,  would,  as  v/e  conceive,  have  pre- 
vented any  jealoufics  which  might  happen  to  arife 
in  the  minds  of  the  fubje6ts  of  this  realm,  in  a  matter, 
-which  we  think  to  be  of  fuch  importance  to  them. 

Strafford,         Aberdeen,  Lechmere, 

Compton,  BriftoU  Craven, 

Scarfdale,         Litchfield, 

And  an   humble  addrefs  was  prepared  purfuanc 
to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

The 
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The  next  Day  {Feb,  iS.)  the  houfe  of  Lords,  in 
a  body  waited  on  the  King  with  their  addrefs, 
which  was  as  follows  : 

Moft  gracious  fo^jereign^ 

*  \7irE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  The  houfe 
'    V  Y     fubjeds  the  Lords  fpi ritual  and  temporal  tlSttl 
'  in  Parliament  aflembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  re-  K.'"g« 

*  turn  your  Majcfty  our  moft  hearty  thanks,   for 

*  your  moft  gracious  condefcenfion  in  laying  the 
'  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  made  at  Vienna^ 

*  between  his  imperial  Majefty  and  the  King  of 
'  Spain^  and  the  defenfive  alliance  concluded  be- 
'  tween  your  Majefty,  the   moft  Chriftian   King, 

*  and  the  King  o^  Fruffia^  before  this  Houfe. 

'  The  faid  treaty  of  commerce  plainly  appears  to 
'  us,  upon  our  moft  mature  confideration  thereof, 
'  to  have   been   calculated  with  a  view  to  put  the 

*  trade  of  the  SpaniJJj  Eaft  and  H^eji  Indies  intirely 

*  into  the  hands  of  his  imperial  Majeft"y's  fubjedis, 
'  contrary  to  the  barrier  treaty  made  between  the 
'  Emperor  and  the  States  General,  to  which  your 
'  Majefty,    at  their  requeft,  became  guarantee  ;  as 

*  well  as  in  breach  of  many  folemn  treaties  and  en- 
'  gagements  to  the  contrary,  between  the  crowns 
'  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain^  and  to  the,  inexpref- 
'  fible  damage  of  the  fubjedls  of  this  realm. 

'  We  cannot  f^jfficiently  exprefs  our  fenfe  of  the 

*  infinite  obligations  we  lie  under  to  your  Majefty, 
'  for  your  care  of  the  Proteftant  intereft  abroad,  and 
'  of  the  trade  of  this  nation,  by  concluding  at  focri- 
'  tical  ajundlure,  the  above-mentioned  defenfive  al- 
'  liance,  highlyneceftary  for  maintaining  the  balance 
'  of  Europe,  as  well  as  for  the  prcferving  many  va- 
'  luable  rights,  immunities,  and  advantages  relating 
'  to  the  trade  of  Britain  ;  and  we  afTure  your  Ma- 
c  jefty,  that  we  will  ftand  by  and  fupport  your  Ma- 
<  jefty,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  povver,  m  the  engage- 
<5  ments  you  have  entered  into  by  this  treaty,  and  in 

P  2  'the 
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*  the  profecution  of  luch  farther  meafures,    as  your 

*  Majefty  in  your  great  vvifdom  fhall  think  proper, 

*  for  preventing  the  ill  confequences  to  the  trade  of 
'  this  kingdom,  by  the  above-mentioned  treaty  of 

*  commerce. 

'  We  moft  humbly  acknowledge  your  Majefty's 
'  Goodnefs  in  not  fuftering  yourfelf  to  be  diverted, 
'  through  any  fuggeflions  or  infinuationswhatfoever, 
'  from  a  work  fo  necellary  to  the  welfare  of  your 
'  Britip  Subje^s. 

'  They  muft  have  the  meaneft  thought  of  this 

*  nation,  who  can  imagine  us  capable  of  tamely  fuf- 
'  fering  any  infult  or  indignity  to  be  offered  to  your 

*  Majefly,  on  account  of  your  Majefty's  firmnefs  in 

*  maintaining  the  true  intereft  and  happinefsof  your 
'  people:  But  juftice,  gratitude  and  honour  fill  our 
'  hearts  w^ith  very  ditferent  fentiments,  and  make  it 
^  our  indifpenfiblc  duty  to  afliire  your  Majefty,  up- 
'  on  this  occafion,  That  if  your  Majefty  fhall  be  at 

*  any  time  infulted  or  attacked  by  any  Prince  or 
'  State  whatfoever,  in  any  part  of  your  Majefty's 

*  dominions  or   territories,  not  belonging   to  the 

*  crown  of  Great  Britain^  in  refentment  of  fuch 

*  meafures  as  your  Majefty  has  taken  for  preferving 

*  and  maintaining  the  trade  andHifety  of  this  king- 

*  dom,  and  of  your  Majefty's  having  entered  into 
'  the  faid  defenfive  alliance  for  that  purpofe  ;  we 
'  are  fully  determined,   in  vindication  of  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's  honour,  to  exert  ourfelves  to  the  utmoft  in 

*  defending  and  protecfting  fuch  dominions   from 

*  any  fuch  infults  and  attacks.' 

His  Majefty's  anfwer  was  to  this  effed  : 

My  Lords, 

I  Thank  yen  kindly  for  this  moft  feafonable  and  loyal 
Addrefs  •,  the  true  concern  you  ftoezv  for  your  coun- 
try is  no  lefs  acceptable  to  mc^  than  the  regard  you  ex- 

frefs 
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prefs  for  my  honour.  The  njfurances  you  give  me  in 
relation  to  my  territories  abroc'.Uwill^  I  am  perfuadedy 
contribute  very  much  to  the  preferving  the  public  peace 
<?/"  BAirope*,  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  making  no 
other  ufc  of  that  confidence^  which  is  fo  firmly  efta- 
hlifldcd  between  us^  than  to  maintain  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  this  kingdom. 

March  24,  Mr.  Treafurcr  (Sir  P.  Methucn)  ac- 
quainted the  Commons, That  he  had  a  melFage  from 
hisMajelly  to  the  houfe,  figned  by  his  Majeily,  and 
lie  delivered  the  lame  to  Mr.  Speaker,  who  read  it 
as  follows : 

GEORGE    R. 

HI  S  Majefiy  having  nothing  more  at  heart.,  than 
an  earnefi  defire  to  feciire  to  his  own  fubje^fs  the 
full  and  free  enjoyment  of  their  trade  and  naviga- 
tion^ and  in  the  beji  manner .^  to  prevent  and  fru- 
ftrate  fuch  dejigns  as  have  been  formed  againfl  the 
particular  interefi  of  this  nation.^  and  the  general 
peace  of  Europe,  has  found  it  necejfary^  not  only  to 
augment  his  maritime  force^  but  to  concert  fuch  other 
77ieafures^  as  may  mofi  eff equally  conduce  to  thcf:  de- 
fir  able  ends  \  and  as  thefe  fervices  will  require  fome 
extraordinary  expence^  his  Majefiy  hopes  he  fhall  be 
enabled.^  by  the  affiflance  of  Parliament .^  to  increafe 
the  number  of  fe amen  already  voted,  and  granted  for 
the  fervice  of  this  year  \  and  to  otter  into,  and  make 
good  fuch  engagemeuts,  as  the  circumjfances  and  exi- 
gcncy  of  affairs  may  require. 

After  the  reading  of  this  meflage,  it  was  refolved 
to  take  the  fame  into  confideration  the  next  morning: 
But  Mr.  Shippen  took  notice,  that  this  melTage  had  all 
the  air  of  another,  fent  to  them  about  the  beginning 
ot  April  ly  1 7,  importing  in  fubflance,  That  his  Ma- 
jejiy  being  defirous,  not  only  to  fecure  his  kingdom  a- 
g^inji  the  pre  fent  daijger  from  S'^Q^^vs,  but  likewife 
P  3  to, 
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to  prevent  the  like  apprehenjions  for  the  future^  had 
thought  it  necejfary  early  to  concert  meafures  with 
other  Princes  and  ftates  \  and  as  this  might  require 
fome  expence^  his  Majejty  hoped^  that  the  Commons^ 
hy  their  ajjiftance  at  this  jun5fiire^  would  enable  him 
to  make  good  fuch  engagements  as  might  eafe  his  people 
of  all  future  charge  and  apprehenfions  upon  that  ac- 
count,    *  That  he  remembered,  fo  unexpeded  and 

*  fo  unprecedented  a  mefTage   was   received  with 

*  great  furprize,  and  occafioned  very  high  and  long 

*  debates  in  that  houfe  ♦,  that  he  himfelf  reprefented 

*  and  urged  the  unparliamentarinefs  of  aiking  and 
'  granting  fupplies,  without  an  eflimate  of  the  ex- 
^  pence  •,  and  had  the  honour  to  be  then  fupported 
'  by  a  great  many  worthy  gentlemen,  and  by  fome 
'  in  particular  who  feemed  now  to  be  of  another  opi- 

*  nion.     That  after  much  oppofition,  it  was  at  laft 

*  carried,  by  a  majority  of  four  voices  only,  to  grant 

*  his  Majeily  a  fupply,  which  was  afterwards  fixed  at 
'  250000/.  but  that  they  could  never  know  how  that 
^  money  had  been  laid  out;  and  therefore  he  moved, 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  direct 

*  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  the  houfe  an  ac- 

*  count  of  the  difpofition  of  the  250000/.  granted 

*  to  his  Majefty  April  1 3,  1 7 1 7,  /<?  enaUe  his  Majejiy 

*  to  concert  fuch  meafures  with  foreign  Princes  and 
^  Jiates^  as  might  prevent  any  charge  or  apprehenjions 
'  from  the  defigns  of  Sweden.'  This  m.otion  was  fe- 
conded  hy'Nir.Snell^  but  the  previous  queftion  being 
put,  that  the  queftion  be  now  put  upon  the  faid  mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  without  a  divifion. 

On  the  25th  of  March^  the  Commons  proceeded 
to  take  into  confideration  hisMajefty's  moft  gracious 
mefTage  of  the  day  before,  which  being  read  by  Mn 
Speaker,  Sir  WilliamTonge  opened  the  matter,  and 
having  fliewed  the  necelTity  of  an  extraordinary  fup- 
ply, moved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  make  fuch 

-     an 
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an  addition  to  the  number  of  Teamen  already  voted, 
and  to  concert  fuch  other  meafures  as  his  Majeily 
fhall,  in  his  great  wifdom,  think  will  bell  conduce 
to  the  fecurity  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom,  and  to  the  prefcrvation  of  the  peace  of 
Europe-^  and.toaflurc  his  Majeily,  that  this  houfe 
will  effecSlually  provide  for,  and  make  good  all  fuch 
expences  and  engagements  as  lliall  be  made  for  ob- 
taining thefe  great  and  defirable  ends.  This  motion 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Pelham^  Secretary  at  war;  but 
was  warmly  oppofed  by  many  of  the  beft  Speakers 
in  the  houfe,  and  Sir  William  l^onge^s  motion  being 
on  the  other  hand  fupported  by  the  mod  eminent 
flick lers  for  the  court,  the  difpute  lalled  for  about 
fix  hours. 


2^5. 


The  fpeakers  on  both  fides  were. 


For  the  Addrefs. 

Sir  William  Tonge^ 

Mr.  Pelham, 

Sir  Robert  Walple^ 

Mr.  Tbompfon^ 

Mr.  Onjlow^ 

Lord  Finch  J 

Sir  William  Strickland ^ 

Mr.  Boddijigton, 

Mr.  nomas  Lewis^ 

Mr.  Speaker. 


Againfl  the  Addrefs. 


Sir  Wilfred  Lawfon^ 
Mr.  Shippeuy 
Mr.  Snell^ 

Mr.  William  Pulteney^ 
Sir  William  Wyndham^ 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll, 
Mr.  Hungerfordy 
Mr.  Daniel  Pulteneyy 
Mr.  Freeman^ 
Mr.  Sandys^ 
Mr.  Lutwyche^ 
Sir  John  JiuJIoout, 


At  laft  the  queflion  being  put  upon  Sir  William 
Tonge^s  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
by  a  majority  of  270  votes  againfl  89,  and  re- 
folved,  That  the  faid  refolution,  by  way  of  ad- 
drefs, be  prefented  to  his  Majeily  by  the  whole 
houfe  J  which  being  done  accordingly,  the  next  day 
P  4  his 
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his  Majefty.was  pleafed  to  return  the  following 
anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  affectionate 
Addrefs ;  and  you  may  be  affured^  IJhall  make  no 
othfT  ufe  of  the  confidence  your  repofe  inme^  hut  for  pre- 
fer ving  the  general  tranquillity^  and  in  fupport  of  the 
trade  ^  honour^  and  inter  eft  of  my  people. 

On  the  20th  of  April  thert  was  a  remarkable  de- 
bate in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  upon  this  occafion  :  His 
Majefty  having,  on  the  24th  of  March  laft,  fent  a 
mefiage  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  importing  in 
fubftance.  His  Majefty  hoped  he  fhould  he  enabled  hy 
the  affiftance  of  his  Parliament  to  increafe  the  number 
of  feamen  already  voted  ;  and  the  faid  meflage  not 
ha,ving,  at  the  fame  time,  been  fent,  nor  afterwards 
communicated  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  took  notice  of  it,  and  upon  his  motion, 
Wednefday  the  20th  of  Aprils  was  appointed  for  tak- 
ing into  confideration  that  part  of  the  printed  votes 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons  of  the  24th  of  March ^ 
1 725,  purporting  to  be  a  meflage  to  that  houfe  from 
his  Majefty,  under  his  royal  fign  manual. 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  opened  the  debate  in  a  long 
fpeech,  wherein  his  lordlhip  endeavoured  to  fhew, 

*  That  the  faid  meflage  was  unprecedented,  and 
«  ftruck  at  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  houfe  of 
'  Peers,  who  are  the  grand  ftanding  council  of  the 
^  Sovereign;  the  hereditary  and  perpetual  guardians 

*  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  the  people,  and, 
^  next  th^  King,  the  prmcipal  part  of  the  legiflature, 

*  and  who  therefore  have  a  right  to  be  confulted  in 

*  all  matters  of  public  concern.  Concluding,  That 
'  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  know 

*  who  advifed  his  Majefty  not  to  fend  the  fame  mef- 
'  fage  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  as  was  fent  to  the  houfe 
^  of  Commons  i"  Hereupgn  the  Lord  Trevor^  Lord 

•     ^  privy- 
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privy-ftal,  rightly  forefceing  the  tcndency'of  fuch  a 
motion,  moved,  Thiit  the  iarther  confideration  oi 
that  matter  might  be  adjourned  for  a  month.  He 
was  feconded  by  his  grace  the  Duke  oi  DevonJInre : 
But  they  were  an  levered  by  the  Lord  Lechrrare^  who 
in  a  long,  learned,  an.l  v:^hement  ipeech,  rcpre- 
fented,  in  fubftance,  '  That  the  fubjecfl;  matter  of  this 
'  debate  was  of  Ibgreatconlcquencc  to  his  Majefty's 
'  fervice,  to  the  honour  of  that  noble  and  iliuilrious 
^  afTembly,  to  the  ancient  confti  tut  ion  of  Parliament, 
'  and  to  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  the  kingdom ; 

*  that  it  ought  not  to  be  poftponed  at  all,  much  lefs 

*  for  fuch  a  length  of  cime,  as  amounted  to  a  laying 

*  it  intirely  afide.     That  it  muft  be  for  the  fervice 

*  and  fupport  of  the  crown,  upon  all  occafions,  to 
^  have  the  advice  of  both  houfesof  Parliament;  and 

*  as  the  meffage  inqueflion  was  only  fent  to  thehoufe 
'  of  Commons,  and  there  had  not  yet  been  any  com- 

*  munication  with  their  lordfhipsupon  it,  though  it 
-  contained  matters  of  the  highefl  importance,  it  tend- 

*  ed  to  undermine  the  very  foundation  of  the  houfe  of 

*  Peers,  and  of  the  ancient  conffitution  of  the  king- 
'  dom.  That  the  rights  of  the  people  of  England 
'  were,  in  fome  meafure  invaded,  whenever  they 
'  were  deprived  of  the  affiftance  of  that  houfe  of  Par- 
*^  liament,  without  whom  no  aid  can  be  given  to  the 
^  crown,   nor  any  taxes  laid  on  the  fubjedls :  And 

*  therefore,  if  this  debate  (hould  be  adjourned  tofo 
'  long  a  day,  it  might  be  inferred  from  fuch  a  dila- 
'  tory  proceeding,  that  their  lordfhips  were  not  as 

*  jealous  of  their  own  privileges,  and  of  the  rights 

*  and  properties  of  the  people,  at  this  time,  and  as 

*  muchdetermined  tofupport  and  defend  them  both, 

*  as  any  of  their  anceftors  and  predecefTors  had  for- 

*  merly  been.  That  it  was  the  undoubted,  inherent 
'  and  fundamental  right  of  the  houfe  of  Peers,  to 
'  alter  and  amend  all  money  bills  which  came  from 

*  the  Commons  •,  and  though  in  fome  late  inflances 
1  the  Commons  had  difputed  that  right,  yet  the 

*  Lord§ 
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«  Lords  had  never  failed  to  maintain  and  aflert  it. 
^  That,  according  to  ancient  ufage,  all  demands  of 
'  fupply  fhould  come  from  the  throne  in  the  houfe 

*  of  Peers,  and  therefore  all  other  methods  are  un- 

*  parliamentary,  new,  and  dangerous  to  the  confli- 

*  tution :'  All  which  alTertions  his  lordfhip  corrobo- 
rated by  feveral  precedents  upon  record,  which  he 
caufed  to  be  read.  The  Lord  Lechmere  was  anfwer- 
ed  by  the  Lord  Onflow^  and  the  Lord  Vifcount  "Town- 
fDend^hwl  they  were  replied  to  by  the  Lord  5^/i?^r/?, 

v/ho,  among  other  things,  took  notice,    '  That  the 

*  appellation  of  Parliainefit  being  given  to  theCom- 

*  mons  and  feparately  from  the  Lords,  was  intirely 
'  new  and  unprecedented  ;  That  this  was  fo  far  from 
^  being  the  language  of  former  times,  that  though 
^  of  late  the  Commons  took  upon  them  to  begin  all 
'  money  bills,  yet  there  was  a  time  when  they  were 
'  fo  inconfiderable  as  to  apply  to  the  Lords,  to  defire 

*  them  to  provide  money  for  the  public  fervice  •, 

*  That  if,  at  this  time,  the  Lords  fuffered  themfelves 

*  to  be  overlooked  in  this  manner,  they  might  come, 
'  at  laft,  to  be  voted  ufelefs,   as  they  had  formerly 

*  been:  And  therefore,  left  any  miftake  of  this  kind 
"^  fhould  be  attended  with  fuch  ill  confequence,  as  to 
'  encourage  evil  miniflers  hereafter  to  a  total  neg  • 

*  le6t  of  the  houfe  of  Peers,  his  lordfhip  was  of  o 

*  pinion.  That  proper  notice  fhould  be  taken  of  ic 

*  immediately,  inflead  of  deferring  the  farther  con- 

*  fideration  of  it  for  a  month/  Hereupon  the  Earl 
of  Scai'horough  faid,  '  That  he  did  not  deny,  that 
*-  the  Peers  have  a  ri2;ht  to  be  advifed  with  in  all 

*  matters  of  importance,  and  to  give  their  confent  to 

*  money  bills  :  But  he  added.  That  in  the  cafe  be- 

*  fore  them,  it  feemed  needlefs  to  fend  the  meffage 

*  in  queliion  to  their  houfe,  becaufe  their  lordfhips 
'  had  implicitly  given  their  confent  to  the  augment- 

*  ing  the  number  of  feamen,  in  their  addrefs  of 
'  thanks  to  hisMajefiy,  wherein  the  faid  augmenta- 
-  tion  was  hinted  at.    As  to  what  had  been  f-^ggeft- 

'    -«  ed, 
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'  ed,  That  formerly  the  Commons  applied  to  the 
'  Lords  to  provide  money  for  the  public  fervicc,  the 

*  reafoQ  of  it  was,  becaufe,  at  that  time,  none  had 

*  any  money  to  give  but  tlie  Lords,  moft  of  the 
'  lands  being  then  in  their  hands-,  whereas  fmce  the 

*  reigns  o^ Henry  VII.  and  Henry  VIU.  the  cafe  is 

*  very  much  altered ;  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to 
'  confider  how  things  were  formerly,  but  how  they 
'  are  at  prefent,  and  fo  ad  as  they  find  them.'  The 
Earl  o^ Scarborough  was  replied  to  by  the  Lord  Lonf- 
dale,  who  was  backed  by  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield. 
The  Duke  of  Newcafile  having  anfwcred  them,  the 
Lord  Bathurfi  replied  to  his  Grace ;  upon  which 
the  Lord  Townjhend  fpoke  again,  and  was  fupport- 
ed  by  the  Lord  Vifcount  Falmouth.  To  thefe  two, 
the  Lord  Lechmere  and  Earl  Strafford  replied,  but 
they  were  anfwered  by  the  Lords  Trevor  and  Har- 
court.  At  lafl,  the  queflion  being  Hated  upon  the 
Lord  'Trevor's  motion,  viz.  Whether  the  farther 
confideration  of  the  order  of  the  day  fhould  be  ad- 
journed to  that  day  month  ?  It  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  a  majority  of  69  voices  againft  31, 

Die  Mercurii  20  Apr  His  ^    1726. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into 
confideration  that  part  of  the  printed  votes  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  of  the  24th  of  March ^  ^7'^ 5'% 
purporting  to  be  a  meflage  to  that  houfe  from  his 
Majefty,  under  his  royal  fign  manual. 

And  the  fame  being  read  by  the  clerk,  it  was 
propofed  to  adjourn  the  farther  confideration  there- 
of for  a  Month. 

After  debate,  the  queflion  was  put.  Whether  the 
farther  confideration  of  the  faid  order  of  the  day 
Ihall  be  adjourned  to  this  day  month  ?  It  was  re- 
folved  in  the  affirmative. 

DiffentientJ* 
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Dijfentient.* 
I.  T5Ecaufe  we  conceive  the  fubjed:  matter  of  this 

XJ  debate  to  be  of  fo  great  confequence  to  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  to  the  honour  of  this  houfe,  to, 
the  conilitution  of  Parliament,  and  to  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  kingdom,  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  poftponed  at  all,  much  lefs  for  fuch  a  length 
of  time.  It  mud  be  for  the  fervice  and  fupporc 
of  the  crown  to  have  the  advice  of  both  houfes  of 
Parliament  upon  all  occafions  -,  and  as  the  meflage 
taken  notice  of,  was  only  fent  to  the  houfe  oi  Com- 
mons, there  has  hitherto  been  no  comm.unication 
with  this  houfe  thereupon,  tho*  it  contains  matters 
of  the  higheft  importance  ^  and  we  conceive,  that 
it  tends  to  undermine  the  very  foundation  of  this 
houfe,  v/hen  the  lower  houfe  is  alcne  advifed  with, 
upon  any  matter  which  concerns  the  intereit  of  the 
whole  kingdorn, 

II.  As  this  houfe  has  always  been  efteemed  the 
hereditary  and  perpetual  guardians  of  the  liberties 
and  properties  of  the  people,  they  ought  not  to  be 
excluded  from  giving  their  advice,  in  ail  matters 
of  public  concern  ;  and  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
England  areg  as  we  apprehe|)d,  invaded,  whenever 
they  are  deprived  of  the  afTiftance  of  this  houfe  of 
Parliament,  without  whom  no  aids  can  be  given  to 
the  crown,  nor  no  taxes  impofed  on  the  people  y 
therefore,  as  we  conceive,  this  meflage  (being  fent 
to  the  houfe  of  Commons  only)  tends  to  fubvert 
thofe  rights.  We  think  this  debate  fhould  not 
have  been  adjourned,  left  any  inference  fhould  be 
drawn  from  this  dilatory  proceeding,  that  this  houfe 
is  not  as  jealous  of  their  rights  and  privileges  at 
this  tim.e,  and  as  much  determined  to  fupportthem^ 
^s  any  of  their  anceftors  have  formerly  been. 

in. 
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III.  Since  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  it  is  an  in- 
herent and  fundamental  right  in  this  houfe,  to  alter 
and  amend  all  money  bills  which  come  from  the 
Commons,  we  cannot  but  apprehend  alfo,  that  all 
demands  of  fupply  fhould  come  from  the  Throne 
in  this  houfe  of  Parliament,  according  to  ancient 
ufage  ;  and  we  conceive  all  other  methods  of  de- 
manding fupplies,  are  new,  and  muft  be  danger- 
ous to  the  conftitution. 

IV.  Becaufe  there  is  an  expreflion  in  the  melTage, 
which  we  apprehend  to  be  intirely  unprecedented, 
and  never  before  ufed  in  any  meffage  to  the  houfe 
of  Commons :  The  appellation  of  Parliament  be- 
ing given  to  them,  feparately  from  this  houfe;  and 
therefore,  left  any  miftake  of  this  kind  fhould  be 
attended  with  fuch  ill  confequence,  as  to  encourage 
evil  Minifters  hereafter  to  a  total  negledt  of  this 
houfe,  we  conceive,  that  proper  notice  fhould 
have  been  taken  of  it  immediately,  without  defer- 
ring; the  farther  confideration  thereof  for  a  month. 


Scarfdale, 

Aberdeen, 

Warrington, 

Strafford, 

Coventry, 

Boyle, 

Craven, 

Compton, 

Bathurft^ 

Litchfield, 

Exeter, 

Gower, 

Ajhhurnham, 

Bruce, 

Montjoy, 

Uxhridge, 
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The  ffth  fejjion  of  the  fecond  Septennial  Par- 
liament. 

ON  the  17th  o^  January  his  Majefty  came  to 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robes 
feated  on  the  Throne,  with  the  ufual  folcmnity,  Sir 
William  Sander fon^  Gentleman -uHier  of  the  black- 
rod,  was  fent  with  a  mefTage  from  his  Majefty  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  commanding  their  attendance 
in  the  houfe  of  Peers ;  the  Commons  being  come 
.thither  accordingly,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  (by the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor)  to  make  the 
following  moll  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes. 


TheKing»s  <  "y  Acquainted  you  laft  year  with  the  treaties  of 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

X^  peace  and  commerce  concluded  between  the 

*  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain.  As  that  fudden 
'  and  unaccountable  conjundlion  gave,  at  the  firft 
'  appearance,  juft  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  apprchen- 
'  Oon  to  the  neighbouring  powers  q{ Europe^  the  fub- 
'  fequent  proceedings  and  tranfadions  in  thofe  two 

*  courts,  and  the  fecret  and  offenfive  alliances,  con- 
'  eluded  between  them  about  the  fame  time,   have 

*  laid  the  foundations  of  a  mod  exorbitant  and  for- 

*  midable  power,  and  are  fo  diredly  levelled  againft 
'  the  mod  valuable  and  darling  interefts  and  privi- 
^  leges  of  this  nation,  that  we  muft  determine  either 
'  tamely  to  fubmit  to  the  peremptory  and  unjuil 
'  demands  of  the  King  of  Spain^  in  giving  up  Gi- 

*  hr altar ^  and  patiently  to  acquiefce  in  the  Emperor's 
'  ufurped  and  extended  excrcife  of  trade  and  com- 
'  merce,  or  muft  refolve  to  be  in  a  condition  to  do 
'  ourfelves  juftice,  and  to  defend  our  undoubted 
'  rights  againft  thefe  reciprocal  engagements  en- 

*  tcred  into,  in  defiance  and  violation  of  all  na- 

*  tional  faith,  and  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 

'  I  have  like  wife  received  information  from  diffe- 
'  rent  parts,  on  which  I  can  intirely  depend,  that  the 

*  placing 
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'  placing  the  Pretender  upon   the  Throne  of  this 
'  kingdom  is  one  of  the  articles  of  the  fecret  engage- 

*  ment-,  and  if  time  Ihall  evince,  that   the  giving 

*  up  the  trade  of  this  nation  to  one  power,  and  67- 

*  br altar  and  Fort-mahon  to  another,  is  made  the 

*  price  and  reward  of  impofing  upon  this  kingdom 

*  a  Fopilh  Pretender,  what  an  indignation  muff  this 
'  raife  in  the  brealt  of  every  Proteftant  Briton  ! 

'  Nor  were  chefe  tatal  combinations  confined  to 

*  thofe  parts  of  the  world  alone,  but  they  extended 

*  themfelves  into  Rujfm  -,  and  had  not  the  defigns 

*  of  that  court  againft  fome  of  their  neighbours  been 
'  prevented  by  the  leafonable  arrival  of  our  fleet  in 

*  thofe  feas,  a  way  had  been  opened  for  invading 
'  thefe  kingdoms,  and  giving  a  powerful  afliftance 

*  to  any  attempt  to  be  made  from  other  quarters. 

'  Such  circumftances  w^ould  not  futFer  me  and  my 
<  Allies,  among  whom  there  has  been,  and  is  the 
'  moil  perfedc  harmony,  union,  and  concert,  to  be 
'  idle  fpedators,  and  regardkfs  of  our  own  fafety, 
'  and  the  common  caufe  of  Europe ;  for  which  pur- 
'  pofe  his  moft  Chriilian  Majefty  has  been  afa  great 
'  expence,  this  laft  year,  in  augmenting  his  forces-, 

*  and  the  States  General,  fenfible  of  the  imminent 
'  danger,  have  not  only  acceded  to  the  defenfive 
'  alliance  concluded  at  Hanover ,  but  have  come  to 
'  ftrong  and  feafonable  refolutions  for  an  extraor- 
'  dinary  augmentation  of  their  forces  both  by  fea 
'  and  land.  The  accefTion  of  the  crown  of  Sweden 
'  is  in   fuch   a  forwardnefs,  and  the  negotiations 

*  with  the  crown  of  Denmark  are  fo  far  advanced, 
«  that  we  may  reafonably  depend  upon  the  fuccefs 
'  and  good  effedl:  of  them. 

'  This  lliortviewof  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs 
*-  will,  I  am  confident,  not  only  fecure  to  me  the 
'  fupport  and  afliftance  of  my  Parliament,  in  carry- 
'  ing  on  this  great  and  neceffary  work,  in  conjunc- 

*  tion  with  my  Allies ;  but  juflify  the  meafures  hi- 
'  therto  taken,  and  the  expences  already  made. 

'  The 
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*  The  confidence  you  repofed  in  me  laft  year,  has 
'  been  made  ufc  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  public;  and 

*  as  the  chief  article  of  exceeding  has,  by  my  e- 
'  quipping,  and  fending  to  fea,  three  confiderable 
'  fquadrons,  fallen  upon  the  hectd  of  the  navy,  I  am 

*  perfuaded  the  necefTity  of  the  fer voices,  and  the 
'  fecurity,  advantage,  and  glory  that  has  accrued  to 

*  this  nation  from  thofe  fquadrons^  will  fufficiently 

*  fpeak  for  themfelves,  as  long  as  both  friends  and 

*  foes,  vv^ith  joy,  or  concern,  confefs  they  have  {qcii 

*  and  felt  the  EfFeds  of  the  naval  power  of  Great 
'  Britain.  •:i'y^^^\i:,rr- 

*  It  is  not  to  'be  wondered  at,  that  the  Princes 

*  ingaged  in  thefe  Enterprizes,  are  very  much  dif- 

*  turbed  to  fee  their  projeds  rendered  abortive : 

*  The  King  of  Spain.,  impatient  of  the  difappoint- 

*  ments  he  has  met  with,  can  no  longer  difguife 
'  that  enmity  to  us,  which  for  fome  time  he  has  only 

*  waited  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  declare. 

*  He  has  now  ordered  his  Minifler  refiding  here,  to 
'  depart  immediately  from  this  country,  leaving  a 

*  memorial,  that  is  little  fhort  of  a  declaration  of 
'  war,  wherein  he  again  demands  and  infills  upon 

*  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar.  He  does  not  himfelf 
'  deny  the  offenfive  alliance,   nor  his  ingagements 

*  to  fupport  the  Ofiend  company  :  He  makes  my 

*  recalling  thofe  fquadrons,  which  his  condud  had 
'  put  me  under  a  neceflity  of  fenr!ing  to  the  tVeJi- 

*  Indies.,  and  the  coaft  of  Spain^  the  condition  of  any 

*  farther  correfpondence  i^etween  the  two  crowns  ; 
'  and  fuppofing  the  continuance  of  my  fleets  abroad 
'  to  be  adlual  hoftilities,  threatens  to  repel  them 

*  with  force,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

*  Bur  not  content  with  thefe  menaces,  infults,  and 

*  infra6tions  of  treaties,  his  Citholic  Majefty  is  now 

*  making  preparations  to  attack  and  befiege  Gibral- 

*  tar  ;  and  in  order  to  carry  on  that  fervice,  or  to 
^  cover  another  dcfign,  has  aiTcmbled  a  great  body 

'  of 
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'  of  troops  in  that  neighbourhood:  But  as  the  pre- 
'  fent  ftate  and  condition  of  that  garrifon,  with  the 

*  reinforcements  I  have  ordered  thither,  give  me 

*  little  caufe  to  apprehend,  or  my  enemies  to  hope 

*  for  fuccefs  in  that  undertaking,  the  certain  and 

*  undoubted  intelligence  I  have,  that  it  is  now  re- 

*  folved  to  attempt  an  invafion  upon  thefe  kingdoms 

*  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  by  an  embarkation 

*  from  the  coaftsof^"^^/;/,  gives  me  reafon  to  believe, 

*  that  tho*  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  may  probably  be 

*  undertaken,  the  public,  avowed,  and  immenfe 

*  preparations  made  for  that  purpofe,  are  chiefly  ca^- 
'  culated  to  amufe  the  world,  and  to  difguife  the  in- 

*  tended  invafion,  which  I  am  furely  informed  has 

*  been  for  fome  time  agreed  to  be  the  firfl  ftep  and 

*  beginning  of  the  long  premeditated  rupture. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  Thefe  confidcrations  mufl  awaken  in  you  all 

*  fuch  a  fenfe  of  our  common  and  immediate  danger, 
'  as  will^  I  doubt  not,  infpire  you  with  a  zeal  and 
'  chearfalnefs  in  raifmg  the  fupplies  necefTary  for  the 

*  defence  of  your  country,  and  for  making  good 
'  our  engagements  with  our  Allies. 

*  I  received  too  much  fatisfadlion  from  the  happi- 

*  nefs  of  my  people,  in  their  full  enjoyment  and 

*  future  profpc6t  of  peace,  eafe,  and  profperity,  not 
'  to  be  fenfibly  afFedled  with  thefe  new  convulfions, 
'  and  the  unavoidable  necefTity  I  am  under,  of  afk- 

*  ing  larger  fupplies  of  my  people,  and  of  defiring 
'  to  be  enabled  to  make  fuch  an  augmentation  of 

*  my  forces,  by  fea  and  land,  as  the  prefent  exi- 

*  gency  of  affairs  requires. 

*  I  will  order  the  proper  eftimates  to  be  laid  be- 

*  fore  you,  and  fuch  treaties  as  I  have  made  with 

*  foreign  Princes  for  the  hire  of  foreign  troops;  and ' 

*  as  the  expence  I  was  laft  year  intruded  to  make, 

*  has  amounted  to  no  confiderable  fum,  and  the 

Vol.  IX,  .     Q^  *  public' 
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*- public  utility  may  again  require  the  like  fervices 
<- to  be  performed,  I  hope  you  will  again  repofc 

<  the  fame  trufl:  and  confidence  in  me. 

«•  It  is-  with  great  pleafure  that  I  fee  the  tim-e  fo 
^  near  approaching,  when  fuch  a  confiderable  addi- 
*-  tion  will  be  made  to  th^  finking  fund :  Let  all  thaC 
^  wifh  well  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  my  govern- 
'  ment,  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  fee,  that  our  prefent 
«  neGeflities  fhall  make  no  interruption  in  the  pro* 
^  grefs  of  that  defirabic  work,  of  gradually  dif- 
^  charging-the  natbnal  debt :  I  hope  therefore  you 
^  will  make  a  provifion  for  the  imtBediate  appiica- 

*  tion  of  the  prodirce  of  the  feking^^fund,  to  the 
^  ufes  for  which  it  was  fo  wifely  contrived^  and  to 
®  which  it  iands  now  appropriated. 

3^  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
^  I  have  had  no  thoughts  of  making  any  acquifi- 
«  tions  to  any  Part  of  my  dominions  ^  my  whole 

*  care  and  concern  has  been  to  preferve  and  main- 

*  tam?  the  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of  my 

*  people  'y  and  therefore  all  my  tneafures  have  been 
«  preventive  a^nxi  defenfive :  But  flK^h  endea^vours 
^  being  now  rendered  knpradicabie,  vigorous  uefb* 
«•  lutions,  and  a  fpeedy  execution  of  them,  can  alone 

*  put  an  effedual  end  to  the  dangers  that  forround  us. 
«-  However  hazardous  and  defperate  the  enter  prizes 

<  formed  againft  us,  may  appear  to  be,  your  beingaf- 

*  fured  that  they  are  refolved  upon^  will,  I  am  per- 

<  fuaded,  befufficient  to  prevail  upon  you,  to  put  your 

*  felves  in  a  condition  to  refift  and  defeat  them. 

^  If  preferving  a  due  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 

*  if  defending  the  pofTeiTions  of  the  crown  of  Great- 

*  Brit  am  ^  of  infinite  advantage  and  fecurity  to  our 
^  trade  and  commerce,  if  fupporting  that  trade  and 
*-commeFce  againft  dangerous  aiKi  unlawful  en- 
^  croachments,  and  if  the  prefent  eftabliflimenty  the 
^religion,  liberties,;  and  properties,  of-.a-  Proteftant 
'^  people^  are  any  Ighger  confiderations  worthy, of 

*^tke: 
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*  the  care  and  attention  of  a  BritiJJj  Parliament,  I 
'  need  fay  no  more  to  incite  my  loyal  and  faithful 

*  houfes  of  Parliament,  to  exert  themfelvos  in  the 

*  defence  of  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  chem. 

The  King  being  withdrawn,  the  Lords  refolved 
to  prefent  an  iddrefs  of  thanks  to  hisMajcfty,  which 
being  immediately  drawn  up,  reported  and  agreed 
to,  was  next  day  (January  18)  prefented  by  the 
whole  houfe  to  his  Majefty,  as  follows,  viz. 

Mqfi  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  TJIfE  your  Majefty's  m.oft  dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefsof 

'    VV     fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  L^^dt"^'*^^ 

*  in  Parliament  aflembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  re- 

*  turn  your  Majefty  our  hearty  thanks  for  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

*  We  cannot  but  efteem  ourfelves  in  duty  bound 
'  moft  humbly  and  gratefully  to  acknowledge  your 
"  Majefty*s  exceeding  goodnefs,  in  opening  to  your 

*  Parliament  a  fcene  of  the  higheft  importance  to 

*  this  kingdom.     The  world  now  muft  be  con- 

*  vinced,  that  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  have 

*  laid  the  foundations  of  fuch  an  exorbitant  and  for- 

*  midable  power,  as  may,  in  time,  overturn  the  ba- 

*  lance,  and  deftroy  the  liberties  of  Europe.     Were 

*  we  not  filled  with  the  deepeft  refentment  at  the  in- 

*  dignities  which  have  been  offered  to  your  Majefty, 

*  we  ftiould  be  unworthy  of  all  the  bleffings  we  enjoy 
'  under  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  and  excellent 
'  government.  The  invafions  made  upon  the  rights 

*  and  privileges  of  your  people,  in  the  moft  impor- 

*  tant  branches  of  their  commerce  *,  the  menaces  and 

*  infults  ufed  towards  your  Majefty ;  the  perempto- 

*  ry  demand  of  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar^  which 

*  place,  and  the  ifland  of  Minorca^  both  being  oi 

*  the  utmoft  confequence  to  your  people,  were 
«  yiejd^d  up  by  the  prefent  King  9f  Spain  himfelf, 

Qji.  *  and 
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*  and  do  indifputably  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great 

*  Britain  by  moft  folemn  treaties :  But  above  all, 
'  the  engagements  entered  into  for  placing  a  PopifH 
'  Pretender  upon    your  Throne,   muft   raife    the 

*  warmeft  indignation  in  all  thole  who  have  the  leaft 

*  fenfe  of  their  duty  to  the  beft  of  Sovereigns,  and 

*  any  regard  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  to  the  ho« 
'  nour,  intereft,  and  profperity  of  their  country. 

*  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  wife  nieafures  taken 

*  by  your  Majefty  for  preventing  the  dangers  which 

*  threatned  us ,  your  early  care  in  forming  and  en- 

*  tering  into  the  defenfivealhance,  to  which  the  ac- 

*  ceflion  of  the  States  General  has  added  fo  great 

*  weight;  the  eftablifhing  a  perfe6t  harmony,  uni- 
'  on,  and  concert  between  your  Majefty,  the  moft 

*  Chriftian  King,  and  the  States  General ;  the  fe- 

*  vera)  negotiations  which  your  Majefty,  in  con^ 

*  junction  with  your  Allies,  is  carrying  on  witfi 

*  Sweden^  Denmarky  and  other  powers  ;    and  the 

*  fhewing  the  power  and  influence  of  your  naval 

*  force,  by  the  feafonable  equipment  of  three  confi- 

*  derable   fquadrons,  are   the  apparent   caufes  to 

*  which,  next  under  God,  we  owe  the  prefervation 
'  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  preventing  the  exe- 

*  cutjon  of  thofe  deftruftive  and  unjuft  deligns,  that 

*  had  been  formed  againft  this  nation,  and  the  li- 
'  berties  of  Europe.  The  very  great  fatisfa6tion 
'  your  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  exprefs  at 
'  the  happinefs  of  your  people,  in  their  full  enjoy- 
'  ment  of  peace,  cafe,  and  profperity  ;  your  tender 

*  concern,  for  their  lake,  at  the  profpeft  of  any 
^  new  commotions,  and  your  continual  care  every 

*  where  to  preferve  and  maintain  the  undoubted 

*  rights  and  privileges  of  all  your  fubjeds,  cannot 

*  but  fill  their  hearts  with  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of 
'  their  duty,  and  raife  in  them  the  utmoft  detefta- 
'  tion  and  conten-^ptof  the  vain  im.agination  of  pla- 

*  cing  a  Popilh  Pretender  on  chc  Throne.     We  da 

'  therefare. 
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*  therefore,  at  this  important  jundure,  mod  humbly 

*  beg  leave  to  afTure  your  Majefty  of  our  fteady  and 

*  unfhaken  fidelity,  and  nothing  fhall  ever  divert 
^  or  deter  us  from   making  our  ftrongefl  efforts, 

for  maintaining  your  Majeily's  undoubted  right 
and  title  to  the  crown  of  this  realm,  and  for  pre- 
ferving  our  prefent  happy  cflablifhment :  And  we 
befeech  your  Majefty  to  believe,  that  we  will,  to 
the  utmofi:  of  our  power,  enable  your  Majefty  to 

*  make  good  all  your  engagements  with  your  Al- 

*  lies,  and  to  preferve  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  in 
'  its  utmoil  extent;  to  vindicate  your  honour,  and 
'  to  aflert  and  defend  your  right  to  Gibralt^ir^  and 
'  the  idand  of  Minorca,  which  are  of  the  greateft: 
'  importance  to  the  prefervation  of  the  commerce 

*  and  navai  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  %  and  to  main- 
'  tain  your  night  to  every  other  part  of  your  domi- 

*  nions,  againll  all  attempts  whatfoever;  and  that 

*  we  Ihall,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  concur  in  fuch 

*  proper  meafures,  as  may  efFed:ually  enable  your 
*•  Majefty,   in  conjundion  with  your   Allies,   to 

*  bring  to  reafon  all  fuch  powers,  as  fhall  at  any 
«  time  difturb  the  general  peace  and  tranquillity 
*-  of  Europe,^ 

My  Lords, 

IT'hank  ycu  heartily  for  this  very  dutiful  and  loyal  ^l  ^aje- 
addrefi ;  your  warm  concern  for  maintaining  my 
honour^  and  the  rights  of  my  crown,  and  for  prefer v~ 
ing  the  trade  of  this  kingdom^  is  afrefto  and  very  fea- 
fcnable  inftance  of  your  love  to  your  country^  as  well 
us  of  your  duty  and  affe^ion  to  me. 

Tour  approbation  of  the  fever al  meafures  I  have 
taken  for  preferving  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity^ 
and  fecuring  the  rights  and  privileges  cf  my  people 
ugainft  all  ufurpations,  gives  me  great  fat isfaoi ion. 

I  intirely  depend  on  the  many  faithful  and  affe^fio- 

nate  affnrances  you  have  given  me  in  this  addrefs  : 

Q^  3  -  Tou 
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Tou  may  as  ahfoltitely  depend  on  my  conftant  endea^ 
vours  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  all  my  people, 

Jan.  17th,  The  day  before,  the  Commons' being  returned  to 
their  houfe,  and  Mr.  S^p^^/^^r  having  reported  his  Ma* 
jelly's  fpeech,  Mr.  Onflow  moved,    '  That  an  hum^ 

*  ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
^  him  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  his  moft  gracious 

*  fpeech  from  the  Throne;  to  acknowledge  his  Ma-* 
•  ^  jefty's  goodnefs,  in  acquainting  his  Parliament  with 

*  the  feveral  proceedings  and  alliances  entered  into 
'  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain^ 

*  giving  fuch  juft  caufe  of  jealoufy  to  the  neigh- 

*  bouring  Princes  and  States,  fo  formidable  and 

*  dellrudive  of  the  true  balance  of  power  in  Eu* 

*  rope^  and  llriking  at  the  foundation  of  the  moft 

*  valuable  privileges  and  interefts  of  the  fubjedls  of 
'  his  Majefty,  and.  thofe  of  his  Allies :  To  declare 

*  the  refentment  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain^ 

*  at  the  unjuft  demand  of  the  King  of  Spain  for  the 

*  reftitution  of  Gibraltar^  and  the  unwarrantable 

*  ufurpation  of  the  Emperor,  in  ereding  and  car^ 

*  rying  on  the  Oftend  trade,  and  their  mutual  obli-. 

*  gations  to  fupport  each  other  in  thefe  unjuftifiable 
'  attempts  and  undertakings :  But  above  all,  to  ex- 

*  prefs  our  higheft  indignation  at  the  refolutions  a^jd 

*  engagements  entered  into,  for  attempting  to  place 

*  the  Pretender  on  the  Throne  of  thefe  kingdoms  ; 

*  To  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe, 
'  for  his  great  care  in  ftrengthening  his  alliances,^ 
^  and  for  employing  his  royal  fleet  fo  ufefully  for 

*  the  fecurity,  advantage  and  glory  of  this  nation. 

*  And  as  this  houfe  cannot  but  look  upon  the  mea-- 

*  fures  and  refolutions,  taken  in  oppofttion  to,  and 

*  in  defiance  of  moft  folemn  treaties,  as  tending  to 

*  an  immediate  rupture ;  humbly  to  defire  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  that  he  will  forthwith  give  the  neceflary  or- 

*  ders  for  putting  this  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  de- 

*  fence  s  and  to  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  this  houfe 

'  will 
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*  will  not  only  chearfully  and  efFtrdually  raife  the 

*  fupplies  neceflliry  for  the  prefent  exigency  of  af- 

*  fairs,  but  wiJl  Hand  by  and  fupport  his  Majcfly  iii 

*  making  good  his  engagements  with  his  Allies^  in 

*  preferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  in  de- 

*  fending  the  poflefTions  of  the  crown  of  Great 

*  Britain-^  in  fupporting  the  trade  of  this  nation  a- 
^  gainft  all  unjuftifiable  encroachments  -,  and  in  de- 

*  feating  and  confounding  all  attempts  that  fhall  be 

*  made  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  and  to  the  de- 

*  -ftrucbion  of  our  religion,  liberties,  and  properties-; 

*  and  that  this  houfe  will  apply  the  produce  of  the 

*  fmking  fund  to  its  proper  ufes ;  and  repofe  fuch  a 
^  trufl:  and  confidence  in  his  Majefty,  as  the  public 

*  utility  fhall  require,  and  his  Majefty  Ihall  find  rea- 

*  fonable  and  necefTary,  for  carrying  on  the  great 
^  work  in  which  his  Majefty  is  engaged,  for  the  in- 

*  tereft  and  fecurity  of  his  people,  and  the  common 

<  caufe  of  Europe,* 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  the  honourable  Mr. 
yohn  Finch^  and  backed  by  fome  other  members  ^ 
but  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  by  Mr.  Shippen^  Sir 
William  Wyndham^  Mv .Hunger for J^  the  Right  Hon. 
y\.Y.WUlidmPulteney^  and  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer^  who 
were  anfwered,  chiefly,  by  Mr.  Boddington^  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpole^  and  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  ^^- 
hert  IValpole^  fo  that  the  debate  lafted  from  two  6' 
dock  in  the  afternoon,  till  paft  eight  in  the  evening. 
The  main  objedions  in  general  were,  '  That  the 

*  matxer  of  peace  and  war  is  of  the  greateft  weight 

<  that  can  fall  under  the  confideration  of  that  affem- 
«  bly  ;  That  as  his  Majefty*s  fpeech  contained  many 

*  points  of  the  bigheft  moment  and  importance,  fo 
*■  no  doubt,  kis  Majefty,  in  his  great  wifdom  and 
^  goodnefs  towards  his  people,  expected,  on  this  oc- 

*  cafion,  not  only  the  fupport,  but  likewife  the  ad- 

*  vice  of  that  houfe:  That,  in  order  thereto,  they 
^  ought  maturely  to  deliberate  on  thofefeveral  heads, 
^  which  could  ViOi  be  done  before  feveral  papers  were 

'0^4  *  com- 


232  Parliamentary    A.1727^ 

^  communicated  to  them,  that  feemed  abfolutely  ne- 

*  celTary  toftate  fome  fads  relating  to  thofe  weighty 

*  matters :  That  the  motion,  as  it  was  drawn  up,  im- 

*  plied  an  approbation  of  meafures  taken  to  prevent 
'  dangers  ^  which  feemed  prepofterous  before  they 
^  knew  either  what  thofe  nieafures  were,  or  whether 

*  thofe  dangers  were  real.  That  therefore  they  ought, 

*  for  the  prefent,  to  content  themfelves  with  return- 

*  ing  his  Majefty  the  moft  humble  thanks  of  the 

*  houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech,  with  afluran- 

*  ces  of  fupporting  his  Majefty,  in  all  juft  and  ne- 

*  ceffary  meafures ;  and  appoint  a  day  for  taking 

*  the  faid  fpeech  into  confideration.' 

A  gentleman,  in  particular,  took  notice  qf  the  unr 
fteddinefs  of  our  counfels,   urging,    '  That  of  late 

*  years  our  meafures  had  been  in  a  perpetual  fluduar 

*  tion  •,  that  PeneloperlikGy  we  were  continually  wea- 
*~  vingand  unravelling  the  fame  web;  one  time  rai- 
'  fing  up  the  Emperor  to  deprefs  France^  and  now 

*  we  were  for  depre(Iing  the  £mperor,  which  could 

*  not  be  done  without  aggrandizing  Fr^«r^,  which, 

*  in  the  end,  may  make  the  latter  too  powerful :  Sp 
'  that  at  th  is  rate,underpretence  of  hold  ing  thebalance 

*  oi Europe^  we  fhould  be  engaged  in  continual  wars. 

Another  faid,  '  That  the  dangers  with  which  we 

*  were  threatened,  were  not,  in  his  opinion,  fo  great, 
'  as  they  were  by  fome  people  reprefented  to  be : 

*  That  the  Czarma^s  and  the  King  of  Spam's  defigii 

*  of  invading  us  with  five  or  fix  men  of  war,  feemed 

*  altogether  romantic,  fince  fuch  a  projeft,  may,  at 
'  any  time,  be  defeated  by  our  ordinary  guardftiips, 
•^  much  more  when  we  had  fuch  ftrong  fleets  at  fea: 

*  That  therefore  the  fears  of  the  Pretender  were 
"^  groundlefs  and  chimerical,  and  he  could  not  tell 
'  how  they  could  bring  him  over,  unlefs  They  hor- 
'  roired  Captaifi  G\A\i\^x's  f.oating  ijland.  As  to  the 
•^  OJlend  company,  be  owned  it  to  be  a  national 
^  concern,  and  a  very  juft  motive  to  a  war  with  the 
'  Emperor  ,  but  that  it  had  been  an  eafy  matter  to 

'  iiip. 
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^  nip  that  projedl  in  the  bud :  For,  if  he  was  rightly 
^  informed ,  ten  thoiifand  pounds  would  have  prevailed 
^  with  the  Marquefs  de  Prie  to  drop  ir, whereas  now, 
^  when  that  company  has  had  time  to  get  footing 
^  both  In  Europe 2irL(\  India^  it  may  prove  a  difficult 

*  matter  to  fupprefs  it.  That  as  to  Gibraltar^  the  de- 
'  mand  of  which  was  alledged  as  a  proof  of  an  of- 
'  fenfive  alliance  between  the  Emperor  and  "Spain^  he 
'  had  in  his  pockt-t  the  purport  of  the  fecret  article 
^  relating  to  that  affiiir,  which  was  only,  That  in 
'  cafe  the  Kivg  d?/ Spain  could  produce  a  pofiilve  pro- 
^  mifefrcm  Great  Britain  to  reftore  Gibraltar,^  his  Im- 
^  perial  Majejty  would  engage  to  become  a  mediator 

*  and  guarantee  for  the  ferformance  of  fuch  aprcmife. 

*  That,  upon  the  whole  matter,  he  .hoped  things 

*  were  not  yet  brought  to  fo  defperate  an  iiTue,  but 
'  that  fome  means  of  accommodation  might  be 
'  found  out,  without  running  into  an  expenfive  war, 
^  and  augmenting  our  forces,  which,  he  was  afraid, 
^  would  prove  an  aggravation  of  crimes. 

A  third  gentleman  faid,  'That  if  the  dangers  they 
^  were  threatened  with,were  fo  real  and  fo  imminent 

*  as  fome  people  pretended,  he  would  be  one  of  the 

*  foremoft  in  themoft  fpeedyand  moll  vigorous  refo- 

*  lutions.  But  that  he  thought  thofe  dangers  yet  ex- 
^  tream  diftant,  to  fay  no  more.  —  That,  indeed, 
^  fome  foreign  princes  may  make  a  political  ufe  of 
^  the  Pretender,  :is  d,  ft  ate  bug-bear  to  frighten  and  a- 

*  larm  us,  and  thereby  endeavour  to  make  us  fub- 
^  fervient  to  their  ambitious  defignsi  but  that,  in  his 

*  opinion,  his  intereft  was  never  fo  low,  nor  his  party 
^  fo  inconfiderable  and  fo  defpicable,   as  at  pref.nt, 

*  and,  therefore  in  this  day's  debate,  he  ought  to  be 

*  left  Intirelyoutofthequeftion.  Thathewasappre- 
'  henfive  the  acquifition  of  fome  dominions  abroad 
^  had  fown  the  it^ds,^  and  were  the  true  caufes  of  the 

*  divifions  and  diftradlions,  which  now  threaten  the 
'  general  tranquillity  o^ Europe,  by  drawing  us  into 
'  unaccountable  compliances  for  theEmperor,oo  the 

'  one 
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*  one  band,  and  into  a  promife,  at  lead  a  conditional 
'*  one,  for  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar  on  the  other 
«  hand :  Both  which  had  brought  us  at  laft  into  the 

*  prefent  difficulties. 

To  thefe  it  was  anfwered  in  general,   '  That  the 

*  eyes  of  all  ChriJtendo:n^  were,  at  this  critical  junc- 

*  ture,  fixed  upon  the  Brittjh  Parliament, v/hofe  refo- 

*  lutions  had  ever  a  great  and  jull  weight  and  influ- 

*  ence  in  all  the  affairs  of  Europe  :  And  the  feafon  of 
^  the  year  being  fo  far  advanced,  they  ought  not  to 

*  flip  the  firfl  opportunity  that  oflfered,  to  give  his 

*  Majefty  the  flrongeft  aifurances  of  fupporting  him 

*  in  all  the  engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  his 
^  allies^  and  in  the  meafures,  thatfhall  be  judged  ne- 
'  ceflary,  for  fecuring  the  rights  and  interefls  of  his 
'  fubje<5ts,  and  the  common  caufe  of  Europe.  That 
'  delays  were  often  dangerous,  and  might  be  fatal  in 
^  the  prefent  fltuation  of  affairs,  which  required  vi- 

*  gorous  and  fpeedy  refolutions,  both  for  the  encou- 

*  ragement  of  our  friends,  and  the  perfeidling  fome 
^  alliances,  that  were  already  in  great  forwardnefs  ; 

*  and  for  the  difcouragement  of  our  enemies,  who 
«  had  already  blocked  up  Gibraltar^  and  threatened 

*  it  with  a  fiege.    That  the  meafures  that  had  been 

*  taken,  were  but  a  confequence  of  the  lafl  year's 

*  refolutions,  which  that  houfe  had  come  to,  after 

*  a  full  examination,  and  mature  confideration  of 

*  the  flate  of  affairs,  then  laid  before  both  houfes 

*  byhisMajefty:  But  that  however,  fuch  an  addrefs 

*  as  was*]propofed,   did  not  preclude  a  farther  in- 

*  quiry  into  thofe  matters. 

'  That  as  to  the  unfteddinefs  of  our  ,cpunfels,  it 
'  had  often  been  matter  of  complaint;  but  that  it  was 

*  the  unavoidable  refult  of  our  fltuation,  which  puts 

*  on  the  neceflity,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  gives  us 
*-  the  prerogative  of  holding  the  balance  of  power  in 

*  Europe.  But  that  befides  the  preferving  of  that  ba- 

*  lance,  which  was  in  great  danger  of  being  deftroyed 

*  by  the  conjundtion  of  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 

'  Spainy 
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*  Spain^  and  the  intermarriages  of  their  ilTue,  we 
'  had  an  intimate  and  immediate  concern  in  mtfin- 

*  taining  our  invaluable  rights  and  privileges   of 
^  commerce,  which  had  been  notorioufly  invaded  ; 

*  and  in  defending  our  pofTeflions  of  Gibraltar  and 

*  the  ifland  of  Minorca^  which  we  had  acquired,  in 

*  lawful  war,  at  a  vafl  expenge  of  blood  and  trea* 

*  fure,  and  which  had  been  yielded  to  us  by  fcveral 

*  folemn  treaties. 

'  As  to  the  promife  of  reftoring  Gibraltar  to  thft 

*  King  o^  Spain ^  Sir  Robert  fFalpoleMd,  That  fuch 

*  a  promife  not  having  been  made,  while  he  had  the 

*  honour  to  be  in  the  adminiftration,  he  could  fay  no- 
^  thing  to  it:  That  if  fuch  a  promife  was  ever  made, 

*  he  durft  aver,   that  it  was  conditional,  and  made 

*  void  and  invalid  by  theKingof  *S^^/;i5's  refufing  to 
^  comply  with  the  conditions  on  which  it  was  made; 

*  and  that  whenever  theperformance  of  that  promife 

*  was  mentioned  to  him,  as  infifled  on  by  the  King 

*  of  Spain,  he  alway  delivered  it  as   his  fixed  and 

*  pofitive  opinion,  Tbat  Gibraltar  could  not  b^  given 

*  up  without  the  confent  of  Parliament,  As  to  theO^ 
♦7^^;2^conipany,whichagentlemanfuggefted, might 

*  have  been  nipped  in  the  bud ;  he  left  it  to  tlie  houfe 
^  to  judge,  Whether  it  had  not  been  highly  impru-. 

*  dent  ana  impolitic  in  us,  to  quarrel  with  the  Em- 

*  peror  about  it,  before  we  had  engaged  in  the  dan- 

*  ger  and  expence  of  that  quarrel,  both  France  and 

*  Holland,  who  have,  at  leaft,  an  equal  concern  with 

*  us,  in  the  fupprefTing  of  the  OJiend  trade. 

'  As  to  the  danger  of  an  invafion  in  favour  of  the 

*  Pretender,  fuch  early  meafures  had  been  taken  to 

*  defeat  it,  that  he  hoped  by  this  time,  it  was  pretty 

*  well  over:  But  that  befides  the  glaring  appearances 

*  of  enmity  to  his  Majefty,  and  of  favour  and  coun- 
<  tenance  to  the  Pretender's,  friends,  at  the  courts  of 

*  Vienna  and  Madrid^  his  Majefty  had  fuch  undoubt-. 

*  ed  and  concurring  evidence  of  a  formed  defign  to 

*  invade  his  dominions,  that  it  had  been  the  moft 

<  unpar-- 
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*  unpardonable  want  of  duty,  and  a  crinVin.il  lupine- 

*  ncls  m  his  minillcrs,  not  ro  take  all  polliblc  pre* 

*  c.iutions  again ll  it.    And,  in  concliifion,  as  to  any 
-   incaliircs  that  had  been  taken  many  years  aG;o,and 

*  to  which  another  p;entleman  alcribed  the  convul-- 
'  fions  which  now  threaten  the  tranquillity  o\  Eu- 
rope \  he  was  not  at  all  concerned  in  thole  mea- 

*  fures,  and  lb  could  lay  nothing  to  them  -,  neither 
were,  indeed,  fuch  remote,  and,  he  might  lay, 
groundlels  cautes,  a  proper  kibjecl  tor  their  pre- 

*  lent  conlideration.* 

This  is  the  main  hibflance  of  \vhat  was  offered 
on  both  fides,  on  this  occaiion,  and  about  eight  ot 
the  clock  in  the  evening,  the  quell  ion  being  put 
upon  Mr.  Or.fioiv^^  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  at- 
hrmative,  by  a  majority  of  251  voices  againil  Si, 
and  a  committee  w.is  appointed  to  draw  up  an  ad- 
drcis  accordingly,  which  being  the  next  day  re- 
ported and  agreed  to,  was  on  -J  bur  [day  the  19th  of 
januiir\\  prefented  by  the  whole  houfe  to  his  Ma- 
jclly,  ai  follows  ; 

Addrcfs  of  the  hcvfe  of  Cojrniicns  to  the  Kiffg, 

j\[:Jl  ^riUicus  Srccrcigfi^ 
"  ^AjTi-'^  your  Majelly's  moll:  dutiful  and  loyal 
^  V  V  fubjecls,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britdin 
*-  in  P.rliament  airembled,  return  your Majelly  our 
*•  humblell  thanks  ior  your  moll  gracious  fpeech 
^  from  the  throne. 

*  The  communication  which  yourMaielly  has  been 
'  pleafed  to  make,  of  the  proceedings  and  tranf- 
••  actions  in  Europe  for  fome  time  pail,  and  of  the 
*•  engagements  entered  into  between  the  Emperor 
*  and  the  King  ol  Sp,:in^  is  an  inllance  of  your  Ma- 
\ielly*s  linguLir  goodnels,  in  being  as  defirous  to 
"  give  your  people  all  reafonable  fatisfadion,  as  you 

*  have 
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*  have  ever  been  folicicous  for  their  good  and  wcl- 

*  fare. 

*  Wc  are  very  fenfible  of  the  fatal  tendency  of  the 
'  fudden and unaccountableconjundionbctwecn thole 
'  two  crowns-,  and  as  this  nation  has  always  looked 
'  with  jcalouseycs,  upon  the  very  beginning  of  every 
'  attempt  made  bythcirneighbourstoellablifhaconi- 
'  merce,  at  the  hazard  and  to  the  prejudice  of  our 

*  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  ;  we  cannot  but 

*  be  greatlyalarmed  to  fee  thefe  incroachnients  upon 

*  our  trade,  and  notorious  infractions  of  treaties,  ac- 
'  companied  with  a  fchemeofgreatnefsthat  lays  the 

*  foundation  of  a  mofl  exorbitant  power,  which,  if 

*  not  timely  oppofed,  and  withflood  with  vigour  and 
'  refolution,  may  become  formidable  to  all  Europe^ 

*  and  enable    the  agreffors,  without    controul,  to 

*  maintain  their  unwarrantable  attempts. 

'  Nor  can  we  at  all  doubt  of  the  fpirit  and  defign 

*  of  this  new  friendfhip  and  alliance,  when  we  lee 
*■  it  cemented  by  mutual  obligations  for  fupporting 

*  one  of  the  contrac^ling  powers  in  the  unjulUfiable 

*  and  ufurped  exercife  of  the  Oftend  trade,  at  the 
'  fame  time  that  a  peremptory  demand  is  made  and 

*  infilled  upon,  by  the  other,  for  the  reititution  of 

*  Gibraltar^  a  place  of  fuch  importance  to  the  trade 
'  of  this  kingdom. 

'  But  the  confideration  that  creates  the  higheft  re- 

*  fentment  in  your  faithful  Commons,  is,  to  fee  that 

*  whenever  the  ambition  of  foreign   princes  leads 

*  them  to  afpircand  grafp  at  exorbitant  power,  or  to 

*  acquireandpolTefsthcmfelvesot  any  valuable  rights 
'  and  privileges  belonging  to  the  fubje6ts  of  your 

*  Majeity  and  your  allies,   all  guarantees,  ;ind  the 

*  moltfolcmn  engagements  of  fiith  and  gratitude  to 
'  yourMajcily,  purchafed  by  the  blood  andtreafurj 

*  of  this  nation,  are  cancelled  and  forgot;  and  it  is 
'  vainly  imagined  th^t  your  Majefty  mull  either 
'  tamely  lubuur,  and  patiently  acquiefce,  under  the 
'  greatelt  indignicics  and  injuries  to  your  crown 

'  and 
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'  and  people,  or  be  infulted  with  menaces  and  pro-*- 

*  je6ls  in  favour  of  a  P^/)^  Pretender. 

'  But  your  Majefty's  loyal,  faithful,  and  afFedlio- 

*  nate  fubjeds^  the  Commons  of  Great  Brilam^  fen- 

*  fible  of  the  ineftimable  bleflings  they  enjoy  under 
^  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  and  happy  govern- 

*  ment,  have  too  great  a  regard  to  the  honour  and 

*  dignity  of  your  crown,  and  too  much  abhorrence 

*  and  deteftation  of  the  abjured  Pretender^  to  fuffer 

*  thefe  vain  terrors  to  have  any  ill  effed  upon  their 

*  minds  or  deliberations* 

*  It  is  with  indignation  that  We  fee  this  injurious 
^  treatment,  and  thefe  provoking  infults  •,  and  it  is 

*  with  an  unfhaken  fidelity  and  refolution,  that  we 

*  are  determined,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to 

*  Hand  by  and  fupport  your  Majefty  againft  all  your 

*  enemies. 

*  We  muft^  at  the  fame  time,  with  all  gratitude 

*  acknowledge  your  Majefty'swifdom  and  vigilance, 

*  in  ftrengtheningyourfelf  with  the  alliance  of  pow* 

*  ers  united  in  intereft,  and  beft  able  to  withftand 
Vthe  impending  danger,  and  tp  fupport  the  common 

*  caufe  of  Europe, 

'  We  fee,  with  the  greateil  fatisfadlion,  the  naval 

*  power  of  Great  Britain  appearing  in  diftant  re- 
'  gions,  in  its  proper  luftre^  fo  ufefully  and  wifely 
'  employed  to  carry  fafety  and  protedlion  to  your 

*  own  fubjeds  and  to  your  allies,  And  to  curb  and 
'  reftrain  the  boailed  projects  of ^ the  diflurbers  of 
'  the  peace  of  Europe, 

*  And  as  we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  meafures 

*  and  refolutions  concerted  and  taken  in  oppofition  to, 

*  and  in  defiance  of  the  moft  folcmn  treaties,  as  tend- 

*  ing  to  an  immiediate  rupture:  We  humbly  befeech 

*  yourMajefty,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  forthwith  to 

*  give  the  neceflary  orders  for  putting  this  kingdom 

*  into  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  and  wt  alTjre  your  Ma- 
'  jefty.  That  we  will,  not  oi:iy  chearfully  and  effec- 

*  tually  raiie  the  fuppliesneceffary for  theprefent  exi- 
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*  gency  of  affairs,  but  will  fupport  your  Majefty  in 

*  making  good  your  engagements  with  your  allies, 

*  in  preferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  in 

*  defending  the  prefent  poiTcflions  of  the  crown  of 

*  Great  Bntain^  in  fupporting  the  trade  of  this  na- 

*  tion  againft  all  unjuftifiable  and  pernicious  in- 

*  croachments,  and  in  defeating  and  confounding 

*  all  attempts  that  fhall   be  made  in  favour  of  the 
^  PretendCi,  and  for  the  deilru6lion  of  cur  reli- 

*  gion,  liberties,  and  properties, 

'  And  that  all,  who  wiih  well  to  the  peace  and 

*  quiet  of  your  Majefty's  government,  m.iy  have  the 

*  fatisfadion  to  fee,  that  our  prefent  neceflities  fhall 

*  make  no  interruption  in  the  progref*^  of  that  defira- 

*  blework,ofgraduallydifcharging  the  national  debt, 
«  we  will  confider  of  the  mod  proper  methods,  for 

*  immediately  ..pplying  the  produce  of  the  finking 

*  fund,  to  the  ufes  for  which  it  was  fo  wifely  con- 

*  trived,  and  to  which  it  ftands  now  appropriated  ; 

*  and  will  repofe  fuch  a  truft  and  confidence  in  your 
«  Majefty  as  the  public  utility  Urnll  require,  and  as 

*  your  Majefty  fhall  End  reafonable  and  necelTary  for 

*  carrying  on  the  great  work  in  which  your  Majefty 

*  is  engaged,  for  the  intereft  and  fecurity  of  your 

*  people,  and  the  common  caufe  of  Europe, 

To  this  Addrefs  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  return 
the  following  Anfwer,  viz. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Re  turn  you  my  thanks  for  thh  very  dutiftd  andloy* 
al  addrefs :  Thejujl  fenfeyou  have  exprejfed  of  the 
prefent  pojlure  of  affairs  in  Europe,  and  the  hearty  af 
furances  you  have  given  me  of  your  fupport  in  defend- 
ing mypoffeffwnsy  and  the  rigbls  and  privileges  of  my 
people  y  as  they  art  evidences  of  your  known  zeal  and  af 
feSiion  to  my  perfon  and  government^  I  am  perfuadcd 
they  will  confirm  the  fpirit  and  vigour  of  :ry  allies y  and 
i^nvi^c-e  my  enemies  ho'w  vain  and  ill  grounded  all  their 

expe^a^ 
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expcBations  are^  of  being  able  tofticceed  in  any  at^ 
temps  to  difturb  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  in  offering 
injuries  and  infults  to  this  nation^ 

On  Monday  the  23d  of  January^  the  Commons 
refolvedto  addrefshisMajeftyforthe  accefTion  of  the 
States  General  to  the  treaty  of  i7<3;2^x'fr,  together  with 
the  feparate  articles,  if  there  were  any  5  as  alfo  for 
the  copies  offuch  memorials  and  letters^  with  the  an- 
fwers thereto,  as  pafTed  between  his  Majefly's  mini-^ 
Hers,  and  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Spain^  fince  the 
communication  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  King  o^ Spain y  to  his  Majefty  by 
the  Emperor's  minifler  :  But  a  motion  being  made 
by  Sir  William  JVyndham^  andthequeftion  being  put, 
toaddrefs  his  Majefty,  for  a  copy  of  the  memorial 
prefented  to  the  King  o^ Sweden  by  Mr.  Pointz^  his 
Majefty's  envoy  extraordinary,  relating  totheaccef- 
lion  of  the  crown  of  Sweden  to  the  treaty  of  Hano^ 
ver^  dsittd  Stockholm  tht  4.th  of  June,  1726,  As 
alfo  another  motion  being  made^  and  the  queftion 
put,  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  for  tli£  fecret  ofFenfive 
alliance  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 
Spain^  both  thefe  queftions  were  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, without  dividing. 

After  this,  the  Commons  in  a  grand  committee, 
confidered  of  the  fupply,  and  unanimoufly  refol- 
ved,  I.  That  twenty  thoufand  men  be  employed  for 
the  fea  fervice  for  the  year  1727.  beginning  the  ift 
of  January^  1726.  2.  That  tour  pounds  per  man 
per  month  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid 
2Q,ooo  men,  for  thirteen  Months,  including  the 
ordnance  for  fea  fervice  :  Which  refolutions  being, 
the  next  day,  reported,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe.  The  fame  day,  moft  of  the  papers  that 
had  been  called  for,  were  laid  before  the  houfe. 

On  Wednefdaytht2^thythe  Commons  m  a  grand, 
commitiee,  conlidered  farther  of  the  fupply,  particu-* 

l^^rly 
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larly  with  relation  to  the  land  forces  ;  and  Mr.  Pel- 
ham^  fecretary  of  war,  having  Hiewn  the  nccefTity  of 
an  augmencation  of  about  eight  thoufand  men,  dra- 
goons and  foot,  the  fame  was  warmly  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Shippcn^  Dr.  Friend^  Sir  William  IVyndham^  Mr. 
Htwgerford^  and  fome  other  gentlemen  ;  who  were 
anfwer*d  by  Mr.  Pelham^  colonel  Bladen^  Sir  Wil- 
liam Tonge^  and  General  Wade  \  fo  that  it  was,  at 
laft,  rcfolved  by  a  Majority  of  250  voices  again  ft  %c^^ 
ifty  That  the  number  of  effedlive  men  to  be  provi- 
ded, for  guards,  garrifons,  and  land  forces  for  the 
year  1727  be,  (including  1850  invalids,  and  f^c^c^ 
men,  which  the  fix  independent  companies  con- 
fift  of,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Highlands)  twenty 
fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty  three  men  ; 
idl)\  That  thefuhi  of  885,494  pounds  9  fhillings 
and  4  pence  be  granted  for  defraying  their  charge  ; 
3^/)'>  The  fumof  157,637 /.  16 s.  ^d.  forthegarri- 
fons  in  the  plantations,  Minocra  and  America^  and 
for  provifions  for  the  garrifons  of  Annapolis-Royal^ 
Placentia^  and  Gibraltar^  for  the  year  1727  •,  ^tbly. 
And  the  fum  of  30,750  /.  19  J-.  5  ^.  for  defraying 
feveral  extraordinary  expences  and  fevices  incurred, 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament  ^  which  refo- 
lutions  being  the  next  day  reported,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe.  * 

All  the  Lords  in  town  having  been  fummoned  to  ^'^f  "^  f  ^ 
attend,  on  Tuejday  the  24th  or  January y  and  being  Lords  on  his 
then  met  in  a  full  houfe,  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  /^ejfjfj^ 
read  his  Majefty's  fpeech,    which  being  done  ac-- 
cordingly,  the  Earl  of  Strafford  ftood  up  and  took 
notice,    '  That  it  contained  matters  of  the  hi2;heft  Lord  straf^ 
'  importance  and  concern  to  the  whole  nation,  and-v'^Jj^^ 
'  which  therefore  ought  to  be  maturely  weighed  and 
'  confidered,  the  rather,  becaufe  in  communicating 
^  affairs  of  fo  great  confequence  to  his  Parliament, 
'  his  Majefty  undoubtedly,  expeded  the  advice  of 
*  both  houfes  \  and,  in  particular,  of  that  illuftrious 

Vol.  IX,  R  '  affembly, 
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*  afTembly,    which  is  the  ftanding  council  of  the 

*  crown,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament.  That,  be- 
«  fides  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  feveral  papers  relating 

*  to  the  prefent  critical  jundure  has  been  laid  before 

*  them  the  Saturday  before, which  feemedto  require 
'  more  tirsie  than  they  had  been  allowed  to  examine 
*•  into  them  :  But  fmce  they  were  called  upon  it,  on 
^  fo  fhort  a  warning,  his  lordfliip  moved,  That  the 
'  houfe  might  refolve  into  a  grand  Committee,  to 
*•  take  all  thofe  important  matters  into  their  confi- 
^  deration/  This  motion  being  readily  and  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to,  the  houfe  went  into  a  grand  Com- 
mittee ;  of  which  the  Lord  Be  la  War  being  ap- 
pointed chairman,  the  clerk  was  by  his  lordlhip  di- 
rected to  read  the  titles  of  the  feveral  papers  that 
had  JDcen  laid  before  the  houfe,  confilting  chiefly 
of  letters  and  memorials  that  had  palTed  between 
the  minifters  of  Great-Britain^  Fra?icey  and  Spain^. 
and  the  adl  ofacceiTion  of  the  States  General  to  the 
Hanover  treaty. 

iLordBa-  After  this  reading, the  l^ovd B at hurjl^  opened  tke 

%ech.        debate,  and,  in  the  firil  place,  took  notice,  ^  With 

'  what  caution  and  circumfpedtion  the  States.  General" 

*  had  a6led  in  this  whole  affair.  That  they  had  not 
*■  fully  and  intirely  acceded  to  the  treaty  o^ Hanover, 
^  finee  they  had  formally  and  exprefly  excufed  and 
'  difcharged  them  felves  from  xht  general  guar  a7tty  of 
'  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  and  Oliva,  in  whieh^  they 
'  faid,  they  were  never  engaged  :  And  as  to  the  hufi- 
'  nefs  ^/Thorn,  thty  had  only  promifed  to  enyploy  their 
^friendly  offices  for  obtaining  a  reafonaUefatisfaSiion  : 
'  So  that  they  acceded  only  upon  account,  of  the  5th 
^  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Munfier^fcr  pre-^ 
*-  fervingand  niaintaining  their  rights  with  refpeof  to 

*  commerce  ;  whereas  by  the  treaty  of  Hanover ^  Great 
'•  Britain  and  France  ftood  engaged  to  guaranty  to 

*  the  Dutch^  not  only  the  5th  and  6th  articles  of  the 
'  ^^2'ic.QO^IVeftphalia^  butlikewifcthc^mfr /r^^/j, 
'  and  the  treaty  o^Olivay  in  favouF  of  tlxe  Protjrf- 

tantS' 
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'  tants  of  Germany :  And  thus,  in  jThort,  the  Dutch 
^  having  engaged  themfelves  to  nothing,what  they 

*  had  done  did  not  deferve  the  name  o^  Acceffion^  the 

*  rather,  becaufe  they  had  made  it  an  exprefs  condi- 

*  tion,That  their  Aul  of  Acceffion  fliould  be  approved 
'  andratijiedh'^t\\(t  K'lngo^ Great  Brilain,  the  mod 
'  Chriftian  King,  and  the  King  of  Prujfia  :  But 
'  tho*  this  laft  Potentate  was  one  of  the  principal 

*  contradlors.  in  the  treaty  of  Hanover^  yet  no  mcn- 
'  tion  being  now  made  of  him,  his  Lordfhip  could 

*  not  tell  what  to  make  of  it.  That  itfeems  his  mi- 
'  niflier  had  refufed  figning  the  flxid  a6l  of  accefHon, 

*  probably  upon  account  of  the  D^/r/:?excufing  them- 
'  felves  from  the  general  guaranty  :  But  let  his  rea- 

*  fons  for  receding  from  his  engagements  be  what 

*  they  would,  his.  example  might  be  of  a  very  dan- 

*  gerous  confequence  -,  for  by  a  letter  from  the  Duke 

*  de  Boiirnonville^xhQSpaniftJ  mini^QV  nK  Vienna ^\i2i^- 
'  peared.  That  they  were  not  without  hopes  at  the 

*  imperial  court,  that  France  might  thereby  think 

*  herfelf  difengaged  from  the //^;/^'z;^r  alliance  :  In 

*  which  event,   Great-Britain  alone  muft  bear  the 

*  burden  of  an  expenftve  war  with  two  of  the  greateft 

*  Potentates  ia  Europe,    That  the  Butch  receiving 

*  far  greater  advantages  than  Great-Britain  from  the 
'  Eaft-India  trade,  and  confequently  being  more 

*  concerned  than  we  in  the  fupprcflion  of  the  OJlend    • 

*  company,  they  ought,  at  leaft,  to  bear  an  equal 
'  fharewith  us  in  the  expencesof  this  war;  and  gua- 
'  ranty  tous  the  pofirefTion  o^  Gibraltar^  in  the  fame 
'  manner  as  Great-Britain  guaranties  to  them  their 
'  harrier.  That,  after  all,  his  lordfhip  did  not  fee 

*  any  juft  reafon  for  a  rupture  with  Spain.  That, 
'  indeed,  the  Duke  de  Ripper  da  might  have  dropped 

*  feme  indecent  and  indifcreet  exprefTions,  but  that 

*  he  was  known  to  be  a  hot-headed  man  ;  and 
'  Princes  have  a  right  to  difavow  the  indifcretions  of 
'  their  mini{lers,which  the  King  o^  Spain  had  done 
^  in  a  moil  folemn  manner,with  relation  IQ  Ripper - 

-    -  R  2  'da. 
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*  da.  That  'twas  well  known,  that  violent  ?7iinijiers 
'  do  many  unaccountable  things :  And  if  their  idle 

*  talk  and  foolifli  expreffions  were  ajuft  foundation 
*•  for  war,   nations  would  ever  be  at  daggers  draw- 

^'  ing.  That  for  fome  time  paft,  the  Emperor  had 
'  been  treated  here  very  cavalierly  by  fome  perfons ; 
'  and  that,  in  the  memorial  the  Marquis  de  Pozzo 
'  Bueno  left  behind  him,  at  his  departure,  it  was 

*  fuggefted,  'That  the  violent  fiate  to  which  affairs  are 
'■  now  reduced^  is  owing  to  the  minijier's  of  England, 
'  That,  in  the  fame  memorial,  mention  is  made  of 
'  d^pofttive promife  madebytheKingof  Gr^<^/-5r/Y^;^ 
^  for  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar  ;  which  could  not 
'  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  faid  without  any  founda- 

*  tion  \  and  therefore  it  would  be  highly  necefiary 

*  to  inquire,  whether,  in  reality,  fuch  a  promife  was 
'  ever  made,and  whether  anything  like  it  was  men- 
'  tioned  in  the  treaty  concluded  at  Madrid  f  That 
'  let  that  matter  ftand  how  it  would,,  all  poffible 
'  methods  of  an  amicable  accommodation  ought,  in 
'  his  opinion.^  to  be  tried  before  they  engaged  in  a 
'  war,  which,  in  our  prefent  circumftances,  might 
'  be  attended  with  very  dangerous  confequences. 
'  That  the  nation  is  loaded  with  a  debt  of  above 

*  fifty  millions. But  though  they  are  told  of  a 

'-finking  fund  applied  to  the  gradual  difcharge  of  that. 
'  heavy  burden,  yet  it  was  more  tbbe  wifhed  than 

*  expected, that  theoperationof  thatv^ifeconn^-ivance. 
'  fhould  fuifer  no  interruption,  by  the  exigencies  in- 
'  feparabic  from  a  war.  That  one  of  our  befl  ma- 
'  thcmaticians  has  foretold.  That  if  'ever  England 
'  raifes  above  five  millions  in  a  year,  itwill  infallibly 

*  be  exhauiled  and  ruined  in  a  few  years  :  Now  if, 

*  at  this  jiindlure,  we  ifliould  enter  upon  a  war,  and 
V  not  meddle  with  the  finking  fund,according  to  the 

*  fcheme  of  thofe  in  the  adminiftration,  they  mufl 
'  be  obliged  to  raife,  at  leafl,  feven  millions  a  year 
'  upon  the  people  of  £;/^tei,  the  confequence  of 
^  which  was  obvious  and  glaring  to  any  one  who  ad- 

'  mitted 
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'  mittcd  the  principles  of  that  great  mathematician. 

*  That  in  Ibmc  of  the  papers  laid  before  the  houfe, 
'*  mention  was  made  of  great  funis  of  money  diftri- 
'  buted  in  divers  places,  to  bring  fome  meafures  to 
'  bear :  That  for  his  own  part,  he  had  touched  nei- 
'  ther  Spanipj nor  En^lipj  gold He  was 

*  neither  a  Spaniard^  nor  a  Frenchman^  but  a  true 
'  EngUfbman  \  and  as  long  as  he  had  the  honour  to 
'  fit  in  that  houfe,  he  would  fpcak  and  acl  for  4:hc 
'  good  of  his  country.  That  therefore,  he  would 
'  lum  up  all  he  hadfaid,  withcarneftly  defiring  their 
'  lordlhips  ferioufly  to  confider  the  matter  before 
'  them,  which  was  of  the  laft  confequcnce  and  im- 
'  portance  to  the  whole  nation.      What,  faid   his 

*  lordfhip,  can  we  get  by  a  war,  if  it  be  a  fiiccefs- 
'  i^\  one  .?  Pil  fay  it  in  one  word,    NOTHING. 

*  — What  can  we  lofe,  if  it  be  unprofperous  ?  Til 
'  r^y  it  in  one  word,  a  fyllable,  — ALL.' 

The  Duke  of  yfr^y^5  who  ftood  up  next,  only 
took  notice  of  an  infmuationin  this  fpeech.,'  ground- 
'  ed  on  a  fond  fuggeftion  from  Duke  deBournonville^ 
'  as  if  the  court  of  France  might  think  themfelves 
'  difengaged  and  juilified  in  receding  from  the  Ha- 
'  nover  alliance,  upon  account  of  one  of  the  contracl- 
-*  ing  parties  inthaiitreaty  withdrawing  himfelffroni 

*  it :  But  that  he  might  aflure  the  houfe,  that  the 
*•  King  of  France  frood  firm  to  his  engagements, 
'  and,  in  the  courfe  of  this  whole  affair,  had  acted 
^  with  perfect  harmony  and  concert  with  his  f^r/- 
'  tannick)  Majefty.'  To  evince  which,  his  grace  de- 
fired,  That  the  clerk  might  read  the  letters,  on  the 
table,  from  Count  de  Morville^  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  mod  Chriflian  King,  to  Mr.  JValpole^  the  Bri- 
tifio  embaflador  in  France^  and  to  Signior  M.ajfei^ 
the  Pope's  Nuncio  at  Madrid,  which  were  read  ac- 
cordingly.   . 

After  this,  the  Lord  Vifcount  ^ownfioend  hWo'^td  J:"^^^/"^"" 
more  clofely,  and  anfwer'd  the  feveral  heads  of  theVpeech! 
Lord  5<j/Mr/?*s  fpeech  :  Hefaidin  fubftance^  'That 
R  ^  'the 
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^  the  treaty  of  H"^«^'z;^r  being  purely  defenfive,  had 
'  rnade  no  akeratjon  in  the  treaties  fubftfting  before, 
'  either  between  the  contrading  powers,  or  other 

*  Princes  and  States :  That  the  true  aim  and  intention 

*  of  this  alliance  was  a  reciprocal  guaranty  for  the  pro- 

*  teEiing  -and  maintaining  the  dominions  and  countries^ 

*  hoth  in  and  out  ^/Europe,  whereof  each  of  the  allies 

*  was  oMuallypffeffed^  at  the  time  oftheftgning  of  this 
*-  alliance  :  So  that  by  acceding  thereto,  the  crowns 
<  of  Great  Britain  and  France  became  guarantees  of 
«  the  5th  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Munfier^ 

*  by  which  the  Dutch  are  intitled  to  exclufive  rights 

*  and  privileges  of  trade  in  the  Eafl-Indies:  But  that 

*  this  guaranty  was  reciprocal  between  Great  Britain 

*  and  the  States  General,  fince  by  the  treaty  of  1 66j^ 

*  Spain  had  granted  to  England  the  fame  rights  and 
'  privileges  which  the  Hutch  enjoyed  by  the  faid  5th 
'  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  :   That 

*  therefore  the  fuppreffing  of  the  Oflend  company, 
'  which  manifeftly  invaded  thofe  exclufive  rights  and 

*  privileges,  was  become  a  common  caufe  between 
:               *  us  and  the  Dutch :  That  our  concern  therein  is  al- 

^  mofl  equal  to  theirs  ;  fince  our  Eafb-India  trade 
^  brings  about  300,000  /.  a  year  into  the  cuiloms, 

*  which  being  part  of  the  general  mortgage,  if  fo 

*  confiderable  a  branch  of  trade  fhould  be  loft,  that 
'  yearly  fum  v/ould  be  taken  from  the  finking  fund. 

*  That  by  former  treaties.  Great  Britain  was  gua- 

*  rantee  to  tht  Dutch  for  iht'ir Barrier  in  the  Nether- 

*  lands,  as  reciprocally,  by  the  fame  treaties,   they 

*  were  guarantees  to  Great  Britain  for  the  Protellant 
«  fucceflion.  So  that,  in  thofe  refpefts,  we  flood  no 

*  more  engaged  to  them,  than  they  to  us.  That^ 
«  indeed,  by  their  a6l  of  acceffion  to  the  Hanover  al- 
^  liance,  the  States  General  exempt  themfelves  from 

*  the  general  guaranty  of  the  treaties  of  IVefiphaliO' 

*  and  Oliva,  to  which  they  never  flood  engaged  ; 

*  but  neverthelefs,  by  the  fame  adt,  they  engage  them^ 
\  f elves  to  employ  jointly  with  Great  Br  itain^^/Z^^f  France, 

>  their 
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'  their  friendly  offices /^r  ohiainingareafonahle  fatis' 
^  f anion  and  reparation^  as  to  the  infra5fions  zvbich 

*  might  have  been  7mde  in  the  treaty  of  Oliva ;  which 

*  is  as  much  as  the  contradling  powers  have  engaged 

*  themfclves  to,  by  the  fird  Iccrct  article  of  the  treaty 
'  o^  Hanover  ;  and  is,  indeed,  as  little  as  the  Pro- 
'  teftant  ^Potentates  could  do,  in  commiferation  of 
'  the  feverities  latelycjcerciled  againft  theProtefliants 
'•  of  Thorn. That  as  to  the  idle  talk  and  indccenn 

*  exprefiions  of  Duke  Ripperda^  they  were  not  al- 
'  Jedged  as  a  juft  foundation  for  a  rupture  with 
'  Spain  ',  but  only  as  pregnant  and  corroborating 
'  indications  of  an  offenfive  alliance  between   that 

*  Prince  and  the  Eniperor,  of  which  there  were  fuch 
'  convincing  proofs,  as  left  no  room  to  doubt  it. 
'  That  as  to  the  fecret  article  of  that  alliance  in  fa- 
'  vour  of  the  Pretender,  his  Majefty  had  received 
'  from  feveral  parts,  fuch  pofitive  and  concurring 
'  informations,  that  if  the  fafety  of  the  frate  permit- 

*  ted  to  lay  thofe  advices  before  the  houfe,  they 

*  would  no  more  queftion  the  certainty  of  fuch  an  ar- 
'  tide,  than  if  they  had  been  prefent  at  the  figning 

*  of  it.  But  his  lorddiip  hoped,  that  illuPirious  af- 

*  fembly  would  not  think  any  of  his  Majefly's  fer- 

*  vants,  who  had  the  honour  to  fit  among  them, 
'  fo  audacious  as  to  tell  them  downright  untruths,  or 
'  toprefume  to  impofe  upon  their  lordlliips,  by  al- 
'  ledgingfadtsoffo  great  importance,  without  fuffi- 

*  cient  vouchers.  That  as  to  the  other  articles  of 
*-  the  fecrctoffcnfive  alliance,  relating  to  the  fupport- 
'  ing  of  the  Oftend  company,  and  the  refcitution  of 
'  Gibraltar^  the  King  6^  Spain  and  his  miniflers, 

*  were  fo  far  from  denying  them,  that,  on  the  con- 
'-  trary,  they  did  not  fcruple  publicly  to  avow  and 
'  juftify  them.  That  hereupon  his  Majelty  could 
'  not,  in  prudence,  but  take  early  and  proper  mea- 
'■  fures  to  oppofe  an  alliance  fo  directly  levelled  a- 
^  gainil  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  invafive  of  moil 
^  valuable  rights  and  privileges  acquired  to  his  fub- 

R  4  Vj"cts, 
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«  jedts,  by  dip  mpfl  folemn  treaties.  That,  at  the 
'  fame  time,  notwithftanding  thefe  high  provoca- 
'  tions,  his  Majefty  fhewed  his  inclination  and  dif- 
f  pofition  to  an  amicable  accommodation  ^  and^with 

*  this  view,  it  was  fnti mated  to  the  courts  of  Vienna^ 

*  and  Madrid^  That  if  the  Emperor  would  remove 
'  the  Oftend  company  to  Triefte^  or  any  other  place 

*  in  his  dominionsjwhichdid  not  heretofore  belong 
'  to  the  Spaniffo  monj^rchy,   Great-Britain  would 

*  quietly  acquiefce :  But  inllead  of  accepting  this 
'  propofaljthofe  two  courts  not  onlyfeemedrefolved 
'to  fupport  the  Oftend  trade,  but  Spain^  in  the  me- 
'  morial  lately  prefented  by  the  Marquis  de  Pczzo. 
^  Bueno,  infilled  on  the  fpeedy  reftitution  of  Gihral-. 
«  tar^  by  virtue  of  a  pretended  pofttive  promife^ 
^  which  exifts  no  where  ;  which  put  his  Majefty, 

*  and  the  whole  nation,  under  the  neceffity  of  a  vi- 
^  gorous  felf-defenfe.' 

Ui-6B!ng'       The  Lord  To'wnjbend  hzvmg  done  fpeaking,  the 

/o/'sfpecch.   i_^QYd  Bingley  {kood  up,  and  fupportedwhat  had  been 

offered  by  the  Lord  Bathurft^  urging,  in  fabilance, 

*  That  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs,  we 
*^ould  ufe  all  paffible  methods  to  avoid  entering 
^  into  a  V7ar,  which  might  prove  of  long  continu- 

*  ance,  and  of  which  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  bear 
'  the  main  burden,  without  any  prolpedl  of  real  ad- 
^  vantage  in  the  conclufion.  That  we  were  not  only 

*  a  divided  people,  but  involved  in  an  immenfe 
'  debt,  v/hich  could  not  be  increafed  (as  it  would 
'  infallibly  in  the   progrefs  of  a  war)  without  en- 

*  dangering  the  nation's  finking  under  the  load. 
'  That  after  all,  our  misfortunes,and.the  diftradlions 

*  that  now  threatened  the  peace  of  Europe^  were 
'  mainly  owing  to  our  flu6tuating  counfels,  andun- 

*  fleady  meafur'es.  That  after  a  long  and  expenfive 
^  but  moft  glorious  war,  we  had,  atlaff,  compaffed 
'  the  main  end  of  the  grand  alliance,  which  v/as  to 
1  give  the  houfe  o'i  Auftria  a  reafonable  fatisfadlion 

■  '  ''     <i;an4" 
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'  and  to  fettle  the  balance  of  power  in  Etfrop/^^.hcnh 
'  which  were  elfcdually  done  by  the  peace  of  {7/r<rr^/. 

*  But  that  upon  hisMajefly'saccefllon,  fome  perfons 
'  thought  it  a  merit,  and  made  it  their  bufinefs,  to 
'  exclaim  againft,  and  unravel  all  that  had  been  done 

*  in  the  former  glorious  reign.  That  in  order  there- 
'  to,  they    made    the  power  and  riches  of  Great- 

*  Britain  fubfervient  to  the  boundlefs  ambition  of 

*  the  houfe  oiAuflria  ;  and  having  in  concert  with 
'  France,  formed  the  fcheme  of  the  Quadruple  Al- 
'  liance,  put  the  Emperor  in  pofTefTion  of  the  ifland 

*  and  kingdom  of  Sicily,  which  added  to  his  other 

*  vaft  dominions,  bore  down  the  fcale  on  his  fide, 

*  and  intirely  overturned   the  balance  of  power. 

*  That  we  were  never  told, what  price,  what  recom- 

*  pence  Great-Britain  was  to  have  for  our  excefTive 

*  complaifance  to  the  Emperor,  againft  the  r^/^^/^i 

*  remonftrancesof  many,  (as  was  owned  in  a  latetrea- 
*■  tife  dcftgned  to  jnfiify  the  prefent  meafures)  that  we 

*  were  hafiening  apace  to  make  him  a  power  too  great 

*  and  too  formidable  ;  and  that  we  /hould  find  in  him, 

*  at  laft,  the  enemy  we  then  dreaded  only  in  another. 
'  Neither  was  it  yet  known,what  equivalent  Great- 

'  Britain  was  to  have  ^oxGihraltar,xki(t  reftitutionof^ 
'  which  the  moft  ChriftianKing  undertook  to  pro- 
'  cure  to  x\\t  King  of  6^^/,^,  and  which  undoubtedly 

*  the  Regent  oVFrance  would  not  have  mentioned 

*  in  the  manifeilo  againft  Spain,  unlefs  he  had  ob- 
'  tained  a  previous  promife  for  it.  That  whatever 
^  grounds  there  were  for  thefe  counfels,  the  reafon 
'  now  given  forrunning  counter  to  them,  isftill  the 
'  fame,  to  wit,  that  it  is  the  prerogative,  as  v/eJl  as 

*  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain,  to  hold  the  balance 
'  of  power  in  Europe.  That  he  did  not  abfolutely 
'  deny  this  maxim  :  But  as  it  Qiightferve  to  juftify 
'  any  rupture,  it  ought  to  be  confined  within  proper 
^  bounds:  For  if  this  prerogative  were  wantonly  ex- 

*  erted,  it  might  engage  us  in  perpetual  wars;  and, 
S  at  lafl,  prove  fatal  to  our  trade,  the  main  fpring 

'  of 
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*  of  our  wealth  and  ftrength.  That  the  Republic 
■f''*  -Cf  Venice  was  a  pregnant  inflance  of  this  truth, 
--**-  and  a  Handing  warning  to  all  trading  nations:  For, 
-'^}%Y  their  refined  politics,  and  meddling  too  far  in 
'>j*n:the  differences  of  the  great  potentates  o^  Europe, 
'^^'■under  pretence  of  holding  the  balance,  they  firft 
oi*f]ofl  their  commerce,  and  foon  after  their  greatnefs 
-^^-knd  confideration.  That  by  our  late  quarrels  with 
'r^: Spain,  that  branch  of  our  trade,  which  heretofore 
i^r was  very  confiderable,  is  almoft  entirely  loft; 

*  and  if  upon  account  of  the  unprofitable,  not  to  fay 
^-*  ruinous  trade  to  the  Eaft-Indies^'WQ  fhould  now  en- 

iv?i:gage  in  a  war  againft  the  Emperor,   it  will  en- 

^is:^  danger  the  lofs  of  the  great  and  profitable  com- 

oi^pmerce  we  drive  in  Germany :  Concluding,  as  he 

>^A  begun,  that  confideringthe  dangerous  confequence 

.-a*£:Of  a  rupture,  efpecially  in  our  prefent  circumftan- 

*'  tes,  we  ought  to  try  all  pofTible  means  to  bring 

'  matters  in  difpute  to  an  amicable  accommodation, 

-■;^  to  which  the  Emperor  feemed  not  difincline'd.' 

'   A  noble  Earl,  who  fpoke  next,  faid  only,  '  That 

*  let  our  circumftances  be  what  they  would,  we 
c^  ought  to  exert  ourfelves,  and  vigoroufly  to  main^ 
n.^  tain  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  de- 
r^!  fend  the  juft  rights  and  privileges  of  the  nation." 

i,ora  cartf.  But  thc  l^ord  Carteret  J  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^ 

ir^i'sfpeecn.  j^^^.g  clofcly  aufwctcd  the  Lord  Bingley^  urging,  in 

fubftance,  '  That  it  was  no  wonder  that  noble  Lord 

*  fo  highly  applauded  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  af- 
:  ■'  cribed  our  misfortunes  to  the  meafures  purfued  in 

'.  %^'-:  this  reign :  For  this  way  of  reafoning,  however  ill- 

on^Mgrounded,was  natural  to, and  became  well  enough, 

I  «  thofe  who  had  gone  fo  great  lengths  with  the  late 

>  Queen's  lafl  minifters.     Nor  was  it,  for  the  fame 

.  *"  reafon,  at  all  furprizing,  his  Lordfliip  Ihould  give 

*  fo  melancholy  a  prolpe6l  of  our  affairs :  Upon 
*-  which  he  would  only  obferve,  that  the  courts  of 

■MiiVienna  and  Madrid  undoubtedly  entertained  tlie 
''fame  notions  of  Great-Britain,   clfe  they  would 

'  not 
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*  not  dare  to  provoke  and  inllilt  ns  •,  to  offer  in- 
'  dignities  to  his  Majefby,  and  to  tr.^it  onr  miniftcrs 

*  with  contempt,  making  them  wait  in  an  anti- 
^  chamber  for  a  Cedula.  That,  in  his  Lordfhip's 
^  opinion,  we  ought  not  invidioufly  to  inquire  into 

*  the  fourcc  and  caufes  of  our  misfortunes,  but  confi- 
'  der  of  proper  means  to  do  ourfclvcs  juftice,  and  to 
'  make  fui cable  returns  to  his  Majefty's  goodncfs 
'  and  paternal  care,  in  laying  before  his  Parliament 
^  the  prcfent  ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe^  and  the  mea- 
'  fures  taken  to  pr'-:'vent  the  dangers  that  threatened 
'  us.  That  we  want  neidier  wealth  nor  ftrength, and 

*  he  hoped,  we  fhould  not  want  fpirit  or  rcfolution 
'  to  affert  our  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  maintain 

*  his  Majefty  and  his  royal  progeny  on  the  throne. 
'  That  the  example  of  the  Republic  of  Venice^  far 
'  from  deterring  us,  ought  rather  to  CTrcite  us  to 
'  make  our  laft  efforts  to  fupport  the  commerce  of 
^  thefe  kingdoms,  againfl  the  encroachments  made 
^  upon  it,  contrary  to  the  mod  folemn  treaties  and 
'  ftridleft  engagements :  For  the  decay  of  that  pow- 
^  erful  ftate  was  not  owing,  as  was  fuggefted,  to 
^  their  meddling  with  the  differences  among  the  po- 
'  tentates  of  Europe^  but  rather  to  the  lofs  of  the 
'  great  trade  they  carried  on  in  the Eafi- Indies,  thvo" 
'  the  Red-Sea-,  by  reafon  of  the  fettlements  which 
'  the  Portugueze,  and  after  them  the  Dutch,  and 
^  other  nations,  made  there.    That  our  fhare  in  the 

*  Eaft-lndia  trade,  is  neither  fo  inconfiderable,  nor 

*  fo  unprofitable,  as  fome  were  pleafcd  to  reprefent 
^  it.  That,  indeed,  as  that  commerce  drains  £z/rc/><f 
'  of  a  great  deal  of  filver,  and  returns  only  trifling 

*  commodities,  that  ferve  to  feed  luxury,  and  which 
'  confequently  we  might  be  without,  it  i(Vere  per- 

*  haps  to  be  wifned  that  it  might  be  intirely  laid 
'  afide :  But  that  this  fhould  be  done  by  common 

*  and  general  confent  of  all  the  kingdoms  and  ftates 

*  concerned  in  it  *,  otherwife  they  who  fhould  give 
^  it  up  would  be  obliged  to  buy  at  a  dear  rate  of 

'  them 
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.f -them  who  ihould  carry  it  on,  thofe  commodities 
'which  fafhion  and  cuftom  have  rendered  in  a 
V*  manner  neceffary ;  fo  that,  in  the  end,  the  nations 
.*.  who  fliould  preferve  that  trade  would  grow  rich 
^  and  powerful,  and  the  others  poor  and  mean  in 
^.  -proportion.     That  as  to  the  trade  to  Spain^  we 

*  have,  for  many  years  paft,  loft  a  great  part  of  it ; 

*  but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  very  much 

*  enlarged  our  dealings  with  Portugal^  which  are  far 
* 'more  advantageous  to  us.     And  as  for  our  trade 

*  to  Germany^  tho'  the  Emperor  may  cramp  and  re- 

*  ftrain  it  in  his  hereditary  dominions,  as  he  has  al- 
•^  ready  done,  by  prohibiting  feveral  of  our  com- 

*  modities  -,  that  lofs  is  inconfiderable,  fince  he  can- 
'  not  deprive  us  of  our  commerce  to  the  other  parts 
/  '.of  the  Empire,  and  the  North,  by  the  way  of 
•«  "HamhiirghJ^antzic^  and  oth^xHanfe  towns.  That, 

*  after  all,  tho'  in  many  things  he  differed  from  the 
\  noble  Lords  who  fpoke  on  the  other  fide,  yet  he 
.1 Agreed  with  them,  that  peace  is  more  eligible  than 
*!''War,efpecia]ly  for  a  trading  nation ;  and  therefore 

*  that  all  poflible  methods  of  accommodation  ought 
*ato  be  tried.  That  it  was  yet  uncertain,  whether 
"*?)rWe  ought  to  look  upon  the  Emperor  and  King  of 
^\'Sfain  a'i  Friends  or  Enemies  ?  That  the  beft  friends 

*  muy  fometimes  fall  out :   But  as  no  prince  has  a 

*  right  to  infult  and  encroach  upon  others,  the  moft 

*  cffe6tual  way  to  reftore  andeftabliHi  amity, was  to 

*  come  to  vigorous  refolutions,  and  to  put  ourfelves 
^  -  in  a  pofture  of  doing  ourfelves  juftice.' 

The  Lord  G<^r/^r^/  having  done  fpeaking,  the 
Lord  Lechmere  ftood  up,  and  in  a  long  fpeech,  en- 
deavoured to  fliew,  jfi,  '  That  we  ftand  upon  very 
*■  une^ual^  very  unreafonahle^  and  very  unjuft  terms 
'^  .with'th-e-D^/f/^,  in  this  new  alliance.  That  their 

*  adr  of  acc-effion  was  in  reality  no  acceflion  at  all, 

*  liinte  they  exclude  and  exempt  themfelves  from  the 

*  -gen^eral  guaranty  of  the -treaties  o{  Miinfier  and 
f  '-(Mlva^  and  of  any  poffeffions  in  difpute  j  whereas 

^  we 


A.  1727-         DEBATES.  z^^ 

*  we  (land  engaged  togauranty  all  their  pretenficns 
'  to  trade,  and  their  Barrier  in  the  Netherlands  ; 
'  adding,  that  the  guaranty  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva^ 
'  mentioned  in  the  iirft  feparate  article  of  the  treaty 
'  of  Hanover^  was  not  contined  to  good  offices^  fas 
'  fuggefted  by  a  noble  Lord)  but  extended  to  fee  that 
'  treaty  fupportcd^  maintained^  and  ohferved  to  all  iyt- 
'  tents  and purpofes.  idly.  That  the  King  oiPruffia', 
'  one  of  the  original  contra6ling  powers  in  the  treaty 
'  o^  Hanover y  (for  reafons  yet  unknown)  having  re- 
'  fufed  to  fign  the  faid  a6l  of  acceflion,  feemed  there- 
'  by  to  have  renounced,  or  withdrawn  himfelf  from 
'  that  alliance,  fince  by  the  7th  article  of  it,  the 
'  States  General  ^Qvt particularly  invited  to  accede  to 
'  //.  And  in  the  3^  place,  that  they  wanted  fe  vera  I 
'  lights  and  informations  relating  to  the  negotiations 

*  and  meafures  mentioned  in  his  Majeily's  fpeecb, 
'  which  were  the  fubjed  matter  of  their  prefenr 
'  confideration,  and  ought  to  be  v/ell  examined 
'  into,  before  tiiey  approved  thofe  meaHires.'  His 
Lordfhip  having  enlarged  upon,  and  enforced 
thefe  three  heads,  was  anfwered  by  the  Duke  ofyfr-. 
gyle,  and  the  Lord  Vifcount  "Townfiiend,  who,  ia 
the  conclufion,  moved,  and  it  was  refolved  in  the 
Committee,  That  the  meafures  his  Majejiy  had 
thought  fit  to  take,  were  honour  alle,  juft,  andneceffary. 

Die  Mart  is  24  Januarii  iyi6. 

The  Lord  De  la  War  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  appointed  to  take  his 
Majefly's  moft  gracious  fpeech  into  confideration^ 
^that  the  faid  Committee  had  accordingly  taken  the 
liime  into  confideration,  together  with  the  memo- 
rials  and  other  papers  referred  to  their  Lordfhips, 
and  were  come  to  the  following  refolution,  vIt., 

'  That  it  fully  appears  to  this  Committee,  upon 

*  confideration  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  and  the  iet^ 

*-  ters 
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«  ters  and  memorials  laid  before  the  houfe  by  his 

*  Majefty's  order,  that  the  riieafures  his  Majefty 
<^*^hQught  fit  to  take,  were  honourable,  juft,  and 
^'•heceflary,  for  preventing  the  execution  of  the  dan<- 

*  gerous  engagements  entered  into,  in  favour  of  the 

*  Pretender,,  for  preferving  the  dominions  belong- 
^-  ing  to  the  crown  of  Great -Britain^  by  folemntrea- 

*  ties,  and  particularly  thofe  of  Gibraltar^  and  the 
\'itandofMmorca,  andformaintainingtohispeople 
^^heir  m.ofc  valuable  rights,  and  privileges  of  com-^ 

*  merce,  and  the  peace  and  tranquillity  ot^  Europe, 
— ^'Andthe  fame  being  read  twice  by  the  clerk^  the 
queftion  was  put^  whether  to  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  faid  refolution  ?   It  was  refolved  iii 
the  affirmative. 

Content  9S. 
Kot  Content  25, 

Dijfentient.^ 
i/?.Tr^HE  refolution   of  the  Committee  being 

\^  not  only  a  juftification  of  the  meafures 
therein  mentioned,  but  tending  to  approve  the  coun- 
fels  which  might  have  been  given  to  the  crown,  re- 
iating  thereto,  we  can  by  no  means  agree,  that  it 
fully  appears  they  were  honourable,  jufl,  and  ne- 
celTary,  before  they  have  been  maturely  and  diftindlly 
confidered,  the  only  queftion  as  yet  debated  in  the 
Committee  ("except  the  refolution)  being  upon  an  ad- 
drefs  of  advice  to  his  Majefty  for  obtaining  a  farther 
fecurity  from,  and  confidence  with  his  allies,  in  cafe 
of  ^a  rupture  ;  which  addrefs  appeared  to  us  more 
feafonable  and  neceftary  in  the  prefent  conjundlurey 
than  any  vote  of  approbation  ;  we  therefore  cannot  • 
concur  in  approving  meafures  and  counfels  not^yet 
examined  into,  the  £irther  confideration  whereof 
mayi:.te  ^aifo  pxepluded.  byv^his  .^c^&^ 

Q-dly-i  The  papers  hitherto  laid,  before  the  houfe, 
in  order  to  the  confideration  of  his  Majefty 's  fpeech, 

are 
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are  fuch  only  as  concerned  the  States  General's  accef- 
fion  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover  ;  and  letters  ajid  me- 
morials fince  the  arrival  of  the  Britijh  fleets  on  the 
coafts  of  Spai/i^  and  in  America  ;  but  none  of  the 
negotiations,  or  meafures  (which  we  fiippofe  to  have^ 
been  many)  that  have  been  carried  on  between  the 
courts  of  Britain^  and  Vienna^  and  the  Northera 
powers, which  hisMajefty's  fpeechand  the  refolutioii 
alfo,  may  have  relation  to,  have  as  yet  been  com- 
municated to  this  houfe ;  but  all  thofe  meafures,  and 
many  others  (unknown,  as  we  believe,  to  this  houfe) 
are,  in  our  opinions,  intended  to  be  approved  and 
juftified  by  this  refolution,  to  which  therefore  we 
cannot  concur^  no  more  than  if  it  had  declared  the 
meafures  honourable,  juft,  and  necefTary,  which 
Ihall  hereafter  be  taken  for  the  purpofes  thereia 
mentioned. 

■  3^/)',  Although  we  rely,  in  the  moft  dutiful  man- 
ner, on  the  declaration  made  from  the  throne,  con- 
cerning a  fecret  dangerous  engagement^  for  'placing  the 
Pretender  on  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms^  yet  findings 
by  the  papers  laid  before  the  houfe,  that  any  fuch 
engagement  or  meafure,  for  puttingthe  fame  in  exe- 
cution, is  abfolutely  denied  on  the  part  of  the  crown 
of  Spain^  (one  of  the  fuppofed  parties  to  the  faid 
engagement)  we  cannot  agree  to  the  refolution,  be- 
caufe  time  may  evince,  that  the  infor^nations  his  Ma^ 
jejiy  has  received  concerning  that  engagement ^\YQrQ,  noc 
juftly  grounded ;  and  the  meafures  taken  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  it  (whatever  they  were)  not  having, 
been,  as  yet,  particularly  confidered,  we  cannot  de- 
clare them  honourable^  jujl^  and  necejjary. 

ii^thly^  We  find  it  charged  in  one  of  the  papers 
laid  before  the  houfe,  that  very  c onfider able  f urns  of 
mo?iey  have  been  fen  t  and  employed  in  France,  Holland, 
Pruffia,  Swcdcriy  and  other  places^  to  promote  and  ac- 
complifJj  the  deftgns  of  the  Bririfn  court,  y  which  infinu- 

ation. 
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atlon,  as  vile  as  we  think  it  is,  the  Committee  have 
not  yet  taken  the  fame  into  their  confideration,  tho' 
a  thorough  examination  into  the  grounds  of  that  in- 
finuation  is,  in  our  opinions,  abfolutely  necefiary  for 
the  honour  of  his  Majeliy's  government,  and  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  this  houfe;  we  cannot  therefore  agree 
to  the  refoiution  which,  as  we  conceive,  maybe  con- 
llrued  to  flop  all  future  inquiries  into  this  matter. 

^tbly^  Whatever  meafures  may  have  been  taken 
to  preferve  Gihr alter ^  and  the  ifle  of  Minorca^  yet 
we  cannot  agree  to  declare  them  honourable^  juft  and 
7iecej[ar}\  before  they  have  been  fully  confidered  in 
the  Committee  ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  v/e  find  it 
afferted,  on  the  part  o^  Spain  ^  in  one  or  more  of  the 
memorials  before  the  houfe,  that  a  pofttive  promife 
has  been  made  on  the  behalf  of  5r/to';^  for  the  refti- 
tution  ^/Gibraltar  to  Spain,  on  the  performance  of 
which  promife  Spain^  as  it  appears  to  us,  flill  infiRs: 
We  cannot  therefore  agree  to  the  refoiution,  before 
the  truth,  and  all  the  circumffances  of  that  pretend- 
ed promife,  are  thoroughly  examined  into-,  which 
promife,  if  it  fhould  appear  to  have  been  made,  as 
is  alTerted,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  highly  cri- 
minal in  thofe  v/ho  advifed  it. 

6thly^  The  meafures  taken  for  maintaining  the 
'  BritifJj  comm.erce  and  the  tranquilliry  of  Europe  have 
not,  as  we  think,  been  under  the  d i It in6t  confidera- 
tion of  the  Committee,fince  the  memorials  and  letters 
were  laid  before  the  houfe.  The  oppofitions  made, 
if  any,  on  behalf  of  Britain  at  the  court  of  Vienna  to 
the  0/i7,^i  company  are  unknown  to  us,  as  well  as 
the  circumftances  relating  to  the  late  Baltic  expedi- 
tion \  but  yet  all  thefe  matters  were  the  proper  confi- 
deration of  the  Committee  •,  for  whichend,  and  the 
other  reafons  above-mentioned, we  being  apprehen- 
five  that  the  refoiution  propofed  may  not  give  folid 
ground  of  fatisfac^tion  to  the  people  oi Great-Britain^' 

or 
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or  to  any  foreign  powers  in  alliance  with  us,  or  con- 
duce to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's  government,  or 
the  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  cannot'^'- 
gree  thereto. 


Scarfdale^ 

Bruce 

Coventry^ 

Strafford, 

Aberdeen^ 

BriftoU 

Boyic,(E.oWrrery) 

Bathurft, 

Foley^ 

Montjoy^ 

ComptoHy 

Lechmerey 

Gower, 

Wejton, 

Majhanu 

Si.  John  de  Bletfoe^ 

Oxford  z.XiA 

Mortimer^ 

After  which  a  motion  was  made,  That  an  hum- 
ble addrefs  be  made  to  his  Majefty,  reprefenting  the 
deep  concern  of  this  houfe,  on  the  profpe6t  of  the 
imminent  dangers  which  threaten  thefe  kingdoms, 
and  dWEurope,  at  this  juncture,  from  the  formidable 
confederacies  which  his  Majefty  afTured  his  Parlia- 
ment were  entered  into  between  the  courts  ofSpaWy 
Vienna,  Ruffia,  and  other  great  powers ;  whereby 
the  general  tranquillity  may  foon  be  broke,  and  Eu- 
rope engaged  in  a  new  war ;  And  it  appearing  to  this 
houfe,  from  the  atl  of  acceffwn  of  the  States  General^ 
and  the  feparate  articles  thereto  belonging,  that  their 
acceflion  is  made  upon  fever al  conditions  and  referves^ 
on  their  part,  and  particularly,  That  in  the  feparate 
article  concerning  the  commerce  from  the  Auftrian 
Low  Countries  to  the  Indies^  it  is  provided,  'That 
'  if,  on  account  of  their  ufe  of  theif  rights  of  com- 
'  merce,  or  in  hatred  of  that  alliance,  any  difturb- 
'  ance  fhould  happen,  and  his  Imperial  Majefty 
'  ftiould  fufpend  or  retain  the  payment  of  the  fubfi- 
'  dies  due  to  the  republic,  for  the  maintenance  of 
<  their  troops  in  the  places  of  the  barrier,  or  the 
'  payment  of  the  intereft  and  principal  placed  by 
'  mortgage  on  divers  funds  afllgned  by  his  Imperial 
'  Majefty,  for  the  fecurity  of  that  payment,  or  make 
'  ufe  of  any  other  kind  of  reprifals  or  ways  offeree: 
*  That  it  is  the  intention  of  the  other  contracting 

Vol.  IX,  S  *  powers 
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'  powers  to  protedland  maintain  the  States  General 

*  in  their  rights  of  commerce  to  the /«^/>j,  and  gua- 

*  ranty  them  from  all  the  confequences  which  might 

*  refuk  therefrom,  without  having  power  to  pro- 

*  ceed  by  force  againft  the  company  of  Oftend^  be- 

*  fore  the  contrading  powers   (hall   have  agreed 

*  thereon  :  And,  by  another  feparate  article,  it  be- 

*  ing  ftipulated  and  referved  to  the  States  General, 

*  that  they  fhall  continue  to  have  the  fame  liberty, 

*  with  refped:  to  every  thing  that  fhall  be  propofed 

*  to  them  by  the  contrading  powers,   upon  fuch 
<  points,  whofe  objed  Ihall  be  the  maintaining  the 

*  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  as  they  had  before 
'  their  accelTion,   without  being  bound    by  their 

*  acceflion  to  take  part  in  the  meafures  which  they 

*  ihould  not  confent  to. 

And  it  appearing  to  this  houfe.  That  his  PruJJian 
Majefty  did  not  concur  in  the  faid  acceflion  of  the 
States  General,  in  confequence  of  all  which  the 
ftrength  and  fecurity  which  the  treaty  of  Hanover 
might  otherwife  import,  in  the  prefent  unhappy 
conjun6ture,  is  much  weakened,,  and,  in  cafe  of  a 
general  rupture,  the  danger,  as  well  as  the  burden 
of  the  war  mull  fall  upon  Great  Britain^  and  the 
prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  de- 
pends on  the  continuance  of  the  friendfhip  and  af- 
fiilance  of  France  alone,  unlefs  more  efFedtual  mea- 
fures are  taken  for  that  great  end. 

And  therefore  that  this  houfe,  out  of  duty  to  his 
facredMajefty,and  from  their  unfeigned  zeal  for  the 
Mtty  of  his  government  and  the  liberties  o^ Europe y 
doth  mod  earneftly  befeech  his  Majefty,  to  make 
new  and  prefiing  inftances  with  his  Frujfian  Maje- 
fly,  and  the  States  General,  to  concur  with  hisMaje- 
fly,  and  his  other  allies,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  prefent 
critical  and  dangerous  jun6ture  requires,  and  as,  in 
the  event  of  a  war,  in  cafe  a  war  is  unavoidable,  his 
Majefty  may,  by  the  blefllng  of  God,  fecure  a  juft 

balance 
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balance  of  power  in  Europe^  as  well  as  the  religion, 
liberties,  properties  and  commerce  of  his  fubjedts. 

Which  being  objeded  to,  the  queftion  was  put. 
Whether  fuch  an  addrefs  fhall  be  made  to  his  Ma- 
jeffy  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Dijfenlient.' 

THE  addrefs  propofed  reprefenting,  as  we 
think,  the  prefent  flate  of  the  late  defenfive 
alliance  made  at  Hanover,  which ^  for  ought  appears 
to  us,  is  the  main  fupport  on  which  Britain  can  de- 
pend, befide  its  own  ftrength,  in  cafe  of  a  general 
rupture  in  Europe ;  we  thought  it  highly  neceflary, 
that  itfhould  have  pafTed  into  a  refolution,  whereby 
his  Majefly's  hands  might  have  been  ftrengthened 
in  his  future  concerts  with  his  allies,  and  fuch  far- 
ther meafures  efFedled,  as  are  neceflary  to  preferve 
his  alliances  during  the  war,  againfl  the  dangerous 
combinations  levelled  againft  Great  Britain,  and 
by  which  fuch  a  repartition  of  conquefls,  in  cafe  of 
fuccefs,  might  be  previoufly  fettled,  as,  in  the  e- 
vent,  would  prevent  the  lofs  of  a  juft  balance  of 
power  in  Europe ;  and  we  are  the  more  convinced  of 
the  necefllty  of  the  advice  propofed  in  the  addrefs, 
becauic  we  find  in  one  of  the  letters  laid  before  the 
houfe,  that  a  propofition  has  been  made  by  the 
court  of  Spain  to  the  King  of  France,  tho'  not  a- 
greed  to,  to  declare  himfclf  againft  Great-Britain, 
on  a  pretence,  (which  v/e  hope  is  groundlefs)  that  Thisrehtcj 
the  defenfive  alliance  between  Great-Britain  andl2^J^r^«. 
France  doth  no  longer  fubfifl:.  "^'^^'^  letter. 

Scar/dale,  Coventry,  Strafford^ 

GozvcT,  Bathurjl,  Montjoy^ 

Boyle,  Bruce,  Compton^ 

Aberdeen,  Brifiol,  Foley, 

Weft  on,  Lechmere,  Majham, 

St.  John  de  Bletfoe^  Oxford  and  Moriimcry 

S  2  Then 
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Then  it  was  moved  to  refolve,that  this  houfe  will 
on  this  day  fevennight,  take  into  farther  confidera- 
tion  his  Majefty's  mod  gracious  fpeech. 

And  after  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the 
faid  motion. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Dfjffentimt* 
I.  T)Ecaufe  the  Committee  having  fat  one  day 
S_}  only  on  the  confideration  of  his  Majefty's 
fpeech,  could  pofTibly  deliberate  but  upon  few  of  the 
many  weighty  points  which  arife  thereon  ;  on  all 
which  the  advice  and  fupport  of  this  houfe,  in  our 
opinions,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  and  fince  even  the 
fa6ls  relating  to  many  of  thefe  weighty  matters  have 
not,  as  we  conceive,  been  yet  laid  before  the  houfe, 
we  think  the  farther  confideration  of  the  fpeech 
fhould  not  have  been  refufed  ;  there  not  being,  as 
we  believe,  any  precedent  for  fuch  a  refufal,  under 
the  hke  circumftances,  on  the  journals  of  this  houfe. 

2.  His  Majefty's  fpeech  containing  the  caufes  of 
calling  his  Parliament,  and  the  advice  of  this  houfe 
to  the  crown  being  required  thereon,  the  refufal  of 
the  day  propofed,  feems  to  us  tending  to  difable  the 
houfe  from  difcharging  their  duty  to  the  crown,  as 
well  as  to  the  kingdom,  in  this  critical  and  dan- 
gerous jundhire  ;  and  as  the  farther  confideration 
propofed,  is  thereby  at  prefent  refufed,  the  prece- 
dent, as  we  fear,  lays  a  foundation  for  depriving 
this  houfe,  in  future  times,  of  any  oppormnity  at 
all  for  fuch  cohfidcrations,  by  which  means  this 
houfe  muft  (in  our  opinions)  be  rendered  ufelefs, 
in  thofe  great  aftairs  whereon  the  fafety  and  fupport 
of  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom  may  depend. 


Bruce, 
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Bruce^  Coventry^  Scarfdak^ 

Jlherdeen^  Strafford^  Brifiol^ 

Montjoy^  Bathurft,  Gower^ 

Compton^  Boyle^  Foley^ 

Lechmere^  Wefton,,  Mq/J:am. 
St .  John  ofBletfoe^     Oxford  and  Mortimer^ 

February  i  o.  A  motion  was  made  by  the  courtiers. 
In  the  hoLife  of  Commons,  and  the  queftion  was  pro- 
pofed,  '  That  xkit  account  fioevjinghow  the  money  given 
*■  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1726,  has  been  dipofed  of 
'  diftinguifhed  under  the  fever al  heads ^  until  the  fir fi 
*  ^^j'(?/ February,  i']!^^  and  the  parts  thereof  remain- 
^  ing  unfaiified  with  the  deficiency  thereupon,  be  re- 
'  ferred  to  the  faid  Committee  :'  But  there  being  in 
that  account,  an  article  of  the  fum  oione  hundred  and 
t'lventyfive  thouf and  pounds^  charged^  in  general  terms, 
as  iffued  out  for  other  engagements  and  expences  over 
and  above  fuch  as  are  therein  particularly  fpecified^ 
Mr.  Shippen^  Mr.  Onflow^  and  Mr.  William  Pulteney 
ftrenuoufly  infilled,  that  before  the  faid  account  of 
the  deficiency  of  the  laft  year's  grants,  was  referred 
to  the  grand  Committee  (which  reference,  according 
to  the  ufige  of  Parliaments,  tacitly  implies  an  acqui- 
efcence  in  the  difpofal  of  the  monies' therein  men- 
tioned) the  houfe  fhall  be  acquainted  with  a  particu- 
lar difpofition  of  fo  confiderable  a  fum  as  that  of 
125,000/.  This  was  as  ftronglyoppofedby  SirfVil- 
liamStrickland,  Mr.  Horatio  fFalpote^  and  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  \  fo  that  the  previous  quefli^ 
on  being  put.  That  the  queftion  be  put  upon  the 
motion  before  mentioned,  the  fame  occafioned  a 
debate  that  lafted  till  about  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
the  faid  previous  queftion  being  called  for,  it  was 
refolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  majority  of  178 
voices  againft  78  ;  and  then  the  main  queftion  be- 
ing put,  it  was  ordered.  That  the  faid  account  be 
referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

S  3  Then 
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Then  the  houfe  refolved  it  felf  into  a  grand  Com- 
mittee, to  confider  of  the  fupply,  and  came  to  the 
following  refolutions,  viz.  i.  That  the  fum  of 
60,000  /.  be  granted  upon  account,  to  reduced  of- 
ficers of  his  Majefly's  forces  and  marines  for  the 
year  1727. 

2.  The  fum  of  4847/.  2  j.  6d.  upon  account, 
for  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-Hofpital  for  the  year 
1727. 

3.  The  fum  of  50,000  /.  to  compleat  the  fum  of 
125,000/.  due  and  payable  to  the  Landgrave  of 
Hej]e-CaJ[el^  for  raifing,  maintaining,  and  keeping 
a  body  of  12000  men  for  his  Majefty's  fervice, 
purfuant  to  the  treaty  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
faid  Landgrave  of  Hejfe-Cajfel^  dated  the  12th  day 
o^  March ^  1725-6. 

4.  The  fum  of  1 70,000  /.  upon  account  for  the 
fubfidy  of  the  Landgrave  of  HeJfe'Cajfel^  and  the 
pay  of  twelve  thou  find  men  of  his  forces  to  be 
taken  into  his  Majefly's  fervice,  and  the  pay  of  a 
Lieutenant-General  to  command  the  faid  twelve 
thoufand  men,  and  for  forage-money,  waggon- 
rnoney,  and  other  neceffary  charges  relating  there- 
to, purfuant  to  the  fame  treaty.  ^ 

5.  The  fum  of  160,306/.  ly s.  5^.  to  make 
good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1726. 

This  laft  refolution  having  occafioned  a  warm  de- 
bate, and  being  like  to  meet  with  great  oppofition, 
by  reafon  of  the  125,000  pounds  above-mentioned, 
it  was,  the  next  morning  (February  14.)  moved,  and 
refolved,  without  dividing,  to  addrefs  his  Majefty 
for  a  particular  and  diJlinB  account  of  the  dijirihution 
of  the  fum  of  125,000  /.  vjhich  (in  an  account  laid 

before 
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lefore  the  houfe^  fhcwing  how  the  money  given  for 
the  year  1726,  has  been  difpofed  of)  is  charged  to 
have  been  ijjtied  for  other  engagevjcjUs  and  expences^ 
over  and  above  fuch  as  are  therein  particularly  fpeci- 
fied^  for  the  fecuring  the  trade  of  this  kingdom^  and 
preferving  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  of  the  time  or 
times  when  the  faidfum  of  1 2  5,000  pounds  was  iffue^ 
and  difiributed.  After  this,  Mr.  Farrer  reported 
the  five  refolutions  on  the  fupply  above-mentioned, 
the  four  firft  of  which  were  readily  agreed  to,  as 
was  alfo  the  fifth,  after  a  fmall  debate. 

February  2  r .  Mr.  Treafurcr  reported  to  the  houfc. 
That  their  addrefs  of  'Tuefday  lail  (that  his  Majefly 
Kvould  be  gracioujly  pleafed  to  dire 51  the  proper  officers 
to  lay  before  ihishoufe^  a  particular  and  diftin5l  account 
cfthe  diflribiition  ofthefum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
five  thouf and  pounds^  which  (in  an  account  laid  before 
this  houfe,  fhcwing  how  the  money  given  for  the 
year  1726  has  been  difpofed  of)  is  charged  to  have 
been  ijfucd  for  other  engagements  and  expences^  over 
and  above  fuch  as  are  therein  particularly  fpecified, 
for  the  fecuring  the  trade  of  this  kingdom^  and  prefer- 
viyig  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  of  the  time  or  times 
^ivhen  the  faid  fum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  five 
thoufand  pounds  was  iffued  and  difiributed)  had  been 
prefented  to  his  Majefly  ;  and  that  his  Majefly 
Lad  commanded  him  to  acquaint  this  houfe  :  That 
the  fum  of  money  mentioned  in  this  addrefs  has  been 
■iffued  and  disburfed^  purfuant  to  the  power  given  to 
his  Majefly  by  Parliament^  for  neceffary  ferviees  and 
engagements  of  the  utmofi  importance  to  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  this  kingdom^  and  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  and  which  require  the  great efl  fecrecy  j  and 
therefore  a  particular  and  diftin5i  account  of  the  di- 
fir  i  but  ion  of  it,  cannot  poffibly  be  given  y  without  a 
manifefi  prejudice  to  the  public. 

S  4  Here- 
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Hereupon  Mr.  William  Pulteney  endeavoured  to 

fhew  the  infufficiency  of  that  anfwer,  alledging,  a- 

mong  other  reafons,  '  That  he  had  an  intire  confi- 

/  *  dence  in  his Majefly's  great  wifdom,  paternal  care, 

*  and  royal  word  ^  but  that,  when  in  the  laft  fefTion 
'  the  houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  effe5fually  to  provide 
'  for  and  make  good  all  fuch  expences  and  engagements 

*  asjhould  be  made^  for  the  fecurity  of  the  trade  and 

*  navigation  of  this  kingdom^  and  for  the  prefer  vat  ion 

*  of  the  peace  of  Europe ;  the  Commons  did  not 

*  thereby  diveft  themfelves  of  their  undoubted  right 
'  of  being  acquainted  v/ith  the  difpofition  of  public 

*  money;  that  if  they  gave  up  fo  eflential  a  right, 

*  that  houfe  would  become  altogether  ufelefs  •,  or 
'  ferve  only  blindly  to  approve  of,  and  regifter  the 
'  a6ls  and  deeds  of  the  Minifters.  That  he  did 
'  not,  in  the  leaft,  doubt  the  ilTuingand  difburfe- 
'  ment  of  the  125,000/.  in  qucflion,  for  neceflary 
'  fervices:  But  that  if  they  were  fatisfied  with  fuch  a 
'  general  account,  the  fame  might,  in  future  reigns, 

*  prove  a  very  dangerous  precedent,  and  ferve  to 
*-  cover  imbezzlements  of  the  public  treafure  :' 
Wherefore  he  moved,  '  That  a  farther  humble  ad- 
«  drefs  be  made  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  reprefenting 

*  the  indifputable  right  of  this  houfe,  to  have  parti- 
<  cular  and  diftind  accounts  laid  before  them  of  the 
'  difpofition  of  all  money  granted  by  this  houfe, 
'  for  the  fervice  of  the  public ;  and  that  this  houfe 
'  did  mofl  earneftly  befeech  his  Majefty,  that  he 
'  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  fuch  an  ac- 

*  count  of  the  125,000/.  faid  to  have  been  expend- 

*  ed  for  fecuring  the  trade  of  this  kingdom, 'and 
'  preferving  the  peace  of  Europe^   to  be  forthwith 

*  laid  before  this  houfe. 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Shippen^  but 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Doddiyigton^  Mr.  Lewis^  Sir 
Williayn  Tonge^  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  upon 
which  there  was  a  high  and  warm  debate,  from  one 
till  about  fix  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  reprefented  in 

general 
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general  on  the  court-fide,  '  Thatthe  fum  inqueftlon 
'  was  inconfidcrable,  and  that  it  was  impofTiblc  ef- 
'  fe6lually  to  carry  on  important  negotiations  with- 
*  out  expending  a  great  deal  of  money  in  fecret 
'  fervice.'  And  Mr.  St.John  Broderick  mentioned, 
in  particular,  a  cafe  in  the  late  Queen's  reign,  when 
the  Commons  acquiefced  in  fuch  a  general  anfwer, 
for  a  more  confiderable  fum.  The  precedent  by 
him  quoted  was  read  by  the  CJerk,  as  follows : 

'  On  the  i6th  of  7^?;/^^ry,  1710-11,  Mr.Secre- 
'  tary*S/.  J^i?;/ acquainted  the  Commons,  that  their 
'  addrelles  of  the  5th  and  8  th  inftant,  had  been  pre- 
'  fented  to  her  Majefty,  That  (he  would  be  pleafed 
'  to  give  direction  to  the  proper  officers  to  lay  be- 
'  fore  the  houfe,  accounts  relating  to  the  poundao-e 
*■  and  days  pay,  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the 
'  army  ;  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  grants,  and  of 
'  the  funds  fince  Michaelmas^  1701  ;  of  the  pay- 
'  ment  of  her  Majefty's  proportion  of  fubfidies  to 

*  her  Allies  i  of  all  the  penfions,  payable  out  of  the 

*  revenue,  and  warrants  and  directions  for  penfions; 

*  and  alfo  of  the  dillributions  of  the  contingencies^ 
'  and  forage  and  waggon  money  ^gr  anted  for  the  forces 
*•  /«  Flanders,  in  her  Majefty^s  pay^  and  of  the  difiri- 

*  butions  of  the  money  granted  for  condngencies<9//Z?^ 

*  guards^  garrifons^  and  land  forces  in  Gre2it-Bnt2Lin: 
«  And  that  htr  Majeily  had  been  pleafed  to  give 
«  diredlions  for  laymg  all  the  faid  accounts  before 

*  this  houfe,  (except  the  accounts  of  contingencies) 

*  and  that  the  account  touching  the  deficiencies  of 

*  the  grants  and  funds,  had  already  been  laid  be- 
'  fore  the  houfe;  and  that  other  of  the  accounts  were 
'  preparing,   and  would  foon  be    laid   before   the 

*  houfe ;  but  that  as  to  the  account  of  contingencies^  it 

*  was   not  poflible  from  the  nature  of  the  fervice, 

*  which  requires  the  ulmofi  fecrecy,  for  any  account 
'  of  them  to  be  made  ;  but  that  they  were  really 

*  diftributed.' 

Some 
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Some  obje6tions  were  raifed  to  this  precedent,  as 
if  the  cafe  was  not  parallel:  Befides  which,  Mr.  On- 
Jlowy  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  chiefly  infilled  on 
the  promife  made  to  the  houfe  the  laft  feffion,  by  a 
great  man  in  the  adminiftration,  '  That  they  fhould 
'  have  a  particular  account  of  all   the  money  that 

*  fhould  be  expended'upon  that  vote  of  credit, which 

*  promife  induced  the  houfe  to  come  fo  readily  into 
^  it.'  They  were  anfwered  by  Sir  fVilliamS trick- 
land^  Mr.  ^relawny^  Mr.  Conduit^  and  Mr.  Chan- 
ged lor  of  the  Exchequer^  to  whom  Sir  T^homas  Hanmer 
replied  ;  after  v/hich  the  queflion,  upon  Mr.  Pulte- 
7iey^s  motion,  being  called  for,  the  houfe  divided, 
and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority  of 
235  voices  againft  no.  Then  it  was  moved,  and 
refolved,  without  dividing,  '  That  an  humble  ad- 
^  drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his 

*  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe,   for  his  great 

*  care  and  wifdom,  in  taking  fuch  fteps,  and  enter- 
^  ing  into  fuch  engagements,  as  his  Majefty  thought 
f  would  beft  conduce  to  the  fecurity  of  the  trade 

*  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  pre- 
*^  fervation  of  the  peace  of  Europe ;'  and  to  ajfure  his 
Majefty^  ^  That  this  houfe,  placing  an  intire  confi- 
'-  dence  in  his  Majefty's  goodnefs  and  regard  for 

*  the  true  intereft  of  his  people,  will  ftand  by  and 

*  fupport  his  Majefty  in  all  fuch  farther  meafures 
^  as  his  Majefty  fliall  find  neceflary  and  expedient 
*-  for  preventing  a  rupture,  and  for  the  honour  and 

*  advantage  of  thefe  kingdoms.* 

April  II.  The  houfe  went  upon  a  grand  affair^ 
which  had  been  put  off  from  time  to  time,  upon 
account  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  being 
afflicted  with  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout.  But  he  be- 
ing then  prefent,  after  the  reading  of  the  order  of 
the  day,  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  into  a  Commiirtce 
of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  malt- 

bill. 
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bill,  Mr.  Scrope^  (Coadjutor  Secretary  to  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  of  the  Trcafiiry)  moved,  '  That  it 

*  be  an  inflruflion  to  the  fa  id  Committee,  that  they 
'  have  power  to  receive  a  claufc  of  appropriation, 
'  with  a  power  to  his  Majelty  to  apply  fuch  fums  of 

*  money  as  fhalj  be  necelTary  for  anfwcring  and  dc- 

*  fraying  fuch  expences  and  engagements,  as  have, 
'  at  any  time  been,  or  fhall,  before  or  until  the 
'  23th  day  of  December^  ^1^1  •>  te  male  by  his 
'  Majefly,  in  concerting  fuch  meafures  as  he,  in  his 
'  2jreat  wifdom,  thinks  wi^ll  bed  conduce  to  the  fecu- 
'  rity  of  the  trade  and  navigation  ot  this  kingdom, 
'  and  to  the  preferving  and  reftoring  the  peace  of 

*  Europe.^  He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Farrer^  but 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Hovo^  Mr.  Wtnnington^  and  feveral 
other  gentlemen  *,  who  being  replied  to  by  the  court 
party  \  this  was  the  warmed  and  longeft  debate  that 
happened  this  feflion.  The  principal  fpeakers,  on 
both  fides,  were  as  follow,  viz. 
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For  the  motion. 
Mr.  Scrope^ 
Mr.  Farrer^ 
Sir  Edj7iund  Bacon^ 
The  Lord  Gage^ 
Sir  William  Tonge^ 
Sir  Fhilip  Tork^ 
Mr.  "Falhot^ 
Mr.  BoddingtoHy 


Againfl  the  motion. 
Mr.  How^ 
Mr.  JVinnington^ 
Mr.  Hopkins^ 
Mr.  St.  John  Brodericky 
Sir  Wilfred  Law/on, 
Lord  Morpeth., 
Mr.  'Thomas  Brodericky 
Mr.  Gore^ 

Mr.  Worthy  Montague^ 
Mr.  Lutwyche., 
Sir  William  Barker^ 
Mr.  Danvers, 
Mr.  Daniel  Pulteneyy 
Mr.  Shippen^ 
Sir  William  Wyndham., 
Mr.  Palmer^ 
Mr.  Sandysy 


We 
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We  can  only  take  notice,  in  general,  tiiat  it  was 
alledged,  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  '  That  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  was  fo  unwilling  to  put  his  fubjeds  to  any 

*  extraordinary  expences,thathe  had  demanded  no 
'  more  fupplies  this  feflion,  than  what  he  thought 

*  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  : 
'  But  that,  in  the  prefent  poflure  of  affairs,  fome 
'  unforefeen  accidents  might  require  a  farther  ex- 
^  pence,  for  which  no  eftimate  could  now  be  made, 
^  becaufe  fome  treaties,  his  Majefly  thought  fit  to 

*  enter  into,  were  not  yet  finifhed  -,  therefore  they 
'  ought  to  enable  hisMajefty  to  anfwer  fuch  contin- 
^  gencies:  That  the  houfe  had  feveral  times  repo- 
'  fed  the  fiune  confidence  in  his  Maje(ly,which  had 
'  never  been  abufed:  And  what  was  now  afked  v/as 
'  only  for  a  flriort  time.'  The  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  urged,  '  The  unparliamentarinefs  of 
'  afkingand  granting  fupplies  without  an  eftimate 
'  of  the  expence  -,  that  the  claufe  moved  for, was  in- 
'  confident  with  that  part  of  the  bill  which  forbids 

*  the  ifTuing  of  the  fupplies  thereby  granted,  to  any 
•^  other  purpofes  than  thofe  fpecitied,  and  rendered 
^  ineffedual  that  appropriation  of  the  public  money, 
'  which  the  wifdom  of  all  Parliaments  had  thought 
'  a  neceflary  fecurityagainft  the  mifapplication  of  it: 
'  Which  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  becaufe  no  pro- 
^  vifion  was  made  to  oblige  any  perfon  to  account 
'•  for  any  money  that  fliall  be  difpofed  of,  by  virtue 
'  of  the  power  in  this  claufe.  That  vait  fums  had 
^  already  been  granted,  which  appeared  fufficient  to 
'  anfwer  any  occafions,  as  far  as  their  prefenc  views 
«  could  reach  -,  and  if  any  unexpefted   emergency 

*  ihould  demand  a  farther  fupply,  that  might  be 
-  provided  for,  in  the  ufual  manner,  when  necelTiry 
'  required.  That  this  might  be  done  with  lefs  in- 
«  convenience,  and  v/ith  lefs  danger  of  mifapplica- 

*  tion,  than  by  fuch  a  delegation  of  almoff  a  difta- 
^  torial  authority  co  the  Miniffers.    Thac  this  Par- 

'  1  lament 
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] lament  had  already  given  fo  many  inflanccs  of 
their  zeal  and  affe6lion  for  his  Majcfly,  that  there 
could  be  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  readinefs  to 
'  make  good  whatever  his  Majefty  fhould  expend 
'  in  concerting  fuch  meafures  as,  in  his  great  wif- 
'  dom,  he  fliould  think  mod  conducive  to  the  ad- 
'  vantage  and  intereft  of  his  people.    That  fuch  an 

*  unlimited  and  abfolute  power  ought  never  to  be 

*  given  in  a  tree  government,  but  upon  occafions  of 
'  evident  neceflity,  when  the  very  being  of  the  go- 
'  vernment  is  in  imminent  danger.  I'hat  the  re- 
'  pofingaconfidence  in  thecrown,in.thedifporition 
'  of  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money,  as  by  the  advice 

*  of  unthrifty  minifters  may  be  expended,  might  be 
'  attended  with  great  prejudice  to  the  properties  of 
'  the  fubjeds,  and  great  danger  to  our  mod  excel- 
'-  lent  confcitution,  v/hich  cannot  be  preferved,  but 

*  by  a  ilrid  adherence  to  thofe  efiential  Parliamen- 
'  tary  forms  of  granting  fupplies  only  upoi  efti- 
'  mates,  and  of  appropriating  the  fame  to  fervices 
'  and  occafions  publicly  avowed,  and  judged  ne- 
'  ceflary.  That  the  departing  from  thefe  excellent 
'  methods  would  by  degrees,  render  Parliaments 
'  altogether  ufelefs.  That  the  precedents  alleciged 
'  to  juftify  this  claufe,  were  far  from  being  full  to 
'  the  point,  and  flitisfadory  ;  and  if  they  were, 
'  ought  not  to  be  followed,  left  claufes  of  the  fime 
'  nature  mjght  become  fo  frequent,  as  in  time  to 
'  lodge  in  thecrown,and  in  theminifters,  an  abfo- 
'  luce  and  uncontroulable  power  of  raifing  money 
'  upon  the  people,  which  by  our  wife  conititution 
'  is,  and  v/ith  fafety  can  only  be,  lodged  in  the 
'  whole  legiflature.'  An  ingenious  gentleman  faid, 
in  particular,  '  That  they  had  already  given  four 
'  (hillings  in  the  pound  upon  land,  which  he  could 
'  not  but  think  a  very  heavy  and  extraordinary  tax, 

*  efpecially  confidering  they  were  more  than  once 
■  told  by  a  great  man,  that  in  his  opinion  wcHiould 
'  have  no  war:  Bur  if  now  thcv  paiTed  this  chinle, 

'  ic 
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*  it  would  beiacking  a  tail  to  a  whale,  which  might 

*  fweep  away  the  other  fixteen.'  The  debate  being 
ended,  about  eight  o'  dock  in  the  evening,  and  the 
queflion  put  upon  Mr.  Scropeh  motion,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  by  a  majority  cf  225  voices 
againfl  109  ;  and  the  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  grand  Committee,  the  claufe  above  men- 
tioned was  added  to  the  malt  bill. 

April  1'^.  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the  amend- 
ments made  to  the  faid  bill,  which,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  one  of  them,  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  ingrolTed, 

On  the  1 8th.  The  Lords  In  a  grand  committee, 
took  into  confideration  the  bill  mmltdi^  An  A^ for 
continuing  the  duties  on  malt,  i^c.  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes  therein  mentioned ;  and  there  was  a  very  high 
debate  about  the  claufe,  which,  fix  days  before  had 
occafioned  fowarm  an  one  in  the  houfe  of  Commons; 
and  much  the  like  arguments  were  urged  in  their 
Lordfliips  houfe,  chiefly  by  the  Dukes  of  Argyle  2ind 
Newcaftle^  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townjhend^  and  the 
Lord  Bifliop  of  Veterhcrough^  for  the  claufe  j  and 
by  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield^  Lord  Bathurft^  Lord 
Bingley^  and  Lord  Lechmere^  againfl  it :  Bur  in  the 
end,  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  76  voices  a- 
gainft  20,  that  the  faid  clauie  fhoiild  make  part  of 
the  bill.  The  next  day  (yf/^r// 19.)  the  faid  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  queflion  being  put. 
Whether  it  fhould  pafs  ;  it  was  rdblved  in  the  af- 
firmative. Upon  which,  feveral  lords  entered  the 
following  proteft,  iv; 


fi-'i'y. 


Bijftniient.'' 

i.Tl  Ecaufe  in  this  bill  it  is  enacled,  ^  That  out  of 

O  '  the  aids  or  kipplies  granted  this  feffion  of 

*  Parliament,  there  fball  and  may  be,  from  time  to 

'  time,  iffued  and  applied  iuch  fum  or  fums  ot  mo- 
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'  ney,  as  Ihall  be  necclTary  for  and  towards  anfwcr- 
'  ing  and  defraying  fuch  expences  and  engagements 
'  as  have  at  any  time  been,  or  fhall,  before  or  until 

*  the  25th  day  o'i  December^  ^1^1-  ^^  made  by  his 

*  Majelly,  in  concerting  fuch  meafures  as  he,  in  his 

*  great  wifdom,  thinks  will  beft  conduce  to  the  fe- 
'  curity  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom, 
'  and  to  the  preferving  and  reftoring  the  peace  of 

*  Europe.^  Which  claufe  is  inconfiftent  with  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  forbids  the  fupplics  tobeijjued 
to  any  other  purpofes  than  thofe  fpecijied^  and  renders 
ineffectual  that  appropriation  of  the  public  money, 
which  the  wifdom  of  many  Parliaments  has  thought, 
and  we  are  convinced,  ought  to  be  thought  a  necef- 
fary  fecurity,  againfl  the  mifapplication  of  it. 

2.  Becaufe  there  is  no  provifion  in  the  bill  to  o- 
blige  any  perlbn  to  give  an  account  of  any  money, 
that  fhall  be  difpofed  of  by  virtue  of  the  power  in 
this  claufe. 

3.  Becaufe  there  are  fufficient  fums  granted  taan- 
fwer  every  particular  purpofe  that  money  can  be 
wanted  for,  as  far  as  our  prefentviev/s  can  reach ;  and 
if  any  unforefeen  emergency  fhould  demand  a  far- 
ther fupply,  we  Ihould  think,  that  might  be  pro- 
vided for,  as  has  been  formerly  pra(fliced,when  ne- 
ceflity  required;  and  we  are  perfuaded  this  might  be 
done  with  lefs  inconvenience,  than  by  this  delegation 
of  almoft  a  di5latorialauthority^z.\.  leafl  till  the  Par- 
liament could  be  called  together,  who  have  given  fa 
many  inftances  of  their  zeal  for  hisMajefty,  that  he 
could  have  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  readinefs  to 
make  good  whatever  he  fhould  have  expended  for 
the  advantage  of  his  people. 

4.  Becaufe  we  think  that  abfolure  powers  ought  to 
be  given  in  a  free  government,  only  upon  occafions 
of  evident  necefTity,  and  when  the  very  being  of  the 

govern- 
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government  is  in  danger  :.  And  tjicf  we  allow  our 
preftnt  crrcumftances,  to  be  as  melancholy  as  they 
have,almpft  at  any  time,  been,  yet  we  think  it  a  very 
imprp'per  remedy  for  our  prefent  ftate,  to  depart 
from  the  approved,  and  (in  our  judgment)  eflential 
forrns  of  giving  the  public  mopey.  Nor  can  we  be 
peffu^ded,  that  it  is  the  only  or  even  the  laft  expe- 
dient tTiat  can  be  found  to  extricate  us  out  of  our  un- 
happy fituation,  to  repofe  fuch  a  confidence  in  the 
crowh,  in  thedifpofition  of  immenfefumsof  money, 
as  may  by  the  advice  of  wicked  and  uncapable  mini- 
fters  (if  itfhouldbe  our  misfortune  ever  to  have  fuch) 
be  attended  with  great  prejudice  to  our  properties, 
and  great  danger  to  our  liberties,  with  the  hopes  of 
the  prefervation  of  which,  we  cannot  flatter  ourfc  Ives, 
but  by  a  ftri(5l  adherence  to  thofe  excellent  Parlia- 
mentary methods  of  granting  all  fums  of  money  only 
upon  eftimates,  and  for  fervicespublickly  avowed. 

5.  Becaufe  the  precedents  that  were  offered  to  ju- 
ftify  this  claufe,  were  far  from  giving  us  any  fatisfac- 
tion*,  and  if  they  had  been  plain  and  full  to  the  point, 
(which  we  think  they  were  not)  yet,in  our  opinions, 
ought  not  to  be  followed,  left  claufes  of  the  lame 
nature  might  become  too  frequent,  and  left  an  un- 
linfited  power  in  the  crown,  to  raife  millions  on  our 
fellow  fubjeds,  might  be  looked  upon,  by  degrees, 
as  a. 'thing  of  courfe,  and  fo  at  laft,  the  total  power 
to  levy  and  difpofe  of  the  people's  money  be  given 
to  one  part  of  the  Icgiflature,  which,  by  our  wife 
conftitution,  is,  and  with  fafety  can  only  be,  lodged 
in  the  whole. 

Strhfford^  Litchfield^        .    Maynard^ 

Wctrrington^  Beyle  (Earl  of    Bathurfi^ 

S<o0rfdale^  ''  '''"^^;   {Orrery\)     Aberdeen^ 

Cdventry^  ^iingley^^"^}.''  ,  Craven^ 

Oxfcrdzn^Moj'"     Lecbmerf;'   ''      Foley, 
( timer  ^     Jylesfordy  Brooke, 

Gower, 

On 
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On  Monday  the  15th  of  May^  the  King  came  to 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robe?, 
feated  on  the  throne,  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  Mr. 
Sav.nderfon^  deputy  Gentleman-Ulher  of  the  Black 
Rod^  was  fent  with  a  meflage  from  hisMajefty  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  commanding  their  attendance  in 
the  houfe  of  Peers;  the  Commons  being  come  thi- 
ther accordingly,  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  give  the 
Royal  AfTent  to  feveral  public  and  private  bilb. 

After  which,   the  Lord  High  Chancellor  read  his 
Majefty's  Speech  to  both  houfes,  as  follows : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  T  Acquainted  you,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion, 

*  \^  with  the  dangers  which  threatened  this  king- 

*  dom,  and  the  peace  and  liberties  o^  Europe.  I  am 

*  now  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  zeal  and  dif- 
'  patch  with  which  you  have  proceeded  upon  the  fe- 
*■  veral  points  1  then  recommended  to  your  care  ; 
'  for  the  confidence  you  have  repofed  in  me;  and 

*  for  the  affurances  you  have  given  me  of  your  fup- 
'  port  and  afliftance  in  vindication  ofmy  honour,  and 

*  in  the  maintenance  and  defence  of  the  undoubted 

*  rights  and  privileges  of  this  nation,  fo  openly  and 
'  notoriouily  invaded  and  attacked. 

'  The  Siege  of  Gibraltar  proves  beyond  all  difpute 

*  the  end  and  defign  of  the  engagements  entered 
'  into  by  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain ;  but 
'  the  preparations  I  had  made  for  the  defence  of  that 
'  place,  and  the  bravery  of  my  troops,  will,  I  doubt 

*  not,  convince  them  of  the  rafhnefs  and  folly  of  that 
«  undertaking.    However,  the  love  of  peace  has  hi- 

*  therto  prevailed  upon  me,  even  under  this  high 
'  provocation,  to  fufpend,  in  fome  meafure,  my  re- 

*  fentments ;  and  inliead  of  having  immediate  re- 
'  courfe  to  arms,  and  demanding  of  my  allies  that 

*  aflillance  which  they  are  engaged  and  ready  to 
'  give  me,  I  have  concurred  with  the  moft  Chrillian 

Vol.  IX.  T  '  King 


^y^  Parliamentary     K.iy2y- 

'    Kingand  the  States  General,  in  making  fuch  over- 

*  tures  of  accommodation,  asmuft  convince  all  the 

*  world  of  the  nprightnefs  of  our  intentions,  and  of 

*  our  fincere  difpofition  to  peace,  and  demonftrate 

*  to  whdfe  ambition  and  thirft  of  power  the  cala- 
<  mities  of  a  war  are  to  be  imputed,   if  thefe  juft 

*  and  reasonable  propofitions  are  rejeded.      In  the 

*  mean  time,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you, 

*  that  the  cvoY/n  of  Sweden  has  acceded  to  the  trea- 

*  ty  of  Hanover^  and  that  the  convention  between 
'  me,  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  the  King 
'  of  Denmark^  is  adually  fign'd. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons y 

*  The  vigour  and  chearfulnefs  you  have  fhewn,in 

*  raifing  fo  effectually,   and  upon  fuch  eafy  terms, 

*  the  neceffary  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfu- 

*  ing  year,  are  not  only  inflances  of  your  zeal  and 
'  affedion  to  me,    but  demonftrate  the  eftabliihed 

*  credit,  power,  and  ftrength  of  this  kingdom. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  It  would  have  been  a  great  fatisfadlion  to  me,  if 

*  before  your  Separation  I  had  been  able  to  fpeak  to 

*  you  more  pofitively,  and  with  greater  certainty, 

*  upon  the  prefent  pofture  and  ftate  of  affairs :  But 
'  as  you  have  now  difpatched  the  publick  bufinefs, 

*  and  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  requires  your  going 

*  into  your  relpe6live  countries,  I  choofe  rather  to 

*  put  an  end  to  this  feffion,  than  to  keep  you  any 

*  longer  together  unncceflarily.  Theprovifionsyou 
'  have  made,    and  the  perfeii:  union  and  harmony 

*  between  me  and  my  allies,  will,  I  hope,  enable 

*  me,  by  the  Divine  affiftance,  either  to  withftand 

*  and  defeat  the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  if  their  con- 

*  du6l  ihall  bring  upon  us  the  necefTity  of  a  war  ;  or 

*  to  improve  the  blcffmgs  of  peace,  if  peace  can, 
*•  with  juRice^  honour,  and  Security,  be  obtained. 

Thea 
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Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's  corr- 
mand,  acquainted  both  houfes,  That  it  was  his  Ma- 
jejly's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  this  Parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  lyih  day  of  June  next, 

*The  Sixth  andlaft  SeJJion  ofthefecond  Septennial 
Parlkment, 

UPON  the  death  of  the  King,  which  happened 
the  I  ith  oijune^  the  Parliament,  which  ftood 
prorogued  to  the  27th  o'i  June^razt  at  JVeftminJiery 
in  purfuance  of  the  Ad  4^5  Anna^  cap.  15. 
whereby  it  is  enabled,   '  That  this  prefent  Parlia- 

*  ment,  oranyotherParliament hereafter  fummoned 
<  by  her  Majefty,  her  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  fhall  not 
*•  be  determined  or  difTolved  by  the  death  or  demife 

*  of  her  faid  Majefty,  or  of  her  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  ; 

*  butfuchParliament  fhall  continue,  and  immediate- 

*  ly  meet,  fit,  and  ad,  notwithftanding  fuch  death 

*  or  demife,  during  the  time  of  fix  months,  unlefs 
«  the  fame  fhall  be  fooner  prorogued  or  difTolved  by 

*  fuch  perfon  v/ho  fhall  be  next  heir  to  the  crown  of 
'  this  realm  in  fuccefTion,  ^c'  The  Parliament  be- 
ing met  accordingly  on  the  15th  o^  June^  was  pro- 
rogued bycommidion  from  his  prefent  MajeftyKing 
George  II.  till  the  27th  of  Jiine^  when  being  met 
at  Weftminfter^  his  Majefty  came  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robes  feated  on  the 
throne  with  theufual  folemnity,  Sir  Charles  Bait  on  ^ 
Gentleman  Ufher  of  the  black  rod,  was  fent  with  a 
mefTage  from  his  majefty  to  the  houfe  of  Commons 
commanding  their  immediate  attendance  in  the  houfe 
of  Peers-,  and  the  Commons  being  come  thither  ac- 
cordingly, his  Majefty  was  plcafed  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing moft  gracious  fpeech  (which  he  delivered 
from,  his  own  mouth)  to  both  houfcs. 

T  2  ne 
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^heKin^s  Speech  Jo  the  Parliament, 

Mf  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 
'  X  Am  perfuaded  that  you  all  fliare  with  me  in 

*  JL  "^y  gf  itf  and  afflidlion  for  the  death  of  my  late 

*  royal  father,  which,  as  it  brings  upon  me  the  im- 

*  mediate  care  and  weight  of  the  government,  adds 
^  very  much  to  my  concern,  left  I  fhould  not  be 
'  as  fuccefsful  in  my  endeavours,  a5  lam,  above 
'  all  things,  defirous  to  make  you  a  great  and  hap- 

*  py  people. 

*  I  heartily  wifb,  that  this  firft  folemn  declaration 

*  of  my  mind  in  Parliament,  could  fufficienrly  ex- 
«  prefs  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  and  give  you  a 
'  perfedt  and  jufl  fenfe  of  my  fixed  refolution,  by  all 

*  polTible  means,  to  merit  the  love  and  afFedion  of 

*  my  people,  which  I  fhall  always  look  upon  as  the 

*  beft  fupport  and  fecurity  of  my  crown. 

*  And  as  the  religion,  liberty,  property,  and  a 
'  due  execution  of  the  laws,  are  the  moft  valuable 

*  blefiings  of  a  free  people,  and  the  peculiar  privi- 
'  leges  of  this  nation,  it  fhall  be  my  conftant  care  to 

*  preferve  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  as  it  is 

*  now  happily  eftablifhed  in  Church  and  ftate,  invio- 

*  lable  in  all  its  parts;  and  tofecure  to  all  my  fub- 
^  jeds  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  religious  and  qivil 
^  rights. 

*  I  fee  with  great  pleafure  the  happy  effedts  of 

*  that  vigour  and  refolution  which  was  exerted  in  the 

*  laft  fefllon  of  Parliament,  for  the  defence  of  the 

*  rights  and  pofTefTions  of  this  nation,  and  for  main- 

*  taining  the  tranquillity  and  balance  of  power  in 

*  Europe ;  the  ftrift  union  and  harmony,  which  has 
'  hitherto  fubGfted  among  the  allies  of  the  treaty 

*  o^  Hanover^  has  chiefly  contributed  to  the  near 

*  profped  of  a  general  peace  •,  I  have  therefore 

*  given  ajl  my  alUes  the  ftrongeftaflu ranees  of  pur- 

'  fuing 
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*  lliing  the  fame  meafurcs,  and  of  making  good 
'  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  crown  of 
*■  Great  Britain. 

'  The  chearfulnefs  with  which  the  fupplies  ne- 
'  celTary  for  carrying  on  this  great  work  were  rai- 
'  fed,  making  it  but  juft  that  the  public  expencc 
'  fhould  be  leflened,  as  foon  as  tl^e  circumflances  of 

*  affairs  will  permit  ♦,  I  have  already  given  orders 

*  for  fending  back  fome  6f  the  regiments  brought 
'  from  Ireland,  and  will  proceed  to  reduce  my  forces, 
'  both  by  fea  and  land,  as  foon  as  it  can  be  done 
'  without  prejudice  to  the  common  caufe,  and  con- 

*  fiftent  with  the  interefl:  of  my  kingdom. 

iJO^  f- 

'  Gentlemen  of  the  hotife  of  Commons^ 
*  You  know  very  well,  that  the  grant  of  the 

*  greatefl  part  of  the  civil  lift  revenues  is  now  de- 
*-  termined,  and  that  it  is  neceflary  for  you  to  make 
'  a  new  provifion  for  the  fupport  of  me  and  my  fa  • 

*  mily.  I  am  confident  it  is  needlefs  for  me,  in  a- 
'  ny  particular  manner,  to  recommend  to  your  care 
'  the  confideration  of  what  fo  nearly  and  perfonally 
^  concerns  me ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  ex- 
<  perience  of  paft  times,  and  a  due  regard  to  the 
'  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  will  prevail  upon 
'  ydu  to  give  me  this  firfl:  proof  of  your  zeal  and 

*  affe6lion,  in  a  manner  anfwerable  to  the  necefll- 
'  ties  of  my  goy^rnment. 

^      Jfefy  Lcris  ''and  Gentlemen^ 
"•^  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  give  all  poffjble  dif- 

*  patch  to  fuch  bufinefs  as  fhall  necellarily  be 
'  brought  before  you  ;  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and 
*■  the  circumftances  of  time  requiring  your  prefence 

*  in  the  country,  and  making  it  improper  to  carry 

*  this  fefTion  into  any  great  length. 


The 
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The  King  being  withdrawn,  the  Earl  of  Cbejier- 
field  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  condolance^  congratula- 
tion^ and  thanks^  and  having  made  a  very  pathetic 
fpeech  on  that  occafion,  the  faid  addrefs 'was  unani- 
moufly  voted,  and  immediately  drawn  up,  a.nd  ap- 
proved ;  and  the  next  day  was  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  by  the  whole  houfe  as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
«  \J^  E  youi*  Majefty's  moft  dutifol  and  loyal 
«    V  Y    fubjedls,  the  Lofds   fpiritual  and  tempo- 
'  ral  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return 

*  your  Majefty  our  moft  hearty  and  unfeigned  thanks 

*  for  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 

*  throne,  and  to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  though 

*  we  are  affeded  with  the  utmoft  forrow  at  the  death 

*  of  our  late  gracious  fovereign,  our  hearts  are  at  the 

*  fame  time  filled  with  an  inexpreflible  joy  at  your 
«  Majefty's  peaceable  and  happy  acceftion  to  the 

*  throne  of  your  royal  anceftors. 

*  Your  Majefty's  tender  concern  for  your  people, 

*  and  your  moft  gracious  and  folemn  declaration, 
'  That  you  will  always  efteem  their  love  and  affec- 

*  tion  as  thebeft  fupport  of  your  crown  •,  that  it  ftiall 

*  be  your  conftant  care  to  preferve  the  conftitution  of 

*  this  kingdom  inviolable,  as  it  is  now  happily  efta- 

*  blifhed  in  church  and  ftate,  and  that  you  will  fe- 
'  cure  to  all  your  fubjeds  thefullenjoyment  of  their 

*  religious  and  civil  rights,  claims  our  moft  fmcere 
«  and  dutiful  acknowledgments;  and  may  juftly  be 

*  depended  upon  from  your  Majefty,  who  lb  early 
'  and  fo  eminently  diftinguiftied  yourfdf  in  defence 
'  of  the  Proteftant  caufe,  and  the  li^rties  of  Eu- 

*  rope  in  general  -^^^^  ^ 

*  Nothing  can  beagreatercncouragementto  your 

*  Majefty's  good  fubjedls,  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of 

*  their  duty,  than  your  foyal  approbation  of  that  vi- 
'  gour  and  refolution  which  was  exerted  in  the  laft 
^  felTion  of  Parliament,  for  the  defence  of  the  rights 

'  and 


A.  1727:         DEBATES.  279 

'  and  pofTefTionsof  this  nation,  and  for  maintaining 

*  the  tranquillity  and  balance  of  power  in  Europe ; 

*  nor  can  any  thing  be  a  greater  fatisfadlioa  to  us, 

*  than  the  ft rongalFu ranees  your  Majefty  has  given 
'  to  all  your  allies,  of  purfuing  tlie  fame  meafurcs, 
'  and  making  good  the  engagements  entered  into 
'  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 

*  We  are  moft  firmly  perfuaded,  that  thefe  many 

*  inftances  of  your  Majefty's  great  goodnefs  to  your 
'  people,  juftly  deferve,  and  cannot  fail  of  meeting 
'  with  all  imaginable  returns  of  their  gratitude  and 
^  loyalty,  and  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Majefty, 
*-  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  of  our  inviolable  fidelity, 
'  and  of  our  fixed  and  unalterable  refolution,  upoa 
'  all  occafions  to  maintain  your Majefty's  undoubted 
'  right  and  title  to  the  Imperial  crown  of  thefe  realms, 

*  and  the  feveral  dominions  thereunto  belonging  ; 
*'  and  that  we  will,  in  purfuance  of  the  many  folema 
*'afturances  we 'have  already  given,  ufe  our  utmoft 
'  efforts  to  maintain  your  Majefty's  undoubted  right 
'  to  every  other  part  of  your  dominions,  againft  all 
'  attempts  whatsoever,  and  that  we  will  chearfully 
'  embrace  all  opportunities  to  fupport  and  advajice 
'  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown.' 

To  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed   to  return  this 
moft  gracious   anfwer. 


I 


My  Lords, 
Thank  you  heartily  for  this  very  loyal  addrcfs  j  '^^^  K:;n&'s 


fuch  a  demonftration  of  your  duty  and  affection, 

cannot  hut  he  truly  acceptable  to  me.  Ton  may  he  af 
fured  that  1  fball^  through  the  whole  courfe  of  my 
reign.,  have  no  other  view  than  the  inter efl  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  people. 

On  the  27th  of  June^  the  Commons  being  re- 
turned to  their  houfe,  feveral  members  took  the  fe- 
veral oaths,  andmade  and fubfcribed the  declaration, 

T  4  pur- 
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purfuant  to  the  a6l  6  Anna  Rtg.  Several  other  mem- 
bers did  likewife  quahfy  themfelves  the  next  day 
after  which  Mr.  Speaker  reported  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes.  Hereupon  Sir  Vaul 
Msthuen^     Treafurer  of  the    houfehold,    moved, 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  to  condole  upon  the  death  of  his  late  royal 
'  father,  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  on  his  happy 

*  accefTion  to  the  throne,  to  return  his  Majefty  the 

*  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech, 

*  ^c.  ^c.'  Which  motion  being  feconded  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole^  and  voted  nemine  coy.tradicejtte^  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs 
upon  the  faid  refolution.  After  this  the  Commons 
appointed  the  five  grand  committees,  and  made  the 
xifual  orders. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  being  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  the  addrefs,  the  Chairman 
made  him  the  compliment  of  giving  him  the  pen, 
whereupon  Sir  Robert^  without  hefitation,  and  with 
a  mafterly  hand^  drew  up  the  faid  addrefs  ;  which 
on  the  29th  was  reported,  and  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  \  and  on  triday  the  laft  day  of  June  prefented 
by  the  whole  houfe  to  his  Majefty,  as  follows  : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
The  hcufe  c  T  7|7  E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
addre^.'"^^^  '    V  V    fubjefts,  the  Commons  o^ Great  Britain  in 

*  Parliament  affembled,   from  a  grateful  fenfe  and 
«  remembranceof  the  many  blefTingswe  enjoyed  un- 

*  der  the  government  of  our  late  moft  gracious  Sove- 

*  reign,  beg  leave,  in  the  moft  dutiful  manner,  to 
^f  condole  with  your  Majefty  upon  the  death  of  your 

.*  late  royal  father ;  a  lofs  to  this  nation  which  your 
.^.•;  ]\{Iajefty  alone  could  pofTibly  repair  ! 
..r,.^!^',  Tour  immediate  fuCcefTion  baniftied  all  our  grief; 

*  and  the  uninterrupted  continuance  of  the  bleiUngs 

*  we  had  long  enjoyed,  obliges  us,  with  duty  and 

, , » ,gr^titude,^to  acknowledge  the  juft  fenfe  we  have  of 
^  '  our 
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*  our  preicnt  and  futifre  liappinefs  ;  and  to  befeech 

*  your  Maj ell y,  to  accept  the  fuKcre  congratulations 

*  of  your  taithtiil  Commons,  upon  your  Majefty's 
'  happy  accefiion  to  the  throne  of  your  royal  anccf- 
'  tors. 

*  Your  Majcfly's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 

*  throne  requires  a  more  than  ordinary  return  of 
'  duty  and  thankfulnefs,  for  that  tender  and  paternal 

*  care  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  exprefs,  of  our 
•religion,   laws,   and  liberties,  and  for  thofe  ample 

*  afTurances  your  Majefty  has  given  us,  inviolably 

*  to  preferve  the  conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms,  as 

*  it  is  now  happily  eftabliflied,  in  church  and  date ; 
^  and  to  fecure  to  all  your  ilibjedts  the  full  enjoy- 

*  ment  of  their  religious  and  civil  rights:  And  as 
'  thefe  bleflings  are  the  mofl  valuable  and  dear  to  a 

*  free  people,  and  the  peculiar  privileges  of  this  na- 

*  tion  ;   we  cannot  enough  admire  your  Majefty's 

*  goodnefs,  and  exprefs  our  fatisfadion,  in  this  fo- 
'  lemn  declaration  of  your  Majefty's  refolution,  to 
'  make  the  good  of  your  people  ygur  chief  and  con- 
'  ftant  care. 

'  We  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  the  preli- 

*  minary  articles  being  figned  ;    and  we  fee  with 

*  great  pleafure,   the  beginning  of  your  Majefty's 

*  reign  attended  with  the  happy  prefages  of  a  gene- 

*  ral  peace.     The  early   afTurances  given  by  your 

*  Majefty  to  your  allies,  ofpurfuing  the  fame  mea- 
'  fures  as  your  late  royal  father  had  taken,  and  of 

*  making  good  the  feveral  engagements  entered  into 
'  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain^  as  they  ftrengthen 
'  and  cement  that  ftridl  union  and  harmony  which 

*  has  hitherto  fubfifted  among  the  allies  of  the 

*  treaty  oi  Hanover^  they  confirm  to  us  the  hopes 
'  and  near  profpedl  of  a  general  tranquillity,  upon 
'  terms  honourable,  fafe,  and  advantageous  "to  your 
'  Majefty,  and  all  your  allies.-     ^  '       -'   '-'  ■'  "^ 

'  The  regard  and  concern  whic1i%eliad,'^andal- 
^  ways  ftiall  have,  for  the  defence  of  the  rights  and 

'  pof- 
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*  poflefTions  of  this  nation,  for  vindicating  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  our  Sovereign,  and  for  maintaining  the 

*  due  balance  of  power  in  Europey  engaged  us  with 
^  chearfulnefs,  during  the  Lift  fefiion  of  Parliament, 
*■  to  grant  the  fupplies  neceflary  for  the  carrying  on 

*  this  great  work.    And  no  greater  encouragement 

*  can  pofTibly  be  given  to  us,  than  to  fee  your  Ma- 
^  jefty  fo  early  beginning  to  lefTen  the  public  ex- 

*  pences,  and  refolving  to  reduce  your  forces  both 

*  by  fea  and  land,  as  foon  as  it  can  be  done  without 
'  prejudice  to  the  common  caufe,  and  confident 

*  with  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  this  nation. 

*  Thcfe  many  and  great  inflances  of  your  Majef- 
^  ty's  goodnefs,  and  concern  for  the  happinefs  and 

*  welfare  of  your  people,  call  upon  us  for  the  higheft 

*  returns  of  duty,  zeal,  and  affe6lion  to  your  Ma- , 

*  jefty's  perfon  and  government.  And  as  we  are  ful- 

*  ly  convinced  that  our  own  intereft  and  preforva- 

*  tion  are  infeparable  from  your  Majefty's,  we  beg 

*  leave  to  affure  your  Majefly,  that  we  willjwith  our 

*  lives  and  fortunes,  maintain  and  fupport  your  Ma-^ 

*  jefty's  undoubted  right  and  title  to  the  Imperialr.. 

*  crown  of  this  realm,  and  all  other  your  Majefty's 
^  dominions,  againft  all  attempts  whatfoever. 

*  And  when  we  refled  on  your  Majefty's  royal 
'  virtues,  which  promife  us  all  the  bleflings  that  can 
'  flow  from  a  mind  truly  great ;  when  we  conftder 

*  the  diftinguifhed  charader  of  the  Queen  your 
'  royal  confort,  and  the  additional  happinefs  that 
'  defcends  to  your  people  from  her  many  princely. 
'  qualities,  and  remember  your  numerous  and  hope- 

*  ful  ilTue,    the  lafting  pledge  and  fecurity  of  our 

*  happy  eftabiifhment  \  that  your  Majefty's  crown 
'  may  fit  with  eafe  and  glory  on  your  head,  we  think 
*"  ourfelver^  indifpenfibly  obliged  to  aflure  your  Ma- 
'  jefty,  that  we  will  provide  fuch  a  revenue  for  the 
'  occafions  of  your  Majefty's  civil  government,  as 

*  may  be  fufficient  to  fupport  the  honour  and  dig- 
'  nity  of  the  crown  in  its  proper  and  full  luftre. 

To 
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To  which  his  Majcfly  was  pleafcd  to  return  the 
following  anlwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Re  turn  you  my  thanks  for  your  dutiful  and  loyal '^^'^'^'^'* 
addrefs.  The  refolutions  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  are^  every  where ^  fo  highly  regarded^  that  I 
cannot  but  receive^  with  the  great efi  fat isfa£lion^  this 
unanimous  declaration  of  your  fidelity^  zeal^  and  af- 
fetJion  ;  and  I  will  endeavour^  by  a  fleady  care  and 
concern  for  the  inter efi  and  welfare  of  my  people^  to 
anfwer  the  expe5fation  you  have  conceived  of  my  go- 
verfiment. 

The  day  before,  {June  29.)  a  motion  being 
made  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  that  a  fupply  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  better  fupport  of  his 
Majefly^s  houfloold^  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown  \  it  was  uninamoufly  refolved,  to  confi- 
der  of  that  motion  the  next  day  in  a  grand  com- 
mittee •,  which  was  done  accordingly,  and  therein 
it  was  refolved,  nemine  contradicente^  to  grant  fach 
a  fupply  to  his  Majefty. 

On  Saturday  the  ift  of  July^  the  Commons  or- 
dered a  bill  to  be  brought  in  to  enable  perfons  now 
7'eftdtng  in  Great  Britain  to  take  the  oaths ^  and  do  all 
other  a5ls  in  Great  Britain  requifite  to  qualify  them- 
f elves  to  continue  in  their  refpeUive places^  offices^  and 
employments  in  Ireland ;  after  which  Mr.  Farrer^ 
reported  the  preceding  day's  refolution  in  the  grand 
committee;,  for  granting  a  fupply  to  his  Majefty  for 
the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty^  s  houfhold^  and  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown^  which  was  agreed 
to,    n-emine  contradicejite. 

On  Monday  the  3d,  the  Commons,  in  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  houfe,  confidered  of  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  and  Mr.  ChanceHor  of  the 
Exchequer  reprefi^nted,   '  That  the  annual  fum  of 
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*  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  granted  to  and 

*  fettled  on  the  late  King,  for  the  fupport  of  his 
'  houfliold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
'  crown,   falling  fliort  every  year,   they  had  beea 

*  obliged  to  make  it  up  another  way :  And  that  his 

*  prefent  Majefty's  necefTary  expenees  being  like  to 

*  encreafe,  by  reafon  of  the  largenefs  of  his  family, 
'  and  of  fettling  a  houlhold  for  his  royal  confort,  he 

*  therefore  moved.  That  the  intire  revenues  of  the 

*  Civil  lift^  which  produced  about  one  hundred  and 
'  thirty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  above  the  faid  year- 

*  ly  fum  of  700,000  /.  might  be  fettled  on  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  during  his  life.'  This  motion^vas  feconded 
and  backed  by  feveral  members :  But  was  oppofed 
by  Mr.  Ship^en  in  the  following  fpcech. 

.■,i:il^}'t%mmf  o;!w  .-i3flat?l^^wE;;;Vti->tm. 

tAr.ship'     ' ;*  Sir,   I  agree  with  the  honoirrable  perfon  who 

/«'.  fpeech.  c  fpoi^e  1^,.^-^  -pi.^t  ^n  his  Majefty's  happy  acceffion 

*-  to  the  throne,  there  ought  to  be  no  other  conten- 

'  tion  among  us,  than  who  fhould  mod  contribute 

*  to  his  fervice,  than  who  Ihould  exprefs  their  duty 

*  and  loyalty  in  the  moft  refpedful  and  the  moft 
*"  extenfive  manner.     But  then  I  hope  he  will  agree 

*  with  me,  that  this  is  to  be  done  with  fome  regard 

*  to  thofe  we  reprefent :  That  this  is  to  be  done, 

*  confident  with  the  trull  repofed  in  us,  confiftent 
'^  with  that  frugality  which  this  houfe  is  bound  to 
'  ufe,  whenever  the  crown  is  pleafed  to  call  upon  it, 

*  to  exercife  its  great  power  of  giving  money. 

'  Now,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  urged,  I 
^  think,  we  ihalJ  fo  far  depart  from  this  rule  of  fruga- 
'  lity,  as  we  exceed  the  revenue  granted  to  his  late 

*  Majefty, whether  that  exceeding  fhall  amount year- 
'  ly  to  93,000/.  as  computed  at  the  higheft  by  the 

*  honourable  perfon,or  to  above  1 30,000/.  as  I  have 

*  feen  it  more  truly  computed  by  another.  For  I  re- 

*  member  very  well, that  the  yearly  fum  of  700,000  /, 
'  [though  now  thought  too  little]  was  not  obtained 
^  for  his  late  Majelly,without  a  long  and  folemn  de- 

'  bate  ; 
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*  bate  ;  and  it  was  allowed  by  every  one  that  con- 

*  tended  for  it,  to  be  an  ample  royal  revenue.  Nor 
'  was  it  asked  inconfulcrately,  and  on  a  fudden  ;  it 

*  was  asked  on  mature  deliberation,  after  the  Queen's 

*  civil  lilt  branches  were  found  deficient  i  it  wasask- 
*•  ed,  after  many  computations  had  been  made  of 
'  every  charge  rtquifite  to  fupport  the  honour  and 
'  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  to  maintain  the  prefenc 
'  royal  family  :  IcwasaskLd,  after  duly  weighing, 
'  what  provifion  would  be  fufficient  to  aniwer  all  the 

*  ordinary  and  extraordinary  occafions  of  the  civil 

*  government  -,  what  would  be  fufficient  to  anfwer 

*  all  proper  augmentations  of  falaries,  all  reafonable 

*  and  charitable  penfions,  allfecret  fervices  at  home 
'  and  abroad,  neceiTary  to  carry  on  ajuft  and  wife 

*  adminiftration :  It  was  asked  by  the  honourable 
'  perfon  himfelf,    and  others,  who  were  entering 

*  into  great  employments,  who  were  going  to  taflc 

*  of  the  royal  bounty,    and,    who  therefore  could 

*  not  poflibly  be  fufpedted   to  have  any  defign  of 

*  cramping  his  Majefty,    by  a  too  contradied  and 

*  narrow  revenue. 

'  Nor  does  the  late  alteration  in  the  royal  family 
'  call  for  any  increafe  of  expcnce.    For  if  the  efta- 

*  blifhment  for  the  Queen  fhould  be  enlarged,  whofe 

*  diftinguifhed  charader,  and  many  princely  virtues 
'  (taken  notice  of  in  your  addrefs)  intitle  her  to  all 
'  degrees  of  grandeur,    which  any  former  Queen- 

*  confort  ever  enjoyed  -,  I  fay,  if  her  eftablilhment 

*  fhould  be  enlarged,  I  prcfume,  the  eilablifhment 
'  for  Prince  Frederic^  will  be  much  inferior  to  that 

*  fettled  on  hisprefentMajefly  when  Prince  of  Wales. 
'  Befides,  our  ardent  wifhes  for  his  Majefty 's  con- 
'  ftant  refidence  in  thcfe  kingdoms,  and  his  royal 

*  intentions  of  making  us  a  great  and  happy  people, 
'  give  us  hopes,   that  many  perfonal,   many  parti - 

*  cular  expences  in  the  late  reign,    efpecially  thofe 

*  for  frequent  journies  to  Hanover^  v/ill  be  difcon- 
'  tinued,  and  intirely  ceafe. 

*  Nor 
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*  Nor  is  it  any  objeclion  to  the  reafoning  of  that 
'  time,  when  the  700,000  /.  were  granted  to  the 
'  late  King,    or  to  the  computations  then  made, 

*  that  this  fum  is  faid  to  have  been  found  by  the 
'  experience  ofpqft  times ^  to  be  anfwerable  to  the  ne- 
'  ceffities  of  the  civil  government. 

'  For  this  experience  could  not  be  found  in  the 
'  Queen's  reign,  becaufe  her  civil  lift  branches fel- 

*  dom  amounted  to  600,000/.  commonly  to  about 
'  550,000  /.  and  fometimes  to  a  very  little  above 

*  500,000  /.  as  appears  by  accounts  formerly  laid 

*  before  this  houfe ;  and  I  will  not  fuppofe  thofe  ac- 

*  counts  which  were  brought  from  the  Treafury  to 

*  be  otherwife  than  true,   in  regard  to  my  honour* 

*  able  friend 1  afk  pardon 1  fhould  have  faid, 

'  the  honourable perfon^  for  there  is  no  friendfhip  be- 

*  twixt  us.   But  he  muft  give  me  leave  to  obferve, 

*  That  when  he  alTerts  her  civil  lift  branches  amount- 
'  ed   to  above   700,000  /.   yearly,    he  can  only 

*  mean  the  grofs,  and  not  the  neat  produce,  which 

*  is  a  very  uncandid  and  fallacious  way  of  arguing. 

'  Tho'  her  revenues  were  fo  low,  yet  ftie  called 

*  upon  her  Parliament  but  once  in  a  reign  of  above 

*  thirteen  years,  to  pay  the  debts  contracted  in  her 

*  civil  government ;  and  it  is  a  juftice  due  to  the 

*  memory  of  that  excellent  Princefs,  to  remind  gen- 

*  tlemen  of  the  unparalleled  inftances  of  her  pietyand 

*  generofity,whichocca{ioned  thofe  debts.  She  gave 

*  the  firft  fruits  and  tenths,  arifing  now  [as  the  ho- 

*  nourable  perfon  fays]  to  nineteen  thoufand  pounds  a 
'  year,  fon  the  augmentation  of  the  maintenance  of 

*  the  poor   clergy.   She   gave  5000/.    a  year  out 

*  of  the  Pojl-office  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough :  She 

*  fufFered  700/.  a  week  to  be  like  wife  charged  on  the 

*  Poft-office,  for  the  public  fervice,and  by  thatcon- 
'  ceffion  loft  a  vaft  fum  •,  the  additional  duty  then- 

*  producing  only  8000/.  a  year.    She  gave  feveral 

*  hundred  thoufand  poundsfor  building  thecaftleof 
^  BknhUm :  She  allowed  Fnnc^  Charles  q\^ Denmark 

4000/. 
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'  4000/.  a  year:   She  fuftained  great  loffcs  by  the 

*  Tin  contrail :  She  fupported  the  poor  Palatines. 

*  Thefc,  with  many  other  royal  bounties*  (which 
'  elcape  my  prclent  rcmcnibrance)  were  the  reafons 

*  that  brought  her  under  the  necefllty  of  afking  for 
'  500,000  /.  But  fhe  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  inconve- 

*  nience,  and  fo  determined  never  to  apply  to  her 
'  Parliament  again  in  the  like  manner, 'that  (he  or- 

*  dered  a  confiderable  reducftion  to  be  made  of  her 
'  civil  government  expences.     I  have  {^tn  a  fcheme 

*  of  this  reduftion,  as  it  was  actually  fettled  a  little 
'  before  her  death,  and  intended  to  commence  the 

*  Lady-day  following.  'Twould  be  tedious  to  go 
'  through  all  the  particular  articles  of  it,  and  I  wili 

*  only  name  three  or  four.     The  Cofferer's- Office 

*  payments  were  reduced  from  85,000/.  to  75,000/. 

*  The  allowances  for  foreign  miniflers5from75,ooo/. 

*  to  30,000/.  Penfions  and  bounties,  from  87,490 
'  odd  pounds,    to  60,000  /.   Secret  fervices,   from 

*  27,000/.  to  20,000/.   a  fum  furprifingly  fmalJ, 

*  when  compared  with  the  late  disburfements  on  that 

*  head.    In  fliort,  the  whole  yearly  expences  were 

*  defigned  to  be  reduced  to  459,941  /.  and  that 
'  would  have  been  done  without  eclipfing  the  glory 
'  of  the  crown,    which  fome  gentlemen  fo  roundly 

*  affirm,  cannot  now  be  maintained  under  almofta 
'  double  appointment. 

'  From  hence  \t  appears  plainly,  that  this  argu- 

*  ment  of  the  experience  of  paft  times,  can  have  no- 
'  reference  to  the  Queen's  reign.    It  muft  therefore 

*  be  applied  [tho'.put  in  the  plural  number]  to  tho^ 

*  late  adminiitration  only  ^  and  I  confefs,  if  the 
'  famemanagcment  was  to  be  continued,  if  the  fame 

*  miniilers  was  to  be  again  employed,  a  million  a 

*  year  would  not  be  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  exorbi- 
«  tant  expences,  fo  often,  and  fojuftly  complained  of 
*-  in  this  houfe.  For  it  is  notorious,  it  is  frefli  in  all 

that  befides  the  yearly  700,000  /. 

*.  She  gave  loOjCoo  1,   to  ihc  ufes  of  the  war. 

'  there 
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*  there  have  been  many  occafional  taxes,  many  ex- 
'  cefTive  fums  raifed,  and  they  have  been  all  funk  in 
'  that  bottomlefs  gulf  of  fecret  Service.     Firft,  the 

*  memorable  250,000  /.  were  raifed  (in  defiance  of 
'  the  ancient  Parliamentary  methods)  to  fecure  us 

*  from  the   apprehenfions  of  a  Swedijh  invafion. 

*  Then  the  two  Tnfurance-offices  were  erected  in  as 

*  irregular  d  manner,    by  a   bill  brought  into  this 

*  houfe  (at  the  latter  end  of  a  feffion,  and  after  the 

*  Committee  of  fupply  had  been  clofed)  by  the 
^  honourable  per fon^  on  his  return  into  power;  and 

*  thofe  bubbles  paid  near  300,000  /.  for  their  char- 
'  ters.      Then  a  new  fcene  of  Affairs  opening  in 

*  Sweden^    changed  our  enmity  into  an  alliance  5 

*  there  was  a  fubfidy  of  72,000  /.  implicitly  grants 
'  ed  to  make  good  fome  fecret  bargain^  and  engage- 

*  ment  with  that  crown.     At  the  fame  time  near 

*  24,000  /.    were  given  for  burning  two  merchant 

*  ihips  arrived  from  infedled  places  ;    but  tho'  the 

*  goods,  as  well  as  the  fhips,  were  paid  for  by  this 

*  houfe,  thatthey  might  (without  injury  to  theown- 
'  ers)  be  deftroyed  for  the  public  fafcty,  yet  mofl: 

*  of  them  were  privately  conveyed  into  the  counties 

*  adjacent  to  the  port  where  Ihips  lay,    and  fold 

*  there.     Then  foon  after  a  fum  of  500,000  /.  was 

*  demanded  and  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  ci- 

*  vil  lift  debts :  On  which  occafion  his  late  Majefty 

*  declared  in  his  melTage,  that  he  was  refohed  to  caufe 

*  a  retrenchment  to  be  made  of  his  expences  for  ihefu- 

*  ture.  But  notwithftanding  that  refolution,  in  lefs 
'  than  four  years  (the  neceffities  of  the  government 

*  having  rendered  the  promifed  retrenchment  im- 
'  pradicable)  there  was  a  new  demand,  and  a  new 

*  grant  of  500,000  /.   more,  to  difcharge  new  in- 

*  cumbrances.     I   might  mention  too  the  Spanifh 

*  (hips  which  were  taken  in  the  famous  Me di terra- 

*  nean  fea-fight,  and  (as  we  have  reafon  to  believe) 
'  fold  for  a  confiderable  fum  of  money.     Nor  is  it 

*  poflible  to  forget  the  120,000/.  which  we  could 

'  only 
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'  only  be  told,  •  the  lad  fe.Tion  [in  a  general  unex- 
'  plained  arncle]  w^vc  fccr^tly  difpofcd  of,  for  the 
'  public  utility,  for  the  confervation  of  the  peace 
'  0^  Europe^  and  for  the  fecurity  of  the  commerce 
'  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain, 

'  After  all  thefe  and  other  extraordinary  fupplies 

*  [I  am  informed]  there  yet  remains  a  debt  in  the 
'  civil  government  of  above  600,000  /.  It  fo,  fure- 
«  ly  there  muft  have  been  a  mod  egregious  ncglcdl 
'  of  duty,    to  fay  no  worfe,  there  mult  have  been  a 

*  ftrange  fpirit  of  extravagance  fomewhere,  or  fuch 

*  immenfe  fums  could  never  have  been  fo  foon,  fo 
'  infenfibly  fquandered  away.     And  it  is  amazing 

*  this  extravagance  fliould  happen  under  the  condud: 
'  of  perfons,  pretending  to  furpafs  all  their  predecef- 

*  fors  in  the  kno^yledge  and  care  of  the  public  rc- 
'  venue  :  Bat  we  are  not  to  wonder  that  the  world 
'  has  been  free  in  its  cenfures,  fince  none  of   thefe 

*  fums  have  been  accounted  for,  fince  they  have 
'  been  employed   in  fervices  not  fit  to  be  owned. 

*  None  but  thofe  who  are  in  xhtfecrety  and  who 
'  had  the  difpofal  ofthem,  can  refute  the  reflexions 

*  diat  are  made  without  doors,  not  only  on  the  mi- 

*  niftry,  but  even  on  both  houfes  of  Parliament 

'  I  muft  fay  no  more But  I  heartily  wifh,    that 

'  time  ;^  the  great  difcoverer  of  hidden  truths  and  con- 

*  cealed  iniquities)  may  produce  a  lift  of  all  fuch 
'  (if  any  fuch  there  were)  who  have  been  perverted 
'  from  their  public  duty  by  private  penfions  -,  who 
'  have  been  the  hired flaves^   and  the  corrupt  inftru- 

*  ments  of  a-profufe  and  vain-glorious  adminifiraiion. 
'  If  there  have  been  none  fuch,  then  the  whole 
'  weight,  then  the  whole  guilt  of  the  late  mifma- 
'  nagement  lies  on  the  minifters  themfelves. 

'  But  it  feems  to  be  matter  of  univerlaljoy  to  the 
'nation,  that  the  Cafe  IsMike  to  be  altered.      Wei 

*  hope  we  are  arrived  at  a  day  oft)etter  ceconomy, 
'  we  hope  fuch  practices  will  be  fo  far  from  being 

*  imitated,  that  they  will  be  detefted  and  abhorred. 

Vol.  IX.  U  Nor 


290  Parliamentary     A.iyz'/a 

*  Nor  can  any  one  entertain  the  leaft  doubt  of  this, 

*  when  he  confiderSj  a  prince  is  afcending  the  throne, 
^  who  will  choofe  a  knowing,  faithful,  and  frugal 
'  miniftry,  who  will  not  permit  his  domellic  or 
'  foreign  affairs  to  be  negotiated  by  bribery  and  cor- 
^  ruption,  for  want  of  llifficiency  and  fkill  in  poli- 
'  tics  :  Whofe  wifdom  will  enable  him,  and  whofc 
'  goodnefs  will  incline  him,  not  only  to  infpedl  the 

*  management  of  his  civil-lift  branches,  but  in  juf- 
'  tice  to  his  Parliaments,  and  in  compaflion  to  his 
*■  people,  to  diredl  and  require  a  due  and  exa6l  dif- 

*  poiition  of  all  the  other  public  funds,  according 

*  to  their  refpedive  appropriations. 

'  Now,,in  confequence  of  this  moftjuft  notion  of. 
'  his  Majefty's  frugality   (which  among  other  his 

*  innumerable  virtues,  endears  him  fo  much  to  his 
'  fubjeds)  I  hope  I  may,  without  offence,  propofe 

*  the  addition  of  fome  words  to  your  queftion,  that 
'  may  reftrain  it  to  700,000  /.  and  in  this  I  as  much 

*  confult  tiie  fervice  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  honour 

*  and  dignity  of  the  crown,    as  thofe  who  are  for 

*  granting  the  funds  without  any  reftridtion.     For 

*  (in  my  humble  opinion)  the  voting  a  greater  fum 
'  than  was  fettled  on  his  late  Majefty,  is  only  voting 

*  an  indemnity,    is  voting  at  leaft  m  favour  of  mi-  . 

*  nifters,  whofe  condu6t  (as  I  have  already  hinted) 
'  if  laid  before  you,  and  duly  examined,  would  per- 
'  haps  rather  deferveyour  cenfure  than  approbation.. 

'  Befides,  the  furplus  or  thefe  branches  is  appro- 
^  priated  to  the  finking  fund  v  and,  tnat,  I  thought 

*  had  been  a  lacreci  aepojtlum,  referved  for  the  gra- 

*  dual  difcharge  of  the  national  debt.    I  thought  it 

*  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  fort  of  iacri- 

*  lege,  to  have  diverted  the  leaft  part  of  it  (on  any  , 
'  pretence  wh^.tfoever)  from  its  original  ufes  -,  and 

'  ic  is  as  lurpnfing  1:0  me,  that  the  honourable  per- 

*  loii  ihould  be  tor  deitroying  his  ov/n  darling  pro-  , 
'  jecit ',  that  he  ihouic.  oe  lor  pulling  down  the  boaft- 

'  ed  monument  of  his  glory  i  as  it  may  be  to  others, 

*  that 


A.  1727.        DEBATES.  291 

'  that  I  am  for  fupportiiig  any  Ichcme  of  his,  which 
'  might  have  tranfaiittcd  his  name  with  advantage 

*  to  pofterity. 

'  If  his  Majelly  was  rightly  apprized  of  thcfccir- 
'  cumltances,  he  would  doubtlcfs  rather  be  content 

*  with  a  clear  annual  revenue  of  700,000  /.  than  fuf- 
'  fer  his  nrfl  demand  of  money,  (by  any  precipi- 
'  tate  proof  of  our  zeal)  to  carry  the  leaft  appear- 

*  ance  of  being  burdenfome  to  his  people,  who  have 

*  Jong  laboured  under  the  preflure  of  grievous  and 
'  exorbitant  taxes  -,  for  he  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed 

*  to  fignify  from  the  throne  his  fixed  refolution. 

'  By  all  pofTible  means  to  merit  their  love  and 
'  affedlion,  which  he  fhall  always  look  upon  as  the 

*  beft  fupport  and  fecurity  of  his  crown. 

'  I  will  detain  you,  Sir,  no  longer,  but  defireyou 
'  would  conclude  your  queftion  with  thefe  words, 

In  like  fnanner  as  they  were  granted  and  continued 
to  his  late  Majefty^  which  make  up  the  clear  yearly 
fum  of  70O5O00/. 

Tho'  this  fpeech  could  not  be  very  agreeable  to 
thofe  intheadminiftration,  yet  theyfhewed  fomuch 
temper  as  not  to  anfwer  it:  And  fo  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved,  ift.  '  That  towards  the  fupply 
'  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  thefupportof  hisMa- 
'  jefty's  houfhold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
'  the  crown,  the  fame  revenues  which  were  paya- 
'  bleto  his  1  ate  Majefty  King  G^^rg-^,  of  glorious  me- 
'  mory,  during  his  life,  and  had  continuance  till  the 
'  timeofhisdemife,  be  granted  and  continued  to  his 

*  prefent  Majeity,  during  hia  life.    2<^/v,  That  the 

*  faid  revenues  be  continued  from  the  death  of  his 

*  late  Majefty.'  Thefe  refolutions  being,  the  next 
^^y»  O^^b  4-)  reported,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  there- 
upon. The  flime  day,  a  bill  to  enable perfons  to  qua- 
lify themfelves  in  Great  Britain  to  continue  in  their  rc- 
fpeSiive  places  and  offices  in  Ireland,  was  prefented  to 

U  2  the 
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the  houfe,  read  the  fird,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fe:ond  time. 

On  the  5th  of  Jdy^  the  \:i\^forthe  better fupport  of 
his  Majefty^s  houfbold.  &c.  wasprefented  to  the  houfe, 
read  the  firfl:,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  ; 
a  b'lWfor  continuing  the  imprifonment  ^/Robert  Black- 
bourne,,  and  other Sy  for  the  horrid  confpiracy  to  affaf- 
/incite  the  perfon  of  his  late  facred  Majefly  King 
William  the  ihird^  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  -,  as 
was  alfo  the  bill  to  enable  perfon s  to  qualify  themf elves 
in  Great  ^x\x£\^  for  places  in  Ireland. 

The  next  day,  the  civil  lift  bill  was  read  the  fe- 
cond time,  and  committed  to  a  grand  committee  \ 
and  then  Mr.  Treafurer  delivered  to  the  houfe  a 
mefTage,  figned  by  his  Majefhy,  which  was  read, 
as  follows >  viz, 

GEORGE /^. 

Z-flS  Majefty  confidering  that  the  provifion  made  for 
the  Queen  his  confort^  in  cafe  fbe  fhould  furvive 
his  M.ajefty^  is  very  infufficient  to  fupport  her  royal  dig- 
nity^ and  that  his  Majefty  is  reftrained  by  the  hws 
now  in  being  from  increafing  the  fime^  thinks  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  recommend  the  making  far ihn  provifion  for 
the  ^.een  to  your  confideration. 

Hereupon  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  take  the 
faid  mefTage  into  confideration  the  next  day,  in  a 
committee  of  the  wliole  houfe  ;  after  which,  in  a 
grand  committee,  the  bill  for  continuing  the  impri- 
fonment of  KohtTtB\';}ick.ho\:ivn€:^  and  others^  was  crone 
through,  and  feveral  amendments  were  made  to  it, 
which  being,  thenextday,  (J^/y  7.)  reported,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and  the  fiid  bill  ordered  to 
be  engroifed.    The  fame  day,  the  Commons,   in  a 

grand 
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grand  committee,   took  into  confidcration  hi.s  Ma- 
jefty's  gracious  mcfllige,  and  refolvcd, 

ly?.  That  a  provifion  be  made  for  the  Queen,  in 
cafe  ilie  fliall  llirvive  his  Majefty,  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  per  Annum  during  her  Hfe,  to  fup- 
port  her  royal  dignity,  together  with  his  Majcdy's 
p'Ahce  o\  Somerfet-boufe,  and  the  lodge  and  lands  at 
Richfnond  Old- Park, 

idly^  That  his  Majefty  be  enabled  to  charge  the 
fliid  one  hundred  thouland  pounds/)^r  Annum  on  all, 
or  any  of  the  duties  or  revenues  fettled  or  appointed 
for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  houfhold,  and 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  which  fhall 
Tubfift  after  his  Majefty's  demife. 

After  this,  in  a  grand  committee,  the  Commons 
went  through  the  bill  for  the  better  fupport  of  his 
Majefty^s  houfJjold^  &c.  and  made  fev^ral  amend- 
ments thereto. 

On  Saturday  the  8  th  of  July^  Mr.  Treafurer  ac- 
quainted the  houfe.  That  he  had  a  meflage  from  his 
Majefty  to  this  houfe,  figned  by  his  Majefty,  and 
he  delivered  the  fame  to  Mr.  Speaker,  who  read 
the  fame  to  the  houfe,  as  followeth,  viz, 

GEORGE  R, 

n^H  E  South-fea  company  having  addreffcd  his  Ma- 
jefiy  in  a  dutifid  mamier,,  nat  he  woidd  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  condefcend  to  be  Governor  of  the  faid 
company^  and  his  Majefly  having  been  gracioujly  plea- 
fed  to  accept  the  fame^  his  Majefly  recommends  it  to 
this  houfe  ^  to  confider  of  proper  methods  to  render  the 
fame  effe^ual. 

Hereupon  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  to 

pnable  his  Majefty  to  be  Governor  of  the  South-fea 

U  3  company. 
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company.  Then  Mr.  Farrer  reported  the  preceding 
day's  refolutions  for  a  provifion  for  her  Majefty, 
which  being  agreed  to,  Nemine  Contradicenie^  a  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  purfuant  to  the  faid 
refolutions. 

Mr.  Farrer  afterwards  reported  to  the  houfe,  the 
amendments  made,  in  the  grand  Committee,  to  the 
civil-liji  hilU  which  being  agreed  to,  the  faid  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  ingrolTed.  This  done,  Mr.  Scrope  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  a  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  he 
governor  of  the  South-Sea  company  \  which  was  re- 
ceived, read  immediately  the  firft  and  feco  d  time, 
and,  without  paffing  through  a  Committee,  ordered 
to  be  ingroffed.  Then  an  ingroffed  bill/^r  continu- 
ing the  imprifonment  of  Robert  Blackbourne,  and  0- 
ihersydic.  was  read  the  third  time,  pafTed,  and  fent 
up  to  the  Lords  -,  and,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  the  Commons  went  through  the  bill  to  enMe 
ferfons  to  qualify  ihemfehes  in  Grt^iX-'^nx.dJm  for  places 
and  offices  in  Ireland,  and  added  feveral  claufes  to  it. 

On  Monday  the  loth,  the  civil-lift:  hill  was  read 
the  third  time,  paffed,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords  ; 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  to  the 
houfe  a  bill  to  enable  his  Majefiy  to  fettle  a  revenue 
for  fupporting  the  royal  dignity  of  the  ^een,  &c. 
which  was  read  the  firfl,  and  unanimoufly  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  the  bill  to  enable  his 
Majefiy  to  be  governor  of  the  South-Sea  company^ 
was  read  the  third  time,  pafled,  and  fent  up  to  the 
Lords. 

The  next  day,  the  bill  for  fettling  a  revenue  on 
the  ^een^  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe  ;  and  Mr.  Edg- 
comhe  having  reported  to  the  houfe  the  amendments 
made  to  the  qualifying  bill^  the  famiC,  with  fome  o- 
ther  amendments,  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  ingroiTed, 

On 
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On  the  1 2th,  the  faid  ingrolTcd  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  pafTed,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords  ;  and 
then,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfc,  the  Com- 
mons went  through  the  h\\\  for  fettling  a  revenue  on 
her  Majcfly^  and  made  feveral  amendments  thereto  ^ 
which  Mr. Chancellor  of  the  E.vf^^^^/dT  having,  the 
next  day,  reported  to  the  houfe,  the  fame  were  a- 
greed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  ingrofled. 

On  Friday  the  14th,  the  faid  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  pafTed,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords  •,  and 
fo  the  Commons  having  finifhed  all  the  bufinefs  de- 
pending before  them,  adjourned  till  the  Monday 
next  following. 

On  that  day,  the  17th  of  Jidy^  the  King  went  to 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robes, 
feated  on  the  throne,  with  the  ufual  folemnity.  Sir 
Charles  Dalton^  gentleman-uflier  of  the  black-rod, 
was  fent  with  a  meilage  from  his  Majefty  to  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  commanding  their  attendance 
in  the  houfe  of  Peers  -,  and  the  Commons  being 
come  thither  accordingly,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  give  the  royal  afTent  to, 

1 .  An  a5i  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefly^s 
houfiold^  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown 
^Great-Britain. 

2.  An  a5i  for  enabling  his  Majefly  to  fettle  a  re- 
venue for  fupport  ing  the  royal  dignity  of  the  Queen, 
in  cafe  floe  fh all  fur vive  his  Majefly . 

3.  An  a5l  to  enable  his  Majefly  to  he  governor  of 
the  South- Sea  company. 

4.  An  a5l  for  continuing  the  imprifonment  of  Ro- 
bert Blackbourne,  a7td  others^  for  the  horrid  confpi- 
racy  to  affaffinate  the  perfon  of  his  late  f acred  Majefly 
King  William  the  Third  of  glorious  Memory. 

5.  An  a^  for  making  farther  provijions  to  enable 
ferfons  poffeffed  of  offices  at  the  demife  of  his  late  Ma- 
li 4  j'fiy^ 
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jefty^  to  qualify  themfelves  for  the  enjoyment  of  fuch 
offices  ;  and  for  altering  and  explaining  the  a^s  of  Par- 
liament therein  mentioned^  in  relation  to  qualifying  per- 
fons  for  continuing  in  offices^  and  to  the  continuance  of 
the  fheriffs  of  the  county  ^/Cornwall,  and  county  pa- 
latine  of  Chefler,  and  fever al  other  officers  therein 
mentioned^  after  the  demife  of  his  late  Majefiy^  his 
heirs  andfuccejfors^  and  for  continuing  fuch  laws  as 
would  expire  at  the  end  of  this  feffion  of  Parliament. 

After  this,  his  Majcfty  was  pleafed  to  make  the 
follo'vving  moft  gracious  fpecch  to  both  houfes  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
TheKing^s  c   "v  Cannot  but  exprefs  the  greateft  fatisfadlion  in 
'   J.   the  convincing  proofs  you  have  given  me,  in 
«  this  fefiion,  of  your  duty  and  affed:ion  to  my  per- 
1  fon,  and  zeal  for  my  government. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  I  mufl:  particularly  thank  you  for  your  unani- 

*  mity  and  difpatch,  in  granting  me  the  revenues 

*  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  my  family,  and  the 
*•  occafions  of  my   civil  government ;  which  you 

*  have  done  in  a  manner  fo  very  agreeable,  and 
^  with  fuch  a  due  regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
'  of  the  crown,  that  if  any  thing  could  add  to  my 

*  own  inclinations  of  making  the  happinefs  of  my 

*  fgbjedls  my  principal  care  and  ftudy,  this  inftance 
'  of  your  particular  confidence  in  me,  would  en- 

*  gage  me  more  ftrongly  to  make  ufe  of  the  power 

*  you  have  given  me  of  doing  good,  in  promoting 

*  the  honour  and  interefl  of  my  people. 

*  The  ample  provifion  you  have  made  for  the 

*  Queen  is  another  inffance  of  your  regard  for  me, 

*  which  I,  am  confident  fhe  will  very  well  deferve, 
<  and  I  ihall  always  acknowledge. 

Mj.. 
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My  Lords  njid  Goitkmen^ 
*  It  is  a  great  happinefs  to  me  to  fee  the  nation  in 
'  \'o  profptrous  and  llourifliing  a  condition,  at  the 

*  highclt  pitch  of  glory  and  reputation,  of  great 
'  weight  in  holding  the  balance  of  Europe^  dcfcnd- 

*  ing  themfelves  in  their  juft  privileges  and  poflef- 
'  fions,  and  vindicating  the  honour  of  the  crown  of 
'  Great-Britain. 

'  At  home,  I  find,  among  my  protedant  fubjedl^, 
'  fuch  mutual  charity  and  forbearance  diftufed 
'  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  the  national  church 
'  repines  not  at  the  indulgence  given  tofcrupulous 
'  confciencies-,  and  thofe  that  receive  the  benefits  of 
'  the  toleration,  envy  not  the  eifablifhed  church  the 
'  rights  and  privileges  which  they  by  law  enjoy. 

'  From  thefe  happy  caufes  and  favourable  con- 
'  juntlures  has  flowed  that  general  tranquillity,  that 
'  rife  of  public  credit,  and  that  improvement  of 
'  trade  and  commerce, which  have  greatly  increafed 

*  our  wealth  and  power,  and  given  us  that  refpedb 
'  and  influence  abroad,which  has  fomuch  advanced 
'  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  this  nation. 

'  But  all  thefe  blefTings,  great  and  valuable  as  they 
'  are,  had  not  been  fecured  and  tranfmitted  to  us, 
'  without  your  having  carefully  avoided  all  occafions 
'  of  ftrifeand  divifion;  without  a  flri6l  regard  to 

*  public  fliith,  a  conilint  care  and  attention  towards 
'  difcharging  the  national  debt,  and  without  that 
^  Angular  fteadinefs  and  refolution,  which  this  Par- 
^  liament  has  fhewed  upon  all  proper  and  neceflary 
'  occafions. 

'  I  can  therefore  make  no  doubt,  but  that  your 

*  behaviour,  and  i\\<:  temper  you  have  fhewn,  will 

*  fufficiently  recommend  this  Parhament  to  the 
'  efteem  and  good  opinion  of  their  country  -,  who, 
'  IroHi  the  fame  conduct,  and  by  purfijing  the  fame 
^  meafures,  may  promife  themfelves  all  future  prof- 
'  perity. 

^  The 
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« The  expiration  of  this  Parliament  now  drawing 
f  near,  I  will  give  orders  for  ifTuing  the  writs  for 

*  calling  and  eleding  a  new  Parliament,  as  foon  as 
«  it  can  conveniently  be  done;  and  I  am  perfuaded 
<  that  the  general  conteft  and  emulation  in  expref- 
«  fions  of  duty  and  afFedlions  to  me,  which,  to  my 

*  great  fatisfadion,  I  have  univerfally  met  with, 

*  will  be  farther  demonflrated  by  the  choice  of  a 

*  Parliament^  zealoufly  afFe<5led  to  our  prefent  hap- 
«  py  eftablifhment   in    the  proteftant  fuccefTion  -, 

*  and  in  return,  nothing  ihall  be  wanting  on  my 

*  part,  that  can  contribute  towards  improving  a 
«  good  correfpondence  and  harmony  between  me 

*  and  my  people,  and  that  can  tend  to  psrfed  and 
^  perpetuate  the  happinefs  of  Great  Britai^i, 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's 
command,  fignified  to  both  houfes,  his  Majefty's 
royal  will  and  pleafure^  that  this  Parliament  he  pro- 
rogued to  Tuefday  the  twenty -ninth  day  <?/ Auguft  next. 

This  Parliament  was  diflblved  by  Proclamation 
on  the  7th  of  Auguji. 


An 
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An  exaEt  Liji  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal:  As  alfo  of  the  Knights,  Com- 
tnijjioners  of  Shires,  Citizens,  and  Burgefesof 
the  firjl  Parliament  of  King  George  II. 
fu77imoned  to  7neet  at  Weftminfter  on  the 
28th  day  of  November,  1727,  being  the  fe^ 
venth  Parliament  ^  Great- Britain. 

An  exa6l  LIST  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal, 


Note,  Tbofe  marked  with  this  afterisk  *  are  under 
age  -,  and  thofe  marked  thus  f  are  the  fixteen 
Scotch  Peers. 


Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  Great  Officers  of  State, 

*  T  TI  S  Royal  Highnefs  Frederic- Lewis,  Duke 
X  X  of  Edinburgh,  ^c. 

*  His  Royal  Highnefs  William- Auguftus,  Duke  of 

Cumberland,  <^c. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  ErneftrAuguftus,  Duke  of 

York  and  Albany. 
Peter  King,  L  rd  King,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 

Great-Britain. 
William  Cavendifh,   Duke  of  Devonfliire,   Lord 

Prefident  of  the  Council. 
Thomas  Trevor,  Lord  Trevor  of  Bromham,  Lord 

Privy  Sci\\. 
Lionel-Cranfield  Sackville,  Duke  of  Dorfet,  Lord 

Steward  of  his  Majefty's  Houfhold. 
Charles  Fitz-Roy,  Duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  Cham- 
berlain of  the  King's  Houfhold. 

DUKES 
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DUKES    32. 

Thomas  Howard,  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
Charles  Seymour,  Duke  of  Somerfet. 
Charles  Fitzroy,  Duke  of  Cleveland  and  Southamp- 
ton. 
Charles  Lenos,  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox. 

*  Henry  Somerfet,  Duke  of  Beaufort. 
Charles  Beauclair,  Duke  of  St.  Albans. 
Charles  Powlct,  Duke  of  Bolton. 
Peregrine  Ofborne,  Duke  of  Leeds. 

*  Wriothefly  Ruflel,  Duke  of  Bedford. 

*  Edmund  Sheffield,    Duke  of   Buckinghamfhire 

and  Normanby. 
John  Manners,  Duke  of  Rutland. 
John  Mountague,  Duke  of  Mountague. 
■f  Jafiies  Graham,  Duke  of  Montrofe. 
Charles  Douglas,  Duke  of  Dover  and  Queenfbury, 
Henry  de  Grey,  Duke  of  Kent. 
James  Hamilton,  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon. 
Peregrine  Bertie^  Duke  of  Ancafter  and  Kefteven. 

*  Evelyn  Pierpont,  Duke  of  Kingfton. 
Thomas-  Holies  Pelham,  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

*  William  Bentinck,  Duke  of  Portland. 
Philip  Wharton,  Duke  of  Wharton. 
William  Mountague,  Duke  of  Manchefler. 
James  Bridges,  Duke  of  Chandos. 

John  Campbel,  Duke  of  Greenwich  and  Argyle. 
Scroop  Egerton,  Duke  of  Bridgwater. 

MARQUESSES    2. 

William  Herbert,  Marquefs  of  Powis. 
f  John  Hay,  Marquefs  of  Tweedale. 

EARLS    84. 

George  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrewfbury. 

Tames  Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby. 

^  Theo- 
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Theophilus  Haftinpis,  Earl  of  Huntingdon. 
Thomas  Herbert,  Eurl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgo- 
mery. 
Henry  Clinton,  Earl  of  Lincoln. 
Edward  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk. 
James  Cecil,  Earl  of  Salifbury. 
Brownlow  Cecil,  Earl  of  Exeter. 
John  Sidney,  Earl  of  Leicefter. 
James  Compton,  Earl  of  Northampton. 
Edward  Rich,  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Holland. 
William  Fielding,  Earl  of  Denbigh. 
Thomas  Fane,  Earl  of  Weftmoreland. 
Henry-Bowes  Howard,  Earl  of  Berkfhire. 
John  Savage,  Earl  Rivers. 

Charles  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Mon- 
mouth. 
Harry  Grey,  Earl  of  Stamford. 

John  Finch,  Earl  of  Winchelfea. 

Phihp-Dormer  Stanhope,  Earl  of  Cheflerfield. 

Thomas  Tufton,  Earl  of  Thanet. 

Robert  Spencer,  Earl  of  Sunderland. 

Nicholas  Leak,  Earl  of  Scarfdale. 

Edward  Montague,  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Henry  Hyde,  Earl  of  Clarendon  and  Rochefler, 

William  Capel,  Earl  of  Effex. 

George  Brudcnal,  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

Arthur  Annefley,  Earl  of  Anglefey. 

Charles  Howard,  Earl  of  Carlifle. 

Thomas  Bruce,  Earl  of  Ailefbury. 

Richard  Boyle,  Earl  of  Burlington. 

*  Anthony- Afliley  Cooper,  Earl  of  Shaftfbury. 
George-Henry  Lee,  Earl  of  Litchfield. 
John  Roberts,  Earl  of  Radnor. 

William  Pallon,  Earl  of  Yarmouth. 
James  Berkeley,  Earl  of  Berkeley. 
Daniel  Finch,  Earl  of  Nottingham. 
Mountague-Venables  Bertie,  Earl  of  Abingdon. 
♦Baptitt  Noel,  Earl  of  Gainfborough. 

*  Robert  D'Arcy,  Earl'of  Hoidernefs. 

*  Other- 


302  Parliamentarv     a.  1727. 

*  Other- Windfor  Hickman,  Earl  of  Plymouth. 
William- Stafford  Howard,  Earl  of  Stafford. 
Richard  Lumley,  Earl  of  Scarborough. 
George  Booth,  Earl  of  Warrington. 

Henry  Newport,  Earl  of  Bradford. 
Frederic  Zuleftein  de  Naffau,  Earl  of  Rochford. 
William-Anne  Van  Kepel,  Earl  of  Albemarle, 
William  Coventry,  Earl  of  Coventry. 

*  William  Villiers,  Earl  of  Jcrfey. 

Henry  D'Auverquerque,  Earl  of  Grantham. 

John  Poulet,  Earl  Poulet  of  Hinton  St.  George. 

Francis  Godolphin,  Earl  Godolphin. 

George  Cholmondeley,  Earl  of  Cholmondeley. 

f  John  Sutherland,  Earl  of  Sutherland. 

•f  John  Leflie,  Earl  of  Rothes. 

■f  David  Arefkine,  Earl  of  Buchan. 

•f  Thomas  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Hadingtown. 

-f*  HughCampbel,  Earl  of  Lowdon. 

f  James  Ogilvy,  Earl  of  Finlater. 

-j"  Charles  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Selkirk. 

-j-  John  Murray,  Earl  of  Dunmore. 

f  George  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Orkney. 

f  Alexander  Hume,  Earl  of  Marchmont, 

f  John  Dalrimple,  Earl  of  Stair. 

f  Charles  Hope,  Earl  of  Hopton. 

-f  Henry  Scot,  Earl  of  Deloraine. 

■f  Archibald  Campbel,  Earl  of  Ila. 

Edward  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer. 

Thomas  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford. 

Wafhington  Shirley,  Earl  Ferrers. 

William  Legg,  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Henry  Paget,  Earl  of  U^bridge. 

*Lewis  Vv'atfon,  Earl  of  Rockingham. 

Charles  Bennct,  Earl  of  Tankerville. 

Fleneage  Finch,  Earl  of  Aylesford. 

John  Harvey,  Earl  of  Briffol. 

George  Mountague,  Earl  of  Hallifax, 

Talbot  Yelverton,  Earl  of  §uffex. 

*  William  Cowoer,  Earl  Cov/per. 

*  Philip 
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*  Philip  Stanhope,  Earl  Stanhope. 
Thomas  Coningfby,  Earl  Coningfby. 
Bennct  Sherrard,  Earl  of  Harborough. 
Thomas  Parker,  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 
Thomas  Farmer,  Earl  of  Pomfret  alias  Pontefraft, 

*  D.ivid  Graham,  Earl  Graham  of  Belford. 

*  Robert  Ker,  Earl  Ker  of  Wakefield. 

VISCOUNTS     14. 

Price  Devereux,  Vifcount  Hereford.' 
Anthony  Brown,  Vifcount  Montague. 
Lawrence  Fienes,  Vifcount  Say  and  Sele. 
Thomas  BellalTys,   Vifcount  Fauconberg  of  Hen- 

knowle. 
Charles  Townfhend,  Vifcount  Townfhend  of  Rayn- 

ham. 

*  Thomas  Thynne,  Vifcount  Weymouth. 
William  Hatton,  Vifcount  Hatton  of  Gretton. 
Henry  Lowther,  Vifcount  Lonfdale. 

Henry  O'Brian,  Vifcount  Tadcafter. 

Henry  St.  John,  Vifcount  St.  John  of  Batterfea> 

Richard  Temple,  Viicount  Cobham. 

Hugh  Bofcawen,  Vifcount  F'almouth. 

John  Wallop,  Vifcount  Lymington. 

*  Simon  Harcourt,  Vifcount  Harcourt. 
George  Byng,  Vifcount  Torrington. 

BARONS    63. 

William  Nevil,  Lord  Abergavenny. 
James  Touchet,  Lord  Audley  of  Heleigh. 
Algernon  Seymour,  Baron   Fiercy   of  Alnewick, 

ana    Baron   Lucy   of   Egremond,    Fitx-payne^ 

Poinings,  Brian,  Latimer. 
Job     Welt,  Lord  De  ia  War. 
Cherries  Mildmay,  Lord  Fitzwalter, 
Hugh  Fortefcue,  Lord  Clinton, 

Edward 
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Edward  Ward,  Lord  Dudley  and  Ward  of  Bir- 
mingham. 
Thomas  Stourton,  Lord  Stourton  of  Stourton. 
George  Verney,  Lord  Willoughby  of  Brook. 

*  Hugh  Willoughby,  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham. 
Francis  Howard,  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham. 
William  North,  Lord  North  of  Kirtling,  Mode, 

and  Catlidge,  and  Lord  Troy  of  Rollafton. 
William-Ferdinand  Carey,  Lord  Hunfdon. 
John  St.  John,  Lord  St,  John  of  Bietflio. 

*  Robert  Petre,  Lord  Petre  of  Writle. 

Philip  Gerrard,  Lord  Gerrard  of  Gerrards  Bromley. 
Henry  Arundel,  Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour. 

*  Edward  Bly the,  I^rd  Clifton  of  Leighton  Bromf- 

wold. 
Charles  Dormer,  Lord  Dormer  of  Wenge. 

*  Henry  Roper,  Lord  Tenham  of  Tenham. 

*  William  Greville,  Lord  Brook  of  Beauchamp's 

Court. 

*  Nevil  Lovelace,  Lord  Lovelace  of  Hurley. 
Henry  Maynard,  Lord  Maynard  of  Eftaines  parva, 
Charles  Bruce,  Lord  Bruce  of  Wharlton. 
Edward  Leigh,  Lord  Leigh  qf  Stonely. 
William  Byron,  Lord  Byron  of  Rochedale. 
Marmaduke  Langdale,  Lord  Langdale  of  Holme. 
William  Berkeley,  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton. 
Charles  Cornwallis,  Lord  Cornwallis  of  Eye. 
Charles  Townfhend,  Lord  Townfhend  of  Lynn- 
Regis. 

John  Arundel,  Lord  Arundel  of  Trerice. 
William  Craven,  Lord  Craven  of  Hamfted-MarlhaL 
Hugh  CiilFord,  Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh. 
Peregrin€-HydeOfborDe,LordO/borneofKiveton. 
John  Carteret,  Lord  Carteret  of  Hawns. 
Wiiiiam  Stav/el,  Lord  Stawel  of  Somerton. 
Francis  North,  Lord  Guildford. 
James  Waldgrave,  Lord  Waldgrave  of  Chewton. 
Edward  Griffin,  Lord  Griffin. 

John 
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John  Afhburnham,  Lord  Afhburnham  of  Afbbiirn- 

ham. 
Charles  Butler,  Lord  Butler  of  Wellon. 
Henry  Herbert,  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury. 
Maurice  Thompfon,  Lord  Haver fham  of  Haver- 

fham. 
Gilbert  Vane,  Lord  Barnard  of  Barnard's  Caftle. 
John-Levefon  Gower,  LordGower  of  Sittenham. 
Francis-SeymourConway,  Lord  Conway  of  Ragley. 
Charles  Boyle,  Lord  Boyle  of  Marfton. 
George  Hay,  Lord  Hay  of  Pedwardin. 
Thomas  Windfor,  Lord  Mountjoy  of  the  IQe  of 

Wight. 

*  Thomas  Manfcl,  Lord  Maniel  of  Margam. 
ThomasWilloughby,LordMiddletonofMiddleton. 
George  Granville,  Lord  Lanfdown  of  Biddiford. 
Samuel  Malham,  Lord  Mafliam  of  Gates. 
Thomas  Foley,  Lord  Ft)ley  of  Kidderminfler. 
Allen  Bathurft,  Lord  Bathurft  of  Battlefden. 
Robert  Benfon,  Lord  Bingley. 

Thomas  Onflow,   Lord   Onflow  of  Onflow  and 

Wefl-Clandon. 
Charles  Cadogan^  Lord  Cadogan  of  Reading. 

*  Robert  Marfliam,  Lord  Romney. 
Matthew-Ducie  Moreton,  Lord  Duce  de  Moreton. 
Robert  Walpole,  Lord  Walpole  of  Walpole. 

ARCHBISHOPS  and  BISHOPS  26. 

t)r.  William  Wake,  Lord  Archbifliopof  Canterbury^ 

Dr.  Lancelot  Blackburn,  Lord  Archbifliop  of  York^ 

Dr.  Edmund  Gibfon,  Lord  Bifliop  of  London. 

Dr.  William  Talbot,  L.  B.  of  Durham. 

Dr.  Richard  Willis,  L.  B.  of  Winchefter. 

Dr.  John  Hough,  L.  B.  of  Worcefter. 

Dr.  John  Wynn^  L.  B.  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

Dr.  John  Potter,  L.  B.  of  Oxford. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly,  L.  B.  of  Sarum. 

Dr.  Edward  Chandler,  L.  B.  of  Coventry  and  Lich- 

field. 

Vol.  IX.  X  Dr. 
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Dr.  Samuel  Bradford,  L.  B.  of  Rochefter. 
Dr.  White  Kennet,  L.  B.  of  Peterborough. 
Dr.  Thomas  Green,  L.  B.  of  Ely. 
Dr.  Richard  Reynolds,  L.  B.  of  Lincoln. 
Dr.  Jofeph  WiJcox,  L.  B.  of  Gloucefter. 
Dr.  John  Waugh,  L.  B.  of  CarliOe. 
Dr.  William  Baker,  L.  B.  of  ^Norwich. 
Dr.  Henry  Egerton,  L.  B.  of  Hereford. 
Dr.  Richard  Smallbroke,  L.  B.  of  St.  David's. 
Dr.  Edward  Waddington,  L.  B.  of  Chichefler. 
Dr.  William  Bradihaw,  L.  B.  of  Briitol. 
Dr.  Stephen  Wefton,  L.B.  of  Exeter. 
Dr.  Robert  Clavering,  L.  B.  ofLlandaff. 
Dr.  Samuel  Peploe,  L.  B.  of  Ghefter. 
Dr.  Francis  Hare,  L.B.  of  St.  Aftph. 
Dr.  Thomas  Sherlock,  L.B.  of  Bangor. 


An  exaB  Lifi  of  the  Knights  and  ComrniJJioner^ 
of  Shires^  Citizens  and  Burge£es, 

Bedfordpdire  4.         Right  Hon.  Lord  V^ere- 

HO  N.  Pattee  Bing,  Beauclair. 

Efq-,  Borough  of  Reading. 

Sir  Rov/landAlfton, Bart.  Richard  Porenger,  Efq; 

'Town  ^/Bedford.  Richard  Thompfon,  Efq; 

John  Orlebar,  Efq;  Borough  of  Walhng- 

John-ThurloeBrace,Efq;  ford. 

George  Lewen,  Efq; 
Berks  9.  William  Hucks,  Efq; 

Sir  John  Stonehoufe,Bart.     Borough  of  Abingdon. 
Robert  Parker,  Efq;  Robert  Hucks,  Efq; 

Borough  ^/New-Wind- 

for.  Bucks  14. 

Right  Hon.  George  Choi-  Hon.  Sir  William  Stan- 
mondeley.  Lord  Vif-  hope.  Knight  of  the 
count  Mulpas;  ■  Bath,  -i  r- ^ 

RicEard 
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Richard  Hambden,  Efq;      Town  of  Cambridge 


3^7 


Town 


Bucking- 


ham. 
Hon.  John  Fane,  Efq^ 
Thomas  Lewis,  Elq; 
Borough  of  Chipping- 
Wicomb. 
William  L,ee,  Efq; 
Harry  Waller,  Efq; 

Borough  ^/"Ailefbury. 
Hon.  Sir  William  Stan 
hope, 
Bath. 


Thomas  Bacon,  Efq; 
Sir  John-Hynde  Cotton, 
Bart. 


Knight 


CheJ}:ire  4, 
Charles     Cholmondcley, 

Efqv 
Sir  Robert  Salifbury  Cot- 
ton, Bart. 

City  (?/Chefter. 
of  the  Sir  Richard   Grofvenor, 
Bart. 
Thomas  Grofvenor,  Efq^ 


Philip  Doyd,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Agmon- 

defliam.  Cornwall  44. 

Montague-Gerard  Drake,  Sir  William  Carew,  Bart. 

Efq;  Sir  John  St.  Aubin,  Bare, 

Hon.     Baptift  -  Levifon      Borough  of  Dunhivid 

Gower,  Efq;  alias  Launcefton. 

Borough  of  Wendover.    Hon.  John  King,  Efq; 
Richard  Hampden,  Efq;  Arthur  Tremaine,  Efq; 
Right  Hon.  James  Ha-      Borough  of  Lefkard. 

milton,    Vifcount  Li-  John  Cope,  Efq; 

merick  in  the  kingdom  ThomasClutterbuck,Efq;-. 


of  Ireland. 
Borough  of  Great  Mar- 
low. 
John  Clavering,  Efq; 
Edmund  Waller,  Efq; 


Cambridgejldire  6, 

Henry  Bromley,  Efq; 
Samuel  Shepheardy.Efq; 

Univerjity   of  Cam- 
bridge. 
Hon.    Thomas    Town- 

fhend,  Efq; 
Hon. Edward  Finch,  Efq; 


Borough  ^/Leftwithiel. 
William  Bridges,  Efq; 
Daniel  Trelawny,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Truro. 
Hon.    Hugh  Bofcawen, 

Efq; 
Sidney  Meadows,  Efq; 

Borough  d?/Bodmin. 
Hon.  Robert  Booth,  Efq; 
John  La  Roche,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Helfton. 
John  Evelyn,  Efq; 
John  Harris,  Efq; 


Borough 
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Borough  of  Saltalh.       Sidney  Godolphin,  Efq^ 
Edward  Hughes,  Efq;      Borough  of  St.  Michael. 
Right  Hon.  John  Camp-  Henry  Kelfall,  Efq; 
bel,  Tifcount  Glenor-  Thomas  Farington,Efq; 
chy.  Borough  of  Newport. 

Borough  of  Camelford.  SirWilliamMorrice,Bart. 
Thomas  Hales,  Efq;  Hon.  Thomas  Herbert, 
John  Pitt,  Efq-,  ^  Efq; 

Borough  of  Portpigham,      Borough  of  St.  Maws. 

alias  Weftlow.  j^j^^  Knight,  Efq-, 

John  Willes,  Efq;  ^^^  Henry  Vane,  Efq; 

Edward  Trelawney,Efq;       ^         j^    r  ^^^^.^ 
5^r^«^^^/Grampound.  ^  ^^^ 

Philip  Hawkins,  Efqi      ^-^  j^^^^  Coryton,  Bart. 
HumphreyMorrice,  Efq;  ThomasCopplefton,Efq; 

Borough  of  Eaftlow.  "^  ^ 

Sir  JohnTrekwney, Bart.  Cumberland  6. 

CharlesLongueville  Efq;  ^^ 

Borough  of  Penryn        ^. ^^^.^  ^  ^  H 

Sir  Cecil  Bilhop,  bart.  r  c^j-lifle 

Edward  Vernon    Efq,  ^Jj^/ j^^   ^^^^^ 

Borough  of  1  regony.  ^ 

John  Goddard,  Efq;         ^  f  ^u;ii.«^    T7f^- 
^-i  c    \-u    t?i^         John  Hilton,  Etq; 

Ihomas  Smith,  Elqv        -^    ^  ,     rV    i 

^^r^e^pi;  of  Bofiney.  ^^^^H^^  ^/  Cocker- 
John  Hedges,  Elq;  c' 'wMr^?      >       T^    ^ 
Robert  Corker,  Efq;  ^i^^^l^^lf.^^^^^"^  ^l'' 

Borough  of  Sr.  Ives.  Hon.WilliamFmch,Efq; 

Henry  Knollys,  Elq;  V-^    7  /7  •     ^   - 

Sir  Robert  Rich,  Bart.  i>^-r^#/^.  4. 

Borough  of  Fowey.       Sir    Nathaniel    Curzon, 
JonathanRaflileigh,  Efq;       Bart. 
RightHon.  Richard  Vif-  Godfrey  Clark,  Efq; 

count  Fitzwilliams  of         ^Tcwn   of  Derby. 

the  Kingd.  o(  Ireland.  Right  Hon.  Lord  James 

Borough  of  Si,  Gqi'-'         Cavendifli. 

mans.  Right    Hon.     William 

Sir   Gilbert   Heathcote,       Stanhope,  Efq; 

Knight. 
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Devonjlnre  26.         Walter  Carey»  Efq-, 
Sir  William     Courtney,       Borough  of  ^t^x-KV 

Bart.  fton. 

John  RoUe,  Efq;  SirFrancis-Henry  Drake, 

City  ^/Ex'c'ter.  Bart. 

Francis  Drew,  Efq;  Sir  John  Hobart,  Knt.  of 

Samuel  Molyneux,  Efq;        the  Bath  and  Bart. 

Borough  of  Totnefs.  Borough  of  Tiverton, 

Exton  Sayer,  L  L.  D.        Arthur  Arfcot,  Efq-, 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Sir  Wm.  Yonge,  Kniglit 

Wills,   Knight  of  the      of  the  Bath. 

Bath, 
Borough  of  Plymouth-  JDorfetJJjire  20. 

George  Treby,  Efq;  George  Chaffin,  Efq; 

Arthur  Start,  Efq;  Edmond-Moreton  Pley^ 

^l^-ce;;/ ^/Okehampton.        ddl,  Efq; 

J'j!',.  ^'xt'  ^["1'        r^  ^  '^^^^^  of  Poole. 

WilhamNorthmore,Elq;  tennis  Bond,  Efq; 

5^m^^./Barnflable.  George  Trenchard,  Efq; 
Richard  Coffin,  Elq;  d.^  ..  7    /ta      u  a 

-ixr-ir        T7     .  r        irr  Borough of  DoTCh^VCtT, 

William  rortefcue, Elq;  T^rui;.      A        1     -nc 

•n  7    rr»i         .  William  Chappie,  Efq; 

George  Treby,  Efq;  ^^^^^<^^  <  ^Y^^^' 

Borough  of  Honiton.      ,,         t^    ^^^^^ 
Sir  Wm.  Yonge,  Knight  ^f  ^^  ^'*^^'  E%    ^, 

of  the  Bath  J''^^  Burridge,  ^«;/.  Efq; 

James  Sheppard,  Efq;        Borough  ^/Weymouth. 

Borough  of  T2iv\?tQQk.    Thomas  Pearce,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Cope,   Knight  Edward  Tucker,  Efq; 
and  Bart.  ^o^ri?//^^^/Melcomb- 

SirFrancis-Henry  Drake,  Regis. 

Bart.  Sir  James  Thornhill,  Kt. 

Borough  of  Afhburton.    William  Betts,  Efq; 
Roger  Tuckfield,  Efq;  Borough  d?/Bridport. 

Richard  Reynell,  Efq;      James  Pelham,  Efq; 
Borough  ^/ Clifton-Dart-  Thomas  Bowles,  Efq; 
mouth  Hardnefs.  Borough  of  Shafton, 

George  Treby,  Efq;  alias  Shaftfbury. 

X  3  Sir 
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Sir  Edward  Defbouverie,  Sir  John  Dutton,  Bart. 

Knight.  C//)' ^/ Gloucefter. 

Stephen  Fox,  Efq;  Hon.    Benjamin^ 

Borough  of  WsLVch^im,  Bathurft,  Efq; 
Sir  Edward  Ernie,  Bart.  ThomasChefter, 
Jofeph  Gafcoigne,  Efq;  Efq; 

^^ri>/^^^  ^/Corfe-Caftle.  Charles  Selwyn,  >  D.R. 
John  Bond,  Efq;  Efq; 

John  Banks,  Efq;  Hon.  Matthew- 

Dacie  Morton, 
Durham  4.  Efq. 

George  Bowes,  Efq;  Bcrough  of  Cirencefter. 

John  Hedworth,  Efq;  xhomas  Maiflers,  Efq; 

City  of  Durham.  Hon.  Benjamin  Bathurft, 
Robert  Shaftoe,  Efq;  £f  . 

Charles  Talbot,  Efq;  ^^^  J^^^  /Tewkfbnry. 

EITex  8  ^^§^^     ^°"-     '^^^"^^^ 

-o-  i_       S         't>'  y.    A       Gajre,  Lord  Vifcount 
Right     Hon.      Richard      r-         c n  a.i    m    j- 

Child,  Lord  Vifcount      ^i  ^v^-     a  c    t  ^ 

r.  ni       ■     r  1     1  •  the  Kino;dom  of  Ire^ 

Cajilemam  of  the  king-       ,      ,       ^ 

om  or  Ireland.  ^  r>     j    trr 

r^-    -r,   t_        AUJ      r»    .     George  Read,  Eio; 
Sir  Robert  Abdy,  Bart.  ^  '    ^' 

Borough  of  ColcY^xr.  Herefordfhire  8. 

Samuel  fufine],  Efq;        _.,        /, ,     , 
Stamp  Brookfbr.nk,  Efq;  Edward  Harley,  junior. 

Borough  of  Maiden.       ^^  f  *^'  ^  ,    ^ - 

Thomas  Bramaon,  Efq;    ^  ^^^^^^  Cornwal,  Efq; 
Henry  Parfons,  Efq;  Ctty  of  Hereford. 

Borough  of  Harwich.  Right  Hon.  Hen.Bridges, 
Sir  Philip  Parker,  Bart.  Marquifs  of  Caernar- 
Right  Hon.  John  Perci-      von. 

val,  Vifcount  Percival  Thomas  Geers,  Efq; 

of   Clanturk^    in    the    ^^r^^/^^  ^/ Leominller. 

Kingdom  of  Ireland,     RightHon.  William  Bate- 
man,    Vifcount   Bate- 
Gloucejierjhire  8.  man  in  the  Kingdom 

Jlon.   Henry  Berkeley,      oi  Ireland. 

Sir 
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Sir  George  Cafwall,  Kt. 
Borough  of  Weobly. 
Uvcdale  Price,  Elq-, 
John  Birch,  Elq; 

Hertfordjhire  6. 

Sir  Thomas  Saunders  Se- 
bri2;ht,  Bart. 

Charles  Ca:!rar,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Si.  Albans. 

Right  Hon.  William 
Grimftone,  Lord  Vil- 
countGrimilonein  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

Caleb  Lomax,  Efq-, 
Borough  of  Hertford. 

Sir  Thomas  Clerk,  Kt. 

George  Harrifon,  Efq-, 

Huntingdonjhire  4. 
John  Bigg,  Elq; 
Right     Hon.     William 

Cavendirti,    Marqucis 

of  Hartingdon. 
Borough  of  Hunting- 
don. 
Hon.  Edward  Wortley, 

alias  Montague,  Efq; 
Roger  Handafide,  Efq; 

Kent  10. 
Sir  Roger  Meredith,Bart. 
Sir  Robert  Furnefs,  Bart. 

City  of  Canterbury. 
Sir  Thomas  Hales,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Hardrefs, 

Bart. 

City  of  Rochefter. 
Sir  John  Jennings,  Kt. 


A  T  E  8. 

David  Polhil,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Maidllone. 
Hon.  John  Finch,  Efq; 
Thomas  Hope,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Queen- 
borough. 
•   John  Crowley,  Efq; 
Sprigg  Manefry,  Efq; 

LancoJJnre  14. 
SirEdwara  Sranley,Bart. 
Richard  Shuttlewortii, 

Elq; 
Borough  of  Prefton  in 
Amoundernefs. 
Sir  Henry  Houghton, 

Bart. 
Daniel  Pulteney,  Efq;. 
Borough  of  Lancafter. 
Sir  Thomas  Lowther, 

Bart. 
Chriftopher  Towers  ^f/w, 

Efq; 

Borough  of  Newton. 
Legh  Mailers,  Efq; 
William  Shippen,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Wigan. 
Sir  Roger  Bi*ad{liaigh, 

Bart. 
Peter  Bold,  Efq; 

Borough  ^/CHthero. 
Thomas  Lifter,  Efq; 
Right  Hon.  John  Monc- 

ton,  Vifcount  Gal  way 

in    the    Kingdom    of 

Ireland. 
Borough  of  Liverpool. 
Thomas  Bootle,   Efq; 
Thomas  Brereton,  Efq; 
X  4  Leicejler* 
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LeiceJlerJJnre  4. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Wil 

Ham  Manners. 
Sir  Clobery  Noel,  Bart. 

"Town  of  Leicefter. 
Sir  George  Beaumont, 

Bart. 
George  Wright,  Efq*, 


Lincolnjhire  12, 
Hon.  Sir  Thomas-Lum- 
ley  Saunderfon, Knight 

of  the  Bath. 
Robert  Vynor,  Efq; 

City  of  Lincoln. 
Charles  Hall,  Efq; 
Hon.  Sir  John  Monfon, 

Bart,   and  Knight  of 

the  Bath, 

Borotigh  of  Bofton. 
Sir  Richard  Ellis,  Bart. 
Henry  Pacey,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Great 
Grimfby. 
John  Page,  Efq; 
George  Monfon,  Efq; 

Borough  ^/Stamford. 
Hon.  Robert  Shirley, 

Efq; 
William  Noel,  Efq; 

Borough  <?/ Grantham. 
Jlight   Hon.    Sir   John 

Brown  low.  Lord  Vjf- 

countTyrconnelofthe 

Kingdom  of  Ireland. 
gir  Michael  Newton,  Kt. 

of  the  Bath. 


Middle/ex  8. 
Hon.  James  Bertie,  Efq; 
Francis  Child,  Efq; 

City  ^/Weftminfter. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Charley 

Cavendifh. 
William  Clayton,  Efq; 

City  of  London. 
Sir  John  Eyles,~)  Alder- 
Bart.  /men  of 

HumphrcyPar-fthe  faid 

fons,  Efq;     J  City. 
John  Barnard,  Efq; 
Micajah  Perry,  Efq; 

Monmouthjhire  3. 
Sir  William  Morgan, 

Knight  of  the  j5^/y?^. 
John  Hanbury,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Monmouth. 
Edward  Kemeys,  Efq; 

Norfolk  12, 
Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Coke, 

Knight  of  the  jB^//S>. 
Hon.  Sir  John  Hobart, 

Knight  of  the  i5^/;&. 
City  of  Norwich. 
Waller  Bacon,  Efq; 
Robert  Brittiffe,  Efq; 

'Town  of  Lyn-Regis- 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert 

Walpolc,    Knight  of 

the  mod  noble  Order 

of  the  Garter. 
Sir  Charles  Turner,  Kt. 

and  Bart. 


fown^ 
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Town  of  Great  Yar-  Borough  of  Higham- 

moLith.  Ferrers. 

Horatio  Walpole,  Efq;    Hon.  John  Finch,  Efqj 
Hon.    William    Town- 

fliend,  Efq;  Northumberland  8, 

Borough  q{  T\itt{QX<\.      Sir  William  Middleton, 
Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  Bart.       Bart. 
Robert  Jacombe,  Efq;      Ralph  Jenifon,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Caflleri-  "town  of  Newcaftle 

fing.  upon  Tyne. 

Charles  Churchill,  Efq;    SirWilliam Blacker,  Bart. 
Right  Hon.  Algernoon  Nicholas  Fenwick,  Efqj 
Coote,  Earl  of  Mon-       Borough  of  Morpeth, 
tratb  in  the  Kingdom  Right  Hon.  Henry  How- 
of  Ireland,  ard.    Lord    Vifcount 

Morpeth. 
Northamptonjhire  g.     Thomas  Robinfon,  Efq; 
Sir  Juftinian  I(ham,  Bart.    "Town  of  Berwick  upoa 
ThomasCartwrightjEfq;  Tweed. 

C/(y  of  Peterborough.     Jofeph  Sabine,  Efq; 
Right  Hon.  John  Fitz-  George  Liddel,  Efq; 
Williams,  Earl    F'itz- 

Williamsof  the  King-      Nottinghamjhire  8. 
dom  o^  Ireland.  Right   Hon.    Emanuel- 

flon.   Sidney  Wortley,      Scroop    How,    Lord 
alias  Montague,  Efq-,       Vjfcount  How  of  the 
Town  of  Northampton.        Kingdom  of  Ireland. 
Hon.  Ed  ward  Montague,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert 
Efq;  Sutton,  Knight  of  the 

Hon.  George  Compton,       Bath. 

Efq;  Town  of  Nottingham. 

Town  of  Brackley.        Hon.    John     Stanhope, 
Hon.  William  Egerton,       Efq; 

Efq;  Borlace  Warren,  Efq; 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Paul  Mc-     Borough  of  Eaft-Rec- 
thuen.  Knight  of  the  ford. 

Bath,  Sir  Robert  Clifton,  Knt. 

of  the  Bath. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  White,  Efq;         Borough  ^/Bruges,  alias 
^own  of  Newark  upon  Bridgnorth. 

Trent.  John  Weaver,  Efq; 

Richard  Sutton,  Efq-,        Sr.  John  Charlton,  Efq-, 
James  Pelham,  Efq*,  Borough  <?/ Ludlow. 

Henry-Arthur  Herbert, 
OXO?1  9.  Efq; 

Sir  WilUam  Stapleton,      Richard  Herbert,  Efq; 

Bart.  Borough  of  Great- Wen- 

Henry  Perrot,  Efq;  lock. 

Univerftty  of  Oxford.       John  Sambroke,  Eft]; 
"William  Bromley,  Efq;     Samuel  Edwards,  Efq; 
George  Clark,  L  L.  D.       Town  of  BifhopVCaftlc. 

City  of  Oxon,  John  Plumtree,  Efq; 

Thomas  Rowney,  Efq;     Robert  Moore,  Efq-, 
Francis  Knollys,  Efq; 
Borough  of  l^^^'N-^Qodi'        Somerfet/hire  18. 

flock.  Sir  William  Wyndham^ 

Samuel  Trotman,  Efq;  Bart. 

Rt.  Hon.  William  Go-   Thomas  Horner,  Efq; 
dolphin,  Marquefs  of  C//}' c/Briftol. 

Blandford.  John  Scroope,  Efq; 

Borough  (?/ Banbury.        Abraham  Elton,  Efq; 
Hon.Francis  North,Efq;  City  of  Bath. 

George  Wade,  Efq; 
Rutlandjhire  2.         Robert  Gay,  Efq; 
Rt.  Hon.  Daniel  Lord  City  of  Wells. 

Finch.  Thomas  Edwards,  ju7t, 

John  Noel,  Efq;  Efq; 

Edward-PrideauxGwyn, 
Salop,  12,  Efq; 

John  Walcot,  Efq;  Borough  of  Taunton. 

William-Lay  con  Child,   Francis  Fane,   'I'q; 
Efq;  George  Speake,  Efq; 

Town  of  Salop.  Borough  ^/Bridgwater. 

Sir  John  Aflley,  Bart.        SirHalfcwell  Tynt,Bart. 
Richard  Lyfter,  Efq;        GeorgeDoddington^Efq;. 


Bo- 
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Borough  of  Minehcad. 
AlexanderLuttcrell,  Efq; 
Francis  Whitworth,  Efq; 
.  Boroif^b  of  Ivclcheltcr. 
Charles  Lockycr,  Efq-, 
Thomas  Crifp,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Milbourn- 
Port. 
Thomas  Medlicot,  Efq; 
Michael  Harvey,  Elq; 

Southampton  26. 
Rt.   Hon.    Lord    Harry 

Pawlet. 
Sir  John  Cope,  Knt.  and 
Bart. 

Ciiy  of  Winchefler. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  William 

Powlet. 
George  Bridges,  Efq; 

Town  of  Southampton. 
Anthony  Henly,  Efq-, 
Robert  Eyre,  Efq-, 

Town  of  Portlmouth. 
Sir  John  Norris,  Knt. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  Knt. 

Borough  of  Yarmouth. 
Paul  Burrard,  Efq; 
Maurice  Morgan,  Efq-, 
Borough  of  Petersiield. 
Norton  Powlet,  Efq-, 
Jofeph  Taylor,  Efq-, 
Borough  /Newport,  a- 

lias  Med  en  a. 
Hon.  Theophilus  Fortef- 

cue,  Efq-, 
George  Huxley,  Efqj 


A  T  E  S. 

Borough  of  Stockbridge. 
John  Chctwynd,  Efq-, 
Martin  Bladen,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Newtown. 
James  Worfley,    Efq; 
Thomas  Holmes,  Elq; 
BoroughofC\\v\^^s-C\\\Jixc\\ 

Twynham. 
Charles  Withers,  Efq; 
Jof  ph  Hinxman,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Lymington. 
Rt.  Hon.   Lord  Naffau 
Powlet,  Knight  of  the 
Bath. 
Anthony  Morgan,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Whitchurch. 
John  Conduit,  Efq; 
John  Selwyn,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Andover. 
Hon,  Charles  Collyear, 

Efq; 
Hon.    James    Brudenel, 
Efq; 

Staff  or  djlnre  10. 

Sir  Wakar-Wagftaffe  Ba- 
got,  Bart. 

Hon.    William-Levifon 
Gower,  Efq; 
C/(y<?/ Litchfield. 

Richard  Plummer,  Efq; 

Walter  Chetwynd,  Efq; 
Borough  <?/ Stafford. 

Rt.  Hon.  Walter  Chet- 
wynd, Lord  Vifcount 
Chetwynd  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland. 


3JS 
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Borough  of  St.  Edmundf- 


Jofeph-Gafcoigne  N  ight- 

jngale,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Newcaftle 

under  Line. 

Hon.    Baptifb  -  Levifon 

Gower,  Efq; 
John  Ward,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Tarn  worth.    Arthur  Onflow,  Efq; 
Hon. Thomas Willough-  Thomas  Scawen,  Efq; 
by,  Efq;  Borough  of  So\M\\w3iv\^, 

K.Hon. William Obrian,  Edmond  Halfey,  Efq*, 
Earloflnchiqulninthe  Sir  Jofeph  Eyles,  Knt. 

Borough  of  Blechingley. 


bury. 
Thomas  Norton,  Efq; 
Right  Hon.  John  Lord 
Harvey. 

Surrey  14. 


kingdom  of  Ireland. 


Suffhlk  16. 
Sir  Jermyn  Davers,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Barker,  Bart. 

Borough  ^/Ipfwich. 
Sir  William  Thompfon, 

Knt. 
Francis  Negus,  Efq; 

Borough  d?/  Dunwich. 
Sir.  Geo. Downing, Bart. 
Thomas  Windham,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Orford. 
-Dudley  North,  Efq; 
Ho.  Price  Devereux,  Efq; 


William  Clayton,  Efq; 
Sir   Orlando  Bridgman, 

Bart. 

Borough  of  Ryegate. 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jofeph  Je- 

kyl,  Knt. 
James  Cocks,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Guildford. 
Richard  Onflow,  Efq; 
Arthur  Onflow,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Gatton. 
William  Newland,  Efq; 
Paul  Docminiquc,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Haflemere. 


Borough  of  Alborough.  James  Oglethorpe,  Efqj 

Samuel  Lowe,  Efq;  Peter  Burrel,  Efq; 
William  Wyndham, Efq; 

Borough  of  SudbMvy .  Sujfex  20. 

CartwrightLeathes,  Efq;  Right  Hon.  Sir  Spencer 

John  Knight,  Efq;  Compton,  Knt.  of  the 

Borough  of  Eye.  Bath. 

Hon.  StephenCornwallis,  Hon.  Hen.  Pel  ham,  Efq; 

Efq;  <  i  .\^^3-  City  of  Chichefl:er. 

Hon.   John  Cornwallis,  Hon.  Cha.Lum]ey,Efq; 

Efq; 


Rt. 
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Rt.  Hon.  Lord  William  Sir  John  Shelley,  Baft. 
BeauclcTC. 

Borough  i?/Horfham.  Warwickjhire  6. 

Charles  Eversfield,  Efq;  William  Peycoe,  Efq; 
Hon.  Hen.  Ingram,  Efq;  Hon.  Edw.  Digby,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Midhurfl.  City  of  Coventry. 

Rr. Hon.  Alan. Broderick  Sir  Adolphus  Oui^hton, 
V'ifcount  Middleton  in       Knt.  and  Bart, 
thekingdomof Ireland.  John  Neale,  Efq-, 
Borough  of  Lewis.  Borough  of  Warwick. 

Thomas  Pelham,  Efq-,      Sir  William  Keyt,  Bart. 
Thomas  Pelham,  Efq;      William   Bromley,   jun. 
Borough  of  New- Shore-        Efq; 

ham. 
Sir  Nath.  Gould,  Knt.  W eflmor eland  \. 

Fran.  Chamberlain,  Efq;  Daniel  Wilfon,   Elq; 

Borough  of  Bramber.      Hon.  Anthony Lowther, 
Sir  Richard Gough,  Knt.       Efq; 
Jofeph  Danvers,  Efq;  Borough  of  Apulby. 

Borough  of  Steyning.      Sackville  Tufton,  Efq; 
Rt.  Hon.  William  Vane,  John  Ramfden,  Efq; 
Vifcount  Vane  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  Wiltjhire  34. 

Thomas  Bladen,  Efq;       Sir  James  Long,  Bart. 
Borough  of  Eaft-Grin-     John-Ivory  Talbot,  Efq; 
iled.  City  of  New  Sarum. 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  AnthonyDuncomb,  Efq; 
Temple,  Vifcount  Pal-  Thomas  Lewis,  Efq; 
merfton  in  the  king-       Borough  of  Wilton, 
dom  of  Ireland.  Hon.     Robert  -  Sawyer 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard       Herbert,  Efq; 
Boyle,  Lord  Vifcount  Thomas  Martin,  Efq; 
Shannon  of  the  king-     Borough  of  Y^ov^neiox^, 
dom  of  Ireland.  Hon.  John  Verney,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Arundel.       Gyles  Eyre,  Efq; 
Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Gage,       Borough  of  Hmdon. 
Lord  VifcountGageof  George  Heathcote,  Efq; 
Caftle  -  IHand    in    the  Townfhend     Andrews, 
kingdom  of  Ireland.         Efq; 

Bq' 
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Borough  of  ^lieyrcfbury. 
Edward  Afh,    Efq; 
Hon.    Horatio    Town- 
fhend,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Weft  bury. 
Francis  Annefley,  Efq; 
John-Hon<ins    Giftord, 
Efqv 

Borough  of  Calne. 
William  bucket,  Elq, 
William  Wardour,  Efq-, 

Borough  r/D::vizes. 
Francis  Eyles,  jun.  Efq-, 
Benjamin-Hafkin  Styles, 
Efq; 
Borough  of  Chippen- 
ham. 
Rogers  Holland,  Efq; 
Gabriel  Roberts,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Malmef- 
bury. 
Giles  Erie,  Efq; 
William-RavvlinfonErle, 
Efqv 
Borough  of  Cricklade. 
Sir  Thomas  Read,  Bart. 
Chrifbopher  Tilfon,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Great-Bed- 
win. 
Rt.  Hon.  George  Legg, 
Lord  Vifc.  Lewifliam. 
Sir  William  Wilhs,  Bart. 
Borough  of  Ludgerfliall. 
Borlace-  RichmondWebb 

Efq; 
Charles  Boone,  Efq; 
Borough  of  Oid-Sarum. 
Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Pitt, 
Earl  of  Londonderry 
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in  the  kingdom  of  Ire 

land. 
John  Pitt,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Wotton- 

Baffet. 

Hon.    John    St.    John, 

Efq; 
John   Crofs,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Marlbor 
rough. 
Edward  Lifle,  Efq; 
Thomas  Gibfon,  Efq; 

Worceflerjhire  9. 
Sir  Herbert-PerrotPack- 

ington,  Bart. 
Sir   Thomas    Littleton, 

Bart. 

City  of  Worcefter. 
Sir  Richard  Lane,  Knt. 
Samuel  Sandys,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Droitwich. 
Richard  Foley,  Efq; 
Tho.  Winnington,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Evefb.am. 
John  Rudge,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Rufhout,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Bewdley. 
Crew  Offley,  Efq; 

TorkJhi?'e  30. 

Sir    Thomas  -  Watfort 
Wentworth, Knight  of 
the  Bath,  and  Bart. 
Cholmond. Turner,  Efq; 

City  of  York. 
SirWilliamMilner,Bart. 
Edward  Thompfon,  Efq^ 
^own 


A.I7-7-  DEBATES.  319 

Toiv?i  of  Kingfton  upon   Harry  Pulteney,   Efq; 

Hull.  Borough  6?/Boroughbrigg. 

KightHon.  JolcphMic-   James  TyrreJ,  Elq-, 

klethwaite,  Vifcountof  George  Gregory,    Efqv 

Longford  in  theKing-       Borough  i>/Malton. 

dom  of  Ireland.  Wardel- George  Weilby, 

George  Crowle,  Efq;  Efq; 

Borough  of  Knaresbo-     Hon.  Henry  Finch,  Efq; 
rough.  Borough  of  Thirfk. 

Hon.  Richard  Arundel,  Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 

Efqs  Bart. 

Sir  Henry  Slingfby,  Bart.  Thomas  Robinfon,  Efq; 
Borough  <?/ Scarborough.  Borough  of  A\dhovou^^. 
Sir  William  Strickland,  William  Jeflbp,  Efq-, 

Bart.  Charles  Stanhope,   Efq? 

John  Hungerford,    Efq;       Borough  ^/Beverly. 

Borough  of  K\\y^on.       Charles  Pelham,  Efq; 
William   Aiflabie,    Efq;  Ellerker  Bradfnaw,  Efq? 
Wilham    Aiflabie,   Efq;    Borough  of  Northaller-^' 
Borough  of  Richmond.  ton. 

Sir  Marmaduke  Wy  veil,  Leonard  Smelt,  Efq; 

Bart.  Henry  Pieres,    Efq; 

('harles  Bathurft,  Efq;         Borough  of  Pontefradl. 

Borough  of  Heydon.       SirWilliamLowther,Bar, 
Rt.  Hon.  William  Puke-  John  Lowther,  Efq; 

ney,  jun.  Efq. 


Barons  of  the  Cinque-Ports  16. 

Port  e/Hafting$.  Port  of  Sandwich. 

Sir  William  Alhburnham  SirGeorgeOxenden,  Bart. 

Bart.  Jofiah  Burchet,   Efq; 

Hon.  Tho.  Townfhend;  Port  (?/Hyeth. 

Efq;  Plercules  Baker,  Efq; 

Port  of  Dover  Sir  Sam.  Lennard,   Kt. 

Hon.  George   Berkeley,       and  Bart. 

Efq;  Port  of  New-Romney.' 

Henry  Furnefs,  Efq;        David  Papillon,  Efq; 

JohJi 
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John  EfHngton,  Efq;  John  Scrope,    Efq; 

Town   of  Rye.  TownofSQ^ifova, 

Philip  Gibbon,   Efq;  Hon.  Sir  William  Gage, 

John  Norris  Efq;  Knight  of  the   Bath, 

Town   of  Winchelfea.  and  Bart. 

Robert  Briflow,  Efq;  Sir  Philip  York,    Kt. 


W  A  L  E  S    24. 

Town  of  Caernarvon. 
Angkfey.  Thomas  Wynne,    Efqj 

Hugh    Williams,    Efq; 

Borough  of  Beaumares.  Denbigh  2- 

Watkin-W  illiamsWynne  Watkin-Williams Wynne' 
Efq;  Efq; 

Town  of  Denbigh. 
Brecon  2.  Robert  Myddletonj  Efq; 

William-Gwynn  Vaugh- 

an,  Efq;  Flint  2. 

Town  of  Brecon.         Sir  Roger  Moftyn,  BarC 
Thomas  Morgan,    Efq;  Town  of  Flint. 

George  Wynne,  Efq; }  O 
Cardigan  2.  SalifburyLloyd,Efq;  5  R 

Rt.  Hon.  John  Vaughan, 

Vifcount  of  Lifburne  Glamorgan   2. 

in  the  Kingdom  of  Ire-  Sir  Charles  Kemis,  Bart. 
land.  Town   of  Cardiffe. 

Town  ^/Cardigan.         Hon.  Buffy  Manfell,  Efq; 
Francis  Corn  wallis,  Efq; 

Merioneth  i, 
Carmarthen  2.  Richard  Vaughan,   Efq; 

Sir  Nicholas   Williams, 

Bart.  Monfgo?nery  2. 

Town   of  Carmarthen.     Hon.    Price     Devereux, 
Arthur  Bevan,  Efq;  Efq; 

Town  <?/ Montgomery. 
Caernarvon  2.  Robert  Williams,   Efqj 

John  Griffith,  Efq;  Pmhroks 
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Pembroke  3.  Radnor  2. 

John  Campbell,  Efq;         Sir  .Humphry  Howarth, 

^occ';;^/ Pembroke.  Knt. 

William  Owen,  Efqi  _ 

cr-         riT        f     1  w  n-      ^^"^^^^Z New- Radnor. 
TJpw;/ d?/Haverford-Welt.  ■"         . 

Erafmus  Philipps,  Efq;      ^^^^^^^^  Lewis,  Efq^ 
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Shire  o^  Aberdeen.  Shire  of  Edinburgh, 

Sir  Archibald  Grant,  Bart.  Robert  Dundafs,  Efq; 

Shire  o{'Air.  ^  ^     Shire  of  Elgin. 

Hon.Col.  James  Campbel,  Alexander  Brodie,  Efq; 

Shire  of  ^ro'/..  ..   ^  ,^^^'^5^^'-  ,, 

c-    T         n        V  \  D    .    SirJohnAnflruther,  Bart 
Sir  JamesCampbel,  Bart.  ' 

c,  .        r  „     ^  Shire  of  F^r/^r. 

Shire  of  Bamff.  j^^^^  ^       jun.  Efq; 

William  Duff,  Efq;  '  J  4» 

Shire  of  Hadington, 
Shire  of  Berwick.         John  Cockborn,  Efq; 
George  Bailie,  Efq; 

Shire  of  Invernefs, 
Shire  of  Bute  2indCalbnefs,  James  Grant,  Efq; 

Patrick  Dunbar,  Efq;  ^,.        _  ^. 

on  ire  or  Ktncardm, 

Shires  of  Nairn  and  Cro--  J^"^^^  S^^^^'  E^q* 

c-    t-       ^u   a')^    1        •        Shires  of  iiG'??P-r^/j  and 
Sir  Kenneth   Mackenzie,  Clacmanan. 

^^^^'  Sir  John  Bruce  Hope. 

Shire  of  Dumbarton.      ^l'JXh^^^'"^f^^^^^^ 
T  u     r-        u  1    trr  Pat^ck  Heron,  Efq; 

John  Campbel,  Efq;  ^ 

Shire  of  D//;;^/r/f  J.        r^,  Hon.  Lord  Archibald 
Charles  Erefkine,  Efq;  Hamilton. 

^^^^•IX.  Y  Shir^ 
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Shire  of  Linlithgow.      Burghs  of  Fortrofe,  Inver- 
AlexanderHamilton^Efq;      nefs,  Nairn,  Fortrefs. 

Shire  of  Orkney  and      E)uncan  Forbes,  Efq; 

Zetland.  Burghs  ^/ Elgin,  Cullen, 

Hon.  George  Dowglafs,      Bamff,  Inverurie,  Kin- 

Efq;  ^o^^- 

Shire  of  Peebles.         ^^^^^f  fu''^"^''  r 
Hon.  John  Dowg,lafs,Efq;  ^''"-^^l  'f  Aberdeen    Inw 
-^  ■     ^  ^       verbervy,  Montrofs,  A- 

Shire  of  Perth.  berbrothick,  Birchen. 

John  Drummond,  Efq-,      John  Middleton,  Efq; 

Shire  of  Renfrezv,        Burghs  of  Forfar,  Perth, 
Sir  John  Shaw,  Bart.  Dundee,    Coupar,    St. 

Shir-  of  Rofs  Andrews. 

Hon.  Chades  Rofs,*Efq-,    J«^^  Drummond,  Efq; 

^?/ro-i?j^/Craill,  Kilrenny, 
Shire  of  Roxburgh.^  Anilruther-Eafter,  An- 

Wilham   Douglafs,    jun.      ftruther-Wefter,  Fitten- 
•^^4'  weem. 

Shire  of  Selkirk.  Philip  Anftruther,  Efq; 

John  Pringle,  Efq;  Burghs  ^/Dyfart,  Kirkcal- 

Shire  of  Stirling.  ^  ^^^'  Kinghorne,  Burnt- 

Henry  Cunningham,  jun.       "  ^"^*  1  •    -rr 

^A,  Hon.  James  Smclair,  Efqv; 

'      r  o  .h    7    J        Burghs    of   Innerkithen, 
Shive  or  Sutherland.  -r^      r       r       /-i.,^^„o 

T^-   1     TT       TX7-11'       o  Dumfermline,  Queens- 

Right  Hon.  William  Su-      ^         ^^j^^^^  Sarlina;. 
therland.  Lord  Strath-  Henry  Cunningkm,  Jul 

Efq; 
Shire  of  JVigtoun.        burghs  of  Glafgow,  Ren- 
Hon. William Dalrymple,      f^.^^^    Ruglen,    Dum- 
•^^4'  barton. 

CZ/jy^?/ Edinburgh.        John  Black wood,Efq;  7  D- 
John  Campbel,  Efq;  Daniel Campbel,  Efq;  5  R 

5//r^/^j ^/Kirkwall, Week  5^/r^-^j  of  Haddington, 
Dornock,  Dingwall,  Dumbart,  North -Ber- 
Taine.  wick,Lauder,  Jedburgh. 

Robert  Monro,  Efq;         SirJamesDalrymple,Bart., 

Burghs 
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Burghs  dj/'Scl kirk, Peebles,    Burghs  ^/Wigtown,  New 
Linlithgow,  Lanerk.  Galloway,  Srranruver, 

John  Murray,  Efq-,  Whitehern. 

Hon.  William  Dahym- 
Burghs  ^/Dumfries,  San-       pie,  Efq; 

quhar,   Annan,   Loch-   Burghs  of  Air,    Irwin, 
maben,  Kirkenbright.        Rotheray,Campletoun, 
Archibald  Douglas,  Efq;        Invcrary. 

William  Stuart,  Efqj 

Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 223 

Commons  • • .  ^-g 

Ftrftfejjion  of  the  //6/rJ  Septennial  Parliament. 

THE  Parliament  being  met  at  TVefiminfter  the 
23d  oi  January^  his  Majefty  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and  being  in  hfs  royal  robes  ieated  on  the 
throne  with  the  uiual  Iblemnicy,  Sir  Charles  Baltoriy 
gentleman-ufher  of  the  black-rod.^  was  fent  with  a 
meflage  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  commanding 
their  attendance  in  the  houfe  of  Peers.  The  Com- 
mons being  come  thither,  his  Majefty  fignified  his 
pleafure  to  them  by  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  that 
they  fhould  return  to  their  houfe  and  chufe  their 
Speaker,  and  prefent  him  to  his  Majefly  on  Saturday 
the  27th,  at  one  o'clock.  The  Commons  being  re- 
turned accordingly,  unanimoufly  chofe  Arthur  On- 
flow^ Efq;  to  be  their  Speaker :  And  on  Saturday 
the  27th,  the  King  being  come  again  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and  at- 
tending, they  prefented  their  Speaker  for  his  Maje- 
lly's  approbation.  Hereupon  Mr.  Onjlow  modeftly 
endeavoured  to  difqualify  himfelf :  But  his  excufes 
not  being  admitted,  the  King  approved  the  choice 
the  Commons  had  made  of  fo  worthy,  fo  learned, 
and  fo  public-fpirited  a  gentleman  for  their  Speaker. 
After  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  the 
following  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  viz. 

Y  2  My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
"eii^'"^'  '  T  T  is  a  great  fatisfadion  to  me,  that  at  the  meet- 
'  A  ^'^g  ^^^  fi^ft  Parliament,  fummoned  and  con- 
'  vened  by  my  authority,  I  am  able  to  give  you 
'  hopes  of  feeing  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity 
'  very  foon  reilored.  I  very  much  wiihed  that  the 
'  firft  period  of  my  reign  might  have  been  diflin- 
'  guifhed  by  putting  an  immediate  end  to  the  trou=' 
'  bles  and  diforders  of  Europe^  by  a  redudion  of 
'  Ibme  part  of  my  forces,  a  diminution  of  taxes, 
'  and  all  the  happy  confequences  of  an  honourable 

*  and  eflabliflied  peace  •,  to  which  my  endeavours 

*  have  in  no  manner  been  wanting,  as  far  as  was 
'  confiilent  with  maintaining  the  pofleflions,  rights 
'  and  privileges  of  my  kingdom,  and,  I  promife 
'  myfelf,  not  without  great  probability  of  fuccefs. 

'  I  am  very  fenfible  of  the  difagreeable  and  un- 
'  eafy  fituation  in  which  our  affairs  have  been  for' 
'  fome  time,  and  have  been  extremely  concerned  to 
'  fee  many  of  the  inconveniencies  of  a  war  attend- 
'  ing  us,  without  any  opportunity  of  refenting  the 
'  injuries  we  fullained,  or  gaining  any  of  thofe  ad- 
'  vantages  in  return,  which  the  vigorous  profecu- 
'  tion  of  fo  ju(l  a  caufe,  and  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms, 
'  might  probably  have  fecured  to  us. 

'  But  you  are  fufficiently  apprized,  that  prelimi- 
*■  nary  articles  for  a  general  pacification  were  fome 

*  time  ago  figned,  and  accepted  by  the  contrading, 
'  parties  on  both  fides  •,  and  although  the  radfica- 
'  lions  of  them  had  been  exchanged  by  me,  and  my 
'  allies,  with  his  Imperial  Majefty,  the  good  efi^edls 
'  expected  from  them,  were  retarded  by  the  refufal 
'  on  the  part  of  Spain^  to  execute  fome  of  the  moft 
'  material  points  contained  in  them,  and  by  endea- 
'  voLirs  to  alter  and  explain  fome  articles,    in  fuch 

*  a  manner,  as  immediately  alredied  the  pofleflions 
'  and  the  juft  right  of  my  kingdoms.  I  therefore,, 
'jointly  with  my  allies,  declined  exchanging  the 

'  racifi;Car 
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'  ratifications  of  the  preliminaries  with  the  court  of 
'  Spaiuj  and  rcjedlcd  all  fuch  propofitioiis,  n-,  were 

*  detrimental  and  injurious  to  my  honour,  and  the 
'  intereft  of  my  people. 

'  By  thefe  means,  the  negotiations  were  unavoid- 
'  ably  carried  into  a  tedious  length,  which  I  endured 
'  with  the  greater  patience,  from  an  earned  defire 
'  to  procure  to  my  fub'  ?6ls  :i  fafe  and  ho;iourable 
'  peace,  and  to  fee  the  tranqu  dity  of  Europe  pre- 
'  ferved  and  fettled  upon  a  folid  and  lading  foun- 
'  dation  :  During  which  time,  I  received  from  the 

*  mod  Chridian  King,  and  the  States  General,  the 
'  greated  proofs  of  their  fincerity,  and  a  renewal  of 
'  the  dronged  aiTurances  imaginable,  that  they 
'  would  effedually  make  good  all  their  engagements 

*  in  fupport  of  the  common  caufe,  and  of  our  mu- 
'  tual  intereds.  And  I  am  very  glad,  that  I  can  ac- 
'  quaint  you,  that  our  joint  endeavours  have  had  fo 
'  good  an  effed,  that  by  the  lad  advices  from  a- 
'  broad,  I  have  great  reaibn  to  hope,  that  the  dif- 

*  ficulties,  which  have  hitherto  retarded  the  execu- 

*  tion  of  the  preliminaries^  and  tiie  opening  of  the 

*  congrefs,  will  foon  be  intireiy  removed. 

'  However,  it  will  in  the  mean  time  be  abfoiutely 
'  neceflary  to  continue,  as  our  allies  have  already  re- 
'  folved  to  doj  the  preparations  which  have  hitherto 
'  been  our  fecurity,  and  prevented  an  open  rupture 

*  in  Europe^  that  we  may  not  at  once  lofe  all  the  ad- 

*  vantages,  which  our  former  expences  and  vigour 

*  have  fo  nearly  procured,  by  not  being  in  a  con- 
^  dition,  if  that  necedity  fhould  unexpededly  be 
'  brought  upon  us,   to  vindicate  our  honour,   and 

*  alTert  our  rights.  And  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
'  that  my  fird  care  fhall  be  to  reduce,  from  time  to 
'  time,  the  expence  of  the  public,  as  often,  and  as 
'  foon  as  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  my  people  will 

*  permit  it. 

Y  3  iThs, 
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'  The  preliminary  articles,  and  fuch  other  treaties 

*  and  conventions,  as  have  not  yet  been  communi- 
<  cated  to  Parliament,  and  which  may,  without  ma- 

*  nifeft  prejudice,  be  expofed  to  public  view,  (hall 

*  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  hcufe  of  Commons, 
'  I  have  given  orders  to  the  proper  officers  to 

*  prepare  and  lay  before  you  eftimates  of  the  ex- 

*  pences  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  j  and 
'  you  may  be  affured,  that  the  fupplies  which  I  find 

*  myfelf  obliged  to  demand  of  you,  fhall  as  certain- 

*  ly,  as  they  do  exceed  my  wifhes  and  inclinations, 

*  be  employed  folely  for  the  interefl  and  fecurity 
'  of  the  nation.  And  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that 
'  if  any  method  can  be  found  out  for  raifing  the 
'  necefTary  fupplies,  lefs  grievous  to  my  people 
'  than  another,  that  will  have  the  preference  in  all 
'  your  deliberations. 

*-  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  recommend  to  you  a 
'  confideration  of  the  ^ateft  importance,  and  I 

*  ihould  look  upon  it  as  a  great  happinefs,  if,  at 
^     *  the  beginning  of  my  reign,  I  could  fee  the  foun- 

*  dation  laid  of  fo  great  and  necefTary  a  work,  as 

*  the  increafe  and  encouragement  of  our  feamen  in 

*  general^  that  they  may  be  invited,  rather  than 
compelled  by  force  and  violence,  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  their  country,  as  often  as  occa- 
fion  Ihall  require  it :  A  confideration  worthy  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  a  people  great  and  flourifh- 


*  ing  in  trade  and  navigation. 


This  leads  me  to  mention  to  you  the  cafe  of 

*  Greenwich  hofpital,  that  care  may  be  taken  by 
<  fome  addition  to  that  fund,  to  render  comfortable 
«  and  effedual  that  charitable  provifion  for  the  fup- 

*  port  and  maintenance  of  our  feamen,  worn  out 

*  and  become  decrepit  by  age  and  infirmities  in  the 
'  fervice  of  their  country.  - 

My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  As  I  have  great  hopes  that  a  general  pacification 
'-  will  be  now  obtained  by  a  fpeedy  execution  of  the 
•'  preliminaries,  I  am  fluisfied,  that  nothing  will 

*  more  effedually  contribute  to,  a  d  fecure  this  de- 
'  firable  end,  than  fuch  an  unanimity,  zeal,  and  dif- 
'  patch  of  the  public  bufinefs  in  this  Parliament,  as 
'  may  convince  the  world,  that  none  among  you 
'  are  capable,  out  of  any  views  or  confideraticns 
'  whatlbcvcr,  to  wifh  the  diftrefs  of  their  country, 

*  or  to  give  an  occafion,  from  the  profped;  of  dif- 
'  ficulties  that  may  arife,  and  be  fomented  here  at 
'  home,  to  interrupt  or  dilappoint  our  prefent  pro- 

*  mifing  expedations :  This  it  is  in  your  power  to 

*  defeat,  and  this  I  depend  upon  from  your  known 
'  zeal  and  afFe6lion  to  my  perfon  and  government, 

*  and  your  hearty  concern  for  the  intereft  and  wel- 

*  fare  of  my  people. 

The  King  being  withdrawn,  the  Lords  unani- 
moufly  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  and  congratula- 
tion to  his  Majefty  ;  which  being  immediately 
drawn  up,  and  on  Monday  the  29th,  reported  and 
approved,  was  the  fame  day  prefented  to  his  Maje- 
fty, as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  "lAiTE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  J^^rds  Ad- 
*'     VV    fubjedls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tempo- 

*  ral  in  Parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
'  your  Majefty  the  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for 

*  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  and 
'  to   congratulate    your   Majefty  upon  the   great 

*  hopes  you  have  been  pleafed  to  communicate  to 
'  us,  of  feeing  the  public  peace   and  tranquillity 

*  very  foon  reftored. 

'  Thefe,  we  muft  'humbly  acknowledge,  are  the 
'  I^^PPy  confequences  of  that  fpirit  and  refolution, 
"  '  Y  4  ^  with 
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^  with  which  your  Majefty  has  afferted  your  rights 

*  as  Sovereign  of  this  kingdom,  tempered  with  a 
f  noble  felf-denial  of  all  the  fuccefs  and  glory  that 

*  might  attend  your  Majefty's  arms,  in  the  profecu- 

*  tion  of  ajufl  and  necefiary  war,  when  put  in  ba- 

*  lance  with  the  eafe,  quiet,  and  profperity  of  your 
*•  fubje6i:s.  It  is  a  difpofition  of  mind  truly  great  in 
'  your  Majefty,  a  prince  fo  early  initiated  in  the  art 

*  of  war,  and  formed  by  nature  for  the  greateft  mi- 
^  litary  atchievements,   to  chufe  rather  to  procure 

*  peace  for  your  fubjedts,  than  to  lead  them  to  vic- 
'  tories,  and  to  adorn  your  reign  with  the  fincere 

*  and  grateful  acclamations  of  a  happy  people,  ra- 

*  ther  than  the  fplendor  of  triumphs, 

'  Your  Majefty's  tender  and  indulgent  care  for 

*  the  welfare  of  your  kingdom,  has  induced  you  to 
^  exprefs  fo  kind  and  affedionate  a  concern  for  the 

*  late  difagreeable  fituation  of  affairs,  though  occa- 
'  fioned  by  mere  neceffity, which  no  human  prudence 

*  could  have  prevented ;  but  whatever  inconvenien- 

*  ces  have  happened,  they  fall  light  upon  us,  when 
*■  we  obferve,  that  your  Majefty,  as  a  true  father  of 

*  your  country,  feels  every  uneafinefs  your  fubjedts 
"-.  fufFer  :  And  as  your  Majefty  has  juftly  rejeded  all 

*  propofitions,  that  were  detrimental  and  injurious 

*  to  your  honour,  and  the  intereft  of  your  people, 

*  we  cannot  doubt  but  your  Majefty's  endeavours, 

*  in  conjundjon  with  your  allies,  to  put  an  end  to 

*  the  troubles  and  diforders  of  FMro^e^  will  foon 

*  have  the  defired  fucuefs. 

'  The  nature  of  fuch  negotiations  could  not  but 
'  carry  them  into  that  length  your  Majefty  is  gra- 
'  cioufly  pleafed  to  regret,  and  the  patience  your 

*  Majefty  has  had,  foJely  from  an  earneft  defire  to 

*  procure  to  your  fubje6ts  a  fafe  and  honourable 
*-  peace,  muft,  in  duty  and  gratitude,  animate  the 
•t  whole  nation  with  the  moft  fteady  zeal  to  exert 

*  itfelf  in  vindicating  your  Majefty's  honour,  and 
^  defending  the  rights  of  your  crown,  if  contrary 

■   '"  -  -no 
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'  to  expedation,   the  day  fhould  come,   when  the 

*  fat'ety  of  your  people  fhall  require  ftronger  rcme- 

*  dies  than  negotiations  •,  we  fhall  moft  chearfully, 
'  in  that  cafe,  under  God,  depend  upon  your  Maje- 
'  lly's  valour  and  condu6t. 

*  We  therefore  humbly  concur  in  opinion  with 
'  your  Majefty,  of  the  abfolute  necefllty  of  fupport- 
^  ingyour  allies,  and  promoting  the  mutual  fidelity 
f  which  we,  with  the  greateft  fiitisfadion,  obferve 

*  between  your  Majefty  and  them,  by  continuing 

*  the  preparations  that  have  brought  us  to  fo  near 
'  a  profpcd  of  peace,  that  your  Majefly,  however 
'  unwilling,  may  not  be  unable  to  defend  by  force 
'  thofe  rights  we  are  perfuaded  will  be  maintained 

*  by  amicable  meafures. 

'  The  gracious  afTurances  from  your  Majefty  of 
'  your  defire  to  reduce  the  public  expence,  and  the 

*  full  convidion  we  have,  that  it  will  be  managed 
'  with  the  utmofl  care  and  frugality,  lay  the  greatefl 
'  obligations  upon  us,  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  fup- 
'  port  the  prudent  and  necefTary  meafures  your  Ma- 
'  jefty  fo  fleadily  perfeveres  in,  for  the  eflablifhing 
'  a  folid  and  lafting  peace. 

'  Your  Majelly's  condefcenfion  in  acquainting 
'  your  Parliament,  that  the  preliminary  articles,  and  , 
'  fuch  other  treaties  and  conventions,  which,  with- 
'  out  manifeft  prejudice,  may  be  expofed  to  public 
'  view,  fhall  be  laid  before  us,  is  anticipating  all 
'  we  could  reafonabiy  afls:  of  your  Majefty  in  the 

*  prefent  conjundure. 

'  We  have  a  frefh  inftance  of  your  Majefty's 
'  early  application  to  profecute  the  real  intereft,  and 
^  peculiar  advantage  of  this  kingdom,  by  your  being 
'  gracioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  to  us  fo  impor- 
'  tant  a  work,  as  that  of  the  increafe  and  encou- 
'^  ragement  of  our  feamen.  The  weight  which  the 
'  naval  force  of  Great-Britain  has  fo  lately  and  vi- 

*  fibly  had,  in  aflerting  the  honour  of  your  Maje- 
t  fty's  crown,  ^nd  the  rights  and  pofTefTions  of  our 

*  country, 
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'  country,  is  too  lively  upon  our  minds,  for  us  not 

*  to  enter  with  thegreateft  willingnefs  on  a  delibe- 
'  ration  fo  ufeful  and  neceflfary,  that  they  may  be 

*  invited  into  the  fervice,  by  means  more  fuitable 

*  to   the  known   humanity  and  tendernefs  of  the 

*  prince  they  are  to  ferve,  and  to  thofe  hberties  they 
•     '  are  to  enjoy  as  well  as  defend,  than  the  methods, 

*'  hitherto  ufed,  of  compulfion. 

'  We  cannot  give  better  proofs  of  our  duty  to 
'  your  Majefiy,  and  love  of  our  country,  than  by 
^  our  unanimity,  zeal  and  difpatch  of  the  public  bu^ 

*  fmefs;  and  we  hope  this  Parliament  will  convince 
'  the  world,  that  none  of  your  fubjecls  are  fo  weary 
^  of  their  own  happinefs,  as  out  of  envy  or  mahce  to 
'  wiili  a  public  diftrefs,  or  to  foment  difficulties  at 
'  home,  in  order  to  interrupt  our  prefent  promifing 
'  expectations :  We  fhould  look  on  fuch  as  incen- 
'  diaries,  unworthy  of  the  name  of  Britons  \  they 

*  VN^ould  be  detcfled  at  home,  and  defpifed  abroad, 
f  even  by  thofe  whofe  caufe  they  would  ferve.  The 

*  juft  indignation  fuch  an  unnatural  temper  would 

*  raife  in  the  hearts  of  all  your  faithful  fubjeds, would 
'  necefiarily  incite  them  to  the  greater  zeal  for  your 

*  Majefty^s  fervice,  and  fupport  of  your  government, 

*  upon  which  our  happy  profpe<5l  of  peace  and  pro= 
'  fperity  does  depend :  And  as  we  are  deeply  fenfible 
^  of  the  happinefs  we  enjoy  under  the  beft  of  go- 

*  vernments,  adminiilred  by  the  befl:  of  Kings,  we 

*  will  (liew  that  we  know  how  to  fet  a  juft  value  on 

*  thofe  bleffings,  by  admitting  no  other  contention 

*  among  us,  but  who  fhall  be  mod  a6live  and  zea- 

*  ious  in  preferving  them,  and  in  promoting  the 
*'  public  felicity,  by  rendering  your  Majeffy's  reign 
'  as  eafy  and  glorious  to  your  felf,   as  it  is  happy 

*  and  advantageous  to  your  people.        '     '        ■ 

My  Lords, 
His  Mje-     J  'Thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and  affe5fionate  ad- 
■   ^  ^  ^*^^*       drefs^which  cannot  fail  of  having  a  good  effe^  both 

ai 
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at  home  and  abroad.  The  welfare  and  happnefs  of 
my  people  fio all  alia' ay 5  take  place  'icith  me  of  all  other 
conjidcrations  ♦,  and  you  may  he  affurcd^  that  the  confix 
dence  you  put  in  me  fhall  not  he  made  ufe  of  to  any  o- 
ther  purpcfes^  hut  for  the  fafety^  inter eji^  and  honour 
of  the  nation. 

On  the  27th  o^  January^  the  Speaker,  Arthur 
OnJloWy  Efq;  firft  alone,  and  tlien  the  other  mem- 
bers prefent,  took  the  oaths,  and  made  and  fub- 
fcribed  the  declaration,  and  took  and  fubfcribed 
the  oath  of  abjuration,  according  to  the  laws  made 
for  thofe  purpofes. 

On  Monday  the  29th,  feveral  other  Members  pre- 
fent qualified  themfelves,  and  then  the  houfe  ad- 
journed till  Wednefday  the  31  ft,  when  feveral  other 
members  prefent  having  likewife  been  fworn,  a  bill 
for  the  more  effe^ual preventing  clandcfline  outlawries^ 
was  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  le- 
cond  time.  Then  the  five  grand  committees  for  re- 
ligion^ grievances^  courts  of  jufiice^  trade.,  privileges 
and  eleilions.,  having  been  appointed,  Mr.  Speaker 
reported  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Speech  to  both 
houfes,  l\\t  Saturday  before  -,  upon  which  thei_ord 
Hervey^  eldeft  fon  to  the  Right  Honourable  iheE.irl 
of  Briftol^  moved,  '  That  an  humble  Addref.  be 
\  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  him  the  thanks 
'  of  this  houfe,  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from 

*  the  throne  ;  to  acknowledge,  in  the  moft  duti-'ul 
'  manner,  the  tender  and  affcclionatc  concern  which 
'  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  ftiew,  for  the  many 
'  inconveniencies  that  have  arifen  from  the  difagree- 
'  able  and  uncertain  fituation  of  affairs;  to  exprcfs 

*  thedeepeft  fenfe  of  gratitude  to  his  Majefty,  for  his 
'  conftant  care,  and  unwearied  endeavours  to  put  an 
'  end  to  the  troubles  and  diforders  o^ Europe^  to  free 
'  his  people  from  the  burden  of  taxes,  and  to  pro- 
^  cure  all  the  happy  confequences  of  an  honourable 

*  and 
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*  and  edablifhed  peace  ;  and  for  his  unalterable  and 

*  particular  regard  to  the  intereft  of  his  people,  in 

*  not  admitting  any  explanations,  or  alterations  in 

*  the  preliminary  articles,  detrimental  or  injurious  to 

*  his  Majefty's  honour,  or  the  intereft  of  the  nation, 

*  or  that  might  affe6i:  the  pofTefTions,  rights,  or  pri- 
'  vileges  of  thefe  kingdoms  \  to  congratulate  his 

*  Majefty  upon  the  near  profpedl  of  feeing  the  pub- 
'  lie  peace  and  tranquillity  foon  reftored,  and  all  the 

*  difficulties  removed,  which  have  hitherto  retarded 

*  the  execution  of  the  preliminaries  •,  and  to  aflure  his 

*  Majefty,  that  this  houfe,  placing  an  intire  confi- 
'  dence  in  his  Majefty 's  paternal  goodnefs  and  con- 

*  cern  for  the  eafe  and  welfire  of  his  people,  and  ful- 

*  ly  perfuaded  that  his  Majefty  will,  from  time  to 
'  time,  as  foon  as  it  can  be  done  with  fafety,  reduce 

*  the  expence  of  the  public,  will  continue  to  make 

*  fuch  preparations,  as  may  put  his  Majefty  in  a  con- 

*  dition,  if  that  neceffity  fnoald  unexpededly  be 
*-  brought  upon  him,  to  vindicate  his  honour,  and 
'  aflert  his  rights,  and  not  leave  the  nation  expofed 
'  to  the  hazard  of  lofing  all  the  fruits  and  advantages 

*  of  our  former  vigour  and  refolution  -,  that  we  will 
'  effectually  raife  the  fupplies  neceflary  for  the  fer- 
'  vice  of  the  current  year,  and  by  fuch  methods  as 
'  fhall  be  leaft  grievous  to  our  fellow  fubjeCls  y  that 

*  we  ftiall  pay  all  poftible  and  due  regard  to  his  Ma- 
'  j^fty's  gracious  recommendation  of  the  increafe 
^  and  encouragement  of  our  feamen,  and  take  into 

*  our  confideration  the  ftate  of  Greenwich  hofpital ; 

*  and  that  v/e  will,  by  a  zeal,  unanimity,  and  dif- 

*  patch  in  the  public  bufinefs,  worthy  of  the  moft 
'  dutiful,  loyal,  and  affedionate  fubjeCts  of  the  beft 
'  of  Kings,  defeat  the  vain  imaginations  of  all  fuch, 
'^  as  may  flatter  themfelves  with  hopes  of  feeing  our 
'  prefent  promifing  expectation  interrupted  or  dif- 
"■  appointed,  by  any  diftrefs  or  difficulties  that  may 

*  arife  or  be  fomented  here  at  home,' 

This 
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This  motion  was  leconded,  and  fupported  by  a 
ureat  majority  ;  lb  that  fome  obje6lions  that  were 
made  to  it  being  eafily  over- ruled,  it  was  carried 
without  dividing,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  upon  the  laid 
relbkition  •,  after  which  feveral  cuftomary  orders 
were  made. 

The  next  day,  (February  i.)  the  Lord  Hervey^ 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  the  ad- 
drefs to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  reported  the 
lame,  which  being  agreed  to,  was  on  Friday  the  2d 
of  February^  prefented,  by  the  whole  houfe,  to  his 
Majefty,  as  follows  : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  T7f  TE  your  Majefty 's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  The  houfe 

*  V  V    fubjeds,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  adcS^^ 
«  Parliament  aflembled,    beg  leave  to  return  our  ^^^^' 

*  humbleft  thanks  for  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious 
'  fpecch  from  the  throne  j  and  to  acknowledge,  in 
'  the  moft  dutiful  and  grateful  manner,  the  tender 

*  and  affe6i:ionate  concern  your  Majefty  has  been 
'  pleafed  to  exprefs,  for  the  many  inconveniencies 
'  that  have  arifen  from  the  late  diiagreeable  and  un- 
'  fettled  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  Europe. 

'  We  are  fenfible  of  the  unwearied  and  uninter- 

*  rupted  care  with  which  yourMajefty,  ever  fince  we 

*  have  enjoyed  the  bleiTings  of  your  reign,  has  la- 

*  boured,  to  put  an  end  to  the  difputes,  andreftore 
'  the  tranquillity  oi Europe ;  the  defire  you  have  had 
'  to  free  your  people  from  all  the  burdens  occafioned 

*  by  impending  war,  and  to  procure  to  them  all  the 
'  happy  confequences  of  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  efta- 
'  bliftied  peace  •,  and  we  think  it  as  impolTible  that 

*  any  difHcalties  ftiould  arife,  to  prevent  us  feeling 

*  the  good  effeds  to  be  expeded  from  your  pru- 

*  dence,  as  it  is  for  any  event:  to  make  us  forget  the 

^  marks 
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*  marks  we  have  already  received  of  your  affec- 
'  tion. 

'  The  firmnefs  yourMajefty  has  fhewn  in  abfo- 

*  lutely  refufing  to  admit  oifany  explanations  of  the 

*  preliminaries,  derogatory  to  the  honour,  or  preju- 
'  dicial  to  the  interefl  of  this  nation,  we  feel  more 
'  fenfibly  ;  as  we  think  'tis  equally  for  your  Maje- 
'  fly's  glory  and  our  happincfs,  to  have  it  appear  to 

*  the  whole  world,  that  the  care  of  your  people  is  a 

*  confideration  fo  much  fuperior  to  every  other,  in 

*  fixing  your  Majefty's  refolutions,  that  not  even  one 
'  fo  important  as  the  peace  of  all  Europe  could  in- 

*  duce  you  to  fubmit  to  the  demands  of  others,  or 

*  recede  from  your  own  in  any  point,    where  our 

*  poflelTions  were  invaded,  our  intereftftruck  at,.or 
*•  our  privileges  difputed. 

'  And  fince  this  ftand,  which  your  Majefty,  in 
'  juftice  to  yourfelf,  and  regard  to  your  people, 
'  thought  fit  to  make,  has  not  broke  oif  the  accom- 
'  modation,  but  only  retarded  it  for  our  advantage  *, 
'  we  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefly  upon 
'  the  near  profpe6l  of  that  fuccefs  in  your  nego- 

*  tiations,  which  cannot  more  effedually  fulfil  our 
'  wifhes,  as  the  earnefl:  of  our  prolperity,    tlian  it 

*  anfwers  our  expe6lations  in  demonilrating  your 

*  wifdom. 

'  But  in  cafe  your  Majefly's  exped:ations  of  fee- 

*  ingthe  public  peace  and  tranquillity  foon  reftored, 

*  fliould  ftill  be  difappointed  *,  that  your  people  may 

*  no  longer  continue  in  that  uncertainty,  in  which 

*  the  policy  of  others  may  endeavour  to  keep  us  ; 

*  and  that  we  may  be  in  a  condition  to  do  ourfelves 
'  juftice,  fhould  that  necelTity  unexpededly  be 
'  brought  upon  us,  we  are  determined,  out  of  re- 

*  gard  to  our  ov/n  intereft,  as  well  as  that  we  (hall 

*  ever  pay  to  your  Majefty's  honour,  moft  effeclu- 

*  ally  to  enable  you  to  do  yourfelf  right,   and  to 

*  aflert  and  to  maintain  all  the  pofTefilons,  advan- 

*  tages  and  privileges  of  your  people. 

'  What- 
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'  Whatever  fupplit^s,  therefore,  may  be  wanted 

*  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  your  Commons 
'  will,  with  the  utmoft  chearfulncfs  and  unanimity 

*  grant  i  being  allured  no  aid  will  ever  be  demand- 

*  ed  by  your  Majefty,  of  your  fubjeds,  but  what 
'  you  judge  abfolutcly  necelTary  for  their  own  inte- 

*  rell  and  fecurity.     And  as  we  are  determined,  in 

*  whatever  fupplies  we  raife,  to  have  regard  to  fuch 
'  methods  as  fliall  be  leafl  grievous  to  your  people  •, 

*  fo  we  have  thegreateft  fatisfadlion  in  thinking  we 

*  may  intirely  depend  on  your  Majefty 'sjuftice  and 

*  wifdorp,  that  whatever  we  do  grant,  will  be  con- 

*  ftantly  applied  in  the  manner  that  will  be  moll 
'  beneficial  to  them  :  Neither  had  we  the  Icaft 
'  doubt  (before  we  received  your  Majefty 's  moft 
^  gracious  promife)  but  that  your  Majefty,    from 

*  your  paternal  goodnefs  to  your  people,  would, 
'  from  time  to  time,  take  every  opportunity  to 
'  iTkake  all  fuch  reductions  of  the  public  expences, 

*  as  ftiould  be  for  our  prefent  eafe,  without  endan- 

*  gering  our  future  fafety. 

'  The  aflurances  your  Majefty  has  given  us,  of  the 
'  fincerity  and  fteadinefs  with  which  you  are  fatisfied 

*  all  our  allies  are  determined,  in  all  events  to  adhere 
'  to  their  engagements,   and  efpoufe  the  common 

*  caufe,  gave  us  the  greateft  fatisfaclion  •,  and  let  the 
'  future  dangers  and  difficulties  that  may  yet  arife 
'  (impofiible  to  be  forefeen)  be  ever  fo  formidable, 
*■  or  ever  fo  numerous,  we  do  not  imagine  there  can 

*  be  any  which  your  Majefty's  prudence,  caution,  a- 
'  bilities  and  experience,  joined  to  the  afliftance  of 
^  your  Parliament,  the  firmnefs  of  your  allies,  and 

*  the  bravery  of  your  people,  will  not  eafily  difpel. 

'  It  is  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  thofe  who  have  a 

*  juft  fenfe  of  the  great  importance  of  the  trade  and 

*  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  to  provide  proper  en- 
*-  couragements  for  our  leamen ;  and  common  juftice 
*■  requires  that  we  ftiould  take  a  compaflionate  care 
'  of  thofe,  who  by  misfortunes,  in  their  brave  and 

'  faith- 
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*  faithful  fervices  to  their  country,  are  become  equal- 
<  ly  incapable  of  continuing  thofe  fervices,  or  pro- 

*  viding  for  themfelves  :  We  beg  leave  therefore  to 
'  affure  your  Majeily,  that  we  will  take  this  matter 

*  into  our  confideration^  and  on  this,  as  well  as  e- 
'  very  other  occafion,  pay  the  deference  and  regard 
'  due  to  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  recoriimenda- 
'  tion. 

'  If  there  are  any  fo  ill  informed  of  the  fleady  af- 
'  fedlion  of  your  Commons,  as  vainly  to  place  their 
'  hopes  on  any  difputes  or  differences  that  might  a- 
'  rife  among  us,  we  are  determined,  by  a'hearty, 

*  zealous  and  general  concurrence  in  all  our  delibe- 

*  rations,  for  your  Majefty's  intereft  and  the  public 

*  welfare,  effe6tually  to  difappoint  fuch  ill-grounded 
'  expe6tations  -,  and  we  are  fatisfied  we  cannot  give 

*  better  evidence  of  our  love  to  our  country,  than  by 

*  conftant  demonftrations  of  our  duty  to  the  bed  of 
'  Kings :  And  as  your  Majefty's  endeavours  have 

*  been^  (and  we  are  perfuaded)  ever  will  be,  to  pre-^ 

*  ferve  us  a  free,  and  eftablifli  us  a  happy  people,  fo 

*  we  fhould  think  our  fslves  undeferving  all  the  be- 
'  nefits  and  bleffings  of  your  reign,  were  it  pofTible 
'  we  could  ever  be  wanting  in  the  leaft  point,  on  our 
«  part,  to  make  it  as  great,  happy  and  glorious,  as 
'  that  of  any  of  your  royal  predeceffors. 

To  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  return  the  fol^ 
lowing  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

The  King's   J  Gtve  you  my  thanks  for  this  very  loyal  and  affeSfio- 
anfwer.  Ttate  Addrefs.    Stich  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude 

from  my  faithful  Commons  would  add^  if  any  thing  pof 
fihly  could  ^  to  my  refolutions  of  promoting  and  confulting 
upon  all  occafions  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  my  peo- 
ple, ^he  intire  confidence  you  place  in  me^  will  engage 
me  more  fir  i^ly  to  make  ufe  of  the  power  and  trufi  you 
fijall  repofe  in  me,  for  your  inter efi^  and  toyour  fatif- 

fahion  J 
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faEiion  ;  and  you  fhall  uhjoays  find  my  readinefs  to 
eafe  and  reduce  the  expences  of  the  ptiblic  to  your 
€xpe£latio7is. 

This  arifwer  was  lb  agreeable  and  acceptable  to 
the  Commons,  that  Mr.  Speaker  having  the  next 
day  {Feb.  2.)  reported  the  iame  to  the  houfc,  it  was 
unanimoufiy  relblved  to  return  the  moft  humble 
thanks  of  the  houfe  to  his  Majefty,  for  it,  by  ano- 
ther addrefs. 

On  the  fame  day  having  taken  his  Majefly's  moft 
gracious  fpeech  into  confideration,  Sir  Charles  Tur- 
ner made  a  motion  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  his 
Majefly,  which  the  next  day,  February  3d,  pafled 
into  a  refolution,  and  on  Monday  the  5th,  was  re- 
ported, and  unanimoLifly  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 
This  done,  the  Com  mens  ordered  feveral  eftimateSj 
accounts,  lifts,  and  other  papers^  to  be  laid  before 
them,  viz. 

1.  An  eftimate  of  the  ordiriaVy  of  the  riavy  for 
the  year  1728,  with  the  half-pay  of  the  officers  of 
the  navy  and  marines. 

2.  An  eftimate  of  the  charge  for  guards,  garri- 
fons  and  land-forces^  for  the  year  1728. 

3.  An  eftimate  of  the  charge  of  the  office  of 
Ordnance  for  land-fervice,  for  the  year  1728. 

4.  A  lift  of  the  regimental  and  warrant  half- 
pay  officers,    for  the  year  1728. 

5.  An  Account  of  the  fervices  incurred  ;  and 
not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

6.  An  eftimate  of  the  charge  of  the  out-penfiQ- 
ners  of  Ci?^^^  hofpital,  for  the  Year  1728. 

7.  An  Account  how  the  money  given  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1727,  hath  been  difpofed  of. 

8.  A  ftateof  the  debt  of  his  Majcfty's  navy,  as 
it  ftood  at  Chriftmas  laft. 

9.  An  account  of  the  excefs  or  furplus  of  the  Ag- 
gregate fund^  South-fea  fund^  and  the  General  fund. 

Vol.  IX.  Z  On 


33,8  Parliamentary    A.i728» 

On  ^uefday  the  6th  Oi  February y  fome  of  the  cotn- 
milTioners  of  the  cuftoms  laid  before  the  Commons, 
purfuant  to  fcveral  adls  of  Parliament,    feveral  ac- 
counts of  prohibited  Eaft-India  goods,  ^c.    After 
which  Mr.  Pelham^   fecretary  at  war,  prefented  to 
the  houfe  feveral  eflimates,  relating  to  the  land-for- 
ces, that  had  been  called  for  the  day  before  ;  as  alfcs 
by   his  Majefty's   command,    an  efiimate   of  the 
charge  of  2224. horfe^  iS^6  dragoons,  and  ^0^4. foot, 
of  the   troops  of  his   Highnefs   the  Landgrave   of 
Hefie-CafTel,    for  the  year  \j2%x      The  fame  day 
Mr.  Cockburn,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
prefented  alfo  to  the  houfe,.  the  ordinary  eftimate 
of  his  Majefly's  navy. 

On  IVednefday  tho:  ythof  February,  the  Commons, 
in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  confidered  of 
thefupply,  and  unanimoufly  refolved,  ifi.  That 
1 5000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea-fervice,  for  the 
year  1 728,  beginning  from  the  ift  day  of  January,, 
I  727.  2dly,  That  the  fumof  four  pounds ^^r  man 
per  month,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid 
1 5000  men,  for  1 3  months,  including  the  ordnance 
for  fea  fervice.  ^dly.  That  the  lum  of  205,561  L 
14  J.  9  i.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  navy  (includinghalf  pay  for  fea  officers) 
for  the  year  1728.  Which  refolutions  being  the 
next  day  {February  8.)  reported,  were  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe. 

On  Friday  the  9th  of  February,  the  Commons  re- 
folved to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  for  an  efiimate  of 
what  may  be  necelTary  for  repairing  and  rebuilding 
his  Majefty's  fhips,  and  for  the  repairs  of  hisMa- 
jefty's  docks,  for  the  year  1728.  After  which,  in 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  on  thefupply,  they 
confidered  of  the  eftimaie  of  the  clrarge  of  theguards, 
garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's  land  forces  inGr^^^ 
Britain^  for  the  year  1728.  And  a  motion  being 
made,  that  the  number  of  effedive  men,  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  be  22955  men  j  though  this  number  was 

about 
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about  3600  men  lefs  than  were  provided  for  the  laft 
fcfTion  of  Parliament)  yet  the  fame  met  witli  oppo- 
fition,  fome  members  infifting,  that  the  8000  men, 
augmentation  troops,  raifed  lad  year,  fhould  be  in- 
tirely  reduced :  But  finding  the  majority  to  be  a- 
gainft  them,  they  endeavoured  to  put  off  the  debate, 
by  moving.  That  Mr.  Speaker  JJoould  refume  the  chair  -, 
which  being  carried  in  the  negative,  by  290  votes 
againfl  84,  the  Committee  came  afterwards  to  the 
following  refolutions,  viz. 

i/?,  That  the  number  of  effe6Live  men  to  be  pro- 
vided for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain.,  and 
for  Guernfey  and  Jerfey^  for  the  year  1728,  be  (in- 
cluding 1850  invalids,  and  p^c^r^  men  with  the  fix 
independent  Companies  lor  the  fervice  of  the  High- 
lands)  22955  men,  commifTion  and  non-commiflion 
officers  included. 

2^/y,  That  the  fum  of  786,974/.  is.  ^d.  be 
granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  faid  22955 
effective  men,  (^c.  Thefe  refolutions  being,  the 
next  day,  reported,  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 
After  which  the  Commons,  m  a  grand  Committee, 
confidered  of  ways  and  means  to  raife  the  fupply, 
and  refolved.  That  the  duties  on  Malt^Mum^  Cyder ^ 
and  Perry ^  &c.  be  continued  from  the  23d  day  of 
June  1728,  to  the  24th  day  oVJtine  1729.  This 
refolution  being  reported  on  Monday  the  12th  of 
February^  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  thereupon.  The  lame  day  the  Com- 
mons, in  a  grand  Committee,  confidered  farther  of 
the  fupply,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutionSj 
viz. 

i/,That  the  fum  of  1 58,009/.  10 s.  i  li.  be  grant- 
ed for  maintaining  his  Majelty's  forces  and  garri- 
fons in  the^plantations,  Minorca  dind  Gibraltar- y  and 
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for  provifions  for  the  garrifon  at  Annapolis-Royal^ 
Placentiay  and  Gibraltar^  for  the  year  1728. 

idly^  The  fum  of  10,847/.  15/.  upon  account, 
for  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-Hofpital^  for  the  year 
1728. 

3i/K,  Thefumof5o,42  8/.  \Gs.  loi.  for  defray- 
ing feveral  extraordinary  expences  and  fervices  in- 
curred,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

4^/?/y,  The  fum  of  58,000/.  upon  account,  to  re- 
duced officers  of  his  Majefly's  land-forces,  and  ma-^ 
rines,  for  the  year  1728  ;  which  refolutions  being, 
on  the  13  th  of  February^  reported,  were  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe. 

The  day  before  (February  12)  Mr.  Tfeafurer, 
by  his  Majefty's  command,  laid  before  the  houfe 
copies  of  feveral  treaties  and  alliances^,  and  other  pa- 
pers, viz. 

Copy  and  tranflation  of  the  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Madrid^\i^  13th  of 
June,  N.S.  1721. 

Copy  and  tranHation  of  the  defenfive  alliance  be- 
tween Great  Britain,  France,  z.n^  «S;?^i^,  concluded 
at  M^ir/ithe  i3thof  Jf^;/^,  N.S.  1721. 

Copy  and  tranflation  of  the  feparate  article  of  the 
defenfive  alliance  h^v^tznGreai Britain,France^^n^ 
Spain,  concluded  2.t  Madrid,  June  13,  N.S.  1721. 

Copy  and  tranflation  of  another  feparate  article  of 
the  defenfive  alliance  between  Great  Britain, France^. 
and  Spain,  concluded  at  Madrid  the  i^th  of  June^ 
N.  S.  172 1. 

Copy  and  tranflkttbn  of  the  preliminary  articles 
figned  at  Paris  the  31ft  of  ik%v  N.  S.   1727. 

Copy  and  tranflation  of  the  declaration,  figned  by 
Mr.  Walpole  at  Far  is,  the  3  ill  of  il%,  N .  S.  1 72  7. 

Copy 
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Copy  and  tranflation  of  the  Duke  of  Boiirnon- 
vilie's  declaration,  figncd  at  Vienna  the  13th  o\'Junc\ 
N.  S.    1727. 

Copy  of  the  King  and  kingdom  o^  Swede?!' s  accef- 
fion  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover^  dated  at  Stockholm 
the  14th  o^  March ^  ijiG-y^  and  tranflation. 

Copy  of  the  feparate  articles,  and  the  fecret  one 
belonging  to  the  faid  accelTion,  dated  the  14th  of 
March^  1726-7,  and  tranflation. 

Copy  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain, France^ 
and  Defffnark,  dated  at  Copenhagen  the  i6th  o^April^ 
lyij-,  and  tranflation. 

Copy  of  the  feparate  and  fecret  articles  belonging 
to  the  faid  treaty,  dated  at  Copenhagen  the  i6th  of 
April  1727,  and  tranflation. 

Copy  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Duke  of  Brtinfwick  Lunenburg-tVolfenbuttel^ 
dated  •MWeftrainfter  the  25th  of  November^  ^727? 
and  tranflation. 

Copy  of  the  feparate  article  belonging  to  the 
faid  treaty,  dated  at  Wefiminfier  the  faid  25th  of 
November^  lyiy^  and  tranflation. 

Thefe  papers  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to 
be  perufed  by  the  members  of  the  houfe,  who  on 
Wednefday  the  14th  of  February^  went  into  a  grand 
Committee  on  the  fupply,  and  confidered  of  the  c- 
fliimate  of  the  charge  of  2224  horfe,  1 836  dragoons, 
and  8034  foot  of  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of 
Hejje-CaJJ'el^  for  the  year  1728.  And  a  motion  be- 
ing made,  that  the  fum  of  230,923 /.  ii.r.  8i.  be 
granted  for  the  faid  charge,  the  fame  occafioned  a 
great  debate,  wherein  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  made  a 
long  elaborate  fpeech,  fetting  forth  the  (late  of  af- 
fairs in  Europe  for  fome  years  paft,  and  endeavour^ 
ing  to  fliew,  the  abfolute  necefTity  of  keeping  up  all 
our  forces  till  the  end  of  the  prefent  negotiations, 
particularly  the  12,000  men,  which,  by  the  treaty 
of  Hanover^  Great  Britain  fl:ood  engaged  to  furnifli. 
He  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney^  Sir  Wil- 
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Ham  TVyndham^  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawfon^  and  Sir  John 
Bramftone^  who  obje6led,  *  That  by  the  faid  treaty, 
'  the  contrading  parties  were  not  obliged  to  furnifh 
'  the  fuccours  ftipulated  therein,  but  within  two 
'  months  after  requifition  ,  and  that,  even  in  fuch  a 
'  cafe,  Great  Britain  W2is  only  to  furnifh  men  of  war, 
'  or  tranfport  fhips,  or  even  fubfidies  of  money,  at 

*  the  choice  of  the  party  requiring  the  faid  fuccours.' 
To  this  Mr.  TValpole  replied,  ^  That  the  late  King,  of 

*  glorious  memory,  in  his  great  v,^ifdom,  had  thought 
'  fitto  providebetimesthefiidbody  of  i2iOOomen, 
'  inorderto  obtain  the  endsof  the  treaty  of //(^;/(9i;^r-, 
'  that  with  this  view,  a  convention  was  made  with 
*■  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe-C ajfe I,  whoCe  troops  were 
'  the  moft  ready  at  hand  for  that  purpofe,  and  much 
'^  cheaper  than  the  raifing  and  maintaining  national 
^  troops  ;  that  the  necefTity  of  making  this  conven- 

*  tion  was  the  greater,   by  reafpn  of  an  unforefeen 

*  difippointment  from  one  of  the  contracting  parties 

*  in  the forementioned alliance;  thattimehadfhewn, 

*  that  the  taking  the  faid  1 2,000  men  into  his  Ma- 
'  jefty'sfervice,was  a  wife  and  neceflary  precaution, 

*  fmce  they  had  hitherto  prevented  the  kindling  of 
'  a  war  in  Germany  *,  and  that  as  the  fame  reafons, 
*■  for  which  they  were  taken  into  pay,  dill  fubfifted, 
^  it  was  prudence,  and  abfolutely  necefTary,  to  con- 
'  tinue  that  expence  till  the  intended  congrefs  at 

*  Camhray  was  over.'  Thefe  reafons  carried  fo  great 
a  weight,  that  the  quefrion  being  put  upon  the  mo- 
tion above-mentioned,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  a  majority  of  280  votes  againft  84.  It  was 
obferved,  that  Sir  Robert  JValpole  did  not  think  it 
necefTary  to  fpeak  in  this  debate  ^  and  that  Mr.  tV — 
F ,  from  whom  the  main  oppolition  was  ex- 
pected, was  not  in  the  houfe. 

The  next  day  (February  15)  Sir  Charles  'Turner 

reported  the  faid  refolution  of  granting  the  fum  of 

230,923/.  Hi.  8  J.  for  the  expence  of  1 2,000 i/^/- 

fians  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1728,  which  was  a- 

.    greed, 
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agreed  to  by  the  houfc.  The  fame  day,  in  a  grand 
Committee,  the  Commons  went  through  the  bill  for 
continuing  the  malt-tax,  and  added  to  it  a  claufe  of 
credit,  and  made  feveral  other  amendments  •,  which 
being  the  next  day  reported,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe,  and  the  Hiid  bill  ordered  to  be  ingrofled. 

On  Monday  th-e  19th,  Mr.  Cockburn  prefented  to 
the  houfe,  a  bill  for  encouraging  feamen^  who  Jh all 
voluntarily  enter  into  his  Maj efty^ s fervice^  which  was 
read  a  firil  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond. 
After  which  it  was  refolved,  to  addrefs  his  Majefty 
for  a  particular  and  diflindt  account  of  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  fum  of  250,000/.  which  (in  an  account 
laid  before  this  houfe,  Ihewing  how  the  money  given 
for  the  year  1727  has  been  difpofed  of)  is  charged 
to  have  been  iflued  for  other  expences  and  engage- 
ments, over  and  above  fuch  as  are  therein  particular- 
ly fpecified  for  fecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
this  kingdom,  and  preferving  and  reftoring  the 
peace  of  Europe ;  and  of  the  time  or  times  v/hen 
the  faid  fum  of  250,000/.  was  iflued  and  diftri- 
buted.  After  this,  in  a  grand  Committee  on  the 
fupply,  it  was  refolved  to  grant, 

ly?.  The  fum  of  50,000  /.  for  one  year's  fubfidy 
to  the  King  of  Sweden, 

idly^  The  fum  of  25,000  /.  for  one  year's  fubfidy 
to  the  Duke  o^ BrunJwick-Lunenhurgh'WolfenhutteL 

Zdly^  The  fum  of  117,442/.  14J.  o^d,  for  the 
charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land-fervice, 
for  the  year  1728. 

4/i'/y,  The  fum  of  80,261  /.  9^-.  3^.  for  defray- 
ing the  extraordinary  expence  of  ordnance  ftores 
fent  to  Gibraltar^  Port-mahon^  and  additional  arms 
delivered  to  the  forces,  for  the  year  1727,  and  not 
provided  for  by  Parliament. 
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c,thly^  The  fum  of  279,360/.  is.  i  d.  to  make 
good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1727. 

Which  refolutions  being  the  next  day  (Febru- 
ary 20)  reported,  were  agreed  to. 

The  next  day  (February  21)  the  Commons,  in  a 
Grand  Committee,  confidered  farther  of  the  fupply, 
iand  came  to  the  following  refoiutions,  viz, 

i/.  To  grant  the  fum  of  90,000  /.  to  fatisfy  and 
difcharge  the  feveral  principal  fums  due  on  the  re- 
gifter  tor  loans  at  the  Exchequer^  in  purfuance  of 
an  a6l  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty  King  George  I. 

idly^  The  fum  of  103,140/.  to  fatisfy  and  dif- 
charge fo  much  of  the  fum  of  360,000  /.  granted 
by  the  abovementioned  a61:  for  the  building  of  new 
churches^  and  oiher  purpofes,  as  has  not  been  raifed 
by  loans,  or  otherwife. 

3^/)',  The  fum  of  435,605  /.  to  redeem  the  an- 
nuity of  17,384/.  4  J.  payable  to  the  South-Sea 
Company,  in  refpedl  of  the  like  fum  fubfcribed  in- 
to their  ftock,  part  of  the  principal  fum  of  500,000  /. 
payable  on  the  benefit  tickets  in  the  lottery,  efta- 
bliihed  by  the  faid  aft  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I.  charged  on  the 
faid  duties  on  coals  and  culm. 

4/^/y,  The  fum  of  338,800/.  to  difcharge  and 
cancel  the  feveral  Exchequer  bills  made  forth,  in 
purfuance  of  an  a6l  of  Parliament,  made  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I.  &c. 

On  'Thurfday  (February  22)  S'w  Charles 'Turner  re- 
ported the  abovementioned  refolutions  on  the  fup- 
ply,  which  were  agreed  to. 

And 
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And  on  Friday  the  23d  of  February^  the  Com- 
mons, in  a  committee  on  ways  and  means  to  raife 
the  fupply,  came  to  feveral  rcfolutions,  the  report 
whereof  was  ordered  to  be  made  on  the  Monday 
next  following,  {Feb.  26.)  to  which  day  the  houfe 
adjourned. 

On  Monday  the  26th,  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the 
city  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  a  petition 
of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of 
the  City  of  London^  in  common  council  aflembled, 
alledging,  Tbat  the  duties  already  laid  upon  coals  and 
culm^  imported  into  the  port  of  London,  only  affe5l 
their  tradey  and  the  inequality  of  the  burden  thereof  is 
a  great  difcouragement  to  the  manufa5iures^  as  well  as 
an  hardfhip  upon  the  whole  trading  people  in  and  about 
the  city  of  London  \  and  praying  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe ^  and  fuch  relief  as  to  the  houfe  fhall  feem 
raeet.  But,  after  a  fmall  debate,  a  motion  being 
made,  and  the  queftion  put,  that  the  faid  petition 
be  rejeded,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
a  majority  of  214  voices  againft  92, 

Then  Sir  Charles  ^Turner  reported  the  above- 
faid  refolutions,  which,  in  fubftance,  are  as  follow, 

viz, 

ift^  That  1,750,000/.  be  raifed  by  grant  or  fale 
to  the  bank  of  England^  of  annuities  not  exceeding 
70,000  per  ann.  being  after  the  rate  of  4/.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  redeemable  by  Parliament,  to  commence 
from  the  24th  of  June  1728,  and  to  be  charged  on 
the  duties  on  coals  and  culm. 

2^/y,  That  out  of  the  furplulTes,  excefTes,  or  over- 
plus monies,  commonly  called  the  Sinking  Fund, 
there  be  iflued  and  applied  the  fum  of  6^,^^^L  to 
tht  South-Sea  company, which,  together  with  the  fum 
of  4345^05  /.  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  redeeming 

an 
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an  annuity  of  17,384/.  4  s,  payable  to  the  faid  corn- 
pan^  out  of  the  duties  on  coals  and  culm,  will  com- 
pleat  a  fum  of  500,000/.  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  com- 
pany, for  redeeming  a  proportionable  part  of  their 
annuities,  purfuant  to  an  2B:  of  the  9th  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I. 

3<^/y,  That  the  monies  arifing  into  the  Exchequer 
from  the  Sinking  Fund,  be  farther  applied  to  pay  to 
the  bank  oi England  the  fum  of  one  million,  part  of 
the  principal  fum  of  1,775,027/.  17^.  10 d.  due  to 
them  for  Exchequer  bills  cancelled,  ^c,  and  for  re^ 
deeming  a  proportionable  part  of  the  annuity  at- 
tending thereon. 

^thly.  That  three  fhillings  in  the  pound  be  raifed 
in  the  year  1728,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, penfions,  offices,  perfonal  eftates,  6f<r. 

The  firft  of  theferefolutions  being  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  queflion 
put.  That  the  faid  refolution  be  re-committed,  it 
paffed  in  the  negative  :  After  which  the  faid  refolu- 
rion  was,  upon  the  queflion  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  hpufe :  As  were  alfo  the  refidue  of  the  faid 
refolutions  •,  and  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  upon  the  fame. 

Thus,  in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  the  whole  Supply 
for  the  year  1728,  demanded  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty,  and  amounting  to  near  four  millions  fler- 
ling,  was  voted,  and  ways  and  means  found  to  raife 
the  fame.  The  particular  fums  are  as  follow  : 
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Feb.   7. 
and    8. 

Feb.   9. 
and  10. 


Feb.i2, 
and  13. 


Feb.l4r' 
and  15. 


Feb.ig. 
and  20. 


/.  s.  d, 

780,000    o  o 

205,661  14  9 

786,974     2  9 


P     J  15,000  Seamen    —     — 

\  Ordinary  of  the   navy 
P      C  22,955  men,  land-forces 
(       guards  and   garrifons 
'Garrifons  in  the  Planta- 
tions,    Minorca^     and 
Gibraltar       —       — 
Tj,      .  Out-penfionersofC^^^^- 
^       Hofpital        —       ' — 
Extraordinary     expences 
and  fer vices      —     - — 
Reduced  officers    —     — 

For- 1  12,000  Heffians        —       230,923  ii     8 


158,009  II      o 

10,847  ^5     o 

50,428  16  10 

58,000  o  10 


For< 


i^f^.2I. 

an(^  22. 


Subfidy  to  the   King  o.f 
Sweden 

Subfidy  to  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbuttel  —  — 
\  Ordnance  for  land-fervice 
I  Stores  fent  to  Gibraltar 
j  and  Port-Mahoji  — 
^Deficiencies  of  1727  '«— 
j  Difcharging  loans  at  the 
I  Exchequer  —  — > 
j  Difcharging  other  loans 
For<  ^^^^c'"g  ^^  annuity  of 
j  17,384/.  \s.  from  the 
I  South- Sea  company  — 
L  Cancelling  Exchequer  bills 


—   —   50,000  o  p 


25,000  o 
117,442  14 

80,261  9 

90,000     o 
103,140    o 


434,605     o    o 
338,800    o    o 


Total— 3,799,454  16  o 

To  anfwer  which,  the    following   funds  were 
affigned,  viz, 

L  s.  d. 

1.  The  malt- tax,  computed  at     —     750,000  o  o 

2.  The  land-tax  computed   at    —     1,500,000  o  o 

3.  The  loan  made  by  the  bank,   on 

^he  annuity  of  70,000/.     —    —    —    1,750,000  o  o 

Amounting  to — 4,000,000  o  o 


But 
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ButI  muft  acquaint  my  readers,  That  befides  the 
city  petition  already  mentioned,  other  difficulties 
were  ftated,  in  relation  to  the  loan  by  the  bank, 
on  the  coal  duty.  For  in  the  grand  committee  of 
Friday^  February  23,  a  gentleman  obferved,  '  That 
«  the  fhifting  of  funds  was  but  perpetuating  taxes, 

*  and  putting  off  the  evil  day  •,  and  that  Eotwithftand- 
«  ing  the  great  merit  that  fomc  had  built  on  the 

*  Sinking  Fnnd^  it  appeared,  that  the  national  debt 

*  had  increafed  fince  the  fetting  up  of  that  pompous 

^  proje<5l.'     Hereupon  SirA^— - — G ,  onq 

of  the  city  members,  faid,  '  He  fuppofed,  thatgen- 

*  tleman  had  his  notions  out  of  a  treatife  lately  pub- 
«  liihed,  on  the  State  of  the  Public  Bebts^  (fuppofed 

*  to  be  written  by  that  very  gentleman)  but  that  if 
^  he  undcrflood  any  thing,  it  was  Numbers,  and  he 

*  duril  pawn  his  credit  and  reputation  to  prove, 

*  that  author's  calculations  and  inferences  to  be  falfe 

«  and  erroneouSo'    To  this  Mr.  P— -y  replied, 

«  That  he  took  them  to  be  right ;  and  he  would 

*  likewife  pawn  his  credit  and  reputation  to  make 

*  good  his  aflertion.^    Hereat  Sir  R ^F-— - 

took  up  the  cudgels,  and  faid,  '  He  would  main- 

*  tain  what  Sir  N — -G had  advanced  ;    and 

*  fince  he  had  already  a  fecond,  he  defired  the  other 
'  gentleman'to  call  for  his.'  Mr.  P y  there- 
upon named  Mr.  V — -/.    But  left  the  bickering 

between  the  two  great  men  ihould  grow  too  warm, 

yix,  H d  interpofed,  in  a  jocular  fpeech,  that 

put  the  houfe  in  good  humour,  andfo  the  challenge 
was  put  off  to  another  day. 

On  Thurfday  tht  29th  of  February^  Sir  Paul  Me- 
ihuen  reported  to  the  houfe  of  Commons, That  their 
addrefs  for  a  particular  and  difiin£f  account  ofthefum. 
^250,000/.  i^c,  had  been  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
and  that  hisMajefty  had  commanded  him  to  acquaint 
the  houfe,  \  That  thelateKing,  his  Mr.jeily's  royal 

'father 
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'  father,   having  the,  like  occafion,  received  from 

*  the  kill  Parliament  the  mod  dutiful  acknowledg- 
«  ments  of  his  great  care  and  wifdom,  in  taking 

*  llich  (teps,  and  entering  into  iuch  engagements  as 

*  he  thought  v^ould  belt  conduce  to  the  Iccurity  of 
'  this  kingdom,  and  the  prcfervation  of  the  peace 

*  of  Europe  -,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  ftrongcft  af- 
'  fu ranees  of  their  future  fupport,    in  all  fuch  far- 

*  ther  mcafures  as  he  fliould  End  neceflary  and  ex- 

*  pcdient  for  preventing  a  rupture,  and  for  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  advantage  of  thefe  kingdoms:  And  a 

*  power  being  accordingly  given  by  Parliament  ta 

*  his  lateMajefty,  for  ilTuii  g  and  applying  fuch  fums 
'  of  money  as  he  jfhould  find  neceflary,  for  anfwer- 

*  ing  and  defraying  fuch  expences  and  engagements, 
<  as  had  been,  or  fhould  be  made  for  thefe  great  and 
«  neceflary  purpofes ;  fome  part  of  the  money  men- 
'  tioned  in  this  addrefs,  had  been  iflTued,  and  dif- 

*  burfed  by  his  late  Majefty ;  and  the  remaining  pare 
«  has  been  applied  by  his  Majefty,  for  carrying  on 

*  the  fame  neceflary  fervices,  for  ft rengthening  his 
'  alliances,  and  in  fulfilling  engagements  of  the  ut- 

*  moft  importance  to  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to  the 
'  general  tranquillity  of  £/^r^/>^,  and  which  require 

*  thegreateftfecrecy.  His  Majefty  therefore  hopes,- 

*  That  this  houfe  will  repofe  the  fame  confidence  in 

*  him,  and  be  affured,  that  the  money  has  been  ne- 
^  ceflarily  expended,   purfuant  to  the  power  given- 

*  by  ad  of  Parliament,  and  for  the  ufes  and  purpo- 

*  fes  thereby  diredled  ;  and  a  particular  and  diftindt 

*  account  thereof  cannot  be  given  without  manifcft 

*  prejudice  to  the  public' 

This  anfwer  being  confbrmable  to  that  which-  was 
returned  in  February  iyi6-y^  to  a  like  addrefs  from 
the  Commons,  about  the  difpolal  of  1 25,000  /.  Mr. 
William  Pulleney^  who  then  raifed  feveral  weighty 
objedions  againfl:  Iuch  a  vague  and  general  way  of 
accounting  tor  public  money,  as  tending  to  render 

Par- 


^to  Parliamentary    A.1728. 

Parliaments  altogether  infignificant  and  ufelefs ;  to 
cover  imbezzlements ;  and  to  fcreen  corrupt  and  ra- 
pacious minifters :  Mr.  Pulteney^  I  fay,  and  feveral 
other  gentlemen,  fpoke  againft  this  laft  mefTage,  ur- 
ged the  increafe  of  the  national  debt,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fo  much  boafted  of  Sinking  Fund^  and  would 
have  had  that  important  affair  immediately  debated 
in  a  grand  committee.  But  the  court  party  waved 
it,  by  moving  to  adjourn  the  houfe  to  the  Monday 
next  following ;  which,  after  fome  debate,  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  202  votes  againft  66, 

Accordingly,  on  Monday  the  4th  o^  March,  the 
Commons  refolved  to  go  that  afternoon  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  of  the  ftate  of 
the  nation,  in  relation  to  the  national  debt,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  committee  feveral  papers,  viz. 
Firft^  An  account  of  fuch  of  the  national  debts,  in- 
curred before  the  2  5th  of  December  1 7 1 6,  as  are  re- 
deemable by  Parliament,  with  the  intereft  or  annui- 
ty attending  the  fame,  and  when  the  fame  are  re- 
deemable. Secondly^  An  account  of  the  money  paid 
into  the  Exchequer^  arifen  upon  the  duties  on  coals 
and  culm  (continued  by  an  a6t  of  the  fifth  year  of 
his  late  Majefty's  reign,  for  building  new  churches, 
and  for  the  fupply  of  that  year)  from  the  29th  day 
oi  September  1720,  to  the  29th  d-a-y  o^  September 
1727,  diftinguilhing  each  year  ;  and  alfo  the  ac- 
count of  the  prefent  annual,  and  other  charges  there- 
upon. Thirdly^  An  account,  lliewing  how  the  mo- 
ney given  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1727,  hath 
been  difpofed  of,  diftinguifhed  under  the  feveral 
heads,  until  the  15th  o{  February  1727,  with  the 
deficiency  thereupon.  Fourthly^  An  account  of  the 
eftim.ate  of  the  debt  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  as  it  ftood 
on  the  3 1  ft  of  'December  1727.  It  was  alfo  ordered. 
That  Mr.  Alexander  Chocke^  Mr.  Stephen  Downs ^ 
Mr.  James  Green^  and  Mr.  Peter  le  Heup^  fhould 
attend  the  faid  committee,  into  which  the  houfe  ha- 
ving refolved  itfelf,  they  were  examined  as  to  the 

papers 
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papers  above-mentioned.  This  done,  a  motion  was 
made  on  the  court  fiJc,  '  That  it  appears,  that 
'  the  monies  already  ifTucd  and  applied  towards 

*  difcharging  the  national  debts,  incurred  before 
'  Cbriftjnas  lyiC,  (together  with  the  iiim  of  two 
'  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  four  hundred  thir- 

*  ty-five  pounds,  fixteen  fhillings  and  four  pence 

*  three  farthings,  which  will  be  ilTued  at  Lady-Day 
'  1728,  towards  difcharging  the  faid  debts;)  a- 
'  mount  to  fix  millions,  fix  hundred  forty-eight 
'  thouiand,  feven  hundred  fixty-two  pounds,  five 
'  fhillings  and  one  penny  farthing.' 

Hereupon  there  arofe  a  very  warm  and  long  de^ 
bate,  that  lafted  till  pail  eight  of  the  clock  \n  the 
evening.  Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney^  who  fpoke  fitft  a- 
gainft  the  motion,  endeavoured  to  fliew  the  falla- 
cious tendency  of  it  -,  he  was  feconded  by  his  coufia 
Mr.  William  Pulteney^  and  the  latter  was  fupported 
by  the  Lord  Morpeth^  Mr.  Shippen^  Sir  B^illiam 
IVyndham^  and  fome  other  gentlemen.  They  fug- 
gefted  in  general,  '  That  notwithflanding  the  fup- 
*•  plies  that  were  annually  raifed  in  the  latl  reign  ; 

*  notwithflanding  the  great  fums  of  money  given 

*  from  time  to  time,  for  extraordinary  expences, 
'  and  fecret  fervice  \  notwithicanding  the  produce 
'  of  the  Sinking  Fund^  yet  the  public  debts^  for  the 
'  gradual  difcharge  of  which  that  famious  projed 

*  was  faid  to  be  contrived,  were  rather  increafed 

*  than  lefTened  ;  and  this  in  a  time  of  almoft  un- 

*  interrupted  peace  and  tranquillity,  which  mufl 

*  be  owing  to  a  very  profufe  nianagement  of  the 
^^  public  treafure ;  and  yielded  but  a  very  melan- 
'  choly  profped,  fince  at  this  rate  our  debts  mufl 
^  flill  grow  fader,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  or  public  trou- 
^  bles  \  fo  that  the  heavy  and  numgrous  taxes  that 

*  now  lay  upon  the  nation,  mufl  be  perpetuated  to 
'  the  lateft  poflerity.' 

Then,  entering  upon  particulars,  they  took  no- 
tice of  the  artifice  with  which  the  accounts  that  lay 

before 
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before  them  were  drawn  up ;  That  in  order  to  fwell 
that  of  the  fums  faid  to  have  been  iflued  and  applied 
towards  the  difcharge  of  the  public  debts,  incurred 
before  Chriftmas  1716,  there  was  added  to  it  above 
three  millions,  for  the  advanced  price  given  in  the 
year  1720,  in  order  to  make  the  irredeemables  re- 
deemable, which  could  not  properly  be  called  a  pay- 
ment of  thofe  debts  -,  whereas,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  the  account  of  the  prefent  national  debt^  or  of  the 
increafe  of  that  debt  fmce  Chriftmas  1 7 1 6,  feveral 
large  fums  were  omitted,  particularly  one  million, 
raifed  upon  the  credit  of  the  civil  lift^  and  feveral 
deficiencies  on  tTie  land-tax^  malt^  and  other  funds,, 
whicli  certainly  ftill  remained  ^public  debt. 

Sk Robert  Walpole^  againft  whom  thofe  objections 
and  refledions  were  chiefly  levelled,  fuftained  alone, 
and  repelled  the  attacks  of  his  antagonifts,  and,  in  a 
long  fpeech,  having  (hewed  the  nature  and  ftate  of 
the  public  debts,  and  the  operation  and  efficacy  of 
the  Sinking  Fund^  flrenuoufly  maintained  the  afTer- 
tion  contained  in  the  motion.  The  oppofite  party 
perceiving  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  were 
convinced  by  his  arguments,  moved  that  Mr.  Spea- 
ker fhould  refume  the  chair ,  but,  after  fome  farther 
debate,  the  queftion  being  put  upon  this  fecond  mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  250  voices 
againft  97  •,  after  which  the  queftion  being  put  upon 
the  firft  motion,  it  v/as  carried  without  dividing  ; 
and  the  farther  confideration  o^zh^ftate  of  the  nation^ 
in  relation  to  the  national  debt ^  was -put  oft"  to  the 
STy^/^ry^f^j  following,  and  then  again  to  the  next  day* 

Accordingly  on  the  8th  of  A/^rr^,  the  Commons^ 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  refumed  the 
confideration  of  the  national  debt.,  and  after  a  long 
debate  came  t^  three  other  refolutions,  which  to- 
gether with  the  firft,  are  as  follow. 

Firft ^  That  the  monies  already  iflued  and  applied 
towards  difcharging  the  national  debts,  incurred  be- 

.   fore 
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fore  Chrijlmas  17 16,  (together  with  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufind  four  luindred  thirty- 
five  pounds,  fixtecn  fhillinp:s  and  four  pence  three 
farthings,  which  will  be  ifiued  iit  Lady -Day  172S, 
towards  difcharging  the  fiid  debts;)  amount  to  fix 
millions,  fix  hundred  forty-eight-thoufand,  kvtn 
hundred  fixty-two  pounds,  five  ihillings  and  one. 
penny  farthing. 

Secondly^  That  the  feveral  national  debts  (includ- 
ing the  debt  of  the  navy,  as  it  flood  on  the  3 1  ft  day 
o^ December  lyiy)  contracted  and  incurred  fincc  the 
25th  day  of  December  iyi6^  for  anfwering  and  de- 
fraying the  annual  charges  and  expehcesof  the  pub- 
lic, for  the  current  fervice  of  the  feveral  years  fince 
the  faid  25th  day  of  December  1716,  on  the  8th 
day  of  Af^rc/^  1727,  amount  to  the  fum  of  two 
millions,  fix  hundred  and  five  thoufand,  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  pounds,  fixteen  fhillings  and 
three  farthings. 

"Thirdly^  That  the  national  debt,  contracted  fincc 
the  25th  day  of  December  1 7 1 6,  for  or  in  refped  of 
the  fum  advanced  by  t\\QSouth'Sea  company,  purfu- 
anr  to  an  ad:  of  the  fifth  year  of  his  late  Majefty's 
reign,  for  the  liberty  of  increafingtheircapital  flock, 
being  fo  much  thereof  as  was  applied  to  the  Sinking 
fund,  doth  amount  to  the  fum  of  three  hundred 
twenty-eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  feventy-three 
pounds,  four  fhillings  and  ten  pence  halfpenny. 

Fourthly  J[^h7it  the  national  debt,  contraded  fince 
the  25th  day  of  December  1716,  for  making  good 
the  yearly  deficiencies  of  the  general  fund,  from  the 
eflablifhment  thereof,  to  and  for  the  year  ending  ac 
Michaelmas  1726,  the  furplus  whereof  is  applicable 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  feven 
hundred  and  three  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  forty 
pounds,  fix  fhillings  and  two  pence  halfpenny. 

Vol.  IX.  A  a  Oa 
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On  ^uefday  the  1 2th  of  March^Siv  Charles  Turner 
having  reported  the  abovementioned  four  refolutions, 
the  fame  occafioned  a  long  debate,which  was  chiefly 
managed  by  Mr.  Williara  Pulteney^  on  the  one  fide, 
and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  on  the  other. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  firfl  of  the  faid  re- 
folutions  being  read  a  fecond  time ;  and  a  motion 
being  made,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  That  the 
faid  refolution  be  re-committed,  it  pafTed  in  the  ne- 
gative :  After  which  the  faid  refolution  was  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe. 

The  fecond  of  the  faid  refolutions  being  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  a  motion  being  made,  and  the 
queftion  being  put.  That  the  faid  refolution  be  re- 
committed ?  It  pafTed  in  the  negative  :  Then  the 
faid  refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

The  third  of  the  faid  refolutions  being  read  a  fe- 
cond time,  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

The  laft  of  thefe  faid  refolutions  being  read  a  fe- 
cond time,  was,  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to  by 
the  houfe,  and  is  as  followeth^  viz, 

Refohed^Thsit  the  national  debt,  contracted  fmce 
the  25th  day  of  December  171 6,  for  making  good 
the  deficiencies  of  the  general  fund,  from  the  efta- 
blifhment  thereof,  to  and  for  the  year  ending  at  Mi- 
chaelmas 1726,  the  furplus  whereof  is  applicable  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  feven  hun- 
dred and  three  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  forty 
pounds,  fix  Ihillings  and  two  pence  halfpenny,  and 
that  by  virtue  of  two  adls  of  Parliament  of  the  fifdi 
year  of  his  late  Majefty,  farther  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  capital  ftock  of  the  South -Sea  company, 
for  making  good  feverai  dehcicncies  of  the  original 
and  additional  funds  of  the  faid  company,  fettled 
and  eftabiifned  before  the  25th  day  of  December 
1 71 6,  amounting  together  to  the  fum  of  two  hun- 
dred ninety  thoufand  and  twenty-eight  pounds,  nine- 
teen (hillings  and  eleven  halfpenny. 

The 
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The  courtiers  having  carried  their  point  fo  flir,  it 
was  nnoved,  and  refohed,  fiemhe  contradicente^Tlwt 
an  humble  reprefentation  be  made  to  hisMajefty  up- 
on the  faid  relblutions,  and  upon  the  debate  of  the 
houfe,  laying  before  hisMajeftya  particular  account 
of  the  national  debts  difcharged  and  incurred  fince 
the  twenty  fifth  day  of  December^  1716,  didinguifh- 
ed  under  their  proper  heads  and  fervices  -,  with  a  Hate 
of  the  finking  fund,  and  of  the  public  credit :  And 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  laid  re-^ 
prefentation,  to  whom  feveral  papers,  relating  to 
that  affair,  were  afterwards  referred. 

Sir  William  Yonge  reported  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  reprefentation  to  be  made 
to  his  Majefty,  upon  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe, 
the  twelfth  o^  March  laft,  and  upon  the  debate  of 
the  houfe,  laying  before  his  Majefty  a  particular 
account  of  the  national  debts  difcharged  and  incur- 
red fince  the  25th  dd.Y  o^  December  iyi6,  with  a 
flate  of  the  Jinking-fund,  and  of  the  public  credit  ; 
that  they  had  drawn  up  the  faid  reprefentaion, which 
he  reported  to  the  houfe,  and  delivered  it  in  at  the 
table,  where  the  fame  was  twice  read,  and,  (after  a 
debate)  with  fome  amendments,  agreed  unto  by  the 
houfe  :  Whereupon  it  was  refolved,  that  the  faid 
reprefentation  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  by  the 
whole  houfe. 

On  Tuefday  the  9th,  Mr.  I'reafurer  acquainted  the 
houfe,  that  his  Majefty  having  been  waited  upon 
hintibly  to  know  when  he  would  pleafe  to  be  attend- 
ed by  this  houfe,  his  Majefty  had  been  plcafed  to 
appoint  the  next  day,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  at 
his  palace.of  St.  Jameses.  Accordingly,  on  the  loth 
of  April,  the  Commons,  in  a  body,  waited  upon  his 
Majefty,  with  the  faid  humble  r^^r^/^;//^//<?/^,which, 
in  fubftance^  is  as  follows,  viz, 

A  a  2  Repre- 
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Reprefentaiion  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  the  King. 

«  T~T^  HAT   the  Commons  of  Great  Britain   in 
«     X     Parliament  afiembled,  having,  for  the  fake 

*  of  truth,  and  for  the  better  information  and  fatis- 
'  fadtion  of  all  hisMajefly's  good  people,  taken  in- 

*  to  their  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  national  debt, 

*  in  regard  to  what  debts  have  been  difcharged  and 
'  paid  off  fince  the  eftablilhment  of  t\\Q  finking  fund, 

*  and  what  new  debts  have  within   the  faid   time 

*  been  incurred  ;   beg  leave,  to  lay  the  fame  before 
'  his  Majefty. 

'  That  the  national  debt  of  this  kingdom,  con- 
'  tra6ted  incarrying  on  two  longand  expenfive  wars, 

*  before  the  happy  acccffion  of  his  Majefty 'slate  royal 

*  father  to  the  crown,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  the  laft 

*  confequence  to  the  nation,was  become  the  care  and 

*  concern  of  all  who  wifhed  well  to  our  prefent  and 

*  future  profperity.  This  produced  feveral  confide- 
'  rations  in  Parliament,  to  find  out  and  fettle  fome 

*  means  of  putting  this  great  debt  into  a  method  of 
'  being  gradually  reduced  and  diminifhed  ;  and  the 
*•  finking  fund  vjdiS  at  laft  happily  eftablifhdti  to  ge- 

*  neral  fatisfadion.  This  fund  became  immediately 

*  xht  favourite  article  in  all  Parliamentary  confide- 

*  rations  relating  to  the  public  revenues,  and  was  con- 
^  fidered  as  a  national  intcreft,  worthy  of  the  higheft 

*  regard  and  attention,  which  was  by  all  pofllble 

*  means  to  be  cherifi:ied  and  improved,  and  the  pro- 

*  duce  of  it  fet  apart,  and  kept  diftindl  from  all  other 
'  fervicesand  purpofes,and  was  appropriated  by Par- 

*  Xx^mtni^tofay  off  and  difcharge  national  debts  in^r- 
'  red  before  the  26th day  of  December,  1 7 1 6.    That 

*  hence  arofe  that  diftindlion  in  the  public  revenues 
'  which  has  ever  fince  been  fo  far  continued  and  kept 

*  up,  that  the  nation  has  fcemed  to  have  two  diffe- 

*  rent  inter cfis  -,  one  in  the  produce  of  thcy^;2^/;j!^///W, 

*  for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt-,  another,  in 

*  the  annual  fupplies  granted  to  the  crown,  for  car- 

'  rying 
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*  rying  on  the  current  fervicc  of  the  year,  but  that 

*  reveralcontroverfie5havin*^of  lute  years  been  ftart- 

*  ed  concerning  whdi  real  benefit  had  accrued  to  the 
'  nation  from  the  produce  and  appHcation  of />^^y?«/^- 

*  ing  fund^  if  confidered  and  compared  with  new 
'  debts  fuppofed  to  have  been  incurred  within  the 

*  fame  time ;  the  Commons,  truly  fenfible  of  the 
'  weight  of  this  national  debt,  a  burden  of  itfeJf  fuf- 
'  ficient  to  create  fome  uneafinefs  in  the  minds  of  tne 
'  people,  without  the  help  of  any  aggravations,  or 
'  mifreprefentations,  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent 
'  upon  them  fo  far  to  enter  into  the  confideration  of 
'  this  important  affair,  as  to  examine  and  ftate  how 

*  much  of  the  national  debt  incurred  before  the  twenty- 
'  ffth  of  December,  1716.  had  been  actually  paid  off 

*  or  dijcharged  ?  And  what  new  debts  had  been  really 
'  contracted  in  fupport  of  the  public^  and  in  carrying 

*  on  the  current  fer vice  of  the  fever al  years  ftnce  that 

*  time  ? 

*  That  it  is  well  known  with  what  content  and 

*  chearfulnefs  his  Majefty's  fubjedls  have  all  along 
'  paid  and  contributed  towards  the  annual  interefb  of 
'  this  national  debt^  incurred  in  fecuring  to  them  the 

*  ineftimable  bleflings of  hisMajefly's moft aufpicious 
'  reign,  and  theProteftant  fucceffion  in  his  illuftrious 

*  family,  and  in  defence  of  their  religion,  liberties 
^  and  properties,  which  they  thought  could  not  be 

*  purchafed  at  too  dear  a  rate  :  And  from  the  time 
'  they  had  the  comfort  of  having  ':i  Jinking  fund  ^  fet- 
'  tltd  and  eftablifhed,  that  gave  them  the  profpedl 
'  and  hopes  of  feeing  this  great  debt  gradually  redu- 
'  ced  and  difcharged-,  it  was  a  fatisfadion  that  ren- 
'  dered  the  burden  eafy  and  light,  and  the  people 
'  feemed  even  to  forget  the  great  expence  they  had 
'  been  at  :  Happy  in  the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of 

*  all  that  was  dear  and  valuable  to  them,  the  fruit  and 

*  return  of  fo  much  treafure  necefTarily  and  ufefully 

*  employed.  That  notwithflanding  this  flourifliing 
^  ilate  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  good  effeiSts  of 

A  a  3  '  this 
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«  this  happy  fituation,  there  were  not  wanting  thofe 
*•  who  attempted  to  difturb  the  quiet  and  fatisfa5lion. 

*  that  almoft  univerially  prevailed  in  the  minds  of 
'  the  people,  by  publifhing  and  promoting  with  the 
'  greateftinduftry  moft  notorious  mifreprefentations 

*  of  the  true  (late  of  our  debts,  and  of  the  provi- 
^  vifions  made  for  the  difcharge  of  them,  and  by  in* 
'  fufing  groundlefs  jealoufies  and  infinuations,  as  if 

*  the  produce  of  xht  Jinking  fund  had  been  but  little 
^  and  inconfiderablc,  or  thatby  wrong  and  imprudent 
«  meafuresy  had  (economy^  negle5l  or  mifmanagement^ 
'  unnecejjary  expences  had  been  made,  and  new  debts 

*  contracted,  that  not  only  equalled,  but  exceeded 
'  by  feveral  millions,  the  amount  of  the  old  debts 
^  that  had  been  difcharged. 

'  That  thefe  artful  infinuations  and  mifreprefenta- 
^  tions  ferved  to  a  double  purpofe,  to  make  their 
'  fellow  fubje6i:s  reftlefs  and  uneafy  under  their  pre- 
«  fent  difficulties,  by  perfuading  them  they  were  end- 
«  lefs  and  inextricable  5  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  ap- 
«  prehenfive  of  new  engagements,  that  they  might  be 

<  prepared,  rather  to  fuffer  all  forts  of  infults  and  in- 
^  juries,  than  by  endeavouring  to  dothemfelves  ju- 

*  ftice,  to  enter  into  new  expences,  every  where  re- 

<  prefented  as  deil:ru6live  and  intolerable.  That  this 

*  prevailing  mifchief  called  for  an  immediate  reme- 
^  dy,  and  made  itnecefTary  to  enter  into  a  ftriddif- 
'  quifition  of  the  truth  and  certainty  of  thefe  affairs, 

*  that  his  Majefly  might  be  truly  informed,  and  his 

*  faithful  and  well  afleded  fubje^ls  have  the  fatis- 
^  fa6lion  to  fee,   how  grofly  the  world  have  been 

*  impofed  upon,  by  thefe  groundlefs  mifreprefen- 
'  tations  •,  and  that  his  enemies  might  be  convin- 

*  ced,  that  the  weakh  and  power  of  Great  Britain 

*  are  not  io  exhaufted,  as  to  render  this  nation,  under 
'*  his  Majelly's  happy  government,  lefs  confiderable 

*  and  formidable  than  in  the  time  of  any  of  his 
«  royal  predeceifors. 

'That 
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'  That  the  Commons  obferved  that  what  gave  a- 

*  ny  foundation    for   the  belief  of  thefe  notorious 

*  falfehoods,    was  the  liberty   which  fome   mifin- 

*  formed  or  ill-defigning  perfons  had  taken,  from 
'  the  feveral  alterations  which  had  been  made  of 
'  late  years  in  xh^Jhape  or  denomination  of  ouc  pub - 

*  lick  debts y  to  make  and  publilli  imaginary  Hates 
'  of  the  whole  of  thofe  debts,  by  putting  fiditious 
'  values  upon  them  at  their  own  will  and  pleafure, 
'  and  from  thence  making  balances  that  might  ferve 
'  their  purpofe,  but  were  not  really  true.     But  the 

*  difficulties  of  making  up  this  account  in  that 
'  manner,  with  any  certainty,  made  them  carefully 
'  avoid  going  into  a  method  which  might  be  af- 
'  terwards    liable    to  cavil  and  difputes,    accord- 

*  ing  to  the  humour  and  caprice  of  the  private  o- 

*  pinion  of  every  man.  That  they  might  there- 
'  fore  avoid,    as  much  as  poflible,    any  doubt  or 

*  perplexity,  they  proceeded   to  ftate  the  truth  of 

*  this  fad:,    in  a  method  that  was  plain,    obvious, 

*  and  intelligible  to  the  meaneft  capacity,  and  took 
'  an  account  of  the  feveral  national  debts  incurred  be- 

*  fore  the  i^th  day  ^/December,  17 16,  which Jince 

*  that  time  had  been  actually  paid  off^  or  dif charged  ; 

*  and  alfo  an  account  of  the  federal  national  debts 

*  that  Jince  that  time  had  been  contra5ied  and  were 
^  Jiill  fubfifling  \  upon  comparing  of  which  toge- 

*  ther  it  would  appear,  whether  the  national  debt 

*  is,    fmce  the  eftablifhment  of  t\iQ  Jinking  fund ^ 

*  increafed  or  decreafed,  and  to  what  amount. 
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Having  gone  through  this  enquiry,  they  laid  be- 
fore his  Majefty  two  accounts,  the  firft  of  which 
is  as  followeth. 

An  account  of  fuch  national  debts  incurred  before  the 
25^;??  (?/ December,  1716.  as  have  been  fince  dif- 
charped^  viz. 


The   capital    fum   of 

lottery  annuities  e- 

ftablifhed  by  the  aft 

3    Geo.    I.     which 

creates  the  general 

fund^  and  the  fink-         /. 

ing  fund  was ——9534357 
Of  which    there  was 


13 


II; 


fubfcribed  into  S.S. 


flock 

The    remaider 
ofF  is  


paid 


-8329571   10  07 


Annuities  at  5  /.  per  c, 
redeemable  by  Pari, 
and  transfer rable  at 
the  bank  of  Eng- 
land., granted  by  an 
a^h  I  Geo.  I.  for — 
Of  which  there  was 
fubfcribed  into  5.5 
ftock    — 

The  remainder    paid 

off    is   ; ~ 

Other  annuities  of 
the  fame  kind  were 
granted,    the  fame 

year    for     • 

Of  which  there  was 
fubfcribed  into  5. 5. 
ftock 

The  remainder  paid 
^ff  is 

Annuities  at  4 1,  per  c. 
redeemable  by  Pari, 
and  transferrable  at 


910000  00  00 


706175  15  05 


169000  00  00 


137526  06  08 


Debts  difchargedy 


I.       s.     d. 
1204786  03  41 


^03824  00  00 


31473  13  4 


tb^ 
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Debts  dtfcharged. 
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the  bank  of  Eng- 
iandy  created  for 
tallies  of  Sol^  AS:  3.         /.       s.     d. 

Geo.  I.   for  947514  07  08 

Of  which  there   was 
fubfcribed  into  S.S, 


ftock 


748555   19  05 


The  remainder  paid 
ofFis- 

The  like  annuity- 
granted  by  fundry 
a<Ets  for  army  de- 
bentures certified 
before  the  21ft  of 
Mar.   1719,  for— .1603987  08  Oil 

Of  which  there  was 
fubfcribed  into  S.  S. 
ftock -1 210792  13  08 

The  remainder  paid 
off  is  '■ 


The  principal  fum  re- 
maining due  at 
Chrijimas  17 16,  on 
Lottery  17 13,  was  599210  00  00 

Of  which  there  was 
fubfcribed  into  S.S. 
ftock —  464990  00  00 

The  remainder  paid 
off  is  ■ 


The  like  on  lottery, 

Jnno^  1714— -18121000  00  00 
Of  which  there  was 

fubfcribed  into  5.5. 


/.       s.     d, 
198958  08  03 


393194  14  051 


ftock 


The    remainder  paid 
off  is "■ 


1403970  00  00 


The  Exchequer  orders 
for  army  deben- 
tures certified  fmce 
the  2ift  oi  March., 
17 19.  are  all  paid 
off,    being      ■    r   "' 


134220  00  00 


408130  00  00 


548939  12  o6i 


The 
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Debts  difcharged. 


The  deficiency  of  the      /.  j.    d, 

duty  on  hops.  An- 
no 17 1 1,  which  was 
direaed  by  a<a  of 
Parliament  to  be 
paid  ofF,  was- •        — — 

ThelikeofthejS". /«- 
dia  company's /««^ 
ftated  to  Chrijimasy 
17 16.  and  paid  out 
oi Jinking  fund,  was     ■'   ■  " 

The  three  per  cent, 
annuities  in  the 
million  lottery, 
which  were  return- 
ed as  cafli  into  the 
Excheq.  and  which 
were  by  an  a£i:,  13 
Geo,  I.  applied  to 
difcharge  Nevis  de- 
bentures, were-  — — 

The  principal  fum 
ilandingout  in  Ex- 
chequer bills  on  Dec. 
25,    1726,   was  —4561025  00  00 

Intereft  and  premium 
due  thereon--  35^59  ^5  7 


Total  debt  in  Exche- 

quer  \^i\\s ^ 459^134  15  7   ^ 

Of    which    two 

millions     were 

converted    into 

a    hank  annui- 
ty at  5  /.  per  c, 

by  the  A^    3 

Geo,    I.    fo  de-  /. 

dua  that  —  20000OQ 
And  towards  dif- 

charging        the 

reft    of     thefe 

bills,  500000/. 

was    raifed    by 

a  lottery,    An. 


I       s,     d. 
12480  09  01 


79339  17  05 


103272  10  00 


1719* 
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Debts  d'lf charge  (I ' 
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17 19,  a.ndch{jr- 
ged  on  the  Ag- 
gregate Fd.  of 
which  441700/. 
was  attcrward 
fubfcribed  in- 
to and  ftill  re- 
mains part  of 
S.  S.  ftockand 
the  remaining 
58300  /.  has 
been  fmce  paid 
ofF,    fo    dedua 

only 441700 

Total  of  thefe  deduc-        I,         s.     d. 

tions ■ 2441700  00  00 

The  rernainder   is  net 
debt  on  this  Head 

that  is  paid  off         .     1  

The  Duty  on  Coals  for 
building  of  Churches. 
^V.   granted    before 
17 16,      for     feveral 
terms  of  years,  to  ex- 
pire   at  Michaelmas^ 
\'jl'^^  and  the  whole 
produce  of  that  duty 
was  appropriated  for 
thofe  fervices  which 
may  be  eft i mated  as 
adebt,at  i7i6of,—   54OOOO  00  00 
Anno  1719,  360000/. 
was  granted  for  thefe 
fervices,   to  be  raifed 
on  a  fund  of  21000/. 
per  An,  for  32  years, 
in  lieu  of  the  provi- 
fion  by    the    former 
terms,    and  of  that 
360000  /.  there  re- 
mains   undifcharged 
but 


2154484  17 


5l 


193140  00  00 


The  remainder  may 
be  ejiimated  fo  much 
debt  difcharged     ■■' 


346860  00  00 


The. 
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Debts  difcharged^ 


The  debt  of  the  navy 

as  it  flood  on  the  31ft 

Deccmb.  I7i65deduc- 

ting  the  effects  in  the         /.       s. 

treafurer's  handsjwas  1043336  15 
I>edu£l  thereout    the 

fom    then    uniflued 

©ii  this   head  of  the 

fiipplies,   Jnnoiji6f 

afterwards    provided 

for  by  4  /.    per  Ceitt. 

annuities,  part  of  the 

tallies  of  Sol  fubfcril^- 

ed  into  and   ftill  re- 
maining   iti     South- 

S.ea  ftock — 


d. 
91 


The  remainder  is  the 
siet  debt  of  the  navy 
at    17 16.   

29925/.  4^.  id. per  An, 
ofthefhort//««z//>.  re- 
maining unfubfcribed 
into  South- fea  ftock, 
'grhich  being  valued 
at  14  years  purchafe, 
the  rate  at  which 
they  were  fubfcribed 
into  South-fea  ftock, 
A)^no  1720,  make  a 
cJeptat  1716.  o:'- 

Dedu6l  the  prefent  va- 
Ikic  of  thefe  annuitizes, 
in  w^hich  there  were 
B-ut  14  years  3  quar- 
ters to  come  to  Chr'iji- 
mas.,  1'J2J.  at  10 
years  purchafe. 

The  remainder  is  fo 
much  debt  difchar- 
ged. 


334239 


16 


418952    17    p2 


/.        s.      d. 
709096    19  08 


299252    00    10 


1x9700  16  04 


Total  debts  difcharged  6648762  05  oif 


?  The 
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*  The  Commons  obferve  fir[l,That  in  the  dating 
'  of  this  accoanr,  the  articles  ftatcd  therein  by  way 
'  of  eftimate,  are  the  intereft  and  premium  laid  to 
'  be  due  on  the  Exchequer  bills,  the  debt  for  the 
'  building  of  churches,  and  the  value  of  the  differ- 
'  ence  in  the  terms  for  the  fliort  annuities  •,  which 
'  articles  are  fo  fmall,  in  refpe(!:1  of  the  whole,  thac 

*  any  alteration  in  thofe  eili mated  values  would 
'  nuke  no  material  difference  in  the  real  increafe  or 

*  decreafe  of  the  whole  debt. 

*  Secondly^  That  all  the  articles  in  this  account  are 

*  ftated  as  the  debts  ftood  on  the  twenty- fifth  of 

*  December  1716,  except  the  firft  articles  of  the  loc- 

*  tery  annuities,  which  is  dated  at  the  fum  that  was 
'  n'lade  principal  at  Michaelmas^  ^1^1  •>  by  the  aft 

*  that  eftabliflied  the  general  fund,  and  the  finking 

*  fund,  from  which  time  only  the  finking  fund  com- 
'  menced,  for  v/hich  reafon,  no  credit  is  taken  in 
'  this  account  for  any  principal  money  paid  off  in 
'  part  of  the  four  lotteries,  comprehended  in  that 

*  fum,  between  Chriftmas^  1716,  and  Michaehncs^ 
'  1 7 17.  Nor  is  any  thing  charged  therein  for  the 
'  deficiencies  of  funds,  {landing  out  at  ChriftmaSy 
'  17 16,  and  unprovided  for,  although  the  deficien- 
'  cies  of  three  of  thofe  lottery  funds  only  amounted, 

*  at  Lady-day^  ^1^1 ->  to  above  two  hundred  and  fe- 

*  venty  thoufand  pounds  \  fo  that  notwithftanding 
<  upon  the  fubfcription  of  thof:j  lotteries  into  re- 
'  deemable  annuities,    one  quarter's    interefb  due 

*  thereon  between  Mtdfiimmer2iX\AMichaelmas^  ^y^Ji 

*  was  made  principal,  amounting  to  140884/.  6s. 

*  3  J.  I  ^.  or  thereabouts,  yet  the  fame  was  much 
'  fhort  of  the  deficiencies  then  incurred  on  thofe 
'  funds,  and  therefore  properly  charged  among  the 
'  debts  incurred  before  the  twenty-fifth  o^  December ^ 
*-  1716. 

'  And  they  farther  obferve  upon   the  article  of 
'  thediort  annuities  remaining  unfubfcribed,  which 

*  are 
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<  are  ftatedat  29925  /.  4  j.   i  <i.  per  Annum,  that 

*  it  appears  the  real  fum  did  amount  to  but  24335/. 
'  17  J.  per  Aunnm  ;  which  miftake  did  arife  by  a 
'  mif-recital  in  the  adl  of  the  fixth  year  of  his  Ma- 
'  jelly's  late  royal  father,  which  difference,  being 

*  valued  at  the  fame  rate  that  the  whole  annuities 

*  are  herein  valued  at,  makes  adifFerence  of  22357/. 

*  8  J.  A-d,   to  be  dedu6led  out  of  the  total  fum  of 

*  the  debts  difcharged.  The  next  account  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

An  account  of  national  debts  incurred  Jince  the  2^th  of 
December  1 7 1 6,  and  now  fuhfijiing. 

By  South'fea  ftock  for 
fo  much  of  the  mo- 
ney agreed  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  South' 
y^<2 company,  on  the 
fubfcription  of  the 
lottery,  1 710,  as  was 
recounted  or  deduct 
ed  by  them,purfuant 
tothea6l5  George  t, 
for  making  good  the 
deficiency  of  their 
original  and  addi- 
tional funds,  viz. 

For  the  deficiency  of 
their  original  fund 
for  two  quarters  en- 
ding at  Midfummer, 
17 19. 


/. 


s. 


Y ox  ditto ^  for  i  quarter 
at  Chrijimas^  17 19. 

For  the  deficiency  of 
their  additional  fund 
for  two  quarters  en- 
ding at  Midjummer, 


141547  19  Olf 

14846  18  08 


25831  04  10 


182226  02  07I 


By 
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By  fo  much  of  the  5/. 
per  Cent,  annuities, 
(created  by  virtue  of 
a  claufe  in  the  land- 
tax  a£t,  5  Geo.  I.  for 
replacing  to  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy 
the  fum  he  had  if- 
fucd  to  the  South-fea 
company  for  mak- 
ing good  the  defici- 
encyof  their  original 
fund  at  Midfum, 
17 18)  as  v^^as  fub- 
fcribed  intoS  ouih-fea 
ftock,  the  remain- 
der being  paidoiF — 

Total  debts  contracted 
for  making  good  the 
deficiences  of  the 
South-fea  compa- 
ny's funds 


DEBATES. 


367 


107802 


17 


O4I 


By  South-fea  ftock  for 
fo  much  of  the  mo- 
ney agreed  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  South- 
fea  company,  on  the 
fubfcription  of  lot- 
tery, 171O5  purfuant 
to  the  a6t  5  Geo.  I. 
as  was  paid  by  them 
into  the  Exchequer, 
and  applied  to  the 
fmking  fund ^- 

By  annuities  at  j\Lper 
Cent,  redeemable  by 
Parliam.  charged  on 
the  duty  on  wrought 
plate  by  the  ad  6 
Geo.  I. 


/.       s.     d, 
290029  00  00 


By  the  benefit  tickets  in 
lottery,  17 19, charg- 
ed on  the  duty  on 
coals5G^<?.  I,  for —  500000  00  00 


328673    4  loi 


312000  00  0« 


Of 


368  Parliamentary    A.1728. 

Of  which   there  has         /.       s.     d. 

been  paid  off ^5395  oo  oo 

The    remainder    was 

fubrcribedinto5(?«^^-  /,       s,     d, 

fea  Hock . :  434605  00  00 

By      Exchequer     bills 

ilandinoj     out    and 


charged  on  the  duty- 
en  victuallers  by  the 
a6l  12  Geo.  I.  — 


By  the  like  Exchequer 
bills  charged  on  fur- 
plus  of  coals  13 
Geo.  I. 


By  the  debt  of  the  na- 
vy as  it  ftood  on  the 

31ft    of  December, 

1727,  deducing  the 

efFeCts  then  ftated  to 

be   in  the   hands  of 

the  treafurers 1937023  04  09I 

,Dedu6l  the  fum  then 

uniflued  to  the  trea- 

furer  of  the  navy,  of 

the  fupplies,    j^nno 


486600  00  00 


338800  00  00 


1727: 


which    has 


been  fince  ifFued  to 

him — ' — — • — 

The  remainder  is  the 
net  debt  on  this  head  - 


199742  02  06 


Total  of  thefe  debts ■—  3927988     7 


1737281  02     3I 


If 


«  From  thefe  two  accounts,  they  prefume  moft 
humbly  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty,  That  the  fe- 
veral  national  debts  incurred  before  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  X)(?f^;;/^^r,  1 7 16,  which  have  been  fmce 
difcharged,  after  deducing  the  before-mentioned 
fum  of  22,357/.  S  s.  4.d.  do  amount  in  the  whole 
to  the  fum  of  fix  millions  fix  hundped  and  twenty- 
fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  four  pounds,  fixreen 
fhillings,  and  nine  pence  half-penny  :  And  that 
the  feveral  national  debts  incurred  fince  the  faid 

<  twenty- 


A.1728.        DEBATES.  369 

*  twenty-fifth  day  o^Deconher^  1 7 1^9  rind  now  fub- 
'  filling,  amount  together  to  the  fum  of  three  mil- 

*  lions  nine  hundred  twenty  leven  rhoufand  nine 

*  hundred eighty-eightpounds,  feven  fhilUngs,  ancj 

*  one  penny  three  farthings;  which  being  dedudcd 

*  outoftheamountof  thedebtsdifcharged,  thedifFc- 
'  rence  is  fo  much  real  decreafe  of  the  national  debt 
'  fince  the  twenty-fifth  djiy  o^ Dece77iber^  lyiC^ 
'  being  two  millions  fix  hundred  ninety-eight  thou- 

*  fan d  four  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds,  nine  (liil- 

*  lings,  and  feven  pence  three  farthings.     And  that 

*  the  ftate  of  the  new-  contraded  debts  may  appear 

*  in  a  true  light,    they  think  it  necefiary,    for  the 

*  better  information  of  his  Majefby,   to  diilinguifh 

*  them  under  theproper  heads  of  fervices,  for  which 

*  they  were  contra6led,  and  by  way  of  explanation  ^ 

*  to  obferve,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  new- 

*  con  traded  debt,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  703,740/. 
^  6  s.  2d.  2  q,  was  occafioned  by  the  annual  provi^ 

*  fions  made  by  Parliament  for  making  good  the 

*  yearly  deficiencies  of  the  general  fund,  to  and 

*  for  the  year  ending  at  Michaelmas ^   1726,   pur- 

*  fuant  to  the  diredlions  of  the  ad  eftablilhing  the 

*  general  fund,  the  furplus  whereof  compofes  pare 

*  of  the  finking  fund,  and  by  thefe  means  the  fink- 

*  ing  fund  has  received  annually  fome  proportion 

*  out  of  the  fupplies  of  the  year.    And  that  the  far- 

*  ther  fum  of  290,029  /.    has  been  raifed  by  new- 

*  traded  debts,  and  is  included  therein,  for  making 

*  good  at  feveral  times  the  cjeficiences  of  the  origi- 

*  nal  and  additional  funds  of  the  South-fca  compa- 

*  ny  •,    which  two  fums  amounting  together  to  the 

*  fum  of  993,766  L  6  s,    2  d.   2  q.    having  been 

*  applied  towards  making  good  deficiencies  of  the 

*  general  fund,  and  other  funds  eftablifhed  before 

*  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December  1 7 1 6,  ought  to 

*  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  national  debt  incurred 

*  fincethat  time.  As  likewife  the  fum  of  328,673  /- 

*  4  J.  10  d.  2  q.  another  part  of  the  faid  new-con-* 

Vol,  IX.  i  b  traded 
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tra(fi:cd  debts,  which  was  occafioned  by  flock  crea- 
ted for  fo  much  of  the  money  to  be  advanced  by 
the  Sotith-fea  company,  upon  the  enlargement  of 
their  capital  flock,  by  the  fubfcription  of  the 
tickets  in  the  lottery  Anno  1710,  purfuant  to  an 
adl  of  the  5th  George  I.  as  was  paid  into  the  Ex- 
chequer \  and  as  the  fame  was  applied  to  the  ufes 
of  the  finking  fund,  and  no  part  of  it  to  any  other 
public  fervices,  this  fum  ought  alfo  to  be  diflin- 
guifhed  from  the  refl  of  the  debts  contracted  fince 
the  eflablifhment  of  the  finking  fund  :  Which 
threefumsmakingtogetherthefum  of  1,322,442/. 
lis.  id.  and  being  dedudled  out  of  the  faid  fum 
of  3,927,988/.  7J.  id.  3^.  the  remaining  fum 
of  2,605,545/.  165.0^.3^.  is  the  whole  national 
debt  that  has  been  contraded,  for  anfwering  or 
defraying  the  annual  charges  andexpences  of  the 
public,  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  feveral  years 
fince  the  2  5th  day  of  December^  1 7 1 6,  including 
therein  the  whole  debt  of  the  navy,  as  it  flood  on 
the  3ifl  day  oi  Be  amber  1727. 
'  That  farther5to  obviate  any  objections  that  may 
be  made  to  the  Hating  of  the  account  of  the  na- 
tional debts,  contracted  and  incurredfince  the  25th 
of  Dece-mber  1716,  and  ftill  fubfifling,  it  is  proper 
to  obferve,  that  no  notice  is  taken  therein  of  thei 
debts  by  loans  or  Excheqiier  bills,  on  the  annual 
land-tax,  or  malt-duties  ;  becaufe,as  thofe  loans  or 
bills  are  weekly  difcharged  out  of  the  produce  of 
thofc  taxes,  and  as  often  as  any  deficiencies  happen 
thereon,  they,  as  well  as  the  deficiencies  of  grants, 
are  not  fuffered  to  remain  as  debts,  but  are  con- 
ilantly  from  year  to  year  difcharged,  by  being 
made  part  of  the  fupplies  granted  tor  the  current 
fervice  of  the  fubfequent  years  \  and  accordingly 
provifion  has  been  already  made  for  fuch  of  them 
as  can  be  any  ways  afcertained  out  of  the  fupplies 
for  the  fervice  ot  the  year  1728  j  therefore  they 
were  not  proper  to  be  brought  into  this  account. 

V  Having 
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'  Having  thus  humbly  reprefcntcd  to  his  Majefty 

*  the  true  ftate  ot  the  decrcale  of  the  national  debts 
'  fince  the   2/;th  of  December  1716,  and  the  efta- 

*  bliihment  of  the  finking  fund,  with  the  occafions 

*  and  fervices  for  which  the  feveral  new  debts  have 
'  been  incurred  ;  they  beg  leave  to  lay  before  his 
'  Majefty  the  circumftances  this  nation  was  in,  with 

*  regard  to  the  national  debt,  before   the  eftabliih- 

*  mentof  the  finking  fund,  and  what  happy  con- 

*  fequences  have  arifen  from  the  eftablifhment 
'  thereof. 

'  That  at  the  accefiion  of  his  Majefty *s  late  royal 

*  father  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  a  great  part 

*  of  the  public  debts  confiftedof  abfolute  annuities 

*  granted  for  very  long  terms  of  years,  which  were 

*  only  to  be  difcharged  by  the  wearing  out  of  thofe 

*  terms  ;  other  great  pares  thereof  were  the  capital 

*  ftocks  of  the  Bank^  the  South-fea^  and  India  com* 

*  panies,   at  very  high  intereft  ♦,  other  debts  were 

*  charged  upon  particular  funds  appropriated  to  pay 

*  ofFand  difchargethe  principal  monies  with  intereft 

*  at  very  high  rates^  in  courfe,  to  multitudes  of  peo- 
*ple  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  other  great  parts 

*  thereof  were  m  Ex  chequer  h'xWs^  circulated  and  ex:- 
<  changed  at  very  high  rates,  for  intereft,  premium^ 

*  and  charges  ;  and  the  debts  of  the  army,  which 
'  were  very  confiderable,  were  not  then  liquidated^ 

*  nor  had  any  provifion  at  all  then  been  made  for 
'  the  difcharge  of  them.     Befides  this,  the  funds 

*  themfelves  appropriated  for  thefe  debts  v/ere  moft 

*  of  them  deficient ;  fo  far  would  they  have  beea 

*  from  being  leflened  to  any  degree,that  new  burdens 

*  muft  have  been  laid  on  the  nation,  for  fecuring  the 

*  debts  unprovided  for.  That  foon  after  his  late 
«  Majefty 's  accefllon,  an  unnatural  rebellion  broke 

*  out,   during  which  not  only  all  thoughts  for  any 

*  method  for  the  more  fpeedy  payment  of  our  debts 
'  were  of  neceflity  fufpended,   but  new  and  heavy 

B  b  2  '  debts 
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*  debts  were  contracted  •,  and  in  the  year  171 5,  an" 

*  nuities  at  five  pounds  per  Cent,  redeemable  by 

*  Parliament,  were  fold  for  1,079,000/.  befides  a 

*  confiderable  addition  to  the  capital  flock  of  the 

*  Souih-fea  company.     But  no  fooner  was  that  re- 

*  bell  ion  defeated,  and  the  fears  of  the  people  re- 

*  moved,  but  the  Parliament  immediately  began  to 
'  fet  about  the  great  work  of  putting  the  national 

*  debt  in  a  method  of  being  fooner  discharged, with 

*  honour  and  juftice:  And   in   the  year  1717  the 

*  foundation  was  laid,  by  eftablilhing  the  finking 

*  fund,  the  eonfequences  and  advantages  whereof  will 

*  befl  appear  by  confidering  what  it  is,  and  by  what 

*  means  it  was  perfe(5led. 

*  That  the  only  methods  that  could  be  thought 

*  of  for  paying  off  the  national  debts,  muft  be, 

*  either  by  improving  and  augmenting  the  produce 

*  of  the  funds  already  fettled  for  the  payment  of  the 

*  principal  and  intereft  •,  or  by  granting  new  taxes 

*  and  impofitlons  upon  the  people  j  or  by  a  reduc- 

*  tion  of  the  intereft  made  payable  on  the  feveral 

*  debts :  And  as  the  firft  method  would  have  been 
'  found  not  fufficient  to  anfwer  this  defirable  end, 

*  and  the  fecond  would  have  been  very  grievous  and 

*  burthenfome  to  the  people  ;  the  principal  method 
'  that  was  then  thought  expedient,  and  moft  free 

*  from  objeftions,  was  to  reduce  the  high  intereft 

*  and  other  charges  payable  on  all  the  public  debts  ; 

*  but  as  great  part  of  thofe  debts  were  not  fubjed  to 

*  any  power  of  redemption,  and  as  none  of  them. 

*  were  redeemable,  but  on  payment  of  the  principal 

*  money,  it  manifeilly  appeared,  that  fuch  a  reduc^ 

*  tion  could  never  be  made,  without  the  voluntary 

*  confent  of  the  proprietors  of  fuch  as  were  irre- 

*  deemable,  or  a  legal  tender  to  the  others  of  their 
<  principal  money,  both  which  feemed,  at  that  time, 
<•  almoft  impradlicable  :  But  by  an  extraordinary 
'  zeal  and  application  to  the  public  fervice,  this  dif- 

'  faculty 
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*  ficulty  was  furmounted  with  rcfpc(51:  to  the  whole 

*  of  the  debts  tliat  were  then  redccin;ibJe,  by  pro- 
'  curing  not  only  the  voluntary  confentof"  the  South- 
^  fea  company  to  the  redudion  ot  the  intercll  on 

*  their  whole  capital  ftock,  then  confillingof  ten  mil- 

*  lions,  trom  61.  to  ^l.perCent.  and  of  the  Bank  to 
'  a  like  reduftion  on  an  annuity  then  payable  to  them» 

*  in  refpecl  of  a  fum  of  upwards  ot  1,775,000/. 

*  and  to  a  great  abatement  in  their  allowances  ior 
'  circulating  £;c(:/^^^/^^r  bills,  then  amounting  to  more 

*  than  4,500,000/.  at  an  annual  charge  of  above 
'  7/.  per  Cent.  But  alfo  by  engaging  thofe  corpo- 
'  rations  to  furnifh  fufRcient  fums  for  paying  the 

*  principal  money  to  fuch  of  the  proprietors  of  other 

*  redeemable  debts,  amounting  to  more  than  nine 
'  millions,  as  would  not  voluntarily  chufe  toaccepn 

*  an  intereft  at  5  /.  per  Cent,  for  the  future. 

'  That  this  provifion  being  made,  the  Adlpaffed 

*  for  eftablifhing  the  general  fund,    whereby  the 

*  proprietors  of  certain  debts  therein  mentioned,  all 

*  carrying  an  interefl  at  6  /.  per  Cent,  had  their 

*  free  eledion,  either  to  accept  an  interefl  at5  /.  per 

*  Cent,  per  Annum^  or  to  receive  theirprincipal  md- 

*  ney^  and  fo  general  was  the  fatisfadtion  of  all  the 

*  proprietors,  that  few  and  very  inconfiderable  fums 
'  were  demanded  to  be  paid  off  ,  but  the  principal 

*  fums  that  were  voluntarily  reduced  to  5  /.  per  Cent, 

*  amounted  to  9,392,311  /.  4  j.  2  ^.  2  q^.  or  there- 

*  abouts',  and  by  this  methodmore  than  25,800,000/. 

*  was  at  once  voluntarily  reduced  from  6/.  per  Cent, 

*  or  upwards,  to  5  /,  per  Cent,  which  was  an  annual 

*  faving  of  above  320,000/. 

*  That  by  the  fame  a(fl,  not  only  the  furplus  of 

*  this  general  fund,  but  the  furpluffes  of  feveral  other 
'  funds  were  appropriated  to  the  difcharge  of  na- 

*  tional  debts  contracted  before  the  ^c^xkioi'Decemhery 

*  1726  j    And  this  was  the  beginning  and  eftahlifn- 

*  ment  of  the  finking  fund.     Hiat  irom  this  happy 

*  event  arofe  fuchgeneral  fatisfadion  in  all  degrees  of 

B  b  3  *  people 


374  Parliamentary    A.1728. 

*  people,that  tho'  theintereft  of  the  publicdebts  was 
'  reduced,  and  the  proprietors  received  a  lefs  income 

*  from  them  than  before  ^  yet  their  fecurity  for  their 

*  capital  being  fo  much  mended,  the  rate  or  price 
^  for  the  purchafe  of  thefe  debts  foon  advanced  to 

*  a    much  higher  value  than  they  were   at  before 

*  the  redu6lion  ;    and  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that, 

*  in  procefs  of  time,    a   farther  redudion  might 

*  have  btftn  made,    by  the  fame  juft  and  honoura-* 

*  ble  methods,    without  any  extraordinary  advan-^ 

*  tages  to  be  granted  for  the  effedting  it. 

*  That  had  this  method  (begun  and  executed  fo 

*  fuccefsfully ,  and  with  fuch  fatisfadtion)  been  farther 

*  purfued  and  without  interruption,  the  dangerous 

*  and  mifchievous  part  of  the  late  South-fea  fcheme 
'  might  have  been  avoided,  and  yet  the  fartherre- 

*  dudtion  of  intereft  might  have  been  obtained,  and 

*  taken    place    much   fooner  than  it  has  done  by 

*  the  execution  of  that  fcheme.     But  that  now,  at 

*  length,  not  only  the  redu6lion  from  5/.  to  ^l.per 

*  centStxxhdi  by  the  South-fea  acl  has  taken  place,but 
'  a  voluntary  reduction  hath  alfo  baen  made  by  the 

*  bank  of  England^  from  5  /.  to  4/.  per  cent.  Intereft 

*  or  annuities  for  two  principal  fums  belonging  to 
'  them,     amounting    together    to    upwards    of 

*  3,775,000/.  And  by  thefe feveral  redudions,  afar- 

*  ther  addition  is  made  to  xk\t  finking  fund  of  more 
'  than  377,000/.  per  Annum  from  Midfummer  laft  .; 

*  that  by  all  thefe  means,  and  by  the  favings  of 
'  intereft  of  the  debts  that  have  been  already  dif- 

*  charged,  and  by  feveral  wife  provifions  for  the 
^  improvement  of  the  funds  themfelves,this7?;?/^/;;^ 

*  fund  is  rffen  to  and  may  be  reafonably  eftimated 

*  to  1,200,000/.  per  Annum  or  thereabouts,  and 

*  will  be  every  year  increafing  from  the  farther  fav- 

*  ings  of  the  intereft  of  the  remaining  debts,  from 

*  time  to  time,  as  they  Hiall  paid  be  off.  But  if  any 
^  thing  were  firther  neceflary  to  demonftrate  the 
\  immediate  and  certain  advantages  that  have  ac- 

'  crued 
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*  cruC'd  to  the  public,  from  the  methods  ufed  and  c- 

*  ilablilhed  to  dilchargc  thenation.il  debts,  it  is  llif- 

*  ficient  only  to  refledt,  that  the  intereft  ofthe  great- 

*  eft  part  ofthe  debt,being  now  adlually  reduced  from 

*  6  /.  to  4  /.  per  Cent,  makes  a  faving  of  one  third  of 
'  the  intereft  of  iuch  debt,  which  being  in  the  hands 
'  and  poffcflion  of  the  government,  and  applicable, 
'  fromtime  totime,  tothedifchargeof  theprincipal, 

*  makes  a  gain  and  profit  to  the  public  equal  to  the 

<  difcharge  of  one  third  of  fuch  principal.  And  if 

*  the  amount  of  the  produceof  the  finkinglund  did 
«  appear  originally  to  be  about  400,000 /./^^r  Annum 

*  only,  the  produce  of  the  laid  fund  being  now  raifed 
«  to  about  1, 2 00, 000 /./^r  Annum.,  theadditionalflim 

*  of  800,000/  ^^r  Annum  to  the  finking  l-und,'which 

<  isjull  fo  much  gained  by  the  public,  if  valued  at 
'•  25  years  purchafe,  at  which  rate  all  annuities  are 
'  now  curFcntly  fold,  makes  a  real  profit  to  the  pub- 
'  lie  amounting  to  twenty  millions. 

'  That  this  is  the  happy  ftate  of  the  finking  fund 

*  taken  feparately  and  by  itfelf  :  But  if  wecaft  our 

*  eyes  upon  the  ftate  of  our  public  credit  in  general,  it 
'  muft  beanadditionalfatistadlionto  us,  that  by  pre- 
'  fervingthe  public  faith  inviolable, by  thedifcharge 

*  of  the  old  Exchequer  bills,  and  the  redudion  of 
'  the  high  intereft  on  all   our  ftanding  debts,    the 

*  wliole  credit  that  is  taken  on  the  annual  funds  tor 

<  carrying  on  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  is,  and 

*  may  be  fupplied,  for  the  future,  at  3  /.  per  Cent,  or 
'  lefs,  for  intereft,  premium  and  charges,    by  Ex- 

*  chequer   bills  created  juft  as  the  occafions  of  the 

*  public  require,  withoutany  loans,  orbtingobliged 
'  to  any  perfons  for  monry  to  be  advanced  or  lent 
'  on  the  credit  of  diem  ;  and  fo  far  is  the  pubhc 
'  from  being  under  the  former  necefficies  of  allowing 
'  extravagant  intereft,  premiums,    or  difcounts  for 

*  any  money  they  want  \  that  the  only  conteil  now 
'  among  the  creditors  of  the  public  is,  that  every 

B  b  4  *  one 
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*  one  of  them  defires  to  be  the  laft  in  courfe  of  pay- 

*  menr. 

'  Permit  us  then,  (fay  they  in  the  conclufion)  moft 

*  gracious  Sovereign,  to  congratulate  your  Majelly 

*  on  the  comfortable  profped:  we  now  have  before 

*  us ;    if  notwithftanding  the  many  difficulties  this 

*  nation  has  laboured  under  fince  the  happy  accefiion 

*  of  your  Majefty's  late  royal  father  to  the  throne, 
^  notwithftanding  the   unnatural  rebellion  which 

*  foon  after  broke  out,  and  the  many  heinons  plots 

*  and  conspiracies  which  have  fince  been  formed 

*  and  carried  on,  for  overturning  the  religion  and 

*  liberties  of  our  country,  and  the  Proteftant  fuc- 
^  ccfTion  in  your  moft  illuftrious  family  ;  the  many 

*  difturbances  which  have  arifen,    and  the  uncer- 

*  tain  and  embroiled  condition  of  the  affairs  of  Eu- 

*  rofe^  not  a  little  fomented  and  encouraged  by  the 
^  falfe    intelligence,    and  malicious   infinuations, 

*  which  have  been  induftrioufly  fpread  abroad  by 

*  your  Majefty's  and  our  enemies,  of  the  uneafy 

*  and  perplexed  ftate  of  our  affairs  at  home,    as  if 

*  that  had  rendered  it  almoft  impoffible  for  this  na- 

*  tion  effedlually  to  exert  themfelves,  in  defence  of 

*  their  own  juft  rights  and  poffeffions,    and  for  e- 

*  ftablilhing  and  fecuring  the  public  peace  and  tran- 

*  quillity  ;  if  notwithftanding  thefe  and  many  other 
^  difficulties  which  we  laboured  under,  and  while 
^  the  Sinking  Fund  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  fo 
'  much  lefs  than  it  now  is,  we  have  been  able  to 
'  dimmiih.  the  national  debts  fomuch  already,  v/hat 
^  may  we  not  hope  for,  in  regard  to  a  fpeedy  and 
^  fenfible  difcharge  of  then^  for  the  future,  now  the 
^  Sinking  Fund  is  fo  greatly  incrcaied,  and  our  pub- 
'  lie  credit  in  fo  flourifhing  a  condition, 

*  The  finifliing  and  periectiiig  this  great  work 
^  feem^s  to  be  apCiuliar  glory  refrved  for  your  Ma^ 
*  J0y^^  r^/^7/.  From  your  known  goodnefs  and 
^  wifdbm.,  the  prefent  age  may  proniife  thcnifelye$ 
^  iliecertainandima-icducc  bandit  of  your  Majefty's 

'  par^ 
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*  particular  regard  to  the  public  credit,  and  your 

*  univerral  care  and  concern  for  the  cafe  and  happi- 

*  nefs  oi  your  people,  which  our  latcfl  poflcrity 

*  rnuft  remember  and  acknowledge  with  duty  and 

*  gratitude,' 

To  this  reprefentation,  the  King  was  pleafed  to  re- 
turn the  following  moft  gracious  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Cannot  hut  be  very  well  pleafed  with  this  reprefenta- 
tion^ which  muft  give  general  fatisfa5lion  to  all  my  Anfw!^!"^* 
people^  by  removing  thofe  groundlefs  jealoujies  and  ap- 
prehe^ftons  which  have  been  propagated  and  difperfed 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

ne  happy  effects  of  the  flourifhing  flate  of  the  public 
credit  are  too  fenfibly  felt  andfeen^  not  to  be  confeffed 
and  acknowledged  by  every  body. 

And  the  provifion  made  for  gradually  dif charging 
the  national  debt^  is  now  become  fo  certain  and  confix 
derable^  that  nothings  but  fome  unforefeen  events  can 
alter  or  diminifh  it :  Which  gives  us  the  fair  eft  pro fpe5t 
of  feeing  the  old  debts  difchargedy  without  any  necejfity 
of  incurring  new  ones. 

And  you  may  be  ajfured^  T^hat  it  fhall  be  my  parti- 
cular care  and  Jludy  to  maintain  and  preferve  the 
public  credit^  to  improve  the  Sinking  Fund^  and  to 
avoid  all  occajions  of  laying  any  new  burdens  upon  my 
people. 

On  MondaythQ  i6th,  feveral  papers  that  had  been 
called  for,  were  laid  before  the  Commons,  who  or- 
dered, ly?.  That  the  houfe  be  called  over  upon 
Thurfday  the  2d  day  o^ May  next.  2dly,  That  fuch 
members  as  fhould  not  then  attend  the  fervice  of  the 
houfe,  be  fent  for  in  cuflody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
attending  this  houfe.  Then  the  houfe  refumed  the 
adjourned  debate  upon  the  report  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  fearch  precedentSj  in  relation  to  a 

peti- 
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petitioner  claiming  a  feat  in  this  houfe  for  one  place, 
and  who  is  afterwards  elected  for  another  place,pend- 
ing  fuch  petition  •,  and  alfo  precedents  in  cafes  of  fiich 
eledion,  where  the  firfl  elcdlion  is  controverted, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  eledors. 

Upon  which  it  was  refolved,  That  a  perfon  peti- 
tioning, and  thereby  claiming  a  feat  in  this  houfe 
for  one  place,  is  capable  of  being  elected  and  return- 
ed for  another  place,  pending  fuch  petition. 

On  Monday  the  6th  of  May^  Sir  Paul  Methhen^ 
Treafurer  of  the  houfhold,  delivered  to  the  houfe  of 
Commons  a  meflage,  in  writing,  figned  by  his 
M^jefty,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  as  fol- 
lows, viz, 

GEORGE   R, 

Z-TIS  Majefty  being  under  fome  engagements^  enter- 
ed  into^  and  concerted^  with  the  advice  and  €t>n^ 
currence  of  the  laft  Parliament,,  for  fecuring  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  thi^  kingdom,^  and  for  reft  or  ing  and 
preferving  the  peace  of  Europe ;  and  having  been  ena- 
bled to  anfwer  and  defray  the  charges  and  expences 
thereof,,  as  far  as  they  have  hitherto  become  due  and 
payable^  and  there  being  ft  ill  wanting  a  fum  not  very 
€onfiderable^  to  perfect  and  fulfil  thefe  obligations^  re- 
lying upon  the  duty  and  affe^ion  of  his  Commons^ 
hopes  they  will  enable  him  to  dif charge  fuch  engage- 
ments^ as  ftill  remain  unfatisfied  upon  this  head  of 
fervice. 

Many  members  appeared  furprized  at  this  unex- 
peded  meflage;  but  the  confideration  of  it  was  put 
off  to  the  next  day. 

Then  the  houfe  took  into  confideration  his  Ma- 
jefly's  moll  gracious  meffage  of  the  day  before,  and 
after  a  long  debate,  in  which  warm  fpeeches  pafTed 
between  too  great  men,  it  was  at  laft  refolved,  by 
a  majority  of  237  voices  againft  10 1,  1/,  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  preknted  to  his  Majefty,  to  de- 
clare 
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clare  the  duty  and  fidelity  of  this  houfe  to*  his  Ma- 
jcfty,  and  the  intire  confidence  which  they  repofe 
in  hi^  royal  care  of  and  goodnefs  to  his  people;  and 
to  allure  his  Majcfty,  that  this  houfe  will  enable  his 
Majefly  to  anfwer  and  defray  the  charges  and  ex- 
pences  that  (till  remain  unfatistied,  of  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  and  concerted,  for  fecuring  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  reflor- 
ing  and  preferving  the  peace  of  £«r^/)^.  ^dly^  That 
the  faid  addrcfs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  by  the 
whole  houfe. 

The  next  day,  (May  8j>  the  Commons  prefented 
the  faid  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to 
return  the  following  mofl  gracious  anfwer,  -iv^;. 

Gentlemen, 

1  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  very  dutiful  andaffec-  The  Kmg^* 
tionate  addrefs  ;  and  you  may  be  afjured  that  the  ^"^"''^' 
confidence  you  repofe  in  me^  fJmll  be  employed  for  the 
public  good^  and  fupport  of  the  common  caufe. 

On  the  28th  of  May^  the  King  came  to  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  with  the  ufual  (late  and  folemnity,  and 
the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and  attending,  his 
Majefly  was  pleafed  to  give  the  royal  afTent  to  fe- 
veral  public  and  private  bills. 

After  which  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  make  the 
following  moil  gracious  fpcech  to  both  houfcs,  viz. 

My  herds  and  Gentlemen ,^ 

*  TT  H  E  difpatch  you  have  given  to  the  public  TheKing^s 
'     X    bufmefs,  and  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  fp^cc^^- 

«  make  it  proper  for  me  to  put  an  end  to  this  fcffioa 

*  of  Parliament. 

'  The  zeal  and  unanimity  which  you  havefhewn 

*  in  all  your  proceedings,  in  regard  to  the  true  intc- 
*>  reflof  your  country,  and  in  lupportof  thecommon 
'  caufe,  have  iully  anfwered  my  expcdations,  and 

'  will 
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*  will,  I  am   perfuaded,  give  general  fatlsfadlion 

*  here  at  home,  and  cannot  fail  of  having  their  due 

*  weight  and  influence  abroad. 

*  I  exped  very  foon  to  hear  that  the  congrefs  is 

*  opened.     The    preliminary  articles  having  laid 

<  fo  good  a  foundation  for  a  general  pacification,  I 
^  hope  all  parties  will  bring  with  them   fuch  fa- 

*  vourable  difpofitions,  for  finifhing  and  perfeding 

*  this  defirable  work,  that  we  fhall  foon  fee  a  happy 

<  conclufion  of  this  important  tranfaftion,  with  that 

*  fatisfadion  to  me  and  my  allies,  which  may  rea- 

*  fonably  be  expefted  from  the  juftice  of  our  caufe, 
^  and  the  mutual  confidence  which  is  eftablifhed 

*  among  us. 

Gentlemeyt  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  effe6lual  fup- 
«  plies  you  have  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year. 
'  The  prudent  application  you  have  made  of  the 

*  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  will  contribute  to 

*  the  fupportof  the  publiccredit,  and  the  power  you 

*  have  given  me  of  borrowing  five  hundred  thou- 

*  fand  pounds  for  thedifchargeofthe  feamen's  wages, 
«  will  meet  with  univcrfal  approbation. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  It  is  unneceiTary  for  me  to  recommend  in  any 

*  particular  manner  to  your  care,  the  prefervation 

*  of  the  public  peace  in  your  feveral  itations  and 

*  countries  :  Your  own  inclinations  will  naturally 

*  lead  you,  by  a  due  execution  of  the  laws,  and  a 

*  faithful  adminiftration   of  juftice,    to  promote, 

*  upon  all  occafions,  the  welfare  and  profperity  of 

*  my  people.' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  by  his  Majefty^s 
command,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  ^hurfday 
the  8th  day  of  Au^ufl  mxU 

S.ccnd 


A.  17^9-         DEBATES.  jgi 

Second  fcjjion  of  the  third  Septennial   Parlia- 
ment, 

^CARCE  ever  any  Parliament  met  at  a  more  criti- 
v3  cal  jundlure  than  this  fefllon.  Tha  Erinjh  nation 
had,  for  many  years  pafl-,  been  in  a  Hate  of  uncer- 
tainty i  I'carce  knowing  friends  from  foes,  or,  in- 
deed, whether  we  had  either.  The  Quadruple  al- 
liance, which  feemed  calculated  to  rectify  the  trea- 
ty of  Utrecht^  by  over-lhooting  the  mark,  had  a 
contrary  efFe6t  *,  for,  by  throwing  too  much  power 
into  the  Emperor's  fcale,  it  weighed  down  the  ba- 
lance of  Europe  on  his  fide.  On  the  other  hand, 
tho'  the  King  of  Spain  came,  or  rather  was  forced 
into  this  newfcheme,  yet  he  brought  both  his  old  and 
frelh  refentments  to  the  congrefsof  C^«/^r/7j;  which, 
with  much  difficulty,  was  fet  on  foot,  under  the  mif- 
matched  mediation  of  Great-Britain  and  France : 
And  being,  foon  after,  exafperated  by  a  perfonal 
affront  from  the  mofl  Chriftian  King,  who  fent  back 
into  Spain  the  Infanta^  to  whom  he  was,  in  the  mofl 
folemn  manner  betrothed,  and  yet  married  another 
Princefs  -,  he  rather  chofe  to  throw  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  a  generous  enemy,  than  to  depend  upon 
uncertain,  overbearing,  and  infulting  friends. 

This  produced  the  treaty  of  Vienna^  which,  in 
England^  being  highly  refented,  and  reprefented  as 
portentous  to  the  liberties  and  tranquillity  of  £ar(7/>f, 
and  threatning,  in  particular,  the  trade,  and  even 
the  fucceflion  of  Great-Britain^  begot  the  counter- 
treaty  of //^«5i;^r;  But  thefe  unnatural  conjundions 
having  no  real  cement,  and  being  moflly  made  up 
of  different,  if  not  inconfiflentinterefts,had  no  other 
effect,  than  to  encourage  tht  Spaniards  to  infift  on  a 
conditional  promife  for  the  reflitution  of  Gibraltar^ 
and  under  that  pretence,  to  lay  fiege  to  that  place,, 
and  to  commit  all  manner  of  hoftilities  and  depre- 
dations on  the  Britijh  colonies  and  merchant-fhips  in 

the 
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the  Wefl- Indies.  By  the  feafonable  fuccours  fent  to 
{Gibraltar ^xh^  indefatigable  vigilance  and  induftry  of 
riie  commanders  and  engineers,  the  unparallelled  re^ 
folution  and  valour  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  conftant 
afliftance  of  a  Britifh  fquadroDj  that  important  pof-^^ 
feflion  was  maintained,  againft  all  the  efforts  of  the 
flower  of  the  Spanifh  troops,  fupported  by  a  ftu^ 
pendous  artillery.  Bat  we  were  not  equally  luccefs- 
ful  in  America^  where  our  admirals  being,  in  fome 
meafure,  reflrained  and  ftinted  to  particular  fervices 
and  ftations,  could  but  faintly  and  occafionally  pro- 
ted  our  trade.  During  this  ftruggle,  our  allies 
looked  on,  if  not  altogether  unconcerned,  at  leaft 
unadive :  While  England^  in  this  doubtful  ftate  of 
wlr  or  peace,  lay  expofed  to  all  the  inlblts,  calami- 
ties and  expences  of  an  open  war.  When  the  Spa-^ 
niards  found  they  could  not  get  their  If^ eft -India 
treafure,  but  by  coming  to  fome  terms  with  Great-^ 
Britain^  who  ftill  kept  their  Flota  and  Galleons 
blocked  up,  they  at  laft  feemed  to  comply  with  the 
felicitations  of  France.,  under  whofe  mediation  the 
congrefs  of  Soijfons  was  formed ;  but  which,  towards 
the  end  of  the  laft  year,  produced  nothing  but  a  pro- 
jed:  of  a  truce,  or  (as  others  were  pleafed  to  call  it) 
a  provifional  treaty ;  to  which,  after  all,  the  court 
of  Spain^  now  fecure  of  their  long  expeded  riches^ 
fullenly  refufed  to  agree.  This  was  the  pofture  of 
public  affairs,  when  the  Britijh  Parliament  met  at 
PFeftminfter^  on  Tuefday  the  2 1  ft  of  January  1728-9. 

On  the  2ift  o^  January  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  being  met  at  Weftminfter^  according  to  their 
laft  prorogation,  the  King  came  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robes,  feated  on  the 
throne,  with  the  ufual  folemnity.  Sir  Charles  Dalton^ 
Gentleman-Ufher  of  the  Black-rod,  was  fent  with 
a  meffage  from  his  Majefty  to  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, commanding  their  attendance  in  the  houfe  of 
Peers  •,  and  the  Commons  being  come  thither,  hia 

Majefty, 
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Majefty  was  pkafcd  to  make  the  following  mod 
gracious  Tpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  Y  -^  ^  ienfiblc  you  are  met  together  in  expedla-  TheKins'i 

*  J[   tion  of  being  informed  of  the  prefent  fituation  ^^*^^^' 

*  of  public  affairs,  and  of  receiving  that  fatisfadlion 
«  which  the  expences  already  made,  and  the  appre- 

*  henfion  of  their  being  continued  for  fome  longer 
'  time,  make  it  juft  and  reafonable  for  you  to  de- 

*  fire. 

^  The  execution  of  the  preliminary  articles,  and 
*.  the  opening  the  congrefs  at  Soijfons^  laid  a  foun- 

*  dation  for  you  to  entertain  hopes  of  feeing,  very 

*  foon,  the  happy  fruits  and  effe(5ts  of  a  general  pa- 
'  cification. 

'  But  the  various  and  extenfive  views,  which  feH 

f  under  confideration,  in  fettling  and  reconciling 

^  the  different  interefts  and  pretenfions  of  fo  many 

^  different  Powers,  appeared  to  be  a  woric  of  fd 

'  much  time  and  difficulty,  that  the  projedt  of  a  pro- 

'  vifional  treaty  was  thought  of  as  a  proper  expe- 

*  dient;  which  being  concerted  and  negotiated  a- 

*  mong  the  minifters  of  the  principal  powers,  par- 
^  ties  to  the  treaties  of  Hanover  and  Vienna^'^z.s  ap- 

*  proved  of  by  me  and  my  allies,  not  without  rea- 
'  fonable  hopes  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Imperial 

*  court,  and  the  court  of  Madrid, 

'  But  no  definitive  anfwer  being  yet  returned  by 

*  either  of  them,  nor  the  projedof  the  proviiional 

*  treaty  either  accepted,  or  rejected,  the  flxte  of 
'  Europe  is  ftill  held  in  fufpence,  labouring  under 

*  difficulties,  that  unavoidably  attend  fuch  adoubt-' 
'  ful  and  undetermined  condition. 

'  It  is  with  no  fmall  concern,  that  I  am  again  ob- 

*  bliged  to  fpeakto  my  Parliament  in  this  flute  of  un- 
'  certainty,  nor  am  I  infenfible  of  the  burdens  which 
^  my  fubjedls  bear  -,  an^i  that  in  our  prefent  circum^ 

*  Ihmces  Icmc  may  be  induced  to  think,  thai  an  ac- 

^  tual 
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*  tual  war  is  preferable  to  fuch  a  doubtful  and  im- 

*  perfedt  peace.  But  as  the  exchange  is  very  eafy  to 

*  be  made  at  any  time,  and  as  I  am  confident  I  fhall 

*  not  be  thought  backward  in  doing  fnyfelf  and  the 

*  nation  jufticc,  when  a  proper  occafion  calls  upon 

*  me  for  it,  I  hope  you  will  believe,  that  a  juft  regard 

*  for  the  eafe  and  intereft  of  my  people  alone  pre- 

*  vailed  upon  me,  rather  to  fuffer  fome  temporary 

*  i neon veniencies, with  the  daily  profped  of  obtain- 

*  ing  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  than  too  precipi- 

*  tately  to  kindle  a  war  in  Europe^  and  to  plunge 

*  the  nation  into  ftill  greater  and  unknown  cxpences. 

*  But  how  difagreeable  foever  thefc  delays  may  be, 

*  nothing  is  more  unjuft  than  to  impute  them  to  the 

*  eonduft  of  me,  or  my  allies :  No  endeavours  indeed 

*  have  been  wanting  to  feparateand  diflblve  the  hap- 
'  py  union  that  is  eftablifhed  among  us  ;  but  long 

*  experience,  and  repeated  proofs  of  mutual  fidelity, 

*  have  fo  ftrengthened  and  cemented  this  alliance, 

*  founded  upon,  and  united  by  common  intereft, 

*  that  all  attempts  to  weaken  it,  or  to  create  jealou- 

*  fies  and  diffidence  among  us,  have  proved  as  vain 

*  and  fruitlefs,  as  the  infinuations  to  the  contrary 

*  are  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

'  It  will  neverthelefs  be  incumbent  upon  us  to  bring 

*  this  important  tranfa6fcion  to  a  fpeedy  and  certain 

*  decifion,  that  if  a  conclufion  can  be  put  to  it,  con- 

*  fiftent  with  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the 

*  rights,  privileges,  and  pofTefTions  of  Great  Bri- 

*  tain^  and  my  allies,  the  blefTings  of  peace  may  be 

*  diffufed  throughout  Europe,  and  my  kingdoms  a- 

*  gain  enjoy  the  happy  efFeds  of  a  fettled  tranquilli- 
'  ty  •,  or,  if  this  cannot  be  had,  that  the  allies  may 
*-  unite  with  vigour  and  refolution,  and  exert  them- 

*  felves  in  procuring  that  juftice,  and  fatisfadion, 

*  which  has  been  fo  long  delayed.  If  this  fhould  un- 
'  avoidably  be  the  cafe,  I  depend  upon  the  zeal  and 
'  affedion  of  this  Parliament, that  they  will  chearful* 
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'  ly  and  eifedlually  fupport  me  in  carrying  on  ajuH: 
'  and  ncceflary  war. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  Iwifhed  and  truly  hoped  to  have  feen  thepub- 
<  licexpencesleffcned  belore  this  time,  but  the  pre- 
'  fent  circumftances  of  affairs,  oblige  me  to  aflc  of 
'  you  fuch  fupplies  as  jfhall  be  necefTary  for  anfwer- 
'  ing  and  defraying  the  charge  and  fervice  of  the  en- 
'  fuing  year,  and  for  enabling  me,  as  events  may  re- 
'  quire,  to  ad:  with  vigour,  and  in  concert  with  my 

*  allies,  who  have  refolved  tomakethe  fimeprepa- 
'  rations,  and  to  keep  on  foot  all  their  extraordinary 
'  forces.  I  will  order  the  proper  eftimates  to  be  im- 
'  mediately  prepared  and  laid  before  you.  And  as 
'  the  produce  of  the  Sinking  fund  has  exceeded  our 
'  expedlations,  I  muft  recommend  it  to  your  care  to 
'  make  a  farther  application  of  it  to  its  proper  ufes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  It  cannot  be  expedted  that  Ifhould  enter  into  the 

*  feveral  caufes  and  motives,  which  may  have  occa- 
*•  fioned  the  prefent  delays  in  the  courts  of  Vienna 
^d.nd  Madrid i  but  if,  among  other  reafons,  hopes 
'  given  from  hence  of  creating  difcontents  anddivi- 
'  fions  among  my  fubjedls,  anda  profpedtof  feeing 
'  difficultiesarife  at  home,  have  greatly  encouraged 
'  them  in  their  dilatory  proceedings:  lamperfuaded, 

*  that  your  known afFedion  to  me,  and  ajuft  regard 

*  for  your  own  honour,  and  the  intereftand  fecurity 

*  of  the  nation,  willdetermineyoueffeclually  todif- 
'  courage  the  unnatural  and  injurious  pradices  of 
'  fome  few,  who  fuggeft  the  means  of  diftrefTing 
'  their  country,  and  afterwards  clamour  at  the  in- 
'  conveniencies  which  they  themfelves  have  occafi- 
«  oned.     It   is   more  than  probable,  that  foreign 

*  courts  will  wait  now  for  the  refult  of  your  deli- 
'  berations;  and  as  you  may  depend  upon  mycon- 

*  ftancy  andfteadinefs,  that  no  wicked  and  ground- 

VoL.  IX.  G  G  '  lefs 
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*  4^k  fuggeftions  or  infinuations  Ihall  make  mede- 

*  part  from  my  prefent  purpofes,  fo  I  intirely  rely 
'  upon  your  wifdom  and  unanimity,  to  convince 

*  the  world,  that  fuch  pernicious  defigns  and  in- 

*  trigues  ihall  not  alter  that  afreclion,  harmony, 

*  and  good  underfcanding,  which  has  hitherto  fub- 

*  fifted,  and  I  hope  will  always  fubfift  between  me 

*  and  my  Parliament.' 

The  King  being  withdrawn  from  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  their  Lordfhips  immediately  took  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  fpeech  into  confideration,  and  unanimoufly 
refolved  to  prefent  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma* 
jefty  5  which  being  the  fame  day  drawn  up  and  a- 
greed  to,  was  the  next  day,  by  the  whole  houfca 
pfefented  to  his  Majefly,  as  follows  : 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign, 
T'neiicufe    '  T  Xf  E    your  Majcfty^s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
cf^crds  a4-  ,     y  Y    fubjeas,  thc  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 

*  in  Parliament  afTembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  th« 
-*  humble  and  hearty  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  your 

*  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
'  and  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  the  fafe 

*  arrival  of  his  royal  highnefsthe  Prince  o^  Wales. 

*  This  happinefs  is  owing  to  your  Majefty's  pa-^ 

*  ternal  affeftion,  and  affords  the  higheft  and  moft 
'  peculiar  honour  to  this  houfe,  and  a  great  fatisfac- 

*  tion  to  all  good  fubjeds.  The  communicating  to 

*  us  the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs,  the  giving 

*  all  the  fatisfadioa  concerning  them  we  could  rea- 

*  fonabiy  defire,and  the  tenderconcern  your  Majefty 
'  is  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  the  fufpence  in  which  the 

*  aftairsof  Europe  are  ftill  held,  and  the  temporary 
'  inconveniencies  to  us,  which  of  necelTuy  muft  at- 

*  tend  it,  are  frefh  inftances  how  much  your  Majef- 
'  ty  has  at  heart  the  welfare  of  your  kingdoms. 

'  However  doubtful  the  event  of  the  prefent  ne- 
'  gotiatioiu  may  prove^  which  your  Majefty  has  la- 

*  boured 
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'  boured  with  To  much  prudciiCe,  in  concert  with 
'  your  allies,  to  bring  to  an  honourable  cpnclulion, 
'  we  muft  with  great  fatisfadion  obferve,  that  our 
'  prcfentftatcofuncertaintywillfoon  be  determined  J 

*  your  Majefty  having  been  pleafed  to  declare  your 

*  opinion,  in  concurrence  with  the  mod  ardent  de- 

*  fires  of  all  your  faithful  fubjeds,  that  it  is  neceffary 

*  to  infill  upon  a  fpeedy  and  certain  decifion  of  this 
'  important  tranfaftion.  This  is  a. meafure  now  be- 
'  come  eflential  to  the  intereft  of  our  country,  and 

*  will  convince  all  thofe  who  have  promoted  thefe 
'  delays,  or  have  had  the  high  prefumption  to  im- 

*  pure  them   to  your  Majeiry's  condudl,  that  the 

*  fcepter  of  Great  Britain  is  in  the  hands  of  a  Prince 

*  as  little  capable  of  being  amufcd  as  intimidated. 

<  We  are  fully  fenfible  that  a  generous  and  com* 

*  pafTionate  regard  for  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  your 
'  fubjedls,  could  alone  have  prevailed  upon  your 
«  Majefty  to  be  hitherto  patient  under  thefe  dilatory 
^  proceedings;  forifthisundeterminedftatehasbeen 

*  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of  your  kingdoms  ; 

*  and   if  it  has  laid  any  burden  on  your  people,  it 

*  muft  neceflarily  have  raifed  a  high  refentment  in 

*  your  Majefty,  the  guardian  and  father  of  them. 

*  But  if,  contrary  to  your  Majefty's  wji^es  and 

*  our  own,  that  juftice  and  fatisfadion,  fo  long  de- 

*  layed,  cannot  be  obtained  by  amicable  meafures; 

*  if  the  patience  of  your  Majefty  and  your  allies 

*  Ihould  be  abufed ;  and  if  the  only  way  to  peace 

*  fhould  be  by  an  appeal  to  Heaven  in  a  juft  and 

*  necefiliry  war,  we  ftiall  with  the  greateft  chear- 

*  fulnefs  and  zeal,  fupport  your  Majefty  in  the  pro- 
'  feeution  of  it,  and  enable  you  to  carry  it  on  with 
'  vigour,  in  conjundtion  with  your  allies  \  we  have 
'  this  comfort,  if  a  war  unavoidably  muft  happen, 

*  that  it  will  be  kindled  at  a  time,  when  the  repu- 
'  tation  of  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  cannot  futfer 

*  any  diminution. 

C  c  2  *  The 
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fiiThe  alliance  in  which  your  Majeily  is  engaged, 
'  being  founded  upon  common  intereftjand  (Irength- 
'  ened  with  repeated  marks  of  mutual  fidelity,  will^ 
'  we  hope,  effe6tually  defeat  the  wicked  defigns  of 
'  your  enemies,  who  by  falfe  and  malicious  infinua- 
'  tions  would  either  create  diffidence  among  the 
'  powers  fo  united,  or  miflead  your  own  fubjeds 

*  into  unjud:  opinions  of  the  condud  of  your  Ma- 
*■  jefty's  allies. 

'  It  appears  evident  to  us,that  nothing  could  more 
'  encourage  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid^  in 
'  their  prefent  delays^than  if  hopes  had  been  given 
'  from  hence,  of  creating  difcontents  and  divifions 
'  among  us,  and  of  a  profped  of  feeing  difficulties 
'  arife  at  home :  But  whatever  have  been  the  vari- 
^  ous  and  fecret  machinations  of  fome  few,  who 
'  through  envy  or  ambition  may  have  debafed  them- 
'  felves  fo  far,  as  to  a6t  in  concert  with  the  mean- 
'  eft  and  moft  treacherous  difturbers  of  the  ftate  ; 
'  we  hope  that  by  their  continual  difappointments 
'  in  their  pernicious  and  unnatural  defigns,  they 
'  will  themfelves  defpair  of  being  able  to  bring 

*  diftrefs  upon  their  country,  even  tho'  they  fhould 
'  by  artifice,  and   the   lenity  of  the  confcitution, 

*  almoft  daily  abufed,  efcape  the  infamous  punifh- 
'  ment  due  by  the  laws 'of  the  land  to  fuch  crimes. 
'  We  intireJy  depend  upon  your  Majefty's  conftan- 
'  cy  and  fteadinefs,   (virtues  ever  infeparable  from 

*  a  great  mind)  that  no  vv^icked  and  groundlefs  fug- 
'  geftions  or  infinuations  will  alter  your  prefenc 
'  purpofes,  or  induce  your  Majefty  to  give  ear  to 
«  fluctuating  counfels  ;  and  we  fhall  endeavour  to 
'  convince  the  world,  that  no  artful  defigns  or  in- 

*  trigues  fliail  change  that  afi^edlion  and  harmony, 

*  which    has  been,  and  we    are   confident,    ever 

*  will  fubfiif,  between  your  Majefty  and  your  Par- 
'  liament. 

Tq 
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To  this  Addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  following 
mod  gracious  Anlwcr. 

My  Lords, 
T  ^hank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs.     So  HisMaje- 
feafonahle  an  ipftance  of  your  confidence  in  me^  can-  *  ^  ^  *"  ^"' 
not  fail  of  producing  very  good  effetls  both  at  home 
and  abroad.     Tou  may  depend  upon  my  conflant  endea- 
"vours  to  promote  the  cafe  and  profperity  of  my  people., 
which  is  the  beft  return  I  can  jnake  for  your  zeal  and 
c.ffeSlion. 

The  day  before,  {January  2 1 ,)  the  Commons  be- 
ing returned  to  their  houfe,and  their  Speaker  having 
reported  his  Majefly's  fpeech   to   both  houfes.  Sir 
George  Oxenden  enlarged  on  the  feveral  heads  of  it, 
with  juft  commendations  on  his  Majefty's  royal  vir- 
tues, wifdom,  and  conduct,  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  negotiations  for  a  general  and  fpeedy  pacifica- 
tion *,  and  in  particular,  extolled  his  Majefty's  pa- 
ternal care  and  tender  regard  for  the  eafe  and  welfare 
of  his  people,  eminendy  confpicuous  in  his  modera- 
tion and  unwillingnefs  precipitately  to  kindle  a  war 
in  £z^r^^6',notwithll:anding  the  high  provocations  he 
had  received  from  the  Spa7iiards^  who  affaulted  him 
in  his  own  quarters,  and  rightful  pofTefTion,  the  im- 
portant town  of  Gibraltar.  Concluding  with  a  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks 
of  the  houfe,  for  his  mod  gracious  fpeech  ;  to  con- 
gratulate his  Majefty  upon  the  happy  arrival  of  his 
royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  •,  to  acknowledge 
his  Majefty's  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  in  avoiding  all 
difficukies  and  delays,  by  concerting  the  moft  expe- 
ditious methods  of  concluding,  with  honour  and  ju- 
ftice,  the  negotiations  depending  at  Soiffom :  To  ex- 
prefs  their  grateful  fenle  of  his  Majefty's  tender  re- 
gard for  the  eafe  and  intereft  of  his  people,   in  de- 
clining to  plunge  the  nation  into  greater  and  unknown 

C  c  3  expencess 
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expences,  as  long  as  there  is  a  profpe6t  of  obtaining 
a  fafe  and  honourable  peace :  To  afiure  his  Majefly, 
that  this  houfe,  fully  convinced,  that  his  Majefty's 
own  honour,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation,  are,  a- 
bove  all  things,  dear  and  precious  to  him,  intirely 
relies  upon  his  Majefty  to  do  himfelf  and  the  nation 
juftice,  aafoon  as  any  proper  occafion  fhall  call  upon 
him  for  it,  and  to  fecure  the  commerce  of  this  king- 
dom :  With  other  particulars  relating  to  the  feveral 
heads  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech.     Sir  George  Ox enden 
was  feconded  by  Walter  Chetwynd^  Efq-,  and  fup- 
ported    by   Edward  'Tbompfon^  Efq;    Sir  William 
Tonge^  and  feveral  other  gentlemen.     The  whole 
houfe  were  indeed,  unanimous  as  to  a  general  ad- 
drefs  of  rhanks  for  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  and  of  con- 
gratulation upon  his  royal  highnefs's  fafe  arrival. 
But  fome  gentlemen  did  not  think  this  a  proper 
time  to  enter  upon  the  particulars  of  the  fpeech, 
which  being  of  fohigh  and  important  a  nature,  re-^ 
quired  a  maturer  deliberation.  The  courtiers  infift- 
ing  on  the  motion,    the  other  fide  took  exception  at 
fome  expreftions  in  it,  particularly  at  the  words  to 
fecure  the  commerce^  inftead  of  which  they  thought  it 
more  proper  to  fay,  rejiore  the  commerce :  And  in  or^ 
der  to  fupportiheir  opinion,  took  notice  of  the  many 
and  great  lofles  fuftained  by  the  Britifb  merchants,by 
the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards^  both  in  Europe 
and  the  Weft-Indies  i  not  without  refleding  on  fome 
perfons,  for  not  giving  proper  orders  to  fecure  our 
trade,  to  rcprefs  thofe  infults,  and  to  make  reprifals, 
According  to  the  lav/  of  nations.    This  occafioned  a 
/        long  debate, which  chiefly  turned  upon  the  queftion, 
whether  the  word  fecure  fhould  ftand,   or  whether 
rf/?<?r^  fhould  be  inferted  inftead  of  it?   The  latter 
being  a  fide  v/ind  attack  upon  thofe  in  the  admini- 
ftration,  feveral  gentlemen  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  in 
their  vindication. 

One  of  the  forwardeft,  in  order  to  fupport  his 
^ffertions,  offered  to  produce  a  pamphlet,  lately 

pub-r 
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publifhecl,  to  juftify  the  condudl  of  Great  Britam^ 
particularly  with  relation  to  the  fuppofed  inaftivity 
of  our  fquadrons,  and  the  depredations  committed 
by  tht  Spaniards  ;  and,  with  that  view,  containing 
ab(lra(5l:s  of  the  inilrudions  given  to  admiral  Hcficrj 
and  the  other  commanders  of  the  Briti/Jj  fquadrons. 
This  gave  a  handle  to  Mr.  IVilliam  Pultcncy  to  ani- 
madvert upon,  and  explode  that  pamphlet,  as  made 
up  of  glaring  mifreprefentations  of  fa6ls,  incon- 
fiftencies  and  contradidions.  He  urged,  '  That 
'  tho*  the  author,  by  his  bold  launching  into  poli- 
'  tics,  his  pretending  to  be  let  into  the  deepeil  my- 
'  fteries  of  Hate,  and  his  publifhing  part  of  the  in- 
'  ilru6l:ions  given  to  our  admirals,  would  be  thought 
'  to  write  with  authority  :  Yet  it  Teemed  very  extra- 
'  ordinary,  and  highly  improbable,  that  an  oblcure 
'  and  namelefs  pamphleteer  fliould  be  favoured  with 

*  papers  of  fuch  importance  and  private  nature  v 
'  and  therefore  it  was  more  reafonable  to  believe, 
'  that  this  fcribbler  had  furreptitioufly  procured  thefe 
'  imperfeft  lights  and  lame  abftradls  from  fome  of 
'  the  under-clerks,  which  he  printed  with  his  crude 
'  and  indigefted  obfervations,  in  order  to  curry  fa- 
'  vour :  For  that  it  couid  not  be  fuppofed,  that  men 

*  of  fo  great  abilities,  as  they  who  are  at  the  head  of 

*  our  affairs,  fhould  not  know  the  difference  between 

*  the  Flotilla  and  Galleons^  or  that  they  failed  from 

*  two  ports,  at  a  very  great  diflance  from  each  other. 

This  was  backed  by  an  eminent  fea-officer,  a 
member  of  the  houfe,  who  faid,  '  He  would  not 
'  pretend  to  determine,  whether  thofe  fcraps  of  in- 

*  ftrudions  publifhed  in  the  pamphlet  in  queflion, 

*  were  genuine  or  forged  ;  but  this  he  would  ven- 

*  ture  to  aver,  that  there  were  in  them  fome  things 

*  fo  very  odd  and  inconfiftent,   as  gave  them  a  very 

*  fufpicious  afped;  or,  if  genuine,  rendered  them, 

*  in  fome  meafure,  impradicable. 

This  fmart  fkirmifh  occafioned  a  general  engage- 
ment of  the  beft  fpeakers,  both  of  the  court  and 

C  c  4  country 
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country  parties;  which,  tho' they  agreed  in  general, 
as  to  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  yet  differed  in  fome  par- 
ticulars. Among  the  reft.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll^  Ma- 
iler of  the  Rolls,  faid,  '  That  fince  the  courtiers  fo 
'  ftrenuoufly  infifted  on  the  word  fecure^  he  would 
'  readily  comply  with  them,  provided  a  fmall  ad- 
*  ditipn  was  made  to  the  addrefs,  to  put  them  in 
^  mind  of  fecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
■^  people.'  He  was  fupported  by  feveral  other  gen- 
tlemen of  the  long  robe,  who  were  anfwered  by 
the  courtiers ;  fo  that  many  notable  fpeeches  were 
made  on  both  fides. 


The  principal  interlocutors  in  this  debate,  were 
■the  following  gentlemen,  viz. 


On  the  Country  fide. 
Sir  JViUiam  Wyndham^ 
The  Right  Hon.  fFHliam 

Pulteney^  Efq-, 
Edivard  Vernon^  Efq; 
William  Shippen^  Efq; 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll. 
Thomas  Lutwyche,  Efq; 
Samuel  Sandys,  Efq; 
nomas  Winnij7gton,Efq\ 


On  the  Court  fide. 

Sir  George  Oxenden. 

Walter  Chetwynd,  Efq; 

Edward'Thompfon^  Efq; 

Sir  William  Tonge. 

The  Hon.  Geo.  Dodding- 
ton, 

Horatio  Walpole^  Efq; 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Finch^ 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Malpas, 

Charles  Talbot^  Efq;  Sol- 
licitor  General, 

Sir  William  Strickland., 

Sir  FaulMethuen., 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole. 

At  laft  thequeftion  being  called  for,  and  put, whe- 
ther the  -wovd-feaire  fhould  ftand  ^  It  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  by  a  majority  of  249  votes  againft 
37  ;  and  a  Committee  was  thereupon  appointed  to 

draw 
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draw  up  the  fiiid  addrefs.  It  is  obfcrvable,  that  his 
royal  highncfs  the  Prince  o^lVaks^  to  iatisfy  a  laud- 
able cunofity  of  being  acquainted  with  the  manner 
of  proceeding  in  the  houfe  of  Commons, was  prefent 
at  this  remarkable  debate  j  which  being  over,  the 
Lord  Harrington  moved,  '  That  a  meflage  be  fent 
'  to  his  royal  highnefs,  to  exprefs  the  fatisfadion 
'  and  great  joy  of  this  houfe,  at  his  royal  high- 
'  nefs's  fafe  and  happy  arrival  in  Great-Britainy 
^  &c.-  His  Lordfhip  was  feconded  by  the  honour- 
able Col.  Onjlow,  whereupon  the  faid  meflage  was 
unanimoufly  voted,  and  thefe  two  members,  with 
feveral  others,  were  ordered  to  attend  his  royal 
highnefs  with  it. 

The  next  day.  Sir  George  Oxenden  reported  the 
addrefs  drawn  up  by  the  committee,  of  which  he 
was  chairman  ;  which  addrefs,  with  an  amendment 
made  to  it,  being  agreed  to,  was  on  T'hurfday  the 
3d,  prefented,  by  the  whole  houfe,  to  his  Ma- 
jefly,  as  follows. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  f^^^^^ 
fubjefts,  the  Commons  o^  Great-Britain  in  addrefs  to 
'  Parliament  afiembled,  beg  leave  humbly  to  return  '^*^'"2' 
^  ourfmcereandunfeigned  thanks  for  your  Majefty's 

*  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

'  We  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  the  fafe 
'  arrival  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales^ 
'  fo  much  to  the  joy  and  fatisfadion  of  your  Ma- 

*  jefty  and  all  your  people. 

'  We  are  not  infenfible  of  the  various  and  exten- 
^  five  views,  which  muft  naturally  arife  in  fettling 
'  and  reconciling  the  different  interefts  and  preten- 
^  fions  of  fo  many  different  powers,  parties  to  the 
'  treaties  o{  Hanover  and  Vienna  \  and  we  acknow- 

*  ledge,  with  the  utmoft  gratitude,  your  Majefty's 
^^eatwifdom  and  prudence,  in  avoiding,  as  far  as 
^  was  poiTible,  all  occafions  of  difficulties,  and  de- 

*  laysj 
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*  lays,  by  concerting  the  moft  expeditious  methods 
<  of  concluding,  with  honour  and  juftice,  thenego- 

*  ciations  depending  at  Soijfons, 

'  We  have  the  happinefs  to  fee  your  Majefty  in- 

*  defatigable  in  the  purfuit  of  the  interefls  of  your 

*  people  ;  accommodating  and  compofing  the  pub- 

*  lie  differences,  declining  the  temptation  of  mili- 

*  tary  glory,  and  chufing  rather  to  fecure  your  fub- 

*  jedis  their  juft  rights  and  pofTeffions,  by  the  milder 
'  arts  of  moderation  and  forbearance,  than  to  plunge 

*  the  nation  unnecefTarilyinto  infinite  and  unknown 
^  expences. 

*  But  your  faithful  Commons  are  fo  fully  convin- 

*  ced,  that  your  own  honour,  and  the  honour  of 

*  your  kingdoms,  areconfiderationsfo  dear  to  your 

*  Majefty,  and  io  infeparablefrom  your  royal  mind, 
'  that  we  can, with  thegreateft  confidence  imagina- 

*  ble,  intirely  rely  upon  your  Majcfly's  undoubted 

*  valour  and  refolution  to  do  yourlelf  and  the  nation 

*  juflice,whenevera  proper  occafion  calls  upon  you 

*  for  iti  and  we  cannot  in  the  lead  doubt,  from 

*  your  Majefly's  conftant  and  due  regard  to  the 

*  rights,  privileges  and  interefls  of  your  people,  but 

*  that  your  princely  care  will  equally  extend  itfelf 

*  to  the  fecuring  our  commerce,  and  obtaining  a 

*  juft  fat  is  fa  «51:  ion  for  the  many  and  great  lolTes  fuf- 

*  tained  by  your  trading  fubjc6ls. 

*  The  mutual  harmony  and  fidelity,  fo  firmly 

*  eftablifhed  and  fubfiffing  between  your  Majefly 

*  and  your  allies,  cannot  fail  to  create  in  your  Com- 

*  mons  the  highefl  fatisfadion  >  and  it  is  with  plea- 

*  fure  we  obferve,  that  all  endeavours  and  attempts 

*  tofeparate  and  diffolve  this  happy  union,  of  fuch 

*  Gonfequence  to  your  kingdoms,  and  fo  efTential 

*  to  the   preferving  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 

*  Europe^  have  proved  vain  and  unfuccefsful. 

'  We  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Majefly,  that  we 
'  will  with  the  greatefl  chearfulnef%  raife  the  fcp- 
'  plies  neceflary  for  anfwering  and  defraying  the 

'  charges 
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*  charges  and  expences  of  the  cnfuing  year,  and 
'  will  not  fail  to  make  the  proper  difpofition  of  the 

*  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund.    And  if, 

*  after  all  your  Majefly's  unwearied  endeavours  to 

*  procure  a  fafe  and  honourable  ppace,  a  rupture 

*  fliould  become  unavoidably,  your  Majcfty  may 
'  depend  upon  the  zeal  and  affedion  of  this  houfe, 
'  effedually  to  fupport  your  Majcfty,  in  carrying 

*  on  a  juft  and  necefTary  war,  and  enable  you  to  adt 
^  with  vigour  in  conjundlion  with  your  allies,  as  fu- 

*  ture  events,  and  the  circumftances  of  public  af- 
^  fairs  may  require. 

'  And  as  nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to  your 
^  Majefty's  honour,  and  the  intereft  and  reputation 
'  of  your  people,  than  the  vile  and  deteftable  prac- 

*  tices  of  thofe,  who  by  giving  hopes  of  difcontents, 
^  divifions,  and  difficulties  rifing  here  at  home,  cn~ 
'  courage  the  dilatory  proceedings  that  havehither- 
^  to  retarded  the  conclufion  of  this  important  tranf- 

*  adtion  :  We  look  with  the  utmoft  abhorrence  upon 
'  the  authors  and  contrivers  of  fuch  bafe  and  unna- 

*  tural  artifices,  who  fuggeft  the  means  of  diftreffing 

*  their  country,  and  clamour  at  the  inconveniencies 

*  which  they  themfelves  have  occafioned.     This 

*  makes  it  highly  incumbent  upon  us  to  give  your 

*  Majefty  the  moft  unfeigned  affurance,  that  this 
'  houfe  will,  by  an  unftiaken  duty  and  afFedion  to 

*  your  Majefty,  and  by  a  fteady  perfeverance  in 

*  fupport  of  your  government,  convince  the  world, 
'  that  no  falfe  and  groundlefs  infinuations,  no  wick- 

*  ed  defigns  and  intrigues  whatfoever,  ftiall  be  able 
'  to  alter,  or  diminifti  that  harmony  and  goodun- 

*  derftanding  between  your  Majefty  and  your  Par- 
'  liament,  which  our  inclination,  duty  and  intereft 
^  call  upon  us  inviolably  to  prcfcrve. 


To 
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To  this  addrefs  the  King  returned  the  following 
anfvver  : 

Gentlemen, 
Tee  King's    J  'Thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and  affectionate  ad- 
ssifaer.  drefs^  and  for  the  affurances  you  have  given  me  of 

your  concurrence  andfupport  in  myprefcnt  engagements : 
Tou  Viiay  depend  upon  it^  that  the  honour  and  inter efi 
cf  my  people^  floall  be  my  principal  care  and  concern^ 
in  all  events, 

Jan.  31.  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the  refolu- 
tions  on  the  fupply  of  the  Wednefday  before,  which 
were  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  viz. 

1.  That  15000  men  be  employed  for  fea-fervice, 
for  the  year  1729,  reckoning  from  the  firfb  day  of 
January.,   }728. 

2.  That  four  pounds  per  man  per  month,  be  al- 
lowed for  maintaining  the  faid  15000  men,  for  thir- 
teen months,  including  the  ordnance  for-fea-fervice. 

3.  That  the  fum  of  206025 /.  10  J.  5  J.  be  grant- 
ed for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  (including  half-pay 
for  fea-officers)  for  the  year  1729. 

Reifons  for       Then  the  Commons  went  into  a  grand  Commit- 
*^^°ti™mg    |.gp^   j.^  confider  farther  oH  the  fupply,  particularly 
isumber'of    with  reldUon  to  the  land  forces.     A  motion  being 
fexces.         made  for  continuing  the  fame  number  of  men  for 
guards  and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain.,  as  were  pro- 
vided for  the  year  before,  amounting  to  near  twenty 
three  thoufand  men,  the  fame  was  ftrongly  opppfed 
by  feverni  gentlemen,  particularly  by  William  Pid- 
teney^  Efq-,  and  Mr.  Shippen^  who,  among  other  ar- 
guments, urged,  '  That  a  (landing  army  was  alto- 

*  gether  mconfiftentwith  cur  laws  and  conftitution  : 

*  That  there  is  no  inflance  of  any  regular  force  kept 
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'  in  England  in  time  of  peace,  before  the  unfortunate 
'  reign  of  King  Charles  I.     Tliat  the  armies  that 
'  were  raifed  in  former  days,  either  to  fupprefs  in- 
'  teftinc  commotions,   or  for  foreign  fervice,  were 
'always  dilbanded  immediately  after  thofe  occafions 
'  were  over.     That  the  army  in  King  Charles  the 
'  iirll's  time,  proved  no  lefs  flital  and  opprefTiveto 
'  the  Parliament  that  raifed  it,    than  to  the  King 
'  himfelf,  whofe  head  they  cut  off:    For  tho' they 
'  were  raifed  in  defence  of  liberty  -,  yet  they  ferved 
'  at  laft  to  fupport  an  ufurper,    and  to  eftabhfla  an 
'  arbitrary  military  government.     That  the  army 
*  Y^ingjames  II.   raifed,  was  the  primary  caufe  of 
'  his  misfortunes,  as  it  rouzcd  the  true  E^nglifi  fpirit, 
'  and  created  thofe  fears  and  jealoufies,    which  his 
'  fubfequcnt  ads  of  power  and  bigotry  made  after- 
'  wards  appear  to  be  but  too  well  grounded.  That 
'  the  nation  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  dangers  they  had      ^ 
'  efcaped,  by  the  feafonable  coming  over  of  adeli- 
-  verer,  that  one  fundamental  article,   for  the  efta- 
'  blifhment  of  our  liberties,  \nxht  hill  of  rights,  is, 
'  That  the  keeping  up  aftanding  army  in  times  of 
'  -peace^  is  contrary  to  law.   That,  accordingly,  after 
'  the  peace  o'i  Ryfwick,  the  greateit  part  of  the  army 
'  was  difbanded  •,    and  tho'  upon  the  juft  fear  of  a 
'  new  war,    the  Parliament   complimented   King 
'  William  with  an  eftablifhment  of  ten  thoufand 
'  men,  yet  the  fame  was  not  obtained  without  op- 
*  pofition  :  Many  honed  and  fober  men,  among  the 
'  warmeililicklersfor  the  revolution,  looking  upon 
'  it  as  an  encroachment  on  our  hberties,  and  being 
'  julfly  apprehenfive  it  would  prove  a  dangerous 
'•  precedent.     That  during  the  late  war,  our  land- 
'  forces,  together  with  thofe  in  our  pay,  amounted 
'  to  above  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  the  load  of 
'  which  flill  lies  heavy  upon  us  :  Bat  after  the  peace 
«  of  Utrecht,    there  was  a  general  reduction,  except 
'  about  twelve  thoufand  men.     That  upon  the  late 
'  Kind's  acceffion,  when  the  r^'bdiion  broke  out  in 
"^  '  Scotland 
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Scotland  and  England^  the  army  was  indeed,  aug- 
mented with  feveral  regiments,  and  other  additional 
troops  ;  but  thefe  were  again  reduced  not  long 
after.  That  in  the  year  1727,  upon  the  profpe6t 
of  the  great  dangers  that  were  apprehended  from 
the  treaty  of  Vienna^  an  augmentation  of  about 
eight  thoufand  men  was  moved  for  in  this  houfe  ; 
but  the  fame  was  warmly  oppofed ;  nor  was  it 
granted  but  upon  affurance  that  this  expence  fhould 
ceafe,  as  foon  as  the  extraordinary  occafion  that 
called  for  it,  was  over.  That  the  event  has  fhewn, 
that  mofl  of  thefe  dangers  were  ill  grounded  and 
chimerical,  the  court  of  Vienna  having  readily 
agreed  to  preliminaries,  that  have  been  looked 
upon  as  a  fufficient  foundation  for  a  general  paci- 
fication. That  at  the  folicitations  both  of  the 
Emperor  and  King  of  France^  the  King  of  Spain^ 
being  prevailed  upon  to  come  into  the  fame  mea- 
fures,  the  congrefsof  iJ^/^;/^  was  formed,  in  which, 
it  feems  a  provijional  treaty  has  been  negotiated^  a^ 
mong  the  minifters  of  the  principal  powers^  parties 
to  the  treaties  ^/Hanover  and  Vienna,  which  has 
been  approved  of  by  his  M.ajejly^  and  his  allies^  not 
without  reafonable  hopes  of  the  concurrence  of  the 
courts  ^/Vienna  and  Madrid.  That  therefore  this 
feemed  a  mcft  proper  time  to  retrench  our  annual 
expences,  and  by  ufing  the  mod  exad  oeconomy, 
fhew,  they  were  willing  to  eafe  the  nation  of  the 
immenfe  load  of  debt  that  lies  upon  it.  That  be- 
fides  the  prelent  eftablifliment  for  guards  and  gar- 
rifons  in  Great-Britain^  the  forces  in  Minorca^  Gi- 
braltar and  the  Wefi-Indies^  we  pay  for  12000 
Heffian  auxiliaries,  and  fubfiaies  to  the  King  of 
Sweden^  and  the  Duke  of  Wolf enbut tie  ^  and  fince, 
by  the  fituation  of  the  public  affairs,  it  was  appa- 
rent, that  thofe  extraordinary  expences  might, 
with  fafety,  be  IcfTened,  they  ought  to  begin  with 
reducing,  if  not  all,  an  leail  part  oi  the  additional 
forces  tnat  were  raifcd  two  years  before  ;  Conclu- 

.  '  ding 
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*  ding,  that  his  Majelly  was  intirely  pofrcfTcid  of  the 
'  hearts  ot"  his  people,  wherein  his  bed  fecurity  is : 
'  But  if  any  thing  could  leffen  their  ailedions  to  the 
'  prefent  happy  Icttlement,   and  make  i\\^  nation 

*  jealous  and  apprehenfive  of  dangers  to  our  excel- 

*  lent  conftitution,  it  would  be  to  fee  luch  numerous 

*  forces  kept   up,    while  there  was  no  manner  of 

*  bufmefs  for  them,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  general  by  the  cour-  Reafons 
tiers  •,  '  That  arguments  againfl:  ftanding  armies,  kcep'ing  up 

*  drawn  from  ancient  times,  were  foreign  and  un-  ^^'  {■•"^« 

*  conclufive,  fince,  in  thofe  days,  there  were  no  re- forces. 
'  gular  forces  kept  up  in  any  part  of  Europe:  Where- 

*  as,  at  prefent,  there  is  no  kingdom  norftate  with- 
'  out  them.    That  the  fuppofed  inconveniences  and 

*  dangers  from  ftanding  armies  ought  not  to  be  of 

*  any  weight,  flnce  mere  inflances  might  be  pro- 
'  duced  of  their  being  beneficial  than  of  their  being 
'  hurtful :  P'or  many  Irates,  and,  in  particular,  the 

*  republic  of  Holland^  owe  the  prefervation  of  their 

*  liberties  to  their  regular  troops  -,  and  others  have 

*  been  enflaved  by  incroaching  ambitious  neigh- 

*  bours  for  want  of  them.    That  the  body  of  forces 

*  now  on  the  eftablifliment,  tho'  larger  than  in  for- 

*  mer  times,  could  give  no  jealoufy  or  umbrage  to 

*  any  reafonable  Eyiglijljman  \  for  if  it  deferves  the 
'  name  of  an  army,  it  is  but  an  annual  and  parlia- 
'  mentary  army,  under  the  fevered  and  ftridiefl 
'  diicipline,  and  not  only  dependent  upon,  but  fub- 

*  fervient  and  ufeful  to  the  civil  powe,r  •,  and  there- 

*  fore  it  was  no  lefs  unj-jft  than  abfurd,  to  entertain 

*  and  infufe  apprehenilons  from  fuch  an  a^my, 
'  Then,  to  come  cloftr  to  the  cafe  before  them  \>  as 

*  long  as  the  main  reafons,  for  which  our  national 
'  forces  were  encrcafeJ,  lubOded,  fo  long,  in  pru- 

*  dence,  ought  that  addition  to  be  kept  up.    That 

*  the  public  affairs  have  now,  indeed,  a  fairer  afpcdt 
'  than  fome  years  ago,  yet  no  rcalonable  man  would 
'  have  the  army  reduced  before  a  peace  is  fully  con- 

'  eluded- 
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*  eluded.  That  a  provifional  treaty  for  that  pur- 
'  pofe  had  been  concerted  at  Soijfons^  and  approved 
'  of  by  his  Majefty  and  his  allies  :  But  as  this  pro- 

*  je6l  was  not  yet  accepted,  either  by  the  court  of 
'  Vienna  or  that  of  Madrid^  the  fate  of  Europe  was 
'  ilill  undetermined ;  and  therefore  to  reduce  our 

*  forces  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  uncertainty,  which,  of 
'  courfe,  implies  danger,  would  be  the  higheft  piece 
'  of  folly,  and  expofe  the  nation  to  frefh  infults  and 

'  *  depredations  from  the  Spaniards,^ 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  reafons  offered  by  the 
interlocutors  on  both  fides,  who  were,  moft  of  them, 
the  fame  that  fpoke  the  firtl  day  of  this  feffion  :  But, 
after  a  debate  of  above  fix  hours,  the  following  re- 
folutions  were  carried  without  dividing,  viz, 

jft^  That  the  number  of  effedlive  men  to  be  pro- 
vided for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain^  and 
for  Guernfey  and  Jerfey^  for  the  year  1729,  be  (in- 
cluding 2 1 15  invalids,  and  c^^c,  men,  which  the  fix 
independent  companies  confitl  of,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Highlands)  229^5  men,  commiflTion  and  non- 
commilTion  officers  included. 

2^/y,  That  the  fum  of  784,983  /.  12  s.  10  d.  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  fliid  22,255  elTedlive  "^c"?  ^<^^i'  guards,  garrifons 
and  other  his  Majefty 's  land  forces  in  Great  Britain^ 
Guernfey  and  Jerfey^  for  the  year  1729. 

'^dly^  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  160,357  /.  i  s. 
^  d.  i  be  granted  for  maintaining  his  Majefty's 
forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Minorca  and 
Gibraltar  \  and  for  provifions  for  the  garrifons  at 
Annapolis  Royal^  Placentia  and  Gibraltar-^  for  the 
year  1729, 

A,thly 
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4^thlyy  That  a  lum  not  exceeding  12, §00/.  be 
granted  upon  account,  for  out-pcnfioncrs  of  C/:'^^^?^^- 
Hofpitcil^  for  thje  year  1729. 

5//V7,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  20,739/.  4^-, 
7^.  £  be  granted  for  defraying  feveral  extraordinary 
cxpences  and  fervices  incurred,  and  not  provided  ior 
by  Parliament. 

6thly,  That  a  funl  not  exceeding  57,000/.  be 
granted  upon  account,  to  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jefby*s  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1729. 

ythly^  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  8521/.  2s.  id. I 
be  granted  for  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance 
for  land  fervice,  for  the  year  1729. 

^thly^  That  the  fum  of  8521/.  2$,  2d.  I  be 
granted  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  expence  of 
the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament. 

Thefe  refolutions  being,  on  Monday  the  3d  of 
February y  reported  by  Sir  Charles  Turner ^  v/ere  a- 
greed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Feb.  3.  Mv.Frecker,  from  theTreafury,  prefent- 
ed  to  the  houfe  an  account,  fliewing  how  the  money 
given  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1728,  had  been  dif- 
pofed  of,diftinguifhed  under  feveral  heads,  until  the 
3d  day  of  February  1 728,  and  the  parts  thereof  re- 
maining unfatisfied,  with  the  deficiency  thereupon. 
Then  Sir  George  Oxenden^  from  the  commiflioners  of 
the  navy,  laid  alfo  before  the  houfe,  an  account  of 
the  amount  of  the  interefl  money  which  has  been 
paid  for  navy  and  vidualling  bills,  from  the  25th 
day  of  December.,  1721,  to  the  25th  day  of  Dectm- 
her,  1728.  This  account  gave  occafion  to  an  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  to  take  notice,  that  notwith- 
Handing  the  good  Oeconomy  that  was  faid  to  be 
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ftablillied  in  the  management  of  the  revenues,  the 
public  debts  ftill  increafed  every  year  \  to  which  be- 
ing anfwered,  that  the  contrary  plainly  appeared, 
from  the  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  means 
whereof,  the  fupplies  for  this  year  would  be  raifed, 
without  laying  any  new  taxes  ,  it  was  thereupon 
moved,  That  this  houfe  will  raife  the  fupplies  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  current  fervice  of  this  year,  without 
creating  any  new  debt  upon  any  fund  whatfoever  : 
But  this  motion  tending  to  diftrefs  the  government, 
the  queftion  being  put  thereupon,  it  pafled  in  the 


negative. 


The  next  day  Feb.  4.  the  refolutions  on  ways  and 
means  being  reported,  and  agreed  to,  a  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in  thereupon  -,  after  which  it  was 
refolved  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  for  an  eftimate  of 
what  might  be  necefiliry  for  repairing  and  rebuild- 
ing his  Majefty 's  fliips  and  docks. 

On  the  5th  of  Fehniary^yix.Felham^  Secretary  an 
war,  prefented  to  the  Commons,  an  account  of  fub- 
fidies  payable  by  his  Majefty  to  the  King  of  Szvedefty 
and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwuk  Lunenburg  IV'olfenbut tie  \ 
and  a  bill  for  continuing  the  malt-tax  was  brought 
in,  and  read  the  firft  time  r  After  which  a  motion 
WMs  made,  and  the  queftion  put,  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefl;y5to  defire  that  this 
houfe  may  be  informed  what  demands  were  made  in 
behalf  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain^  to  hisMajefty 's 
allies,  for  fuccours  of  troops,  fhips,  or  money, which 
they  were  obliged  to  furnifh,  in  purfuance  of  trea- 
ties, during  the  late  hoftilities,  and  fiege  of  Gibral- 
tar^ and  in  what  manner  the  faid  demands  were 
comply'd  with  ;  or  v/hether  any  meafures  were  fet- 
tled and  concerted  between  the  crov/n  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  and  its  allies,  in  order  to  carry  on  a  general  and 
vigorous  war,  in  cafe  the  projed  of  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace,  under  confideration  during  the  fiege 
of  Gibraltar^  had  not  been  accepted  ;    But   after 

ibme 
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Ibme  debate  the  faid  quellion  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

On  the  7th,  Mr.  Pelbam  laid  before  the  houfe  a 
copy  of  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Ilejfian  forces  for 
the  year  1729  ;  and  feveral  other  accounts  were 
alfo  prefented  and  others  called  for. 

Then,  in  a  grand  committee,  the  Commons con- 
fidered  farther  of  the  fupply ;  particularly  with  re- 
lation to  the  Hejfian  troops,  and  the  fubfidier.  pay- 
able to  foreign  Princes.  Mr.  Pelham^  S'w  JVilliam 
Tonge^  and fomeothergentlemen, having fliewr^ the 
necefTity  of  making  good  his  Majefty's  engagements, 
which  the  Commons  had  made  their  ov/n,  byapipro- 
ving  them-,  Mr.  William  Pulteney  faid  thereupon, 
'  He  had  fo  great  regard  for  the  King's  honour,  that 
'  he  would  readily,  at  any  time,  give  his  vote  to 
'  enable  hisMajefly  to  anfwer  and  difchargchis  en- 
'  gagements;  but  that,  atthefametime,  out  of  regard 

*  to  their  country,  v/hom  they  reprefented,  and  w^ho 

*  laboured  under  a  heavy  load  of  debt  and  taxes,  he 
^  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them,  to  retrench 
'  all  fuperfluous  expences.  That  in  relation  to  the- 
'  demand  now  before  them,  he  would  not  enterupon 
*-  the  inquiry,  whether  fach  alatge  body  oxHeffian 
'  auxiliaries  was  necellary  at  a  time  of  perfedltran- 
'  quillity,  at  leait  of  madtion  :'  But  he  begged  leave 
toobferve,  '  Thatthe  Landgrave  of  i^^Z/d'C^^/ was 
'  ufed  to  keep  feven  thoufand  men  conltantly  in  his 
'  pay  ;  and  as  he  had  only  added  five  thoufand  men 

*  to  make  up  the  twelve  thoufiind,  v/hich  he  was 
'  to  furnifli  to  the  allies  of  Hanover^  it  fce.med  but 
'  reafonable  that  Great  ^rz/t?/;?  Ihouidpay  nomore 
«  than  for  thefe500oadditional  troops,  adding,  that 
'  the  fame  might  be  faid,  with  rcfpcCttotheDuke 
*"  oitVolfenhuttle^  who,  notvvithltaadingrhefubfidy 
'  he  receiv'd.from  Great" Brit ain^    maintained  no 

*  more  troops  than  he  did  before.'  Tliibfpcech  carry- 
inga  great  weight,  SxvRobertlValpolexXioughi  it" ijri- 
cumbent  on  him  toafwerit;  and  having  juitified  at 
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large  the  nieafures  that  had  been  taken,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the /]r^?;/^'[;^r  alliance:  he  laboured,  in 
particular,  to  jfhew  how  ufeful  this  body  of  12,000 
Heffians  had  been,  towards  preventing  the  kindling 
of  a  war,  for  which  the  court  o'i  Vienna^  with  ths 
afliflance  of  Spaniflo  fubfidies,  had  made  great  pre- 
parations, and,  in  order  thereto,  had  retained  troops 
of  three  electors,  befides  the  augmentation  of  its 
own  :  Adding,  that  for  his  part,  he  was  fully  con- 
vinced, that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Heffians^  the 
Emperor  would  not  have  come  into  the  prelimina- 
ries, and  other  pacific  meafures;  and  therefore  they 
ought  not  to  grudge  an  expence,  which  had  already 
proved  fo  beneficial  to  the  tranquillity  o^ Europe, 
TotKi^Six  J  of eph  Jekyl  and  Mr.  Stv]t2LntLutwyche^ 
replied.  That  whatever  glofs  might  be  put  upon  fuch 
meafures,  yet,  in  their  opinion,  they  were  repug- 
nant to  the  conilant  maxims,  by  which  England^  in 
former  times,  fleered  and  fquared  its  condud,  with 
relation  to  its  interdl  abroad:  That  when  our  glo- 
rious anceflors  had  any  quarrels  with  their  neigh- 
bours, they  bravel  y  fought  them  till  they  either  beat 
them  into  peace,  or  forced  them  to  buy  it;  of  which 
there  were  many  infbances  in  our  hiflory.  That 
our  navy  is  our  natural  fbrength;  and,  if  well  ma- 
naged, our  beft  defence  and  fecurity:  But  if,  in 
order  toavoidav/ar,  we  artfo  condelcending  andfo 
free-hearted  as  to  buy  and  maintain  the  forces  of 
foreign  Princes,  we  are  never  like  to  fee  an  end  of 
fuch  extravagant  expences. 

The  Attorney  and  Sollicitor  General  anfwered 
thefe  fpeeches  ;  and  other  members,  both  of  the 
court  and  country  parties,  having  engaged  in  this 
important  debate,  the  contention  was  warmly 
maintained  for  near  five  hours  ;  but  at  lafl,  by  a 
majority  of  256  voices  againft  91,  the  following 
rcfolutions  were  carried,  viz, 
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ly?.  That  the  fiini  of  241,259  /.  i  j.  3  d.  be  grant- 
ed to  his  Miijefty,     for  defraying   the  expence  of 
j2yOOoHe[fians^    taken  into  his  Majefty's  pay,  for 
the  year  1729. 

2dl)\  The  fum  of  50,000  /.  for  one  year's  fubfidy 
to  the  King  of  Sweden^  purfuant  to  a  treaty  da- 
ted the  i4di  Q^  March  ijiG-j, 

^dly^  The  fum  of  25,000  /.  for  one  year's  fubfidy 
to  the  Duke  of  Wolfcnhuttle^  purfuant  to  a  treaty 
dated  the  25th  of  November  1727. 

Thefe  refolutions  being  reported,  on  Monday  the 
loth  o{  February^  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  with- 
out dividing:  But,  in  order  to  gild  the  pill,  it  was 
moved,  and  refolved  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  That 
whenever  it  fhall  be  necefl-iry  to  take  any  foreign 
troops  into  his  fervice,  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  ufe  his  endeavours,  that  they  be  cloathcd  with 
the  manufadlures  of  Great  Britain. 

On  Friday  the  21ft,  three  petitions  of  themer- 
chants  trading  in  tobacco,  in  London,^  Brijiol  and  Li- 
werpooly  were  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  referred  to 
a  committee.  A  petition  of  divers  merchants,  and 
others  trading  to  and  interefted  in  the ^riti/h  planta- 
tions in  America^  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  many 
others,  was  alfo  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  read, 
complaining  of  great  interruptious,  for  feveral  years 
paft,  of  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  to  the  Britijh  co- 
lonies in  America^  by  the  Spaniards^  whofe  depreda- 
tions in  thofe  feas  endanger  the  intire  lofs  of  that  va- 
luable trade  \  and  the  petitioners  are  without  remedy, 
for  want  of  proper  powers  for  the  recovery  of  their 
lofTes  ;  and  that  the  Spaniards  treat  fuch  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubje6b,  as  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  in  a 
very  barbarous  and  cruel  manner  ;  and  praying  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe,  and  fuch  timely  remedy 
as  the  houfe  fliall  think  fit :  Which  petition,  after 
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fome  debate,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe.  Then  the  call  of  the  houfewas  ad- 
journed to  that  day  fortnight. 

On  the  28th  of  February^  the  Comm.ons  ordered 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,    to  lay 
before  the  houfe,  the  complaints  of  feveral  merchants 
touching  their  lofTes  in  the  Weft-Indies^  in  order  to 
be  laid  before  the  congrefs  of  Soijfons  ;  as  alfo  fuch 
accounts  as  they  had  received  relating  to  any  depre- 
dations made  by  the  Spaniards^  on  his  Majefly's  fub- 
je6ls  in  America.,  for  five  years  paft  ;  and  refolved 
to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  for  the  feveral  inftrudlions 
given  to  the  late   Admiral  Hojier^  or  to  any  other 
commander  in  chief  who  fjcceeded  him  in  the  Weft- 
Indies^  to  the  25th  day  of  March  1728.     As  alfo 
copies  of  all  the  letters,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
faid  inftrudlions,  written  by  Admiral  Hofier^  or  the 
commander  in  chief  who  fucceeded  him,  to  the  com- 
miffioners for  executing  the  office  of  Lord-High- Ad- 
miral of  Cr^^/ 5r//^f;7, and  to  his  Majefly's  principal 
fecretaries  of  (late,  from  the  firit  of  June  1726,  to 
the  25th  ofMarcbhi^^  and  likewife  copies  of  all  the 
letters  (fo  far  as  they  relate  alfo  to  the  faid  inftruc- 
tions)  written  by  the  faid  commiffioners,    or  their 
fecretary,    and  the  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  to 
any  of  the  faid  commanders,  within  the  faid  time: 
"Which  papers  his  Pvlajefly  commanded  to  be  laid 
before  the  houfe  accordingly. 

March  6,  a  bill  for  the  better  fuppreffing  of  pi- 
racy, and  forgivingall  prizes-taken  from  the  enemy 
to  the  captors,  was  read  the  firll,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  time,  Mr,  Cockburn^  from  the  Lord 
Commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  laid  before  the 
houfe,  copies  of  fuch  accounts  as  the  faid  commiffii- 
oners  had  received,  relating  to  any  depredations 
made  by  the  Spaniards  on  his  Majefly's  fubjedls  in 
America^  for  five  years  pafl,  contained  in  feventeen 
papers  :  And  Mr,  Treafurer  laid  alfo  before  the 
houfe  fifty-three  papers,  being  inllrudions  and  let- 
ters 
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ters  to,  and  accounts  and  letters  from  Vice-Admi- 
ral  Hofie7\  and  other  fea-commanders,  and  others  : 
Which  papers  were  referred  to  the  committee  ot  the 
whole  hourc,who  were  to  confider  of  the  complaints 
of  the  Britijlj  merchants  trading  to  America.  Then 
upon  the  report  of  the  petition  of  feveral  merchants 
and  traders  of  the  city  o^  London^  a  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  in,  for  the  better  regulation  and  go- 
vernment of  fuch  feamen  as  enter  into  the  fervice  of 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  this  kingdom  :  And 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  the  Commons 
entered  upon  the  confideration  of  the  feveral  peti- 
tions complaining  of  the  depredations  of  the  Spa- 
niards in  America  ;  heard  fome  of  the  petitioners  *, 
examined  feveral  witnefles  ;  and  adjourned  the  far- 
ther confideration  of  it  to  the  I'uefday  following, 
the  nth  o^  March. 

On  Friday^  March  7,  Mr.  Cockburn^  one  of  the 
Lords  Commiflloners  of  the  admiralty,  laid  before 
the  Commons,  copies  of  feveral  other  inftruflions 
given  to  Vice- Admiral  Hofier^  and  to  any  other 
commander  in  chief  who  fucceeded  him  in  xhtlVeft- 
Indies.,  and  of  fome  letters  relating  thereto,  contain- 
ed in  feven  papers. 

On  Monday  the  loth  o^  March ^  the  Commons 
refolved  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  for  copies  of  all 
memorials,  petitions,  and  representations  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, or  to  his  late  Majefty,  or  their  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate,  in  relation  to  Spaniffo  captures  of 
BritiJJj  (hips  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of  this  king- 
dom. 

The  next  day  the  commiftioners  of  trade  and  plan- 
tations were  ordered  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  copies  of 
fuch  reports  as  they  have  laid  before  his  Majefty, 
or  before  his  late  Majefty,  relating  to  the  rights  of 
the  {uh]tdisoi  Great' Britain.,  to  cut  logwood  in  the 
bay  of  Ca^npeachy.,  purfuant  to  which  order,  two  days 
2iittv  (March  ij.jMr.  Docminique,  p^efented  to  the 
houfe  a  copy  of  the  following  reprefentation. 

Dd  4  A 
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A  reprefentation  from  the  honourable  hoard  of  trade  to 
his  late  MajefiyKing  George  l.afjerting  and  proving 
the  right  of  the  fuhje^s  ^/Great-Britain,  to  cut  log- 
ivood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy. 

To  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majejly^ 

TH  E  Right  honourable  Paul  Methuen^  Efq; 
one  of  your  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
{late,  having  tranfmitted  to  us  on  the  1 5th  of  No» 
member  laft,  by  order  of  his  royal  highnefs,  a  letter  or 
memorial  he  had  received  from  the  Marquis  deMon^ 
teleone^  ambaffador  extraordinary  from  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  relating  to  the  trade  carried  on  in  tht^eji 
Indies^  and  tothe  fettlementmade  by  yourMajefly's 
fubjedts  on  the  ifland  of  I'rifty  and  on  or  near  the 
lake  or  marfh  de  Terminos^  in  the  province  of  Juca- 
tan  :  In  which  parts  he  reprefents,  '  That  they  em- 

*  ploy  themfelves  in  cutting  of  logwood,  or  (as  the 

*  Spaniards  call  it)  Campeachy  woody  and  that  the 

*  Spanijh  viceroy  and  governor  had  propofed  to  dif- 
'  lodge  them  from  thence,  but  that  his  faid  Catholic 

*  Majefty  would  not  fend  his  orders  before  he  had 

*  given  your  Majefty  notice  of  it,  not  doubting,  but 
'  that  according  to  all  the  treaties  of  peace,  and  par- 

*  ticularly  that  made  at  Utrecht ^  your  Majefty  would 
'  oblige  your  faid  fubjedls  to  leave  the  aforefaid  lake 
^  de  Terminosy  and  give  pofitive  orders  to  your  go^ 
'  vernors  at  Jamaica^  and  of  the  other  iQands,  not 

*  to  fuffer  the  leaft  trade  to  be  carried  on  for  Cajn- 

*  peachy  wood^  and  to  declare,  that  if,  in  the  fpace  of 
^  eight  months,  they  do  not  leave  the  faid  place, 

*  they  Ihall  be  looked  upon  and  ufed  as  pirates.' 

We  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  that 
altho'  we  did  humbly  propofe  fuch  methods  as  we 
efteemed  proper  and  neceffary  to  fupport  the  cutting 

of 
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of  logwood  in  the  JVeft  Indies^  when  the  faid  Mr. 
Methuen  was  on  departure  for  Madrid^  yet  on  this 
occafion  when  a  trade  of  fo  great  importance  to  our 
navigation  and  x.\\e,  American  colonies,  is  in  danger  of 
being  loft,we  have  again  carefully  perufed  the  books 
and  papers  in  our  office,  and  received  from  the  mer- 
chants and  others  the  fulleftinformation  we  can  hope 
to  obtain,  which  hath  taken  up  much  time;  and  we 
do  now  humbly  crave  leave  to  lay  before  your  Ma- 
jefly  the  pad  and  prefent  flate  of  this  trade,with  the 
arguments   that  formerly  engaged  your  Majefty's 
royal  predecefTors  to  proted  and  fupport  the  fame ; 
to  which  we  fhall  add  fome  obfervations,  and  the 
reafons  that  induce  us  to  conclude  your  Majefty's 
fubjedls   have  now  as  full  and  ample  right  to  this 
trade,  as  to  any  other  liberty  or  privilege  that  has 
been  allowed  by  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  enjoyed 
by  them,  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  whatfoever. 

In  the  firft  place,  therefore,  it  muft  be  obferved. 
That  logwood  is  one  of  the  products  of  the  province 
of  Jucatan,  which  extends  itfelf  into  the  north  fea, 
in  form  of  a  peninfula,  about  100  leagues  in  length. 
The  Spaniards  are  pofTeiTed  of  San  Francifco  de  Cam- 
peachy,  its  capital  town  and  port,  which  has  been 
thrice  taken  by  the  Engli/h^  and  befides  they  have 
two  other  inland  towns,  Meridia  and  Valladolid,  of 
no  great  importance,  having  few  inhabitants  \  bu|^ 
the  reft  of  the  province,  before  the  logwood  cut- 
ters were  fettled,  was  in  a  manner,  wholly  defolate 
and  uninhabited. 

Neverthelefs,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  Spa- 
niards had,  from  time  to  time,  cut  wood  in  feveral 
places  near  their  own  fettlements  ;  but  during  the 
hoftilities  that  were  committed  in  the  JVeft  Indie sht- 
fore  the  year  1667,  they  deferted  that  employment, 
being  frequently  interrupted  by  the  privateers,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  who  by  degrees  becoming  acquaint- 
ed with  the  coaft,  and  with  thofe  parts  Vv'h.cre  the 
wood  grew,  that  were  moft  remote  from  the  Spa- 
niards^ 
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fiiards^  they,  atlafl,  fell  into  the  trade,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  their  future  eftabl ifh men t. 

Their  firft  fettlements  were  near  to  cape  Catoche: 
but  upon  (if  ncr  before;  the  publication  of  the  treaty- 
concluded  at  Madrid  in  1667,  by  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich^ they  likewife fettled n ear .S^;;2<^-6'2^/;/^,  adjacent 
to  the  Laguna  de  Tcrminos^  and  to  'Trift  and  Beef 
illands,  which  being  the  moil  convenient  place  for 
cutting  of  wood,  and  a  tolerable  harbour  for  their 
fliips  and  vefTels^the  whole  trade  foon  centered  there. 
For  notwithftanding  the  aforefaid  treaty  was  princi- 
pally intended  to  fettleand  adjuft  our  commerce  with 
his  Catholic  Majefty's  dominions  in  Europe^  yet  '  a 
'  general,  firm  andperfed  amity,  confederation  and 

*  peace  being  thereby  agreed,  and  concluded  (as  in 
^  the  firft  article)  between  the  two  crowns,  to  be 
^  obferved  inviolably,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea  and 

*  freih  waters,  and  between  the  countries,  kingdoms, 

*  dominionsandterritories belonging  unto,  orunder 

*  the  obedience  of  either  of  them,  ^c.^  It  was  con- 
cluded, that  the  peace  extended  to  America-^s  well  as 
Europe  •,  whereupon  many  of  the  Britijh  privateers 
that  had  before  ufed  thofe  feas,to  the  great  interrup- 
tion of  commerce,  were  then  induced  to  quit  their 
former  courfe,  and  to  fettle  with  the  logwood  cut- 
ters in  the  Laguna  de  Tey-minos  ;  fo  that  in  the  year 
1669,  their  numbers  were  confiderably  increafed, 
and  great  quantities  of  wood  were  tranfported  both 
to  Jamaica  and  New  England, 

The  American  treaty  for  reftraining  depredations 
in  thofe  parts  being  afterwards  concluded  by  Sir 
V/illiam  Godclphin  in  July  1670,  added  to  their 
ftrength  by  encouraging  feverai  others  of  the  pri- 
vateers, or  feamen,  to  fall  in  with  this  employment 
of  cutting  wood,  to  which  it  was  now  generally 
fuppofed  they  had  a  right  by  the  faid  treaty. 

And  as  the  logwood  trade  v/asof  the  greateft  im- 
portance to  Jamaica^  on  the  loth  of  March ^  1671. 
Sir  Thomas  I.ynch^  then  governor  of  that  ifland,  not 

having 
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having  received  any  orders  how  to  govern  himfelf 
in  this  affair,  tranfmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  coun- 
cil the  reafons  that  induced  him  to  encourage  the 
fame  under  proper  regulations. 

i/,That  the  Englijh  had  done  fo  for  divers  years. 

2^/v,  It  was  in  defolate  and  uninhabited  places. 

3<i/y,  That  this  feems  a  poffefllon  granted  by  the 
American  treaty. 

4.thly^  It  ntight  give  a  right  to  feclude  the  Butch 
and  the  French^  if  we  fhould  break  with  Spain, 

c^thly^  The  Spaniards  had  not,  to  that  time,  made 
any  complaints  of  it. 

6thly,  This  employ  makes  the  reducing  of  the 
privateers  more  eafy.     And 

"jthly^  That  it  will  employ  100  fail  annually,  and 
bring  in  more  to  his  Majefty's  cuftoms  and  the  na- 
tion's trade,  than  any  colony  the  King  hath. 

While  thefe  arguments  were  under  confideration, 
the  Earl  of  Arlington  laid  before  the  Lords  of  the 
committee,  a  letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  the 
late  governor  of  Jamaica^  dated  the  i6th  o^  May 
1672.  wherein,  after  he  had  given  an  account  of  the 
great  extent  or  compafs  of  the  country,  in  which 
the  logwood  grows ;  how  meanly  the  Spani/Jj  towns, 
on  the  forefaid  trad  of  land  were  peopled  -,  and  of 
the  places  frequented  by  the  Englijh^  he  adds, 
■  That  they  have  ufed  this  trade  for  three  years  pafl, 
at  firft  finding  it  by  the  fea-fide,  but  afterwards  be- 
ing forced  to  go  four  or  five  miles  up  into  the  coun- 
try for  their  refrefhment,  they  had  planted  Indian 
provifions,  and  built  houfes  there  to  keep  themfelves 

and 
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and  their  provifions  from  the  fun  and  rain  •  That 
in  general,  they  had  affirmed  to  him,  never  to  have 
feen  any  Spaniards  or  other  perfon,  in  all  the  time  of 
their  working,  although  they  had  gone  fix  or  feveii 
miles  farther  into  the  country  to  kill  deer,  &c  This 
polTeffion,  he  fays,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  is  held  the 
flrongeft  that  can  be,  viz.  felling  of  wood,  buildino^ 
of  houfes,  and  clearing  and  planting  the  ground  ^ 
Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  to  confirm  what  he  had  before 
afferted  and  to  juftify  his  proceedings,  in  November 
1672,  fends  home  the  copies  of  feveral  depofitions 
he  had  taken  from  the  mafters  of  fhips,  and  others 
concerned  m  the  logwood  trade,  and  a  proclama- 
tion he  had  iffued  out  for  the  better  reo-ulation 
and  fecurity  thereof,  importing,  ^ 

That  whereas  he  was  informed,  by  the  oaths  of 
many  credible  witnelTes,  that  his  Majeily's  fubjeds 
have  ufed  to  hunt,   filh,  and  cut  wood  in  divers 
bays,  iHands,  and  parts  of  the  continent,  not  fre-^ 
quented  or  poffefTed  by  any  of  the  fubjeds  of  his 
Catholic  Majefly,  and  had,  for  fome  years,  peace- 
ably  done  the  fame  without  any  moleftation  ;  never- 
thelefs,  divers  vefTels  having  been  feized  at  anchor 
and  under  fail  by  fome  pirates  and  fugitives  of  this 
lOand,  and  being  in  danger  of  being  fo  furprized 
again,  therefore  he  orders  and  appoints  all  veflels 
failing  out  of  the  Port  Royal,  for  the  aforefaid  lawful 
employments,  to  go  out  together  in  fmall  fquftdrons, 
four  at  leaft  in  company,  and  to  give  bond  to  keep 
company  with,  and  to  obey  him,  whom  he  ihould 
make  Comm.ander  for  the  voyage,  and  their  mutual 
defence,  and  what  they  fhould  lawfully  do  in  their 
own  defence,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjeds,  their  Hiips  and  goods,  be  authorized 
and  warranted,  i^c. 

In  January  following,  the  Secretary  to  the  Lords 
of  the  committee  by  their  order,  advifes  the  faid  Sir 
Ihor.ms  Lynch,  That  he  had  acquainted  him  with 
their  Lordfhip's  plcafurc  fully,  concerning  cuttino- 

o'f 
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of  logwood,  and  that  they  did  altogether  allow  of 
thefame,  provided thofe rules wereobfervcd,  which 
they  had  formerly  direded,  and  which  were  agree- 
able to  what  the  faid  governor  himfelf  had  already- 
mentioned. 

This  allowance  of  carrying  on  the  trade  as  afore- 
faid,  gave  frelli  vigour  to  thofe  engaged  in  it,  tho* 
aboutl:his  time  the  Spaniards  began  to  interrupt 
them  in  the  profecution  thereof,  and  to  difpute 
their  right  to  that  liberty  they  had  fo  long  quietly 
enjoyed. 

For  we  mud  infifl:  on  it,  as  an  undoubted  and 
uncontefted  fa6t,  that  from  the  publication  of  the 
treaty  in  1 66y^  until  abouttwo  years  after  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  American  treaty,  the  logwood  cutters 
had  never  been  in  the  lead  diflurbed  or  molefled  t 
in  their  employment,  either  dire6lly  or  indiredly  ; 
nor  does  it  appear,  that  the  Spanijh  governors  to^k 
any  umbrage  at  it,  or  made  any  complaint  about 
it  j  much  lefs  did  they  pretend  to  an  exclufive  right, 
or  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  their  com- 
merce. 

Nay,  fo  far  were  they  from  exprefling  any  re- 
fentment  on  this  account,  or  making  it  a  pretence 
to  juftify  the  firfl  hoftilitiesthey  committed,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  treaties  both  of  1667  and  1670-,  that 
^N\\tnS\rThoma3Lynch^tnx.t6DQnFernandoFrancifco 
Befcavedo^  the  governor  of  St.  Francifcode  Compea- 
f>??y,todemandfatisfadion  for  two  £;/^/z77:>fhips  which 
hadlogwood  on  board,  and  were  taken  by  fome  5/?^- 
nijh  men  of  war  -,  in  his  anfwer  to  that  charge  on  the 
6th ofy^/?n7 1 67 2,  he  takes  nonoticeof  ourcutting 
logwood,  or  that  thofe  Ihips  had  any  on  board,  or 
that  we  had  fettled  on  the  Lngun a  deTerminos^  nor 
)iad  he  any  other  complaint  to  make  byway  of  reta- 
liation, fiive  that  ^uEngliJh  veflel  had  taken  a  Spani/h 
bark  at  the  Laguna  de  Terminos  bound  to  ^obafco^ 
which  is  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  the  faid  La- 
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guna  was,  at  that  time,  and  had  been  feveral  years, 
adually  in  our  pofTefTion. 

It  muft  likewife  be  farther  urged,  That  before  the 
Queen  regent  o^ Spain  had  publifhed  a  royal  Cedula^ 
bearing  date  the  iidioijune^  1672,  which  orders, 
'  That  fuch  as  fhould  make  invafion,  or  trade  with- 
*•  out  licence  in  the  pcrts  ofthe/;z^/>j,(liould  bepro- 

*  ceeded  again  ft  as  pirates,  ^c'  It  does  not  appear 
that  cutting  of  logwood  was  efteemed  by  the  Spa- 
niards to  be  an  invafion,  and  trading  without  li- 
cence ;  but  by  virtue  of  this  Cedula^  it  was  at  length 
carried  to  that  height,  that  if  our  fhips  had  but  a- 
ny  logwood  on  board,  they  were  confifcated  with- 
out remedy. 

m      Upon  this  fubjecft,  the  Earl  of  Arlington^  on  the 
19th  of  March  16^4.^  wrote  to  Sir  William  GodoU 
phiuy  then  ambaflador  at  Madrid^  as  follows : 
*  In  a  word,  his  Majefty  is  fo  fenfible  of  the  fuf- 

*  ferings  of  his  fubjedls  in  this  particular,  that  you 
'  muft  endeavour,  by  all  the  fkiil  you  have,  to  pro- 

*  cure  fome  liberty  for  the  cutting  of  logwood,  in 

*  thofe  remote  parts,  where  the  ^Sp^/^/^r^ij  have  none^ 
'  and  hisMajeily's  fubjecls  have  hadlongabodeand 

*  refidence  ;  and  the  rather,  for  that  we  find,  by  all 
'  the  replies  we  have  feen,  they  juftify  themfelves 

*  by  that  fingle  pointof  cutting  logwood,  nay,  even 
'  of  finding  it  on  board  our  veffels,  which  to  us 
'  appears  very  unreafonabie. 

And  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins^  the  judge  of  the  admiral- 
ty, in  his  report  to  his  late  Majefty  King  Charles  II. 
of  the  8th  of  Ocfober  i6y^^  intimated,   '  That  the 

*  American  treaty  does  require  a  farther  elucidation 
'  and  adjuftmenc   between   your  Majefty  and  the 

*  crown  oi  Spain  ;    for  it  appears  by  the  judgment 

*  of  the  Queen,  in  the  matter  of  Campeachy^  and 
'  by  their  Cedulas  Reales^  that  they  affix  a  new  in- 

*  terpretation  upon  that  treaty,  in  declaring  what 
'  lliall  be  private  or  not  private,  prize  or  not  prize, 

'  without 
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<  without  communicating,  it  fcems,  with  yoiirMa- 
'  jefty,  and  without  publication,  that  may  reach 
'  your  Majefty's  fubjcds,' 

Thus,  by  a  SpamfbAnto^  or  a  decree  of  that  court, 
which  was  inconlitknt  with,  and  made  {ex  pojlfatlo) 
after  the  ratifications  of  a  public  and  folemn  treaty, 
it  was  manifeftly  intended,  not  only  to  debar  the 
Britijh  fubjedls  of  that  liberty  they  enjoyed  before 
the  faid  treaty  was  made,  but  in  fome  meafure,  to 
deprive  them  of  the  common  right  of  all  nations  ; 
whereas,  if  your  Majefty's  fubjedls  did  adlually  hold 
and  poflefs  the  Laguna  de  Terminos^  and  the  parts 
adjacent,  at  the  time  of  the  conclufion  of  the  Ameri- 
can treaty,  as  hath  been  already  proved,  the  lad 
claufe  of  the  7th  article  will  determine  to  whom 
the  fame  belongs,  viz. 

'  Moreover,  'tis  agreed,  that  the  moftfereneKing 
'  of  Gr^^/-5nto;/,hisheirsandfuccefrors,fhall  have, 
'  hold,  and  keep,  and  always  poiTefs,  in  full  right  of 
'  fovereignty,  feiniory,  polTcfrion,  and  propriety, 
«  all  the  lands,  countries,  iflands,  colonies,  ana  other 
'  places,  be  they  what  they  v/ill,  lying  and  fituate 
'  in  the  Weft -Indies.,  or  in  any  part  o'i  America., 
'  which  the  faid  King  of  Great -Britain  and  his  fub- 
'  jedl,  now  hold  and  poflefs,  infomuch  they  neither 
'  can,  nor  ought  hereafter  to  be  contefted  or  cal- 

*  led  in  queftion  for  them,    upon  any  account,  or 

*  under  any  pretence  whatfoever. 

And  as  long  as  the  8th  article  of  the  fame  treaty 
fubfifts,  it  will  appear  very  extraordinary,  that  the 
Spaniards  fhould  pretend  to  any  dominion  or  power 
in  the  ports  or  havens  where  they  neither  had  fortifi- 
cations, nor  Magazines,  or  in  thofe  places  which 
were  not  poflefled  by  them,becaufe  thefedefcriptions 
are  undoubtedly  laid  down  by  the  treaty,  as  the  fole 
and  diifinguilhing  marks  of  the  fovereignty  of  the 
crown  of  ^pain  in  thofe  parts  and  places,which  only 
v/e  were  to  forbear  fliiling  to  and  trafficking  in, 

while 
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while  all  other  ports  and  places  were  left  open  and 
free. 

But  notwithftanding  the  faid  treaty  was  fo  ftrong 
in  our  favour,  the  Spaniards  having  thereby  com- 
paffed  the  two  main  ends  they  propofed  to  them- 
felves,  viz» 

1/,  The  fecuringtheit"/F^-/>^^/^  trade  to  them- 
felves,  by  excluding  us,  and  confequently  all  other 
nations,  from  trafficking  with  them  ;  a  point  which 
could  never  be  before  obtained,  tho'  it  was  ftrenuouf- 
ly  infilled  on,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  and 
afterwards  in  1630. 

idly^  The  difperfion  of  the  privateers,  who  had 
long  miferably  harrafTed  and  diftrefled  the  Spa- 
niards  fettlements,  and  notably  checked  the  increafe 
both  of  their  power  and  trade  in  thofe  parts,  but 
are  now  intirely  reduced,  by  the  great  care  of  the 
Englijh  governors,  and  by  their  entering  into  the  log- 
wood trade. 

Yet  the  only  advantages  Great-Britain  aimed  at 
by  the  treaty,  viz.  That  her  fubjeds  might  carry  on 
their  trade  without  interruption,  and  peaceably  en- 
joy thofe  places  they  then  held  and  pofTefTed,  were, 
in  a  great  meafure,  abfolutely  defeated. 

For,  after  the  publication  of  the  aforefaid  royal 
Cedula^  many  of  our  Ihips  were  made  prizes,  under 
that  pretence,  fometimes  by  Spaiiijh  men  of  war,  at 
other  times  by  £;j'^///7:?  pirates,  feduced  by  the  gover- 
nors into  the  fervice  of  Spain ^  and  afterwards  by  the 
Bifcayneers^  that  were  fenr  to  cruife  in  thofe  feas. 

And,  upon  the  fame  pretence,  in  April  1680,  fe- 
veral  fliips  under  the  command  of  Don  Philippo  de 
Varedda  Fillegas^  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Trift  and 
the  hagiinade  Terminos^  attacked  our  logwood-cut- 
ters, while  fcparated  from  one  another,  and  diflodged 
them  from  thence. 

More- 
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Moreover,  the  Spmiiflj  governors  encouraged  by 
this  fuccefs,  and  little  regarding  the  jult  riglu  ofyour 
Majefly,  or  your  fubjeds,  even  to  j)Iantations  ftilJ 
more  diltant  from  their  dominions,  did  loon  refolve 
upon  another  expedition,  and  in  1682,  furprized 
Nczu  Providence^  one  of  the  Bahama  iflands. 

Butthefe  places  were  again  foon  repeopled,  and 
the  trade  from  Triji  and  the  Laguna^  in  16S2,  was 
greater  than  ever. 

The  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  logwood  trade,  from 
about  the  year  1667,  to  the  year  1682,  being  thus 
flatedj  and  laid  before  your  Majefty,  wc  prefume  it 
would  be  too  tedious,  and  not  very  material  to  the 
point  in  queftion,  to  enter  into  the  particulars,  how, 
and  in  what  manner,  it  was  afterwards  conftantly  - 
carried  on  ;  and  how  it  has  been  from  time  to  time 
interrupted  and  fupported  until  the  year  1 7 1 3 ,  when 
the  adjuftment  and  fettlement  thereof  was  again  un- 
der confideration,  both  at  Madrid  and  Utrecht, 

But  fmcc  the  Spanijh  ambalTador  infifts  on  it,  that 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  made  at  Utrecht^  in  which  (he 
fays)  it  is  ftipulated,  '  That  the  lands  or  other  pla- 
<  ces  which  had  been  taken  in  the  Indies  during  the 

*  war,  fhould  be  evacuated  ♦,  your  Majefty  is  cn- 
'  gaged  to  oblige  your  fubjeds  who  are  come  to 

*  the  lake  de  Terminos^  to  leave  it  immediately.' 
We  moft  humbly  take  leave  to  reprefcnt  farther  to 
your  Majefty  : 

Thatif  his  excellency  would  hereby  infinuate,  that 
your  Majefty's  iubje^ts  ore  but  lately,  and  during 
the  war,  come  to  the  Lcguna  de  'lerminos^  that  is  a 
miftake  in  fad:,  for  it?ppcrars  by  the  forementioned 
depofitions,  fent  by  Sir  Ihomas  Lynch^  and  Sir  no- 
mas  Modyfcrd^  that  they  were  there  in  1669,  and 
for  fome  time,  or  years  before  ^  and  it  is  well  known 
to  the  Spaniardsy  that  they  have  been  ever  fmce 
poftefled  of  that  part  of  the  country,  except  for 
two  or  three  months  after  the  aforefaid  aftault  in 
1680. 

Vol.  IX.  E  e  Neither 
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Neither  will  what  thefaidambaiTador  aiGTerts  from 
the  treaty,  anfwer  the  end  for  which  it  was  produ- 
ced. 
T  By  the  8  th  article  it  is,  indeed,  agreed  by  his  Ca- 

tholic Majefty,  '  not  to  alienate  any  of  his  territo- 

*  ries  in  the  Weft-Indies^  to  the  French  or  any  other 
'  nation  •,  and  upon  this  condition  her  late  Majefty 

*  engages,  that  fhe  will  endeavour  and  give  aflif- 
'  tance  to  the  Spaniards^  that  the  ancient  limits  of 

*  their  dominions  in  America  be  reftored,  ^c.  If  it 

*  fhall  appear  that  they  have  in  any  manner  been 

*  broken  into,  and  lefTened  in  any  part,  fince  the 

*  death  of  King  Charles  II.'  But  to  argue  from 
hence,  that  the  Laguna  de  Terminos^  in  poffefTion  of 
the  Englijh  before  the  year  1 670,  muft  be  evacuated, 
when  this  treaty  has  only  reference  to  what  has  palled 
fince  the  demife  of  the  faid  King  Charles  II.  is  very 
extraordinary. 

But  if  the  ambafTador  refers  to  the  memorial  on 
the  affairs  of  commerce,  that  was  figned  at  Madrid 
the  1 3th  of  July  1 7 1 3,  but  the  Lord  Lexington^  and 
the  Marquis  de  Bedmar^  we  muft  confefs,  that  the 
article  relating  to  the  logwood  trade,  propofed 
therein  by  his  Lordfliip,  had  not  then  its  effed :  But 
we  are  aflured  it  was  from  thence,  among  other 
things,  referred  to  thedifcuftion  of  the  plenipotentia- 
ries at  Utrecht, 

What  pafTed  particularly  on  this  affair  at  Utrecht^ 
doth  not  appear  to  us  \  but  by  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce concluded  the  2  8th  oi November  following  (of 
which  the  faid  ambaffador  takes  no  notice  in  this 
memorial;  and  wherein  the  feveral  interefts  of  the 
two  crowns,  and  their  fubjeds,  with  refped:  to  com-  ^ 
merce,  were  more  particularly  under  conftderation, 
it  is  manifeft,  that  the  rights  and  liberties  infifted 
on  by  the  Britijh  fubjeds  in  the  Weft -Indies^  were 
adjufted  by  the  Lords  plenipotentiaries,  and  that  a 
claufc  in  the  treaty,  which  determines  this  conteft 
relating  to  the  cutting  of  logwood^  beyond  all  pof- 

fibility 
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fibility  of  difpute  for  the  future,  was  thenagreed 
upon  and  concluded  -,  it  being  cxpreQy  flipulated 
in  the  firfl  article  after  the  confirmation  and  rati- 
fication of  the  yf;«c'Wj;/  treaty  in  1670,  as  follows : 

'  Without  any  prejudice,  however,  to  any  liber- 

*  ty,  or  power,  which  the  fubie6ls  of  Great  Britain 

*  eiijoyed  before,  either  thro'  right,  fufFerance, 
'  or  indulgence-' 

If  therefore  this  comprehenfive  claufe,  (which 
relates  only  to  the  PFeJi  Indies)  confirms,  fecures, 
and  re-eflablifhes  thofe  liberties,  which  the  fub- 
jedls  of  Great  Britain  enjoyed  in  America  before 
the  treaty  in  1 670,   it  necelTarily  follows  : 

That  they  having  then  enjoyed  the  liberty  of 
cutting  logwood,  without  any  interruption  (as  hath 
been  fully  proved)  either  through  rights  fufferance^ 
or  indulgence^  they  are  again  intitled  by  this  treaty, 
to  the  fame  liberty,  in  as  plain  and  exprefs  words 
as  can  be  ufed  or  imagined. 

And  that  your  Majefty  may  be  more  fully  ap- 
prized of  the  importance  of  this  trade,  the  fame 
will  be  efFedually  demonftrated  by  the  following 
account  of  the  quantiti<:'s  of  logwood  imported  fmce 
the  war,  viz, 

T.  C.  Q^  lb. 

In  1713 2189  15     3     22 

1714 . 4878  14     3     24 

1715 ' S^^^  12     I      14 

1716 ————2032  17     2     05 


In  four  years,  Tons  14965     00     3     09 

That  is,  communihtts  annis^  tons  3741,  which  can 
not  be  computed  at  lefs  than  60,000  /,  per  annum, 
tho'thcprice  is  at  prcfent  reduced  from  40/.  to  16/. 

E  e  2  per 
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per  ton^    whereas,    before  your  Majefly's  fubjeds 
were  fettled  there,  it  was  worth  loo/.  the  ton. 

Nor  is  this  trade  lefs  neceflary  than  beneficial  to 
your  Majefty's  dominions,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
encouragement  it  gives  to  our  feamen  and  ihipping, 
which  at  all  times  requires  a  particular  attention, 
but  now  efpecially,  when  'tis  daily  obferved,  that 
very  many  Britiflo  mariners,  either  through  defe<5t 
of  the  laws,  for  want  of  employment  at  home,  or 
in  hopes  of  greater  advantage  abroad,  enter  them- 
felves  into  foreign  fervice. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  humbly  of 
opinion ; 

That  the  fubje6ls  of  this  your  Majefly's  king- 
dom, for  fome  years  before,  as  well  as  after  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  American  treaty  in  1670,  did  enjoy  an 
uninterrupted  liberty  of  cutting  logwood  in  the  La^ 
guna  de  T'erminos^  and  in  other  places  not  inhabited 
by  the  Spaniards  in  the  province  of  Jucatan^  either 
through  rights  fufferance^  or  indulgence. 

That  the  {2^\^  American  treaty  did  eftablifh  a  right 
in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Laguna  de  Ter- 
minos,  and  the  parts  adjacent ;  thofe  places,  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty,  and  for  fome  years  before,  being 
adlually  in  poffefTion  of  the  Britijh  fubjedts. 

That  the  royal  Cedula  iffaed  out  by  the  court  of 
Spain^  was  a  violation  of  the  aforefaid  treaty,  for- 
afmuch  as  the  carrying  on  the  trade  to  the  Laguna 
de  Terminos,  was  thereby  interpreted  an  invaiion, 
and  the  logwood -cutters  accounted  pirates. 

And  that  your  MLJcHy's  fubjeds  having  been  (at 
leaft)  fuffer'd  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  cutting  logwood 
as  aforefaid,  before  the  conclufion  of  the  American 
treaty  (altho'  your  Majefty  fliould  not  infifl  on  your 
faid  right  to  the  Laguna  de  'TerKiinos)  yet  that  the 
fame  liberty  is  abfolutely  granted  and  confirmed  by 
the  treaty  of  commerce  made  at  Utrecht. 

And  we  do  farther  think  it  our  duty  to  reprefent 
tg  your  Majefty,  that  altho'  the  laid  Spanifi)  ambaf- 

fador 
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fador  fcems  to  declare  in  his  memorial,  that  no  at- 
tempt fhould  be  made  to  diflcdge  your  rubjc(5ls  fet- 
tled on  the  Lciguna  de  1^'enninos^  in  a  lefs  time  than 
eight  months  from  the  date  of  his  faid  memorial  -, 
yet  they  were  diflodged  and  taken  prifoners  in  the 
fame  month  the  memorial  was  delivered,  as  appears 
by  feveral  affidavits  fent  to  this  board  by  general 
Hamilton^  your  Majefty's  governor  of  the  Leeward 
iflands. 

All  which  is  mofl  humbly  fubmmitted. 

Signed,         Suffolk, 
Whitehall,  Sept.  J.  Chetwynd, 

25th5   1 7 17.  Charles  Cooke, 

J.  Molefworth^ 
D.  Pulteney , 
M.  Bladen, 

The  fame  day,  (March  11.)  It  was  moved,  and 
thereupon  refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  hisMajefty,  '  That  he  would  be  gracloufly 

*  pleafed  to  dired  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before 

*  this  houfe,  a  particular  and  diftincl  account  of  the 

*  diftribution  of  the  fum  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds, 

*  which  is  an  account  laid  before  this  houfe^  fhewing 

*  how  the  money  given  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 

*  1728,   has  been  difpofed  of,   is  charged  to  have 

*  been  ifTued  to  perfed   and  fulfil  the  obligations 

*  his  Majefty  is  under,  on  account  of  engagements 

*  entered  into  and  concerted,  for  fecuring  the  trade 
<  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  reftoring 
'  and  preferving  the  peace  of  Europe. 

The  fame  day  5  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
the  Commons  confidered  farther  of  the  petitions  of 
divers  merchants  trading  to  the  plantations  in  Ameri- 
ca, and  having  read  the  faid  petitions,  and  feveral 
other  papers  relating  thereto,  heard  the  petitioners 
and  examined  feveral  witnefTes.  That  affair  was 
again  put  off  to  Thurfday  th^  13th  of  March. 

E  Q  2  On 
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On  which  day  tv/o  petitions  of  divers  merchants- 
trading  to  Portugal^  Spain^  and  Italy ^  &c.  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  and  read,  complaining  of  great 
lofies  for  feveral  years  paft,  by  cheir  fhips  and  effe6ls 
having  beenfeized  in  the  harbours  of  Spai?i^  and  ta- 
ken at  fea  by  Spauifi)  mta  of  war  and  privateers,  and 
confifcated  ;  ana  tho'  regular  application  had  been 
made  for  redrefs,  and  proofs  given  of  the  lofies,  and 
fatisfa6lion  might  have  been  demanded  at  the  court 
of  Madrid^  yet  no  benefit  has  been  received  thereby  ; 
andthereforeprayingthe  confideration  of  thf,  iioufe, 
and  fuch  relief  as  to  the  houfe  Ihall  feeni  tit.  Thefe 
petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  before  whom  it  v/as  ordered.  That 
the  petitioners  fhoul  J  be  hearn,  if  they  thought  fit. 

The  fame  day,  th;  Comro  .\s,  in  a  committee  of 
the  wholehoufe,  confideredtafcherof  thepetitionsof 
divers  maxhart-s  and  others,  interefled  in  the  Btihib 
plantations  in  Amsrica  \  proceeded  to  the  farther 
hearing  of  the  petitioners,  went  thro'  the  evidence, 
and,  at  lafl,  after  fome  debate,  put  off  the  farther 
confiu;rration  of  that  important  affair  to  that  day 
fevennight ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  came  to  a  refo- 
lution,  which  being  the  next  day  {March  14.)  re- 
ported by  Mr.  JVinnington,  chairman'of  this  com- 
mittee, was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

That  from  rlie  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht,  in  the 
year  17 13?  to  this  time,  the  Britijh  tr^de  and  navi- 
gation to  and  from  the  feveral  Britijh  colonies  in  A- 
merica,  has  been  greatly  interrupted  by  the  conti- 
nual depredations  of  the  Spdniards^  who  have  feized 
very  valuable  effeds,  and  have  unjuffly  taken  add 
made  prize  of  great  numbers  of  Britjfi  fliips  and 
veUcis  ::  hofe  parts,  to  the  great  lofs  and  damage 
of  the  lli^j-'':b  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  manifeft 
violation  of  the  treaties  fabfifling  between  the  tv/o 
crowns 

■    •  After 
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After  this,  Mr.  Wimiington  (by  dire(5lion  from  the 
grand  Committee)  moved,  and  it  was  accordingly 
refolved  nemine  contradicente^   '  That  an  humble 

*  addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty,  to  defire  his 
'  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ufc  his  ut- 
'  moft  endeavours  to  prevent  fuch  depredations  •,  to 
'  procure  jufl  and  reafonable  fatisfadtion  for  the 
'  loffes  fuftained  -,  and  to  fecure  to  his  fubjedts  the 

*  free  exercife  of  commerce  and  navigation  to  and 

*  from  the  Britijh  colonies  in  America, 

The  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  having  at- 
tended the  King  with  this  addrefs,  on  Monday  the 
17th  oi  March ^  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  return 
the  following  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
J  Have  always  had  the  great  eft  regard  and  concern  for 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  my  kingdoms  \  I 
cimfenfibly  affe5ied  with  the  lojfes  fuftained  by  my  trading 
fuhjc5ls  \  I  have  upon  all  proper  applications  given  the 
ftri^eft  orders  for  procuring  juft  and  reafonable  fatis- 
faBion  •,  and  you  may  be  affured^  that  I  will  ufe  my 
heft  endeavours  to  anfwer  the  defire s  and  expe5laiions 
of  my  people^  upon  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance. 

This  anfwer  was  fo  agreeable  to.  the  Commons, 
that  upon  the  report  of  it  to  the  houfe,  the  next  day 
{March  18.)  they  refolved  to  return  his  Majefty  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe  for  it,  by  another  addrefs. 

But  what  pafted  the  fame  day  {March  18.)  in  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  was  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  court. 
Their  Lordftiips,  in  a  full  houfe,  having  confidered 
of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  particularly  with  relation 
to  the  pofitive  demand  made  by  the  court  of  Spain ^ 
for  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar^  grounded  on  a  letter 
written  in  the  year  1721,  by  his  late  Majefty  to  the 
King  o^  Spain :  A  copy  of  that  letter  in  French,\yith 
the  tranflation  of  it  in  Engliflj^  having,  with  other 
E  e  4  papers^ 
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papers,  been  laid  before  the  houfe,  the  faid  tranfla- 
tion  was  read,  as  follows ; 

-Sir^  My  Brother, 
«  T  Have  learned  with  great  fatisfadlion,  by  the  rc- 
'  A  P^^^  ^^  "^y  ambaflador  at  your  court,  that  your 

*  Majefty  is,  at  laft,  refolved  to  remove  the  obfta- 

*  cles  that  have  for  fome  time  delay'd  the  intire  ac- 

*  complifliment  of  our  union.    Since,  from  the  con- 

*  fidence  which  your  Majefty  exprefles  towards  me, 

*  I  may  look  upon  the  treaties  which  have  been  in 

*  queftion  between  us  as  re-eftablifhed ;  and  that, 
'  accordingly,  the  inftruments  neceffary  for  the  car- 

*  rying  on  the  trade  of  my  fubjedls,  will  be  deliver- 
«  ed  out :  I  do  no  longer  balance  to  aflure  your  Ma- 

*  jefty  of  my  readinefs  to  fatisfy  you,  with  regard 

*  to  your  demand  touching  the  reftitution  of  G/- 

*  br altar  ;  promifing  you  to  make  ufe  of  the  firfi 

*  favourable  opportunity  to  regulate  this  article, with 
'  the  confent  of  my  Parliament.     And  to  give  your 

*  Majefty  a  farther  proof  of  my  affedlion,  I  have 
'  ordered  my  ambailador,  as  foon  as  the  negotiation 
'  with  which  he  has  been  charged,  ^niW  be  finifhed, 

*  to  propofe  to  your  Majefty  new  engagements  to 
«  be  entered  into,  in  concert  and  jointly  \v\ih.France, 

*  fuitable  to  the  prefent  conjundlure,  not  only  for 

*  ftrengthening  our  union,  but  alfo  for  fecuring  the 

*  tranquillity  of  Europe  :    Your  Majefty  may  be 

*  perfuaded  that  I,  on  my  part,  will  fliew  all  the 
'  facility  imaginable,  promifing  my  felf  that  you 

*  will  do  the  fame,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  our 

*  kingdoms,  being  moft  perfectly, 

June  ift^  1 72 1.  Sir,  My  Brother^ 

T'otirgood  Majeftfs  Brother, 
To  the  King  ^/ Spain, 
Monfteur  my  Brother,  GEORGE  R. 

-  After 
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After  a  long  debate,    it  was   mo\''ed  tvO  refolve, 

'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  for  the 

'  honour  of  his  Majefly,  and  the  prefervation  and 

*  fecurity  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  king- 

*  dom,  effe6lual  care  fhould  be  taken  in  the  prefent 
'  treaty,  That  the  King  of  Spain  do  renounce  all 
'  claim  and  pretenfion  to  Gihraltcir  and  the  ifland 
'  of  Minorca^  in  plain  and  ilrong  terms.* 

But  after  a  fmart  debate,  the  queflion  being  put: 
thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  ;  upon 
which,  federal  Peers  entered  the  following  proteil. 

Content  31. 
Not  Content  84, 

Dijfenticnt: 
i.TJEcaufe  we  think  our  right  to  a  plaCv''  of  fuch 
|3  importance  to  our  commerce  as  Gihraltai\ 
fhould  be  fecured  by  more  than  general  flipulations, 
which  may  be  liable  to  different  conftrudions,  and 
will  probably  be  interpreted  by  the  Spaniards  in 
their  own  favour,  however  we  may  interpret  them 
in  ours. 

1.  Becaufe  the  King  of  5^^/;/  having  claimed  it 
by  his  minifters  feveral  times,  not  only  from  the 
late  King's  pofitive  promife,  as  he  afTerts  it  to  be, 
but  of  our  forfeiture  of  it  too,  by  our  infradions  of 
thofe  conditions  on  which  he  gave  it  up  to  us,  and 
having  actually  be fieged  it  fince  he  yielded  it  to  us 
by  treaty  ;  it  feems  reafonable  to  us,  that  we  fhould 
infift upon  his  making  his  renunciation  of  it  in  words 
as  plain  and  ftrong  as  he  has  made  his  claim  to  it  ; 
efpecially  fincc,  as  far  as  we  have  heard,  our  pleni- 
potentiaries htive  not  been  able  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  Ihew  any  inclination  to  relinquifli  his  pretenfions 
to  it,  during  the  long  courfe  of  thefe  perplexed  ne- 
gotiations ;  in  which  we  have  been  unllcilfully,  ^as 
we  fear,  and,  we  are  fure  we  have  been  unfortu- 
nately, involved. 
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^.  We  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  take  par- 
ticular care,  that  our  right  to  it  fhould  not  in  the  leaft 
be  precarious,  becaufe  we  apprehend  we  have  great 
reafon  to  fear,  that  the  King  oiSpain\  allies  are  very 
defirous  to  have  it  again  in  his  hands ;  and  no  rea- 
fon at  all  to  believe,  that  our  own  allies  are  folici- 
tous  to  have  it  continue  in  ours.  If  there  fhould  be 
the  leaft  room  left,  upon  a  peace,  for  the  King  of 
Spain's  pretenfions  to  it,  from  any  loofe  or  doubtful 
expreflions,  we  are  apprehenfive  it  may  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  uneafmefs  and  animofity,  and  might  in- 
terrupt a  perfed  harmony  between  us  and  a  nation 
whofe  friendlhip  muft  always  be  of  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage to  us  :  We  think,  our  zeal  to  preferve  our 
title  to  it  in  that  moft  effedlual  manner  we  propofed, 
would  have  terrified  any  wicked  minifters,  even 
from  the  thoughts  of  giving  it  up  ;  if  ever  we 
fhould  be  in  fuch  wretched  circumftances,  as  to 
have  any  who  might  think  a  war  more  dangerous 
to  themfelves  than  the  nation  j  and  v/ho  might,  for 
that  reafon,  be  tempted  to  purchafe  an  inglorious 
peace,  at  the  high  price  of  fo  valuable  a  part  of  the 
Britijh  dominions. 

Beaufort^  Berkjhire^  Litchfield, 

Strafford,  Scarf  dale,  Coventry, 

Craven,  Gower,  Oxford  &  Mort. 

Boyle,  Bathurfi,  Montjoy, 

Abingdon,  Foley,  Plymouth, 

Weft  on,  Willoughhy  de  Brook. 

The  next  day,  {March  ig)  the  Lords  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  Commons,  defiring  a  prefent  conference 
with  them  in  the  painted  chamber,  relating  to  Gi- 
hraltar  andtheifland  o^ Minorca-,  which  being  rea- 
dily agreed  to,  the  managers  for  the  Lords  commu- 
nicated to  thofe  of  the  Commons,  a  refolution  which 
the  Lords  had  come  to,  as  follows  ; 

,     Die 
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Die  Mart  is  18  Martij  1728.' 

REfolved  by  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
cjid  in  Parliament  nfiemblcd,  that 

they  do  intirely  rely  upon  his  MajeOy,  that  he  will, 
for  the  maintaining  the  honour,  ,.nd  fecuring  the 
trade  of  this  kingdom,  ^ik j  elT^^itual  care  in  the 
prefent  treaty,  to  p I'.iLive  bis-uiidoubted  right  to 
Gibrallu'  ^ud  the  iQand  of  Minorca, 

The  Lord  Malpas^  one  of  the  managers  for  the 
Commons,  having  reported  the  conference  to  the 
houfe,  it  was  refolved,  to  addrefs  his  Majcfty  for  a 
copy  of  the  letter  written  by  his  late  Majefty  to  the 
King  of  6^^/;/,  in  172 1,  relating  to  Gibraltar',  This 
letter  having  accordingly  been  laid  before  the  houfe, 
the  Commons  took  the  fame  into  confideration  on 
Friday  i\it2iitoi  February^  together  with  the  Lords 
refolution  above-mentioned  5  upon  which,  there  was 
a  very  long  and  warm  debate.  Many  ungracious 
reflexions  were  made  upon  thofe  v/ho  firfl:  advifed  his 
late  Majefty  to  write  fuch  a  letter,  as  either  implyed 
or  at  leaft,was  taken  by  the  Spaniards^  as  a  pofitive 
promife  of  giving  up  Gibraltar  \  and  therefore  might 
be  lookc  rl  upon  as  the  main  fource  and  occafion  both 
of  the  fubfequ'^nt  meafures  that  have  been  purfued  to 
recover  that  i^\x\it  ftep,  and  of  the  difficulties  we  at 
prefent  labour  under.  The  courtiers  endeavoured 
to  juftify  thofe  meafures,  and  afllired  the  houfe,  that 
effedual  care  had  been  taken  in  the  prefent  nego- 
tiation, to  fccure  the  pofleflion  of  Gibraltar  to  t\\^ 
crown  of  Great-Britain  :  But  they  were  anfwered, 
that  the  flime  did  not  plainly  appear  by  the  tenor 
of  the  provifional  treaty  ;  and  therefore  it  was  mo- 
ved, and  infifted  by  the  country  party,  that  to  the 
Lords  refolution,  now  under  confideration,  the  fol- 
lowing words  rn.ight  be  added,  viz, 

*  And 
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*  A  ndthat  all  pretenfions  on  the  part  of  the  crown 
«  of  Spain  to  the  faid  places  be  fpecifically  given  up. 

But  after  fome  farther  debate,  the  queftion  being 
put  upon  the  faid  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  267  voices  againft  iii.  After  this,  the 
queftion  being  put.  That  this  houfe  does  agree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  faid  refolution^  it  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative without  dividing ;  the'blank  in  the  Lords  re- 
folution  having  been  filled  up  with  the  word  Com- 
mons ♦,  and  the  faid  refblution  formed  {March  24) 
into  an  addrefs,  both  houfes,  with  their  Speakers, 
prefented  the  fame  to  his  Majefty,  on  'Tuefday  the 
25th  of  M^rr^;  and  thereupon  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  the  following  gracious  anfwer. 

My  Lords  and  gentlemen, 
J  Thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  repofe  in  me^  I 
will  take  effectual  care^  as  I  have  hitherto  done^ 
to  fecure  my  undoubted  right  to  Gibraltar,  and  the 
ijland  of  Minorca. 

The  day  before  {Marchtj^)  S'lvPad  Methuen^trt^" 
furer  of  his  Majefty's  houlhold,  by  the  King's  com- 
mand, purfuant  to  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Friday  before,  laid  before  the  commons,  copies  of 
inftrudions  and  letters  from  his  Majefty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  to  Sir  John  Jennings^Yice^Ad- 
miral  Hopfon^  Sir  Charles  Wager^  and  Sir  George 
Walton^  as  alfo  copies  of  letters  from  the  faid  admi- 
rals and  commanders,  and  from  other  officers  em- 
ployed in  his  Majefty's  fquadron  in  the  Mediterra* 
nean^  to  the  faid  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  fince 
the  year  1725,  until  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
King  of  Spain's  orders  in  the  Wefi-Indies^  for  the 
execution  of  the  preliminaries,  the  whole  making 
up  210  different  papers. 

The  anfwer  which  Mr.  Treafurer  delivered  the 
next  day  {March  25)  to  the  Commons,  to  their  ad- 
drefs of  the  nth  day  of  March  inftant,  was  to  this 
I  effect: 
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effedl  :  *  That  the  fum  (of  60,000/.)  mentioned 

*  in  that  addrefs,  had  been  ilFued  and  difburlcd, 

*  purfuant  to  the  power  given  to  his  Majefty  by 

*  Parliament,  for  necefTary  fervices   and  engage- 

*  ments  entered  into  for  reftoring  and  prefcrvino- 

*  the  peace  of  Europe^  and  which  require  the  great- 

*  eftfecrecy,  and  therefore,  a  particular  anddiltindt 

*  account  of  it,  could  not  poflibly  be  given,without 

*  a  manifeft  prejudice  to  the  public. 

Two  days  after.  {March  27)  Mr.  Cockburn,  from 
the  Lords  Ccmmifiioners  of  the  Admiralty,  prefent- 
ed  to  the  Commons,  purfuant  to  a  late  addrefs,  12 
papers,  being  copies  of  all  applications  made  in  the 
year  1727,  for  cruifers  to  protect  the  trade,  with 
an  account  of  what  was  done  thereupon  :  Which 
papers  were  referred  to  the  grand  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  confider  farther  of  the  petition  of  feveral 
^merchants  trading  to  America, 

The  Commons  being,  the  fame  day,  gone  into 
the  faid  Committee,  heard  fome  others  of  the  peti- 
tioners ;  examined  feveral  witneiTes ;  and  after  a  long 
and  warm  debate,  put  off  the  farther  confideration 
of  this  matter  to  'Tuefday  the  2d  day  of  April, 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Commons  refolved  {March 
28)  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  for  feveral  other  papers 
from  the  admiralty-office,  purfuant  to  which,  on 
Monday  the  i[[  of  April,  there  was  prefented  to  the 
houfe  a  lift  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  and  vefTels,  em- 
ployed each  year,  fmce  the  peace  of  Ulrecht,  as 
ftation-fhips,  in  his  Majefty's  feveral  colonies  in 
America  :  And  alfo  copies  of  fo  much  of  the  orders 
or  inftrudions  given  to  the  commanders  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fliips  ftationed  at  Jamaica^  fince  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  as  relate  to  their  proteding  the  trade  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjedls ;  and  alfo  copies  of  fo  much  of 
ihe  letters  from  the  faid  commanders  to  the  com- 
miftioners  of  the  admiralty,  or  their  fecretary,  as 
relate  to  the  faid  orders  and  inilrudions,  with  the 

anfwers 
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anfwers  of  the  faid  commifTioners,  or  their  fecretary 
thereunto  ;  making  up  in  all  254  papers. 

The  next  day,  feveral  other  papers  were  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe,  and  all  of  them  referred  to  the  grand 
Committee,  who  according  to  order,  made  fome 
farther  progrefs  in  the  confideration  of  the  feveral 
petitions,  complaining  of  the  »S^^?/^  depredations  ; 
but  the  reading  of  feveral  of  thefe  papers  having 
taken  upa  great  dealof  time,  this  affair  wasagain  ad- 
journed to  Wednefday  the  3d  of  ApriU  when,  after 
a  long  debate,  the  Committee  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutions,  viz, 

.  1/,  That  feveral  fhips,  merchandizes,  and  effeds, 
belonging  to  the  merchants  of  this  kingdom  trading 
to  Spain ^  Portugal^  and  Italy ^  have  been  taken  and 
feized  by  the  Spaniards^  in  manifell  violation  of  the 
treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns,  for  which 
no  reftitution  has  yet  been  made;  and  that  the  maf- 
ters  and  crews  of  feveral  of  the  faid  fhips  have  been 
barbaroufly  and  inhumanly  treated. 

2%,  That  in  order  to  take  the  neceflary  care  of 
the  interefts  and  properties  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedls, 
and  thofe  of  his  allies,  very  much  concerned  in  the 
cargo  and  effedis  belonging  to  the  Plot  a  ^.n6.  Galleons  ^ 
and  that  all  pofTible  juftice  might  be  done  to  all  par- 
ties interefted  therein  •,  and  to  the  end  that  the  faid 
treafure  ihould  not  be  employed  in  carrying  on  and 
fupporting  dangerous  meafures  and  engagements, 
againft  his  Majefty  and  his  allies,  the  orders  and  in- 
flrudions  given  to  Vice- Admiral  Hojier  to  block  up 
the  Flo! a  and  Galleons,  and  to  endeavour  to  fecure 
and  detain  them,  without  any  embezzlement,  until 
juftice  and  fatisfadlion  fliould  be  given  to  his  Ma- 
jefty and  his  allies,  were  juft,  prudent,  and  necef- 
fary,  tending  very  much  to  prevent  an  open  rup- 
ture, and  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
;  Europe, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  refolutions  being  the  next  day  reported, 
were,  upon  the  queftion  feverally  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe  ;  and  then,  upon  amotion 
made  by  Mr.  Winnington,  chairman  of  that  grand 
Committee,  purluant  to  their  diredion,  it  was  far- 
ther  refolved, 

^  Thatan  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
<  jefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ufe  his 

*  beft  endeavours,  to  obtain  alljufl  and  reafonable 

*  fatisfaclion  for  the  lofles  and  damages  which  the 

*  merchants  of  this  kingdom  trading  to  Spain^  Por- 
'  tugal^  and  Daly^  have  fuftained,  by  the  Spaniards 

*  taking  and  feizing  feveral  of  their  fhips,  merchan- 

*  dizes,  and  efFeds,  in  manifeft  violation  of  the  trea- 

*  ties  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns.     They 

*  alfo  ordered.  That  the  firfl  mentioned  refolurion 

*  of  this  houfe,  be  humbly  laid  before  his  Majefly, 
«  at  the  fame  time  with  the  faid  addrefs,   by  fuch 

*  members  as  were  of  his  Majeity's  moft  honourable 
'  privy-council.'  Thisdone,  the  Commons,  byrea- 
fon  of  Rafter  holidays,  adjourned  to  IVednefday  the 
9th  of  Aprils  when  Mr.  Treafurer  acquainted  them, 
that  the  faid  addrefs  and  refolution  having  been  laid 
before  the  King,  his  Majeily  was  pleafed  to  com- 
mand him  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  "That  his  Majefty. 
was  always  extremely  concerned  when  he  heard  of  the 
lojfes  andftifferings  ofhisfubje^ls  ;  and  would  continue 
to  ufe  his  heft  endeavours^  as  he  had  hitherto  done^  up- 
on all  occafians^  to  obtain  for  thcmjuft  and  reafonable 
fatisfaclion,  x 

The  houfe  of  Lords  having  alfo  called  for  mod 
of  the  papers,  that  had  been  laid  before  the  Com- 
mons, relating  to  the  Spanijh  depredations  i  and  ha- 
ving read  fome  of  them  on  Thurfday  the  17th  of 
April  •,  confidered  the  next  day,  in  a  full  houfe,  of 
the  flate  of  the  nation.  Very  fevere  rctledions  were 
made  on  the  latecondu6lof  thofe  in  the  admit>illra- 
tion  •,    and  it  was  propofed  to  refolve,    '  That  it 

^  appears 
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'  appears  to  this  houfe,  that  the  expence  of  the 
'  fquadron  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies  undtr  the  com- 
'  mand  of  Vice- Admiral  Hofier^  having  been  born 

*  by  this  nation  alone,  tho'  defigned  to  prevent  the 

*  Spaniards  frdm  feizing  the  effedls  belonging  to 
'  his  Majefty's  allies,  as  well  as  his  fubjedls,  which 

*  were  on  board  the  Flota  and  Galleons^  and  from 
«  applying  the  treafure  to  diilurb  the  peace  and 

*  invade  th^  Vih^xti^s  of  Europe^  has  been  an  un- 
<  reafonable  burthen  on  this  kingdom. 

But  after  a  long  debate,  the  queftion  being  put 
thereupon,  it  was  refolved  in  the  negative,  by  87 
votes  againfl  27.  Hereupon,  feveral  Lords  figned 
and  entered  the  following  proteft,  "viz, 

Dijfentient? 
ifty  TlEcaufe  we  conceive,  that  our  allies  were,  at 

X)  leaft,  as  much  concerned  as  our  felves,  to 
prevent  the  Spaniards  from  difturbing  the  peace, 
and  invading  the  liberties  of  Europe^  if  there  was, 
at  that  time,  fufficient  foundation  to  apprehend  fuch 
attempts  on  the  part  of  Spain  \  and  becaufe  our  al- 
lies the  French^  in  particular,  had  a  much  greater 
ihare  in  the  effeds  of  the  Galleons^  than  this  na- 
tion ;  and  by  confequcnce  were  much  more  con- 
cerned in  intereil,  to  prevent  the  King  of  Spain 
from  feizing  thofe  effedls. 

2  J/y^  Becaufe  we  not  only  took  the  whole  charge 
of  this  expedition  upon  our  felves,  but  have  increa- 
fed  our  national  forces,  taking  great  numbers  of 
foreigf.  troops  into  our  pay,  and  contra6ted  to  pay 
divers  fubfidics  to  foreign  princes^  wheri  it  has  not 
appeared  to  us  in  any  autncntic, manner,  as  we  ap- 
prehend, that  our  allies  have  taken  upon  them- 
felves,  any  expence,  proportionable  to  this,  in  con- 
fequcnce of  the  i:r^;;^z/c'r  treaty,  V       . 
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3^/)',  Bec.iufe  we  are  convinced,  that  the  national 
expenceand  lolfcs  occafioned  by  this  expedition,  do 
not  only  very  far  exceed  any  intereft  which  the  Tub- 
jeds  of  this  nation  can  be  fuppDled  to  have  in  the 
Galleons  ,  but  have  like  wife  been  much  more  confi- 
derable  than  any  detriment  which  has  accrued  to 
Spain,  by  delaying  the  return  of  the  Galleons, 

A^thly,  That  by  taking  this  expedition  folely  upon 
our  felves,  we  drew  the  whole  refentment  of  the 
court  of  Spainu^on  this  nation, and  gave  xht French 
an  opportunity  of  healing  the  breaches  which  had 
been  made  between  thofe  two  courts,  of  acquiring  a 
greater  (hare  than  ever  they  had  in  a  moft  benefi- 
cial branch  of  trade,  and  of  ading  the  part  of  me- 
diators, rather  than  that  of  parties  in  the  difputes. 

S^hly,  We  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that  this 
burden  was  the  more  unreafonable,  fince  it  does 
not  appear  that  this  expedition  has  had  theeffedlof 
obliging  the  Spaniards  clearly  to  adjuft  the  points  in 
difpute  between  us,  or  effedually  tofecure  to  our 
merchants  a  juft  fatistadlion  for  the  great  loffes  which 
they  have  fultained  by  the  feizurcs  and  captures  made 
by  the  Spaniards. 


Beaufort, 

Scar/dale, 

Northampton^ 

Strafford, 

Gower, 

Coventry. 

Craven, 

Montjoy, 

Oxford  2iV\6.  Mortimer, 

Foley, 

Plymouth, 

IVilloughhy  de  Broke, 

Litchfield, 

Bathurft, 

On  fVedncfday  the  23d  of  April,  the  Commons 
went  into  a  grand  committee  on  the  fupply  ;  and  af- 
ter examination  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  cufloms 
and  excife,  the  Pofl-mafter  General,  and  other  offi- 
cers concerned  in  the  civil  lift  revenues,  the  courtiers 
made  it  plainly  appear,  that  there  were  fo  great  ar- 
rears ftanding  out,  on  the  fevcral  branches  of  thofe 

Vol.  IX»  F  f  revenues. 
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revenues,  That  they  fell  fhort  of  producing  within 
the  year,  the  cfear  fum  of  800,000/.  which  was  fet- 
tled for  his  Majefty's  civil  lift,  ^nd  therefore  it  was 
moved,  That  the  fum  of  115,000/.  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  upon  account  of  the  arrears  of  his  civil 
lift  revenues,  to  be  replaced  and  refunded,  for  the 
ule  and  bene6t  of  the  public,  out  of  fuch  arrears  of 
the  faid  revenues,  as  Ihall  be  ftanding  out  at  his  Ma- 
jefty's  demife,  and,  together  with  the  faid  fum  of 
.  1 15,000/.  ftiall  be  more  than  fufficient  to  make  up 
the  produce  of  the  faid  revenues  800,000/.  per  ann, 
during  his  Majefty's  life,  to  be  computed  from  the 
25th  day  of  Juneiyij,  Moft  of  the  members 
who  were  not  in  the  fecret,  feemed  to  be  furprized 
at  this  motion,  which  was  the  more  unexpected,  be- 
caufe,  in  the  former  feffion,  the  feveral  duties  and 
revenues  granted  by  the  a6t  for  the  better  fupport  of 
his  Majefty 's  houfhold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  crown,  were  underftood,  and  appeared 
by  the  accounts  then  before  the  houfe,  to  produce , 
yearly  much  above  the  fum  of  800,000/.  for  which 
they  were  given  ;  and  therefore  the  faid  motion  was 
vigoroufly  oppofed  by  feveral  gentlemen.  But  the 
faid  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  241  voices  againft  115.  This  refolution 
being  the  next  day  (April  2^)  reported,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe ;  and  afterwards  a  claufe  to  that  pur- 
pofe  was  inferted  in  the  bill  for  afcertaining  the  cuftom 
payable  for  corn  and  grain  imported,  ^c. 

May  6.  three  iiigroffed  bills,  ift.  For  eftablifh- 
ing  the  agreement  for  the  furrender  of  Carolina ;  2dly^ 
For  better  prefervation  of  his  Majefty 's  woods  in  A- 
merica  \  o^dly^  i\.nd  for  better  regulating  feamen  in 
the  merchants  fervice  ;  were  read  the  third  time, 
palTed,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords;  who  the  fime  day 
fent  back  to  the  Commons  the  bill  for  the  more  ef- 
feAual  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members;  withfomeamendments,  toenforce 
that  vy  holefome  and  necefilu'y  law,  both  by  enhancing 

the 
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the  penalty  of  50/.  to  500/.  and  other  provifions, 
contained  in  the  following  claufcs,  viz, 

1 .  'Jind  he  il  enaEledhy  the  authority  aforejaid^  That 
fuch  votes  /hall  be  deemed  to  he  legal  'Which  have  been 
fo  declared  by  the  laft  determination  in  thehottfe  of  Com- 
mons^ ivhich  laft  determination  concerning  any  county^ 

fiire^  city^  borough^cinqiie-porte^  or  f  lace  ^  fljall  be  finals 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  zvhatfoever^  any  iifage  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding, 

2 .  And  be  it  farther  enabled  ^  That  if  any  perfon  who      '• 
hath  or  claimeth  to  have  ^or  here  aft  er-fh  all  have^or  claim 

to  have^  ary  right  to  vote  in  any  fitch  ele^ion^  fioall^ 
from  and  after  the  faid  2^th  day  of  ]un^^  ^7^9'>  ^^^^> 
receive^  or  take  any  money ^  or  other  reward^  by  way  of 
gifty  loan^  or  other  devife,  or  agree^  of  contrail  for 
any  money ^  gift^  office^  employment^  or  other  reward 
whatfoever^  to  give  his  njote^  or  to  refufe^  or  to 
forbear  to  give  his  vote  in  any  fuch  elcolion ;  or 
if  any  perfon  by  himfelf^  or  any  perfon  employed  by 
hiniy  doth  orjhall,  by  any  gift  or  reward^  or  by  any 
promife^  agreement^  or  fecurity  for  any  gift  or  re- 
ward^ corrupt  or  procure  any  perfon  or  perfons^  to 
give  his  or  their  vote  or  votes^  in  any  fuch  election  ; 
fuch  perfon  fo  ojf ending  in  any  of  the  cafes  aforefaid^ 
fball^  for  every  fuch  offence^  forfeit  the  fum  of  ^00]^ 
of  lawful  money  of  Great-Britain,  to  be  recovered  as 
before  direct ed^  together  with  full  cofts  of  fuit  \  and 
every  perfon  offending  in  any  of  the  cafes  aforefaid^ 
from  and  after  Judgment  obtained  againft  him  in  any 
fuch  action  of  dibt^  bill^  plaint^  or  information^  or 
fummary  aBion^  profecution^  or  being  any  otherwife 
lawfully  ccnv'iSfed  thereof  fljall  for  ever  be  difabled'to 
vote  in  any ek^ ion  of  meyVibcr  or  members  to  ferve  iii 
Parliament^  \and  clfo  fJoall  for  ever  be  di fabled  to  hold^ 
exercife^  or  enjoy  any  office  or  franchif\  to  which  he 
and  they  then  ft: all ^  or  at  any  time  afterwards  jnay  be 
Jntitlcd^as  a  member  of  any  city^  bjrcugh,  town  cor- 

h  f  2  pcratCf 
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poratCy  or  cinque  fort^  as  if  fuch  perfon  were  natu- 
rally dead. 

The  Commons  having,  the  next  day,  taken  thefc 
amendments  into  confideration,  fome  courtiers,  who 
from  the  beginning  were  againil  this  bill,  repref^t- 
ed,  That  the  Lords  making  alterations  in  a  bill  of 
this  nature,  was  an  encroachment  upon  the  rightsand 
privileges  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  were  the 
fole  judges  of  the  merits  of  the  eledtions  of  their  own 
members.    To  this  Mr.  William  Pulteney  anfwered, 

*  That  the  freedom  of  Parliament  is  eifentially  ne- 

*  cefiary  to  the  prefervation  of  our  ancient  conftitu- 

*  tion  j  and  the  freedom  of  parliamentary  ele6bions, 

*  the  moil  valuable  branch  of  the  rights  and  liberties 

*  of  EngliJJjmen^  of  which  the  Lords  are  the  proper 
'  guardians,  as  well  as  the  Commons,  both  as  a  part 

*  of  the  Legiflature,  and  as  the  fupreme  court  of  the 
'  kingdom.     That  the  freedom  of  eledlions,  and 

*  confequently  of  Parliaments,  is  the  great  bulwark 
'  of  popular  liberty,  again  ft  the  encroachments  and 
'  opprefTions  of  arbitrary  power,  and  wicked  mini- 
'  fters.  That  if  ever  this  bulwark  fhould  be  thrown 

*  down  by  force,  or  undermined  by  corruption,  the 

*  very  eflence  of  our  excellent  conftitution  would  be 

*  loft,  and  we  fhould  no  longer  be  a  free  people  t 

*  And  therefore  no  man,  who  had  any  fenfe  of,  or 

*  value  for  liberty,  could  either  think  the  penalties 
'  againft  corruption  too  fevere,  or  grudge  the  Lords 
'  the  honour  of  having  made  the  provifions  of  this 
'  neceffary  law  more  efficacious.'  Thefe  reafons  had 
a  great  weight,  and  feveral  members  of  the  court 
parry  happening  to  be  abfent,  the  queftion  for  agree . 
ing  to  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords, was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmatiyCv  by  a  majority  of  two  voices 
only,'  ;:72.   91  to  89.'    , 

May  10^  the  Loi'ds  took  into  confideration  the  re- 
port of  their  grand  corrimittee,  appointed  to  confider 
of  the  bill  for  fettling  the  price  of  corn  and  grain  im- 
ported 
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ported,  and  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned  : 
Upon  which  it  was  moved,  that  the  words  follow- 
ing, in  the  claufe  for  appropriating  the  fupplies 
granted  in  this  fefllon  of  Parliament,  be  left  out  of 
the  faid  bill,  viz. 


And  it  is  alfo  hereby  far  tier  enabled  ^That  out  of  all 
or  any  the  aids  ot  fupplies  aforefaid^  there  fh all  and 
may  be  iffued  and  applied^  for  and  upon  account  of  the 
arrears  of  the  fever al  duties  and  revenues  granted  to 
his  Majefty^  by  an  a5l  made  andpaffed  in  the  firft  year 
of  his  Majefiy's  reign  (intitledy  An  Ad  for  the  bet- 
ter fupport  of  his  Majelly's  houlhold,  and  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain) 
any  fum  or  fums  of  money ^  not  exceeding  the  fum  of 
115,000/.  in  fuch  manner ^  and  for  fuchufes  and  pur- 
pofes as  his  Majefty  fh  all  from  time  to  time,  be  p  leafed 
ta  direct  and  appoint  :  Provided  ahvays^  and  be  it 
enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  T^hat  in  cafe  there 
fhall  be  Jlanding  cut^  or  in  arrear  at  the  demife  of 
his  Majefty  (whom  God  long  preferve)  any  fum  or 
fums  of  money,  for  or  on  account  of  the  faid  duties 
and  revenues,  which,  together  with  what  hath  been, 
or  fhall  be  received  out  of  the  fame,  during  his  Ma- 
jefty^ s  life,  awd  together  with  the  faid  fufn  of  1 1 5,000/. 
fhall  be  more  than  fufficient  to  compleat  a?jd  fatisfy  to 
his  Majefty  durifighis  life,  the  yearly  fum  <?/ 8  00,000/. 
per  annum  in  clear  money,  to  be  computed  from  the 
2§th  day  of  June,   1727  •,  Then,  and  in  fuch  cafe, 
the  faid  fum  of  i  ic^,oQoh  fhall  be  replaced  and  refund- 
ed,  by  or  out  of  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money  fo  ft  an  ding 
out  or  in  arrear  as  aforefaid,  as  fhall  be  more  than 
fufficient  to  compleat  the  faid  yearly  fum  of  800,000/. 
in  clear  money,  to  be  computed  as  aforefaid,  or  fo  jnuch 
thereof  as  the  monies  arifing  thereby  fhall  extend  to,  to 
fatisfy  the  fame  •,  and  that  the  monies  fo  to  be  replaced, 
or  refunded,  fhall  be  feparatcd  and  kept  apart  in  his 
Majefty^ s  Exchequer,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the 
public^  and  fhall  not  be  iffued  or  applied  tc  any  other 

Ff  3  ufi 
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ufe  or  ufes  than  fitch  as  jhall  he  dife^ed  by  authority 
of  Parliament. 

The  motion  being  obje6led  to,  the  queflion  was 
put.  Whether  thofe  words  Ihould  ftand  part  of  the 
bill  ?  Which,  after  a  long  debate,  was  refolved  in 
the  affirmativ^e:  Hereupon  feveral  Lords  entered 
the  following  proteil. 

Content  69. 
Not  Content  19. 

BijJenHent? 
ift^  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  this  part  of  the 
claufe  is  neither  founded  on  the  words  of  the  ad  to 
which  it  refers,  nor  warranted  by  any  conftrudion 
thereof;  for  the  provifion  made  in  that  ad  is,  That 
vjhenever  the  produce  of  the  feveral  duties  a7id  revenues 
thereby  granted  appears  to  he  fo  deficient^  that  within 
any  one  year  itfhall  not  hefufficient  to  anfwer  andfatif- 
fy  the  fum  of  800,000  1.  then^  and  not  in  any  other 
cafe^  fuch  deficiency  is  to  be  made  good  out  cfi  the  next 
<  aids  in  Farliament.  As  this  act  therefore  provides 
only  for  a  real  deficiency  of  the  produce,  and  not  for 
any  arrear  in  the  receipt  within  the  year  ;  and  it  has 
appeared  by  the  accounts  laid  before  this  houfe.  That 
the  real  produce  wasconfiderably  more  than  fufficient 
to  anfwer  the  fum  of  800, 000/.  we  think  there  can 
be  no  colour  to  affirm,  that  there  has  been  any  fuch 
deficiency  as  the  acl  can  be  fuppofed  to  provide  for. 
This  appears  from  the  words  of  the  claufe,  which 
direii:  chc  application  of  the  fum  of  1 15,000/.  for 
and  upon  account  of  arrears  ;  and  we  cannot  conceive 
the  arrears  provided  for  by  this  claufe,  and  the  defi- 
cieijcy  deicribed  in  the  ad,  to  be  one  and  the  fame 
thing-,  fince,  if  they  could  be  fo  under  flood,  the 
proviiion  in  liic  cliiufe  would  have  been  made  agree- 
able ro  x\^x  words  of  the  ad,  which  relate  to  a  defi^ 
.  ciency  only  ;  and  it  would  he  highly  unjufl  to  his 
M^y-i^y^^o  dired  the  fum  of  1 15,000  /.  to  be  re- 
luncicd  iQthe  public,  at  any  time,  or  under  any  con- 
iiitio.ns  j.for  if  there  had  beep  a  real  deficiency,  the 
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grant  to  his  Majefly  fliould  be  abfoJutc,  and  the 
lum  of  1 15,000  /.  would  legally  belong  to  him  ;  fo 
that  this  claufe  either  takes  from  his  Majefly  what 
we  have  no  right  to  take,  or  it  gives  him  what,  as 
we  apprehend,  he  has  no  right  to  claim.  As  we 
cannot  then  confider  this  fum  to  be  given  either  for 
a  real  deficiency,  founded  on  the  civil  lift  adl,  or 
that  it  can  be  warranted  by  the  faid  ad,  as  a  fup- 
pofed  arrear,  we  conceive  it  to  be  a  new  grant  to 
his  Majefty,  and  a  new  burden  on  the  people,  which 
does  not  appear  to  us  to  have  been  demanded  by 
the  crown,  and  confequently  not  to  have  pafled  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  hitherto  pra(5tifed,  and  requi- 
fite  in  all  fuch  cafes. 

idlyy  This  claufe  appears  to  us  unreafonable  on 
many  accounts :  As  there  was  no  real  deficiency  at 
Midfummer  1728,  to  which  time  the  account  was 
ftated,  fo  neither  is  there  any  arrear  at  the  time  when 
this  new  fupply  is  granted ;  but  the  whole  fum  of 
800,000  /.  and  confiderably  more,  was  come  into  his 
Majefty's  coff^ers,  and  he  was  confequently  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  very  money,  the  fuppofed  arrear  of 
which  is  made  good  to  him  by  this  claufe.  Thus 
it  feems  to  us,  that  the  nation  is  loaded,  not  to  com- 
pleat,  but  to  augment  the  fum  defigned  for  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  civil  lift  5  and  this,  at  a  time  when  the  public 
debts  are  increafed  ;  when  the  taxes  are  heavily  felt 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  ;  when  our  foreign  trade 
is  incumbered  and  diminifhed ;  when  our  manu- 
fa(5lures  decay;  when  our  poor  daily  multiply  ♦,  and 
when  many  other  national  calamities  furround  us. 
Thefe  confiderationsare  in  themfelves  very  moving  ; 
and  we  apprehend  that  they  muft  appear  ftronger, 
when  it  fhall  be  farther  confidereJ,  that  his  Majefty 
would  be  fo  far  from  wanting  any  of  thofe  extraor- 
dinary fupplies,  that  even  without  the  provifion  iri 
the  civil  lift  ad,  for  making  good  deficiencies,  he 
would  be  poftefied  of  a  far  greater  revenue  than 

F  f  4  King 
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King  WWiani^  Queen  Anne^  or  even  his  late  Ma- 
jefty  enjoyed  ;  and  yet  his  prefent  Majefty,  when 
Prince  of  JVales^  received  out  of  the  civil  lift  reve- 
nue's, during  the  reign  of  the  late  King,  100,000/. 
per  ann.  befides  the  intire  revenues  of  the  principa- 
lity of  PVales^  and  dutchy  o^  Cornwall ;  whereas  it 
does  not  appear  to  us,  that  the  like  fum  of  100,000/. 
per  ann.  or  even  the  revenues  of  the  principality  of 
IVales.,  have  yet  been  fetded  upon  his  prefent  Royal 
Highnefs, 

o^dfyy  We  cannot  but  be  extremely  apprehenfive 
of  the  many  ill  confequences  which  may  follow  from 
a  grant  of  money  to  the  crown  fo  ill  grounded,  and 
fo  unreafonable,  as  we  conceive  this  to  be.  The 
advantage  in  favour  of  his  Majefty,  eftablifhed  by 
the  civil  lift  ad,  is  very  great-,  fince,  if  the  produce 
of  the  revenues  granted  and  appropriated  to  the  ufe 
of  the  civil  lift,  does  not  anfwer  the  yearly  fum  of 
800,000/.  the  deficiency  is  to  be  made  good  to  his 
Majefty  by  the  public ;  whereas  no  provifion  is  made, 
by  which,  if  the  produce  of  thofe  revenues  exceeds 
the  fum  of  800,000/.  the  furplus  ihall  accrue  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public.  By  this  precedent,  not  only 
real  deficiencies  are  to  be  made  good,  but  fupplies 
are  to  be  given  for  arrears  ftanding  out  at  the  end  of 
every  year  ;  and  not  only  for  arrears  ftanding  out, 
but  even  for  arrears  which  (hall  come  in  before  the 
fupplies  can  be  granted  •,  though  the  fupply  given 
to  make  arrears  in  one  year,  will  certainly  increafe 
the  furplufages  in  another  :  When  we  confider  the 
method  which  has  obtained,  of  anticipating  there- 
venues  before  they  come  mioth^  Exchequer  ^  contra- 
ry to  the  ancient  and  legal  pradlice-,  v/hen  we  reflecl 
in  what  manner  thefe  accounts  have  been  made  up, 
and  in  what  manner  they  have  been  brought  in,  we 
cannot  but  apprehend  that  a  door  is  opened  by  this 
precedent,  for  laying  new  and  cxcefTive  charges  on 
(:he  nation.    The  Revenues  appropriated  to  the  ufes 

of 
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of  his  Majefty's  civil  liR,  are  fubj^d  in  their  own 
rteture  to  vary,  and  even  when  there  is  no  deficiency 
in  the  produce,  there  may  be  arrears  in  the  receipt ; 
thefe  arrears  may  eafily  be  increafed,by  the  manage- 
ment of  defigningminifters,  by  private  directions  to 
receivers,  and  by  artful  methods  of  dating  the  ac- 
counts -,  from  all  which,  we  cannot  but  apprehend, 
that  now  this  precedent  is  made,  we  may  have  fre- 
quent accounts  of  arrears,  and  a  grievous  and  even 
intolerable  load  may  be  brought  on  the  nation  in  a 
Ihort  time.  And  we  are  perfuaded  that  his  Majefly 
can  have  no  fatisfad:ion  in  finding  his  court  abound 
in  wealth,  while  he  may  undergo  the  mortification 
of  feeing  his  people  reduced  to  poverty.  Neither 
can  we  conceive  that  the  latter  part  of  the  claufe  is 
in  any  degree  an  adequate  provifion  againft  the  evil 
we  complain  of,  or  the  apprehenfions  we  entertain  % 
for  an  account  to  be  made  up  at  hisMajefty'sdemife, 
will  not  prevent  the  confequences  of  this  precedent 
during  his  life  ;  and  as  we  hope  that  his  reign  will 
be  long,  fo  we  may  be  allowed  to  fear.  That  even 
during  the  continuance  of  it,  this  extraordinary  me- 
thod of  increafing  his  Majeily's  private  revenue  (al- 
ready very  ample)  may  prove  a  fourcc  of  general 
difcontent,  which  is  but  too  apt  to  produce  a  general 
dilTaffedion. 

Plymouth^  Boyle^  Scarfdale^ 

Willoughhy  de  Brook^  Northampton^  Montjoy^ 
Gower^  Strafford^         Oxford  ^Mort- 

Warrington^  Litchfield^  (tinier^ 

Coventry^  Beauford^         Bathurft, 

On  Monday  the  12th  of  May^  the  Lords  read  the 
third  time  the  bill  above-mentioned,  to  afcertain  the 
cuflom  payable  for  corn  and  grain  imported,  i^c. 
And  the  queftion.  That  the  faid  bill  Ihall  pafs,  be- 
ing refolved  in  the  affirmative,  feveral  Lords  enter- 
ed and  figned  another  proteft,  to  this  effcd,  viz, 

Dif- 
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Jbiffentient* 
jft^  Becaufe  we  conceive  there  will  accrue  lefs  de- 
triment to  the  public  by  rejeding  this  whole  bill» 
than  agreeing  to  it,  with  that  part  of  the  appropri- 
ation claufe,  which  exafts  the  fum  of  1 1 5)Ooo  /• 
to  be  given  to  his  Majefty,  for  and  upon  account  of 
arrears  in  the  civil  lift,  fincc  it  would  have  been 
eafy,  had  this  bill  been  rejedted,  to  have  provided 
for  the  general  appropriation  of  the  feveral  aids 
granted  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  in  fome  other 
manner. 

2i/y,  Becaufe  the  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  his  Majefty's  civil  government,  being 
confiderably  more  ample  than  that  of  any  of  his 
predeceffors,  we  flattered  ourfelves  that  the  public 
would  not  have  been  called  upon  again,  in  fo  fhort 
a  time,  to  make  an  addition  to  that  liberal  provi- 
viiion  for  the  crown,  though  there  had  been  fome 
fmall  deficiency  in  fome  of  the  duties  appropriated 
to  the  fervice  of  it :  But  this,  in  our  opinion,  is  fo 
far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  we  are  firmly  per- 
fuaded,  if  we  had  agreed  to  this  bill,  with  that  part 
of  the  claufe,  we  fhould  have  confented  to  a  grant 
of  a  new  aid,  and  not  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
of  an  old  one ;  fince  it  feems  evident  to  us,  that 
the  produce  of  the  civil  lift  funds,  in  the  firft  year 
of  his  Majefty's  reign,  rather  exceeded  than  fell 
Ihort  of  800,000  /.  even  from  thofe  accounts  deli- 
vered into  the  houfe,  which  we  believe  will  be  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  free  from  any  fufpicion  of 
error,  in  favour  of  the  people. 

^dfyy  Becaufe  we  look  upon  this  to  be  not  only  a 
grant  of  a  new  aid,  but  a  grant  made  in  fuch  an  irre- 
gular manner,without  being  demanded  by  the  crown, 
that  it  cannot  but  give  U5  fame  rcafoa  to  think,  that 

however 
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however  it  may  be  wanted  by  the  minifters,  it  may 
poflibly  not  be  defired  by  his  Majefly. 

4//^/y,  Becaufe  the  literal  interpretation  of  part 
of  the  a6l  for  fettling  the  civil  lift  revenues  on  his 
Majefty,  which  was  contended  for,  in  order  to  jufti- 
fy  that  part  of  this  claufe  to  which  we  obje(5l,  feems 
to  us  liable  to  confetjuences  very  dangerous  to  the 
properties  of  all  the  lubje6ts,  by  putting  it  into  the 
power  of  thcfe  who  have  the  management  of  the 
public  money,  to  give  the  crown  a  title  to  the  ar- 
rears of  the  civil  lift  funds,  tho'  perhaps  left  on  pur- 
pole  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers,  and  to  a  parlia- 
mentary fupply  for  thofe  very  arrears  too. 

^thly^  Becaufe  the  argument  which  was  ufed  for 
palling  the  claufe,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fum, 
feems  to  us  a  much  ftronger  reafon  why  it  fhould 
not  be  afked,  than  why  it  would  be  granted. 

6thly^  Becaufe  we  obferve,  that  whenever  a  fupply 
for  the  civil  lift  has  been  afked  in  Parliament,  it  has 
caufed  great  uneafinefs  in  the  nation,  tho' demanded 
from  the  crown  it  fclf,  and  upon  pretences,  in  our 
opinion,  more  juftifiable,  and  at  times  lefs  unrea- 
fonable  than  this,  when,  notwithftanding  our  moft: 
prevailing  methods  of  negotiation,  the  fate  of  Eu- 
rope^  as  far  as  we  are  enabled  to  judge,  is  ftill  in 
fufpence ;  and  we  labour  under  difficulties  that  un- 
avoidably attend  fuch  a  doubtful  and  undetermined 
fituation  of  our  affairs  abroad  -,  when  the  complaints 
of  the  people  at  home  are  general  and  loud,  and,  as 
we  fear,  too  well  founded,  on  account  of  their  pover- 
ty, and  other  calamities,  with  which  they  have  been 
long  afflided  •,  and  when,  for  that  reafon,  it  appears 
to  us  to  be  not  only  a  proper  clemency,  but  true  po- 
licy too,  to  avoid  giving  them  the  leaft  ground  to 
apprehend,  that  the  Parliament,  by  laying  unne- 
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ceffary  burdens  upon  them,  n^ayitfelf  become  one 
of  their  grievances. 

ythly^  Becaufe  this  attempt,  when  we  confider  it: 
in  all  its  circumftances,  as  far  as  appears  to  us,  is 
without  example;  and  we  dread  left  it  fhould  be 
made  one,  and  laid  hold  of  as  a  precedent  hereafter, 
if  ever  the  nation  fhould  have  the  misfortune  to  fee 
a  lavifh,  weak,  and  rapacious  miniftry,  armed 
with  great  power,  defirous  to  raife  fuch  extraordi- 
nary fupplies  in  Parliam.ent,  in  fuch  extraordi- 
nary ways,  more  in  reality  to  fupport  their  own 
inconfiderate  and  pernicious  fchemes,  than  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown. 

Scarfdaky  Northampton^  Plymouth^ 

Beaufort,  Coventry,  Warrington, 

Strafford  Litchfield,  Mont  joy, 

Gower,  Boyle,  Bathurji, 

Oxford&cMort.  Willoughhyde Broke,  J 

After  this,  Mr.  Treafurer  acquainted  the  houfe. 
That  he  had  a  mefTuage  from  his  Majefly  to  this 
houfe,  figned  by  his  Mejefty  •,  and  he  prefcnted 
the  fame  to  the  houfe;  and  it  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  followeth,  viz, 

GEORGE  R. 
ZJIS  Majejly  thinks  fit  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  "That 
he  intends,  for  divers  weighty  and  important 
feafons,  fpeedily  to  vifit  his  dominions  in  Germany, 
4Mi  to  appoint  his  dearefi  confcrt  the  §ueen,  regent  I 
ef  this  kingdom,  during  his  Mojefty*s  ah  fence. 

Then  upon  a  mefiage  from  the  Lords,  That  the 
Lords  had  pafTed  a  bill,  intitled.  An  A^  to  enable  her 
Majefiy  to  be  regent  of  this  kingdom,  during  his  Ma- 
ieft^s  ahfence,  without  taking  the  oaths :  To  wh  ich  the 
Lords  defired  the  concurrence  of  this  houfe.  Thefaid 

bill 
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bill  was  immediately  read  the  ift,  2d,  and  3d 
times,  paffed,  and  fent  back  to  the  Lords. 

May  14.  The  King  came  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  with  the  ufual  ftate  and  folemnity,  and  the 
Commons  being  fent  for  up,  and  attending,  his 
Majefly  was  plcafed  to  give  the  royal  aflcnt  to 
feveral  public  and  private  bills. 

After  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  the 
following  Speech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
«  MpHE  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  difpatch  you  t^«  King's 
'    JL     have  given  to  the  public  bufmefs,  make  it  ^^'^  * 

*  proper  for  me  to  put  an  end  to  this  felTion  of  Par- 
'  liament;  which  I  cannot  do  without  exprefling 
'  my  fatisfadion  at  the  juft  regard  you  have  fhewn 

*  upon  all  occafions,  to  my  honour,  and  the  true 
'  intereft  of  my  people. 

'  The  prudence  and  temper  with  which  you  have 
'  proceeded  at  this  critical  conjundure,  have  been 

*  very  acceptable  to  me,    and  cannot  fail  of  meet- 

*  ing  with  general  approbation  :  Your  feveral  de- 

*  terminations  upon  matters  of  the  greatefl  nicety 
«  and  importance,  havefiiewn  you  not  infenfibleof 
'  the  difficulties  we  labourunder,  without  fuffering 

*  your  felves  to  be  tranfported,  and  carried  into 
'  any  unreafonable  warmths  and  animofities:  You 
'  have  confidered  the  lofTes  of  our  merchants,  with 
'  a  becoming  compafiion  and  concern ;  and  recei- 
'  ved  their  complaints  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will 
'  bed  conduce  to  the  obtaining  them  juftice  andf** 

*  tisfa6lion ;  and  you  may  be  affiired,  no  endea- 
'  vours  fh.ill  be  wanting  on  my  part,  to  anfwer  the 
'  expcdarions  and  wilhf?  of  my  people. 

Gentlefficn 
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Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
«  The  fupplies  which  you  have  granted  me,  and 

*  fo  effedlually  raifed,  in  a  manner  the  leaft  burden- 

*  fome  to  my  iubjedls,  are  a  new  proof  of  your  zeal, 

*  aftedtion,  and  readinefs  to  fupport  me  in  the  de- 

*  fenc6  and  protection  of  the  rights  and  privileges 

*  of  my  kingdom.     It  is  a  great  fatisfadlion  to  me 

*  to  obferve,  that  you  have  been  thus  able  to  fup- 
«  ply  the  neceflary  charges  and  expences  that  have 
«  been  unavoidably  brought  and  continued  upon 
'  us,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  make  a  farther  pro- 
'  crrefs  in  leffening  and  reducing  the  national  debt. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
<  I  have  already  acquainted  you,  that  it  being  ne- 

*  ceffary  for  me  to  vifit  my  German  dominions  this 

*  year,  1  have  determined  to  make  the  Queen  re- 

*  o-ent  here,  during  my  abfence  •,  and  I  muft  in  a 

*  particular  manner  recommend  it  to  you  all,  to 
^  make  her  adminiftration  as  eafy  as  poffible,  by 

*  preferving  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom, 

*  in  your  feveral  ftations  and  countries  •,  and  by  en- 

*  deavouring  to  difcountenance  and  reftrain  the  vile 

*  and  feditious  pradices  of  raifing  unjuft  clamours, 

*  and  creating  difcontents  in  the  minds  of  my  peo- 
*ple. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  command,  iliid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*  It  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that 

*  this  Parliament  be  prorogued  to  'Tucfday  the  two 

*  and  twentieth  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here 

*  held  •,    and   this  Parliament  is  accordingly  pro-^ 
'  rogued  to  Tuefday  the  twa  and  twentieth  day  of 

*  July  next. 

ne 
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^he  Unrd  Scffion  of  the  Third  Septennial  Par^ 
liament. 


January  13,  1730. 

HIS  Majcfly  came  this  day  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robes  feated  on 
the  throne  with  the  ufiial  folemnity.  Sir  Charles 
Dalton^  Gentleman-uflier  of  the  Black-rod,  was 
fent  with  a  meflage  from  his  Majefly  to  the  hoirfe 
of  Commons,  commanding  their  attendance  in  the 
houfe  of  Peers  ;  the  Commons  being  come  thither 
accordingly,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  the 
following  moft  gracious  Speech : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  TT  is  with  great  fatisfadlion  i  acquaint  you,  that 

*  X  we  have  at  length  extricated  ourfelves  from 
'  the  many  difficulties  and  inconveniencies  that  at- 
'  tended  the  uncertain  ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe^  by 
'  having  concluded  an  abfolute  peace  with  the  crown 

*  of  Spain. 

'  This  negotiation  hath  been  carried  on,  and  ^^ 
'  niflied,  with  a  perfe6t  union,  harmony,  and  fide- 
'  lity,  between  me  and  my  allies,  with  no  other 

*  view  but  to  prevent  the  niiferies  and  confufion  of 

*  a  war,  which  If  once  kindled  in  Europe^  it  had 
'  been  as  hard  to  know  the  end,  as  to  determine 
'  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  fatal  event. 

*  As  this  alliance  is  built  upon  the  foundation,  and 

*  is  agreeable  to  the  purport  and  intentions  of  for- 

*  mcr  treaties,  without  any  alterations  in  the  prin- 

*  cipal  articles,  but  fuch  as  tend  to  render  more  ef- 
'  feclual,  what  the  contracting  powers  in  the  qua- 
'  druple  alliance  were  before  engaged  to  fee  per- 

*  formed,  it  is  very  juftly  tobe  prefumed,  that  from 

*  this  happy  beginning,  the  great  work,  of  a  gene- 
'  ral  pacitication,  will  foon  he  pv?rfe<5t  and  complcat. 
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*  But  if,  contrary  to  expedation,  and  in  refent- 

<  ment  of  the  prefent  engagements,  any  new  trou- 

*  bles,  altho'  with  little  profpedc  of  fuccef^,  fhould 

*  be  raifed  in  Europe^  to  oppofe  or  difappoint  the 

*  execution  of  them,  I  am  confident  Ifliall  not  want 

*  the  fupport  and  aiTiftance  of  my  Parliament  in  fo 

*  jaft  a  caufe,  which  hath  the  joint  concurrence  of 

*  fo  many  confiderable  powers,  for  the  honour  and 
'  credit  of  the  prefent  meafures,  and  their  united 
'  ftrength,  in  maintenance  of  our  mutual  ftipulations. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  1  can  alTure  you,  that  I  have 

*  made  it  my  firft  care  to  confult  the  immediate  in- 

*  terefts  of  thefe  my  kingdoms,  preferable  to  any 

*  other  confideration,    and  at  the  hazard  of  all 
.  *  other  events. 

'  All  former  treaties  and  conventions  made  with 

*  SpaiHy  in  favour  of  our  trade  and  navigation,  are 
«  renewed  and  confirmed  •,  not  only  a  tree  and  un- 

*  interrupted  exercife  of  our  commerce,  for  the  fu- 
'  ture,  is  reftored,  but  juil  and  ample  reflitution, 

*  and  reparation,  for  unlawful  feizures  and  depre- 

*  dations,  are  exprefly  flipulated  and  agreed  to  ♦,  in 

*  general,   all  rights,   privileges,  and   poiTefiions, 

*  m  any  manner  belonging  to  me  and  my  allies, 

*  are  folemnly  re-  eftabliftied,  confirmed  and  gua- 
-  *  ranteed,    and  not  one  conccflion  is  made  to  th^ 

*  prejudice  of  me  or  my  fubjeds. 

'  By  this  means  a  foundation  is  laid  for  removing 
^  all  former  animofities  and  milunderftandings  be- 
'  tween  the  kingdoms  oi  Great  Eritain^.v\d  Spain  ^ 
'  and  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubted,  but  that  by  a 
^  faithful  execution  of  our  reciprocal  engagements, 

*  apertcdtfrieudlhipbetwlxtthctwonations,  united 
^  by  the  common  ties  of  mutual  intereif,  may  be 

*  more  ilronglyeilabii  Hied  and  cemented  than  ever. 

*  And  that  my  fubjects  m  iglu  reap  the  earlieft  fruits 

*  of  this  advantageous  peace,   1  gave  orders  for  the 

*  immediate.reduaio^iofa  great  number  of  my  land- 

'  forces. 
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*  forces,  and  for  laying  up  and  difcharging  a  great 

*  part  of  my  ftect. 

Gentlemen  of  the  hoitfe  of  Commons^ 
*  This  will  make  aconfiderable  faving  in  the  ex- 
'  pence  of  the  current  year,  and  1  hope  it  v/Ul  give 
'  a  general  fatisfadion  to  my  people,  as  it  is  a 
'  mod  fenfible  pleafure  to  me.  The  proper  cfli- 
'  mates  fliall  be  laid -before  you,  and  I  make  no 
'  doubt  but  you  will  grant  me  the  neceflary  Tup- 
'  plies,  and  enable  me  to  make  good  my  engage- 
'  ments  with  my  allies,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be 

*  moft  effedual  for  the  public  fervice,  and  mofl  eafy 
'  to  your  fellow  fubje6ts. 

'  You  will  fee  by  the  accounts  that  will  be  laid 
*-  before  you,  the  Hate,  produce,  and  application  of 

*  the  finking  fund,  as  far  as  hath  been  hitherto  di- 
'  reded  by  Ad  of  Parliament  •,  and  you  will  not  fail 

*  to  take  into  your  confideration  the  farther  difpofi- 

*  tion  of  the  growing  produce:   You  are  the  beil 

*  judges^  whether  the  circumftances  of  the  finking 

*  fund,  and  of  the  national  debt,  will  as  yet  admit 
'  of  giving  any  eafe,  where  the  duties  are  mofl  grie- 

*  vous.      I  have  the  greateft  regard  for  the  finking 

*  fund,  and  look  with  compaffion  upon  the  hard- 
'  fhips  of  the  poor  artificers  and  manufadurers.  I 
'  leave  it  to  your  determination,  what  may  reafon- 
'  ably   and   with    due  caution  be  done  upon  this 

*  critical  confideration. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  That  we  may  receive  the  natural  advantages  of 

*  our  prefent  fituation,  I  muff,  in  the  ftrongefl  man- 

*  ner  recommend  to  you  a  perfed  unanimity  among 
'  your  felves  •,  fuch  as  may  intirely  defeat  the  hopes 
'  of  our  enemies  both  at  home  and  abroad  :  The 
'  groundlefs  infi^uations,  cavils,  and  clamours  of 

*  fome  few  ill  defigning  perlbns,  to  fhake  the  fceadi- 

*  nefs  of  *"hofe  powers  who  are  already  my  allies,  or 

Vol.  IX.  G  g  to 
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*  to  hinder  others  from  becoming  fo,  will,  by  your 

*  unanimity,  be  rendered  ineffectual ;   and  I  defire 

*  that  the  affedlions  of  my  people  may  be  the  flrengh 

*  of  my  government,  as  their  intereft  has  always  been 
'  the  rule  of  my  a6lions  and  the  objed:  of  my  wiihes. 

^he  humble  addrefs  of  the  right  honourable  the  Lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal  in  Parliament  ajfembled, 

{Trefented  to  his  Majefty  on  Wednefday  the  i^th  of 
January,  1730.) 

Mofl  gracious  Sovereign, 
'  Ty^T^E  y^"^  Majefty's  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal 

*  V  V  fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
<  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return  the 

*  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  your  Majefty's 
,          ^  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

*  We  humbly  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  your 

*  fafe  and  happy  arrival  in  this  kingdom,  and  are 
'  deeply  fenfible,  that  nothing  could  in  any  degree 

*  alleviate  the  lofs  we  muft  ever  fuffer  by  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's  abfence  from  us,  but  the  prudent  and  happy 
^  adminiftration  of  the  government  by  the  Queen,  in 
'  the  m^oft  critical  conjundure  of  affairs,  under  your 
«  Majefty's  authority,  and  by  your  great  example. 

'  We  want  words  to  exprefs  our  joy  and  grati- 

*  tude  in  congratulating  your  Majefty  on  your  hav-  | 

*  ing  concluded  an  ablolute  peace  with  the  crown    ' 
*■  of  Spain;  and  when  we  refied:  upon  the  tender 

*  and  anxious  concern  your  Majefty  has  fhewn,  du- 
'  ring  the  whole  courfe  of  the  late  uncertain  ftate 
'  of  affairs  in  Europe,  we  cannot  but  look  upon  this 

*  happy  event  as  a  public  reward  from  heaven  for 

*  your  Majefty's  love  of  your  people. 

*  The  carneft  defire  of  your  Majefty  to  prevent 

*  the  miferies  and  confufion  unavoidable  in  war,  (the 
'  events  of  which  are  far  removed  from  all  human 
'  forefight,  even  under  the  conduct  of  the  greateft 

'  princes) 
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'  princes)  and  at  the  fame  time  your  ftcadincfs  and 
'  relblution  in  continuing  the  neceilary  prepara- 
'  ti6ns,  joined  with  a  perfe(5l  union  and  mutual  fide- 
'  lity  between  your  Majcily  and  your  allies,  have 

*  at  lail  furmounted  all  difficulties  that  flood  In  the 
'  way  of  our  happinefs. 

*  An  alliance  built  upon  the  foundation  of  former 

*  treaties,  and  rendering  more  efFedlual  what  the  con-* 
'  trading  powers  in  the  quadruple  alliance  were  be- 
'  fore  obliged  to  perform  •,  the  confirming  all  for- 

*  mer  conventions  made  with  Spain  in  favour  of  our 

*  trade  ;  the  flipulating  a  juft  and  ample  reflitution 

*  and  reparation  for  unlawful  feizures  and  depreda- 

*  tions ;  and  in  general,  the  re-eflablifhment  and 

*  guaranty  of  all  rights,  privileges  and  poflefTions 
'  in  any  manner  belonging  to  your  Majefly,  or  your 

*  allies,  without  any  concefTion  being  made  to  the 

*  prejudice  of  your  Majefly,  or  your  fubjeds,  are 
'  conditions  intirely  agreeable  to  the  true  interefl  of 
'  Great  Britain^  equal  even  to  thofe  we  might  have 

*  expedted  after  a  profperous  war,  as  the  fruits  of 

*  vidories,  if  your  Majefly's  unwearied  labours  for 
'  peace  had  been  unfucccfsful. 

*  We  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe,  that  a 
'  general  pacification  will  be  the  co.dequence  of  this 
'  happy  beginning;  for  your  Majefly,  having  noam- 

*  bition  but  to  defend  the  honour  and  rights  of  this 

*  nation,  to  fee  our  trade  flourifh,  and  to  reign  over 

*  a  happy  and  willing  people,  is  ever  averfe  to  war  : 

*  And,  on  the  other  fide,  fo  jufl  a  caufe,  fupported 

*  by  the  united  flrength  of  fo  many  confiderable  al- 

*  lies,  joined  in  interefl  for  the  tranquillity  o'i Europe, 

*  will  incline  other  powers  to  peace.  This,  we  hope, 

*  will  produce  an  univerlal  approbation  of  the  pre- 

*  fent  engagements.  But  as  your  Majefty's  firfl  care 
*-  has  been  to  confult  the  immediate  interefls  of  thefe 
'  your  kingdoms,  preferable  to  any  other  confide- 
'  rations,  and  at  the  hazard  of  all  other  events  •,  if, 

*  contrary  to  expedation,  and  in  refentment  of  thefe 

G  g  2  *  mealures, 
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'  meafures,  any  new  troubles  fhould  be  raifed  in 

'  Europe^  to  oppofe  or  difappoint  the  execution  of 

*  them,  the  fame  juft ice,  gratitude,  and  honour, 
'  which  have  hitherto  influenced  us,  muft:  make  us 

<  exert  ourfeives  to  the  utmoit  to  fupport  and  aflift 

<  your  Majefty. 

'  Your  Majefty,  by  the  immediate  reduiSlion  oFa 
^  great  number  of  your  land  forces,  and  the  laying 
*^  up  a  great  part  of  the  fleet,  has  fhewed  how  un- 
^  willing  you  were  to  fuffer  any  time  to  intervene 
«   between  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and  letting 

*  your  fubjects  fee  the  happy  effecfts  of  it.  This  lays 

*  the  ftrongeft  obligation  upon  us  to  place  the  grea- 
'  ter  truft  and  confidence  in  your  Majefty,  when 

*  we  find  by  experience,  that  our  military  prepa- 

*  rations  are  made  only  when  the  public  necefllties 
'  call  upon  your  Majefty  to  defend  your  kingdoms, 
'  and  are  laid  afide  the  very  inftant  that  our  fafety 
'  will  admit  of  it. 

'  The  unanimity  among  ourfeives,  which  your 

*  Majefty  is  gracioufly  plealed  to  recommend  to  us, 

*  is  one  of  the  leaft  returns  we  ought  to  make  for 

*  thefe  bleflings  procured  for  us :  your  Majefty  has 

*  compleated  the  wifties  of  all  your  good  fubje6ls,- 

*  and  the  dcfpair  of  the  bad  :  You  have  obviated  all 
'  the  groundlefs  cavils^  and  clamours,  which  even 
'  malice  itfelf  could  invent  -,  lb  that  the  infinua- 

*  tions  of  any  confiderable  remnant  of  fadlion, 

*  which  may  be  yet  in  being,  will  have  as  litde 
'  appearance  of  veracity  abroad,  as  of  duty,  loyal- 
*■  ty,  or  love  of  their  country,  at  home  •,  and  will 

*  ferve  only  to  excite  us  all  to  acl  with  the  greateft 

*  zeal  and  harmony,  fo  as  to  make  your  govern- 

*  ment  as  eafy  and  happy  for  your  Majefty,  as  it  is 

*  for  us. 


His 
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His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwer. 

My  Lords, 

1  Thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  Icyal  addrefs,  I  douht  Th=  King' 
not  but  myfvhje^s  %mll  reap  great  advantage  from  ^"^'^'^* 
the  treaty  concluded  with  Spain  ;  and  a  faithful  exe- 
cution of  all  that  isfiipulated  -in  their  favour^  fhall  be 
my  principal  care  •,  to  which  nothing  will  contribute 
more  effeffually^  than  the  flrong  and  affe^ionate  affu- 
ranees  you  give  tne  of  your  fupport  and  o.ffiflance^  in 
cafe  any  powers  fhould,^  in  refentment  of  the  meafures  I 
have  taken^  endeavour  to  raife  new  troubles. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  to 
the  King. 

{Prefented  to  his  Majefly  on  Thurfday  the  15th  of 
January,  ly^o.) 

Mofl  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  Til  7 E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyail 
'  V  V  fubjecSts,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  m 
'  Parliament  affembled,   return    your  Majefty  our 

*  moft  humbJc  thanks  far  your  moft  gracious  fpeech 
'  from  the  throne. 

'  We  cannot  omit  taking  this  firft  opportunity  to 
-*  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  your  happy  return 
'  into  thcie  kino;doms  :  The  juft  and  prudent  admi- 
-*  niftrationofthc government, during yourMajefty's 

*  abfence,  by  the  queen  your  royal  confort,  ruling  by 
'  your  autjiority,  and  governing  by  your  example, 
'  could  alone  compenfate  for  the  want  of  your  royal 

*  prefence  and  aufpicious  influence  among  us. 

'  The  welcome  news  of  your  Majefty's  having 

*  concluded  an  abfolute  peace  with  the  crov/n  of 
•'  Spain,,  effected  by  a  perfedl  union,   harmony  and 

*  fidelity  between  your  Majefty  and  your  allies,  fill- 
5  ed  the  hearts  of  all  your  good  people  with  inex- 

G  g  3  '  prelTible 
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*  prefTible  joy  and  fatisfa6lion  ;  and  we  lliould  be 

*  wanting  in  duty  to  your  Majefty,  in  juflice  to  our- 
'  felves,  and  not  anfwer  theexpedlations  ofthofe  we 

*  reprefent,  if  we  did  not  approach  your  Majefty 
'  upon  this  happy  occafion  with  hearts  full  of  duty 
'  and  gratitude,  and  with  the  ftrongeft  acknowledg- 
'  ments  of  your  Majefty's  goodnefs,  wifdom  and  re- 
'  folution  ;  your  wifdom  and  refolution,  in  not  fuf- 
'  fering  yourfeif  to  be  diverted  by  any  falfe  and 
'  malicious  clamours  and  infinuations,  from  fteadi- 
'  ly  purfuing  the  great  and  defirable  work  of  giving 

*  peace  to  your  people  •,  your  goodnefs,  in  confult- 

*  ing  the  immediate  interefts  of  thefe  your  king- 
'  doms,  preferable  to  all  other  confiderations,  and 
'  at  the  hazard  of  all  other  events. 

'  This  muft  convince  the  world  of  your  Majefty's 

*  paternal  care  and  tender  regard  for  your  Britijh 

*  dominions.whenwe  fee  all  former  treaties  made  in 

*  favour  of  our  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  the  fecu- 

*  rity  of  the  rights,  privileges  and  poffeflions  belong- 

*  ing  to  your  Majefty,  renewed  and  confirmed  ^  when 
'  we  fee  the  crown  of  Spain  under  nev/  and  frefh  ob- 

*  ligations  to  your  Majefty,   not  only  to  permit  to 

*  your  fubjeds  a  free  and  uninterrupted  exercife  of 

*  their  trade  and  commerce  for  the  future,  but  to 

*  make  juft  and  ample  reftitution  and  reparation  for 
'  all  former  unlav/ful  leizures  and  depredations. 

'  The  gxtenfion  of  former  engagements,  without 

*  any  m.aterial  alterations  in  the  principal  articles  from 

*  the  purport  and  intentions  of  former  treaties,  in 
'  order  to  obtain  thefe  great  and  truly  valuable  ad- 

*  vantages,  Vv^ithout  one  conceffion  made  to  the  pre- 

*  judice  of  your  Majefty,  or  your  fubjedls,  is  a  con- 

*  fideration  that  to  rejed  had  been  lofing  the  faireft 
*•  opportunity  to  recover  the  ancient  freedom  and  li- 
*•  berty  of  trade  and  commerce  to  thefe  kingdoms  ; 

*  and  not  faithfully  to  fulfil  and  execute  what  is  fti- 

*  pulated  on  your  Majefty's  part  to  fecure  a  recipro- 
^  cal  performance  from  your  Majefty's  allies,  of  the 

'  engage- 
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'  engagements  they  have  entered  into,  would  be  a- 
'  bandoning  the  particular  interefts  and  properties 
'  of  your  Majefty's  tradiiig  fubjcdis,  and  to  expofc 
'  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  nation,  to  all  the 
'  hazards  and  inc^Ttainties  which  they  have  fu  long 
'  laboured  uider. 

'  Thefc  blefllngs  fecured  to  us,  will  fufficiently 

*  compenface  all  inconveniencies  thai  can  aitend  the 
'  performance  of  your  M.ijcily's  engagements  :.  And 
'  as  it  is  jufdy  to  be  prefuiqecl,-  (hat  a  general  pacifi- 
'  cation  and  tranquillity  inEarope^  will  be  the  confe- 
'  quence  of  the  prefent  treaty,  the  profpc^dl  ot  feeing 
'  this  foon  compleat  and  perfe6led,  adds  greatly  to 
'  our  fatisfaclion. 

'  But  if,  contrary  to  cxpedlation,  and  in  refent- 
'  ment  to  your  Majefty's  juft  and  prudent  meafures, 
'  any  nev/  troubles  Ihould  be  raifed  in  Europe^  to 

*  oppofe  or  difappoint  the  execution  of  the  prefent 
*•  engagements,  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  by  the 

*  flrongeil  ties  of  duty,  affedlion  and  gratitude,  to 

*  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  ftand  by  and 
'  fupport  your  Majefty  againft  all  infults  and  indig- 
'  nities  that  fhall  be  offered  to  your  Majefty,  and 
'  that  we  will  enable  you  to  make  good  your  en- 
'  gagements  with  your  allies. 

'  The  immediate  reduction  of  fo  confiderable  a 

*  part  of  your  forces  by  fea  and  land,  upon  the  firft 

*  notice  of  the  confirmation  of  the  peace,  is  another 

*  inftance  of  your  Majefty's  care  and  attention  to  the 
'  cafe  and  welfare  of  your  people;  and  the  recom- 
'  mending  to  our  consideration  the  ftate  of  the  fink- 

*  ing  fund,  in  fo  gracious  and  condefcending  a  man- 

*  ner,  obliges  us  to  proceed  with  all  poftible  caution 

'  and  prudence  in  an  affair  of  that  nicety  and  im-      \ 
'  portance,  where  the  earlier  difcharge  of  the  na- 

*  tional  debt  on  one  hand,  and  the  hardihips  ot  the 

*  poor  artificers  and  manufadturers  on  the  other,  re- 
'  quire  the  greateft  regard,  and  defcrve  the  moft 

*  mature  deliberation. 

G  g  4  '  Froni 
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*  From  a  due  fenfe  of  thefe  many  proofs  of  your 
'  Majefty 's  unwearied  endeavours  to  confult  the  hap- 

*  pinefs  of  your  people,  we  think  ourfelves  obliged 

*  to  aflure  yourMajefty,  that  this  houfe  will,  by  the 
'  befl  and  moft  eafy  methods,  effedually  raife  the 
^  neceflary  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
'  year ;  and  by  a  proper  zeal  and  concern  for  the 

*  honour  of  your  Majefty,  the  public  tranquillity, 

*  and  the  good  of  your  people,  defeat  the  vain  ex- 
'  pedlation  of  fuch  ill-defigning  perfons,  who  may 

*  flatter  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  being  able,  by 

*  groundlefs  infinuations,  cavils,  and  clamours,  to 
'  fhake  the  fbeadinefs  of  thofe  powers  who  are  al- 

*  ready  allies  to  your  Majclly,  or  to  hinder  others 
'  from  becoming  fo.' 

His  Majelly's  mofi  gracious  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Re  turn  you  my  thanks  for  this  very  affeElionate  and 
loyal  addrefs.  The  ajfurances  you  have  given  me^ 
and  the  flip-port  of  my  Parliament  in  enabling  me  to 
make  good  my  engagements  with  my  allies .^  will,  Ipra- 
mife  myfelf^  greatly  contribute  towards  fettling  the  ge- 
neral pacification  ^/Europe. 

Tou  m^ay  be  afured,  that  the  confidence  you  repofe 
in  me  fh all  never  he  made  ufe  of  but  for  prefer ving  the 
public  tranquillity,  for  maintaining  the  rights  and  in- 
ter efis  of  my  people,  and  in  vindication  of  my  honour 
mtd  dignity. 


Tke 
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The  Lords  Protejts  in  this  Scffio?i  of  Parliament, 

I.  On  the  treaty  of  peace,  union,  and  friendfhip, 
between  Great  'Britain^  France^  and  Spain^  con- 
cJuded  at  Seville  on  the  9th  of  November^  1729. 

Die  Mart  is  27  Jayniarii  1729. 

THE  houfe  (according  to  order)  proceeded  to 
take  into  farther  confideration  the  treaty  of 
peace,  union  and  friendfhip,  lateJy  concluded  at 
Seville  •,  and  the  fame  was  read  by  the  clerk,  as  was 
alfo  the  fifth  article  of  the  quadruple  alliance. 

Moved  to  refolve.  That  the  agreement  in  the 
treaty  of  Seville  to  effeduatc  the  introdudtion  of 
Spaniffj  troops  into  'Tufcany  and  Parma^  is  a  mani- 
feft  violation  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  quadruple  al- 
liance, tends  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  dangerous 
and  expenfive  war,  and  to  deftroy  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe, 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  faid 
motion,  and  it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Content    31. 
Not  Content    86. 

Moved  to  rf  folve,  That  our  right  of  fovereignty, 
dominion,  poffelTion,  and  propriety  to  Gibraltar  and 
the  ifland  of  Mi^torca^  is  not  afcertained  by  the  trea- 
ty of  Seville^  fo  as  to  extinguifli  the  claims  and  pre- 
tenfions  fet  up  by  the  Spaniards^  which  were  follow- 
ed by  an  actual  fiege,  fince  the  celTion  of  thofe  va- 
luable places  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereon,  and 
it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 


Content    31. 
Not  Content  85, 


Moved 
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Moved  to  refolve,  That  the  flipulations  in  the 
treaty  of  Seville  for  repairing  the  lofTes  of  our  mer- 
chants, are  inflifHcient  and  precarious. 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon,  it 
was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Content  30 

Not  Content     7  a 

Then  it  was  propofed  to  refolve,  That  the  treaty 
of  peace,  union  and  friendfhip,  "Concluded  di  Seville 
on  the  9th  oi  November  laft,  doth  contain  all  ne- 
ceiTary  flipulations  for  maintaining  and  fecuring 
the  honour,  dignity,  rights  and  pofTtlTions  of  the 
crov/n;  and  that  all  due  care  is  taken  therein  for  . 
the  fiipport  of  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  re- 
pairing the  lofles  fufiered  by  the  merchants. 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon, 
and  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Biffentient.^ 

BEcaufe  we  think  this  queftion,  from  the  debate, 
as  well  as  from  the  import  of  the  queftion  it- 
felf,  was  defigned  as  a  jailifi cation  of  the  whole  trea-  ' 
ty,  which  appears  to  us  neither  to  be  folid,  honour- 
able nor  advantageous  for  the  foilov;ing  reafons. 

1.  Becaufe  we  know  not  whether  all  the  treaties 
and  conventions  concluded  between  England  and 
'^pain^  may  be,  inevery  article  of  them,  fo  beneficial  to 
us,  as  to  be  fit  to  be  again  confirmed  and  renewed. 

2.  Becaule,  as  we  think  it  extremely  difiicult  to 
examine,  with  requifite  nicety,  how  advantageous 
every  treaty  and  convention  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spdin^  may  be  to  us ;  fo  v/e  think  it  abfurd  to 
pretend  to  judge  of  any  future  agreement,  and  there- 
fore we  think  it  very  extraordinary,  and  apprehend 
it  may  be  of  very  ill  confequence,  to  be  bound  as  we 
are  by  this  treaty,  to  ratify  and  guaranty  whatever 

agree- 
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agreement  fhall  be  made  between  the  King  o^Spain^ 
and  D'-ikes  of  Tufciwy  and  Panna^  concerning  the 
garrifons  once  efiabliihed  in  their  countries. 

3.  Becaufe  the  obligation  on  our  merchants  to 
make  proof  of  the  juitice  of  their  demands  for  their 
lofles,  at  the  court  of  Spaitiy  is,  in  our  opinion,  an 
hard  (hip  upon  them,  and  not  honourable  for  the 
nation  •, .  and  we  are  perfuaded  thofe  unfortunate 
gentlemen  will  undertake  fo  troublefome  and  ex- 
penfive  a  journey  with  the  lefs  chearfulnefs,  becaufe 
they  may  fear  their  claims  are  not  unlikely  to  be 
counterbalanced  by  others  from  the  Spaniards-^  and 
after  all,  they  have  only  the  (lender  comfort  of 
hoping  (if  they  think  there  is  even  any  room  for 
them  to  hope)  to  get  that  redrefs  by  commifTaries, 
which  they  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  obtain 
by  ^plenipotentiaries. 

4.  Becaufe  we  are  obliged  to  a(ri(l  in  effe6luating 
the  introduction  of  fix  thoufand  Spanijh  troops  into 
the  towns  of  'Tufcany  and  Parma^  without  fpecify- 
ing  the  methods  we  are  to  take,  or  charge  we  are 
to  be  at,  in  giving  that  a(riftance ;  fo  that,  for 
ought  we  know,  we  may  be  liable  to  an  endlefs 
trouble,  and  unlimited  expence,  to  compafs  what, 
if  effedled,  cannot,  in  our  opinion,  be  of  any  ad- 
vantge  to  us,  but,  as  we  fear,  may  prove  moft  pre- 
judicial and  dedruclive. 

5.  Becaufe  we  oblige  ourfelves  to  guaranty  for 
ever,  not  only  to  Don  Carlos^  but  even  to  all  his 
fucceflbrs,  the  right  to,  and  pofTefTion  of,  the  fbates 
of  Tufcany  and  Parma^  which  we  think  is  a  ilipu- 
lation  of  fo  extenfive  a  nature,  that  we  can  hardly 
fee  we  are  ever  like  to  be  exempted  from  the  dis- 
putes and  quarrels  it  may,  too  probably,  draw  upon 
us. 

6.  Be- 
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6.  Becaufe  this  treaty  differ^s  from  the  Quadruple 
Alliance,  upon  which  it  is  pretended  to  be  chiefly 
founded,  in  fome  points  that  feemed  to  be  thought 
eflential  by  ourfelves,  as  well  as  by  the  Kings  of 
France  and  Spain^  as  far  as  we  can  judge  by  the  fti- 
pulations  of  former  alliances,  particularly  in  that  of 
introducing  «S/^;7i/^  troops,  inftead  of  neutral,  into 
Tufc any  znd  Parma ^  and  by  ftipulating  that  thofe 
troops  fhall  remain  there  till  Don  Carles  and  his 
fuccefTors  are  fecure  and  exempt  from  all  events  ; 
which,  from  the  nature  and  extent  of  human  fore- 
fight,  we  think  the  warmeft  advocates  for  the  treaty 
muft  allow,  is,  in  effed,  to  fay,  they  are  to  remain  ^ 
there  for  ever.  i 

7.  Becaufe  the  alterations  in  this  treaty,  from  that 
of  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  are  made,  not  only  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  Emperor,  but  as  v/e  fear,  he 
will  interpret  it  (fince  he  has  not  the  complinaent 
paid  him  of  being  invited  into  it)  almofl  in  defiance 
of  him;  and  if  this  treatment  of  him  fhould  unr 
happily  alienate  his  friendfliip  from  us,  we  think  we 
fhould,  as  good  Englifiraen^  have  great  reafbn  to  Jar 
ment  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  ancient,  powerful  and  faiths 
ful  ally.         ^ 

8.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  there  is  an  artful  omif- 
fjon  throughout  the  whole  treaty,  of  any  plain  and 
exprefs  ftipulation,  to  fecure  us  our  right  to  Gibral- 
tar 2indi  Minorca^  which,  however  willing  we  are  to 
attribute  it  rather  to  the  fuperior  fkill  of  the  Spanijh 
managers,  than  to  any  want  of  f  e.al  for  their  coun- 
try in  our  own,  is  an  error  that  we  "fear  will  leave 
our  pojGTefTion  of  thofe  important  places  too  liable  to 
future  cavils ;  and  we  think  the  Spaniards  could  not, 
with  the  leaft  plaufible  pretence  of  reafon,  have  re- 
fufed  to  afcertain  our  indubitable  right  to  them  in 
as  flrong  and  as  explicit  terms  as  we  have  declared  our- 
felves guarantees  of  the  right,  pofTeirion,  tranquillity, 

and 
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and  quiet  of  the  Italian  dominions  allotted  to  Don 
Carlos  and  his  fuccefibrs  •,  lince  vft  have  had  the 
complaifance  ro  admit  the  Spaniards^  to  difcufs 
their  pretenfions  for  the  reftirution  of  the  fliips 
taken  in  the  year  1718,  tho'  their  right  to  that 
compenfation  was  as  efiedually  fecured  to  them, 
as  it  can  be  pretended  ours  is  to  Gibraltar  and  M- 
norca^  by  thofe  general  words  that  renew  and 
confirm  all  former  treaties. 

9.  Bdcaufe  his  Majefty  himfelf,  by  hrs  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  feems  not  intirely  free  from  ap- 
prehenfions  of  new  troubles  being  dill  likely  to 
arife  in  Europe^  even  in  refentment  of  theprcfent 
engagements  -,  and  if  he  thought  this  peace  had 
fettled  the  public  tranquillity  upon  a  lafting  foun- 
dation, we  are  confident  his  paternal  goodnefs 
would  have  inclined  him,  by  a  farther  redudion  of 
troops,  to  have  given  more  eafe  to  his  people,  who 
have  long  groaned  under  the  heavy  burden  of  taxes 
almoft  infupportable,  andof  a  large  ftandingarmy, 
and  have  had  all  their  grievances  increafed,  by  a 
pernicious  interruption,  of  late,  of  that  flouriihing 
commerce,  without  which  they  can  neither  be 
happy  at  home,  nor  refpedted  abroad. 

10.  Becaufe  it  appears  to  us,  after  themoft  ma- 
ture confideration  of  all  particulars,  that  we  are 
much  farther  obliged  than  we  were  before,  and  than, 
we  think,  we  ever  ought  to  be,  to  meddle  indif- 
putes  about  territories  at  a  great  diftance  from  us,  and 
in  which  our  national  intercft  feems  no  way  concern- 
ed ;  and  fince  one  of  the  principal  contracting  parties 
in  thatallianceupon  Vv^hich  this  is  built,  is  not  only  lefc 
out  of  it,  but,  aswe  think  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
extremely  difobliged  by  it;  and  fince  it  feems im- 
poflible  to  make  the  introdudlion  q{ Sp an ifij  troops 
into  Tufcany  and  Parma,  even  by  the  mo^preijail" 
ing  application  we  can  ufe,  confilknt  with  the  dig^ 

nity 
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nity  and  quiet  of  thofe  princes,  whofe  towns  they 
are  to  garrifon  ;  we  own  ourlelves,  upon  the  whole, 
uncapable  of  difcerning  either  the  equity  or  policy 
of  this  treaty,  which,  we  fear,  will  not  enable  us, 
either  to  get  reftored  what  we  have  loft,  or  long  to 
preferve  quiet  and  undifturbed  what  we  yet  polTefs  •, 
and,  which  we  fear,  inftead  of  extricating  us  out  of 
thofe  difficulties  that  we  have  of  late  been  involved 
in,  and  which  have  been  owing,  in  a  great  meafure, 
in  our  judgment,  to  the  incapacity  of  thofe  niinifters 
by  whofe  counfels  we  have  been  entangled  in  a  la- 
byrinth of  unnecefTary,  if  not  prejudicial  treaties 
and  engagements,  will  probably  be  the  melancholly 
occafion  of  frefli  difturbances,  and  bring  upon  us, 
already  too  much  impoverifhed,  the  mifery  and 
confujion  of  a  war  ;  which^  if  once  kindled^  we  are 
convinced  it  will  be  as  difficult  to  know  the  end^  as  to 
determine  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  fatal  event. 


Scarfdale^ 

Boyky 

Warrington^ 

"ithanety 

Plymouth^ 

BriftoU 

Brucey 

Abington^ 

Bedford, 

Folejy 

Middleton, 

HuntinMony 

Northampton^ 

Gower^ 

Willoughhy  de  Broke, 

Aylesfordy 

Coventry^ 

Oxford  3.nd  Mortimer^ 

Beauforty 

Batbuft, 

Montjoy^ 

Angkfey, 

Straffordy 

Bridgewater, 

II.  On  the  Motion  far  reading  the  Mutiny  Bill,  &c. 

Die  LtWce,   16  Martii,  1729. 

THE  houfe  being  moved  that  the  bill  intitled 
An  a^  for  punifioing  mutiny  and  defertion,  and 
for  the  better  payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters, 
be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday  next. 

The  fame  was  objected  to,  and  a  nearer  day  be- 
ing propofcd, 

After 
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After  debate,  the  queftion  pas  put.  Whether  the 
fiiid  bill  Ihoiild  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday 
next  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Content ig 

■r\'tT     X-      li  Not  Content 28 

Dijjenticnt. 

BEcaule  we  conceive  that  the  confideratioii  of 
the  itate  of  the  nation,  which  is  appointed  for 
next  Thurfday^  ought  rather  to  precede,  than  foJlov/- 
that  deliberation,  which  will  naturally  arife  upon 
the  bill  of  mutiny  and  defertion  %  concerning  the 
keeping  up,  in  time  of  peace,  a  flanding  army,  an 
the  method  of  governing  that  army,  if  any  fliould 
be  judged  requifite  ;  which  is  a  fubjedl  of  fuch  in> 
portance,  that  we  think  hardly  any  thing  of  more 
moment  can  fall  under  our  confideration,  or  that 
more  requires  the  cleareil  light  that  can  be  had,  in 
order  to  form  a  judgment  upon  it,  not  unworthy  a 
Briiijh  houfe  of  Peers,  zealous  for  that  freedom 
which  has  been  delivered  down  to  them  from  their 
anceftors. 

Strafford^  Ahington^      Fdey^ 

"Northamptony     Aylesford^     Beauforty 

Hereford^  Boyh\  Oxford  and  Mortimer. 

III.  On  the  motion  to  addrefs  for  a  liji  ofpenjions. 

BieJoviSy   19  Mar  tit  ^  1729. 

TH  E  houfe  being  moved,  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majeily,  That  he 
will  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  houfe,  a  lift  of  all  penlions  payable  by 
the  crown  : 

And  a  queftion  being  ftarted  thereupon,  the  pre- 
vious queftion  was  pur,  Whether  that  queftion  Ihail 
be  now  put  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Content 30  7-«-/r     ^-      ^» 

Not  Content  B3  D'jjennent, 
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Dijfentient* 
I.  TiEcaufe  we  think  this  queftion  ought  to  have 
13  been  put,  and  pad  in  the  affirmative,  fince 
no  inftance  could  be  given,  that  the  lift  of  penfions 
was  denied,  when  called  for  by  either  houfe  of  Par- 
liament 5  and  we  cannot  imagine  there  can  ever  be 
a  more  proper  time  to  addrefs  to  the  crown  for  that 
lift  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe,  than  when  they  are 
to  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  a  bill,  which  is 
calculated  ,to  prevent  the  members  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  for  the  future,  from  fitting  or  voting 
under  any  undue  influence. 

2.  Becaufe  we  conceive  the  refufal  of  complying 
with  this  queftion,  will  be  mifinterpreted  without 
doors,  whether  the  bill  fhall  pafs,  or  be  rejefted  : 
For,  in  one  cafe,  it  will  give  juft  reafon  to  believe 
the  lift  of  penfions  was  filled  with  members  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  -,  and  though  this  houfe  would 
concur  to  prevent  the  evil,  they  were  tender  of  ex- 
pofing  the  names  of  particular  perfons  •,  in  the  other 
cafe,  it  would  raife  a  jealoufy,  that  there  were  too 
many  members  of  this  houfe  who  were  upon  that 
lift,  which  afperfion  ought,  as  we  conceive,  to  have 
been  obviated  by  producing  thofe  lifts,  and  making 
them  public  j  as  in  former  times  has  been  frequently 
done. 


Berk/hire, 

Aylesfordy 

Litchfield^ 

Coventry^ 

Beaufort^ 

Straffordy 

Ahiiigton^ 

Bathurfty 

Hereford^ 

Oxford  and  Mor- 

Thanety 

Gozv^r. 

timevy 

Foley^ 

IV. 
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IV.  On  the  qtieftion  for  rcje^ing  the  penfion-hilU  ^^id 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  mutiny-hill, 

'Die  Sabhati  21  Martii^  1729. 

TJTOdie  2  da  vice  I e^  a  efi  hill  a  ^  in  titled.  An  aH  for 
making  more  effetlual  the  laws  in  heingy  for  dif- 
ahli77g  p  erf ons  from  heing  chofen  memhers^  or  fitting  or 
voting  in  thehoufe  of  Commons ^  who  have  any  penjion, 
during  pie  a  fur  e^  or  for  any  number  of  years  ^  or  any 
offices  h olden  in  truft  for  them^  by  obliging  all  perfons 
hereafter  to  be  chofen^  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in 
Parliament y  to  take  the  oath  therein  mentioned, 

Propofcd  to  commit  the  bill. 

After  long  debate  thereupon,  the  queftion  was 
put,  Whether  this  bill  fhall  be  committed  ?  It  was 
reiblved  in  the  negative. 

Content  3 T. 
Not  Content  16. 

Dijfentient.^ 
I  .T>  Ecaufe  all  objedlons  againft  particular  claufes 
\_y  or  exprefTions  in  the  bill,  would  have  been 
regularly  the  fubjeds  of  debate  in  a  committee,  and 
might  have  been  removed,  if  it  ihould  have  appear- 
ed necelTary,  by  making  fuch  amendments  to  the 
bill,  as  the  wifdom  of  the  houfe  fhould  have  thought 
proper. 

2.  Becaufe  we  conceive  the  general  defign  of  this 
bill  to  be  highly  reafonable,  and  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance tp  the  conftitution  of  Parliamenis,  and  are 
therefore  extremely  concerned,  it  fhould  not  receive 
even  the  countenance  of  a  commitment,  when  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  who  alone  would  have  been 
immediately  affefled  by  it,  had  pafTed  it,  and,  as  we 
apprehend,  with  fo  much  regard  to  their  country, 
Dnd  fo  much  honour  to  themfelves. 

Vol.  IX.  H  h  ct. 
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3.  Becaufe  this  bill  does,  in  effedl,  enadb  nothing 
new,  fince  it  only  enforces  the  obfervation,  and  pre- 
vents the  evafions  of  former  laws,  which  were  judged 
neceffary  for  the  public  good,  by  fo  many  Parlia- 
ments, and  which  we  do  not  apprehend,  that  our  ex- 
perience fince  has  given  us  reafon  to  look  upon  as 
lefs  neceflary  for  the  fame  purpofes  at  this  time. 
By  one  of  thefe  laws,  no  perfon  who  has  a  penfion 
from  the  crown  during  pleafure,  can  fit  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons  •,  but  the  effedl  of  this  law  was,  or 
might  have  been  evaded  in  a  great  meafure,  by  grants 
of  penfions  for  certain  terms  of  years,  whereof  we 
prefume  that  examples  have  not  been  wanting.  To 
remedy,  or  prevent  this  abufe,  it  was  ena(5led  by 
another  law,  that  no  perfon  who  enjoys  a  penfion 
from  the  crown  for  any  number  of  years,  ihall  fit 
in  the  houfe  of  Comm.ons,  under  certain  penalties 
therein  mentioned  ;  but  the  efFed  of  this  law  like- 
wife  is,  or  may  be,  intirely  evaded  feveral  ways.  It 
is,  or  may  be,  evaded,  by  giving  occafional  gratui- 
ties, or  making  annual  prelents,  which  will  not  be 
conftrued  to  fall  under  the  denomination  of  penfions, 
and  which  are  known  in  their  nature,  and  mud  be 
in  their  effed,  manifeilly  the  fame.  It  is,  or  may 
be  evaded  alfo,  by  the  difficulty  of  difcovering  and 
convicling  thofe  who  prefume  to  break  it,  fince 
there  is  ground  to  believe,  by  what  has  happened 
lately  in  this  houfe,  as  well  as  on  fome  other  occa- 
fions,  that  the  Commons  would  find  it  difficult  to 
obtain  thefe  accounts,  which  can  alone  fhew  what 
penfions  are  paid  to  particular  pcrfons.  We  obferve 
farther,  that  by  the  lav/s  now  in  force,  all  thofe  who 
hold  certain  offices  therein  fpecified,  as  well  as  all 
thofe  who  hold  any  offices  ere6led  fince  that  time, 
are  made  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  that  whofoever  accepts  of  any  office  or 
employment  under  the  crown,  cannot  fit  in  that  houfe 
till  he  has  been  re-ele(5led.  Now,  it  appears  to  us,, 
that  all  thofe  good  and  laudable  provifions,    may 

be 
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be  rendered  ufelefs  ;  that  the  houfe  of  Commons 
may  be  filled  with  perfons  who  are  by  law  inca- 
pable of  fitting  there,  that  the  ele<ftors  may  be  de- 
prived of  that  reafonable  option  which  the  law 
has  given,  whether  they  will  truil  the  fame  pcrfoa 
to  reprefent  them  after  he  has  accepted  an  employ- 
ment, whom  they  ele(5i:ed  to  reprefent  them  when  he 
had  none;  and  that  all  this  may  be  effeded  by  the 
fingle  expedient  of  getting  an  office  or  employment 
to  be  held  by  Ibme  perfon  who  is  not  a  member  of 
tht  houfe  of  Commons,  in  trull  for  one  who  is. 
We  Ihall  not  determine  on  public  fame,  or  private 
fufpicion,  whether  all,  or  fome  of  thefe  abufes  and 
evafions  of  fo  many  a6ls  of  Parliament  have  pre- 
vailed, or  not  •,  but  fince  it  is  evident,  that  they  may 
be  eafily  introduced  under  a  corrupt  adminiftration, 
we  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  a  law  which  would  pre- 
vent them  as  effedlually,  as  we  believe  the  bill  fent 
up  by  the  Commons  would  have  done,  could  not 
have  met  with  too  great  encouragement  from  this 
houfe,  nor  have  been  pafied  too  foon. 

4.  Becaufe  it  appears  to  us;  that  the  arguments 
againft  this  bill,  drawn  from  the  necelTity  or  expedi- 
ency of  preferving  an  influence  to  the  crown,  by  the 
power  of  rewarding,  are  either  not  at  all  to  the  pre- 
fent  purpofe,  or  elfe  are  applied  to  prove,  that  an 
influence  guarded  againfl:  by  fo  many  folemn  adls 
of  Parliament,  fliould  be  admitted  by  the  connivance 
of  Parliament.  And  we  think  it  would  be  much 
more  for  the  honourof  this  houfe,  if  thefe  arguments 
were  of  real  weight,  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  them, 
diredlly  to  repeal  the  laws  above-mentioned,  than 
by  rejedting  a  bill  defigned  to  render  thofe  laws 
efte(5lual,  to  feem,  as  we  apprehend,  to  approve  all 
the  evafions  of  them  which  have  been,  or  can  be 
invented,  or  put  in  pradlice. 

Hh  2  /?. 
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5.  Becaufe  we  think,  that,  altho'  this  bill  tends 
to  reftrain  any  illegal  and  dangerous  influence  over 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  yet  it  leaves  fuch  an  influ- 
ence intire  to  the  crown,  as  will  appear  at  leaftfuf- 
flcient,  when  we  conflder,  that  there  are  in  the  pre- 
fent  houfe  of  Commons  hiirdly  lefs  than  two  hun- 
dred members  who  hold  fuch  offices  and  employ- 
ments under  the  crown,  as  would  have  continued  to 
be  tenable  by  them,  if  this  bill  had  paflfed,  and  even 
the  power  of  granting  penfions  for  life  to  members 
of  Parliament  openly,  would  have  ftill  remained  in 
the  crown. 

6.  Becaufe,  fliridlly  fpeaking,  all  influence  over 
either  houfe  of  Parliament,  except  that  which  arifes 
from  a  fenfe  of  thofe  duties  we  owe  to  our  King, 
and  to  our  country,  are  improper  ;  and  the  particu- 
lar influence  which  this  bill  was  intended  to  prevent, 
are  not  only  improper,  but  may,  and  naturally 
mufl:,  in  courfe  of  time,  become  extremely  perni- 
cious, both  to  the  crown  and  to  the  people.  For 
firfl:,  altho'  this  influence  appears  to  be  that  of  the 
crown,  it  may  becomp  virtually  that  of  the  miniflier, 
and  be  applied  to  deceive  the  Prince,  as  well  as  to 
opprefs  the  people-,  if  ever  acorruptminifl:er  fhould 
have  the  difpofition  of  places,  and  the  difl:ribution 
of  penfions,  gratuities  and  rewards,  he  may  create 
fuch  an  influence,  as  fhall  effedlually  deprive  the 
Prince  of  the  great  advantage  of  (hewing  the  true 
fenfc  of  his  people.  And  a  houfe  of  Parliament 
being  prevailedupon  to  approve  fuch  meafures  as  the 
zvhcle  nation  dijlikes^  fo  may  be  confirmed  in  the  pur- 
fu it  of  them,  and  for  the  fiike  of  an  unworthy  fcr- 
vant^  lofe  the  afledions  of  his  people,  while  he  ima- 
gines that  he  both  deferves  and  poffefles  them.  In 
the  next  place,  if  ever  this  improper  influence  Ihould 
"obtain  a  certain  degree  of  flrength,  thefe  terrible 
confcquences  mull  inevitably  follow  from  ir.  That 
the  word  propofals  for  the  public  will  be  the  moft 

likely 
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likely  to  fiicc^ed,  and  that  the  weakeft  miniftcrs  will 
be  the  bcft  fiipported.  The  rcafon  whereof  we  take 
to  be  extremely  plain,  fince  this  improper  influence 
may  be  direded  to  any  purpofe  whatfoever,  and 
will  be  mod  expedled  where  it  is  mofl:  wanted,  in 
the  fupport  of  ill  meafures,  and  weak  minifters. 

7.  Becaufe  we  agree,  that  as  national^  or  other  fer- 
vices  have  expofed  the  crown  to  any  new  danger, 
the  fecurity  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  given  by  the 
oaths  of  the  fubjeds  to  the  crown,  has  been  increafed 
from  time  to  time ;  and  we  therefore  think,  that  by 
a  parity  of  reafon,  fome  greater  fecurity  than  was 
formerly  exacted,  fhould  be  now  given  to  the  nation 
by  their  reprefentatives,  for  a  faithful  difcharge  of 
the  truft  repofed  in  them  •,  becaufe  this  truft,  which 
is  the  fame  as  it  was  in  every  other  refped,  is  come 
to  be  much  greater  than  it  was,  in  refped  to  thofe 
heavy  taxes  which  have  for  many  years  paft,  and 
which,  as  we  fear,  mufl  be  for  all  fucceeding  times, 
annually  laid  by  Parliament  on  the  people,  as  well 
as  to  thofe  immenfe  debts  which  have  been  contradl- 
ed,  and  which  we  apprehend  to  have  annually  in- 
creafed upon  the  nation.  The  fervice  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  was  formerly  a  real  fervice,  therefore 
often  declined,  and  always  paid  for  by  the  people  : 
It  is  now  no  longer  paid  for  by  the  people  ;  and 
yet,  far  from  being  declined,  it  has  been  courted  and 
fought  after  at  great  expence.  How  far  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  together  with  that  of  the  vaft  increafeof 
the  civil  lift  revenue,  and  of  the  debts  contraded  on 
it  in  former  reigns,  deferve  to  enforce  the  reafons 
for  exacting  fome  new  and  ftrong  engagements  from 
the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  to  thofe 
whom  they  are  chofen  to  reprefent,  we  think, Suffi- 
ciently obvious. 

8.  Altho'  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  multiplying 
of  oaths  without  great  and  evident  reafons,  ought  to 

Hh  Q  be 
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be  avoided  ;  yet  an  oath  being  the  mpft  folemn  en- 
gagement which  men  can  be  laid  under,  we  judge 
it,  on  that  very  account,  the  more  proper  to  be  im- 
pofed,  upon  this  important  occafion,  nor  will  the 
probability  of  its  being  broke  thro'  by  the  iniquity 
of  mankind,  be  an  argument  of  greater  force  againft 
this  bill,  than  againft  any  other  law  made  for  pre- 
venting any  other  crime  whatfoever. 


Huntingdon^  PlymQiith.  Bruce, 

Northampton^  Montjo)\  Strafford^ 

Bathiirft^  Ker^  Beaufort^ 

Sunder  land  y  Warrington^  Berkjloire^ 

Gower^  Abingdon^  Oxford  &  Mortimer, 

A)lesford^  Boyle^  Litchfield^ 

Foley  y  Hereford^  Maynard^ 

Craven^  Coventry^  BriJloL 

Ihanet^  Map.m^ 

Then  the  queftion  was  put.  Whether  the  faid  bill 

flial]  be  reje61:ed  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Dijfentient.'* 
i.T^Ecaufe  the  evident  intention  of  this  bill,  was 
13  only  to  make  farther  advance  towards  gain- 
ing that  good  end, which  the  legifiature  hitherto  has, 
we  fear,  too  weakly  endeavoured  to  compafs,  the 
prevention  of  corruption  ;  which,  it  muft  be  owned,  is 
an  evil  of  fo  mifchievous  a  nature,  fo  apt  to  fpread 
and  grow  epidemical,  that  a  wife  and  virtuous  peo- 
ple will  apply  the  moft  timely  and  effedual  reme- 
dies that  can  be  devifed  for  the  cure  of  it;  fince  a 
nation  once  infeded  muft  foon  get  the  better  of  fo 
contagious  a  "^ 
of  the  nation. 


Cf  -  -       - 

diftcmper,  or  it  will  foon  get  the  better 


2.  Becaufe  we  can  hardly  frame  in  our  mindi;  a 
more  reafonable  method,  than  the  fandion  of  fuch 

an 
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an  oath  of  purgation  as  was  to  have  been  taken  by 
all  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  if  this 
bill  had  pafled  into  a  law,  to  preferve  that  part  of 
the  legiflature  pure  and  free  from  that  kind  of  bri- 
bery, which  fcems  from  the  nature  of  it  to  be  the 
mod  pernicious,  a  fecret  and  unavowed penfiori  \  or 
what,  however  different  iia  name,  would, we  fear,  be 
too  much  the  fame  in  effed,  an  office  in  truft,  or  a 
clandeftine  gratuity. 

3.  Becaufe  the  Aft  of  Parliament  which  pafled 
laft  year,  tho'  it  contained  fome  excellent  provifions 
againft  bribery  and  corruption,  and  ought,  in  our 
opinion,  ever  to  be  held,  facred^  inviolable^  and  a 
fundamental  part  of  our  yet  free  conftitution,  wanted 

flill  fomething,  as  we  judge,  to  make  it  more  com-  \ 
pleat,  by  eftablifhing  an  oathfortheeledled,  as  well 
as  the  ele6lors  -,  which  being  done  by^this  bill,  we 
cannot  but  look  upon  it  to  have  been  a  feafonable 
and  neceflary  addition  to  thofe  laws  already  enaded 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  in  order  to  guard  us  more 
ftrongly  againft  the  powerful  and  malignant  influ- 
ence of  wicked^  afpiring^  and  defpotic  minijlers^  who 
invent  no  artifices  fo  likely  to  fubvert  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  as  by  corrupting  thofe  who  are  chofen 
to  defend  them. 

4.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  the  houfe  of  Commons 
may  think  themfelves  unkindly  treated  by. us  for  re- 
jeding  a  bill  fent  by  them,  of  great  confequence,  by 
which  they  defigned  only  tofecure  their  own  honour, 
and  the  nation's  liberties,  and  that  concerned  only 
their  own  members,  without  allovN^ing  it  even  the 
ufual  forms  of  a  commitm.ent -,  and  the  reft  of  our 
fellow  fubje6ls,  will,  we  fear,  hardly  be  charitable 
enough  to  think,  that  one  houfe  of  Parliament  could 
be  perfedly  unbiafTed,  when  it  refufed  fo  proper 
an  expedient  to  make,  in  a  great  nieafure,  the 
other  fo, 

H  h  4  Hunting' 
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Huntingdon, 

Northampt07i^ 

Baihurft^ 

Sunderland, 

Gower, 

Aylesford, 

Foley, 

Craven, 

Chanel  ^ 


Plymouth, 

Montjoy, 

Ker, 

Warrington, 
Abingdon, 
Boyle, 
Hereford^ 

Coventry, 
MaJJam, 


1730. 


Bruce, 

Strafford, 

Beaufort, 

Berk/hire, 

Oxford^  Mortimer, 

Litchfield, 

Maynard, 

Briftol 


V.   On  the  hill  for  punifloing  mutiny  and  defer  t  ion. 

Die  Lun^,  2^  Martii,   lyig. 

TjrODIE  tertia  vicele5fa  efl  hilla,  intitled,  An  A51 
for  punifhing  mutiny  and  defer  tion,  and  for  the  bet- 
ter payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters, 

Thequeftion  was  put,whetherthisbillfhallpars? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

* 

I)fjfe?ttient\ 
Ecaufe  we  think,  that  fo  large  a  number  of 
!  troops  as  is  propofedto  be  kept  up  in  this  king- 
dom for  this  year,  by  this  bill,  is  not  neceflary  for 
our  fafety,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  prefent 
conjun6ture  of  affairs;  and  that  a  ftanding  army, 
in  time  of  peace,  muft  be  always  burdenfome  to  the 
people,  and  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  for  rea- 
fons  often  given  by  feveral  Lords,  and  remaining 
upon  the  journals  of  this  houfe,  to  which  we  chufe 
to  refer,  rather  than  repeat  them,  in  order  to  prove 
a  prcpojQticn,  that  we  think  almoft  manifelt  in  it 
ftl;,  or,  at  lea  11,  may '^nfily  be  maintained,  by  ar- 
guments undenir^bly  convincing,  and  lb  obvious,  in 
our  opinion,  that  they  mnft  occur,  upon  the  lead 
retlev:tion,  to  every  Englifhman,  who  loves  his  coun- 
try and  his  freedom. 


Montjoy,      Strafford,     Beaufort,     Abingdon, 


VI 
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VI.  On  the  Jl ate  of  the  nation. 

Die  Veneris^  19  Apr  His  ^    1730- 

THE  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  farther 
confideration  the  Hate  of  the  nation  j  being  read. 

Moved  torefolve,  Thatthe  maintainingofi  2,000 
Hejfians  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain^  for  the  year 
1730,  is  burthenfome  and  unneceiTary. 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon, 
and  it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Content  21. 
Not  Content  go. 

Diffentient? 
I .  ir\  Ecaufe  we  think  the  maintaining  foreign  troops 
Jj  in  our  pay,  when  we  have  no  territory,  and 
not  only  when  we  have  no  war,  but  immediately  af- 
ter a  peace  concluded  with  one  of  the  moft  confide- 
rable  powers  in  Europe^  while  we  are  in  alliance 
with  Holland^  and  are  in  ilridl:  friendfhip  with 
France^  the  moft  confiderable  power  of  all  •,  is  a 
policy  that,  before  this  inftance  of  it,  cannot  be  pa- 
rallelled, as  far  as  we  can  recolle6l,  in  all  our  annals ; 
and  muft  be  owing  to  the  advice  of  minifters  lefs 
cautious,  and  lefs  concerned  for  the  true  intereft  of 
this  kingdom,  than  their  duty  obliged  them  to  be; 
and  we  cannot,  out  of  the  regard  we  owe  our  poite- 
rity,  confent  to  it. 

2.  Becaufe  the  importance  of  the  fervice  in  which 
they  are  defigned  to  be  employed,  does  no  way  ap- 
pear to  us,  and  we  fear  it  may  create  an  apprehenfion 
that  they  may  be  intended  for  purpofcs  that  do  not 
concern  Great  Britain^  which  is  a  jealoufy,  however 
ill-founded,  that  we  are  perfuadedfrom  hisMajefly's 
goodnefs,  he  will  be  always  inclined  to  prevent,  for 
his  people's  fake  •,  and  his  counfellors,  we  think, 
ought,  if  poflible,  to  prevent  for  their  own. 

3. 
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3.  Becaufe  we  think  it  would  be  an  unreafonable 
burden  upon  the  people  at  any  time,  but  we  look 
upon  it  to  be  particularly  fo  at  this,  while  we  are 
ftill  heavily  loaded  with  an  immenfe  national  debt, 
fevere  annual  taxes,  oppreflive  and  perpetual  excifes, 
and  have  had,  of  late,  the  additional  misfortune  of 
anunufual  and  excefTive  dearnefs  of  almoft  all  necef- 
faries  for  living ;  while  our  commerce  (we  cannot 
but  fear)  has  been  declining  for  fome  years,  and 
many  valuable  branches  of  it  running  into  other 
channels,  from  whence  we  have  but  little  expec- 
tation of  ever  deriving  them  again  into  our  own  •, 
•when  the  dubious  and  unhappy  fituation  of  affairs, 
under  which  we  have  laboured  of  late,  has  reduced 
many  fubflantial  merchants  to  poverty  ;  and  has 
been  produdtive  of  other  ill  confequences,  that,  we 
apprehend,  will  be  fenfibly  felt  for  fome  time  by 
the  whole  nation  ;  when  the  fum  which  is  to  be  al- 
lowed for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  troops,  is  at  lead 
fix  pence  in  the  pound  on  every  landed  man's  eftar.e 
in  England^  and  when  we  avowedly  pay,  at  the  fame 
time,  greater  fubfidies  to  other  foreign  princes,  than 
our  prefent  circumflances  (in  our  opinion)  can  well 
bear,  or  than  any  wife  reafons  of  ftate  feem  to  re- 
quire, 

4.  Becaufe  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty,  either  in  any  fpeech,  or  by  any  mefllige,  has 
demanded  any  fupply,  for  what  feems  to  us  fo  ex- 
traordinary acharge  •,  and  he  feems  not  to  think  them 
neceffary  for  our  fafety  at  home,  fmce  he  has  lately 
difbanded  fome  of  our  own,  and  we  cannot  find  that 
we  are  under  any  dirc6t  rt)ipulation,to  maintain  them 
for  the  fafety  of  any  of  our  allies  abroad  ;  who  not- 
withftandhng  the  various  engagements  and  multipli- 
city of  treaties,  with  which  we  have  within  the  com- 
pafsofa  few  years,  moll  incautioufly  (as  we  fear) 
intangled  our  felves,  have  no  right  to  require  fuc- 
cours  from  us,  till  by  fome  moleitation,  or  hoftile 

attack. 
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attack,  the  public  tranquillity  is  difturbed  ;  which 
misfortune  may  ftill  (as  we  hope)  be  prevented,  if 
fuch  meafures  are  taken,  as  it  becomes  able  and  up- 
right ftatefmen  always  to  purfue  ;  if  the  reputation 
of  our  wifdom  and  power  is  alone  fufficient  (as  it 
ought  to  be)  to  produce  us  equal  and  ufeful  alliances 
(and  it  always  will  be,  when  the  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom are  adminiflired  as  they  ought  to  be)  and  if, 
to  fave  our  friends  from  dangers,  that  perhaps  are 
only  imaginary,  we  do  not  run  into  real  ones  our 
felves. 

Berkjhire,  Maynard^  Coventry^ 

Northampton^  Alesford,  Litchfield^ 

Huntingdon^  Willoughhy  de  Brook^  Boyle ^ 

Craven^  Abington,  Mont  ague  j 

Scar/dale^  Plymouth^  Oxford  and 

Strafford^  Gower^  (Mortimer, 

A  copy  of  the  Penfion-Bill,  paffed  hy  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons^ and  reje^fed  by  the  houfe  of  Lords. 

May  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majefiy^ 

THAT  it  may  be  enadied,  and  be  it  enaft- 
ed  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  prefent 
Parliament  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  th& 
fame. 

That  from  and  after  the  24th  day  o{Jum  1730, 
no  perfon  who  (hall  be  elected  a  member,  fliall  fit 
and  vote  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  during  any  de- 
bate there,  after  their  fpeaker  is  chofen,  until  they 
have  taken  the  oath  following,  and  fubfcribe  the 
fame,  to  be  provided  by  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  for  that  purpofe,  vi%, 

IK.  B.  do  folemnly  andfincerelyfzvear^  that  I  have 

notdire5fly  or  indirelfly.,  anypenfion  during  pie afure^  or 

for  any  number  cf years ^  or  any  office  in  pari-,  or  in  the 

whole^ 
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whole^from  theCrown^  held  for  me^  or  for  my  benefit^ 
hy  any  perfon  whatfoever  ;  and  I  do  folemnly  andjtn- 
cerely  promife  and  fwear^  that  Ivjill  not  receive^  ac- 
cept or  take^  direEily  or  indireBly^  during  the  time  of 
my  being  a  member  of  this  Parliament^  any  pen/ton  du- 
ring pleafure^  or  for  any  number  of  years  ^  or  any  other 
gratuity  or  reward  whatfoever^  or  any  office  from  the 
crown  to  be  held  for  me^  or  my  benefit^  in  part^  or  in 
the  whole  thereof^  by  any  perfon  whatfoever^  without 
fignifying  the  fame  to  this  houfe  within  fourteen  days 
after  I  have  received  or  accepted  the  fame^  if  the  Par- 
liament be  then  fitting,  or  within  fourteen  days  after 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Parliament,    So  help  me  God. 

Which  oath  Ihall  be  in  this  and  every  fucceeding 
Parliament,  folemnly  and  publickly  taken  and  fub- 
fcribed  by  every  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
at  the  table  in  the  middle  of  the  fiid  houfe,  at  the 
fame  time  he  takes  the  oaths  by  law  dire6ted  to  be 
taken,  while  a  full  houfe  of  Commons  is  there  duly 
fitting  with  their  fpeaker  in  his  chair.  And  be  it 
farther  enaded.  That  if  any  member  fo  taking  the 
oath,  and  fubfcribed  as  before  dire6i:ed,  fhal]  at  the 
time  of  taking  the  faid  oath,  have  any  penfion  during 
pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  office 
from  the  crown,  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  held  in 
truft  for  him,  or  his  benefit  •,  or  fliall,  during  his 
b^ing  a  member,  receive  or  take  any  penfion  during 
pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  other 
gratuity  or  reward  whatfoever,  or  any  office  to  be 
held  tor  him  or  his  benefit  from  the  crown,  without 
fignifying  the  fame  to  the  houfe,  as  aforefaid,  fuch 
member  fliall  be,  and  is  hereby  adjudged  and  decla- 
red to  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and 
being  thereof  con vi6led  by  due  courl'e  of  law,  ffiall 
incur  and  fuffer  the  pains  and  penalties,  which  by 
the  laws  and  flatutesof  this  realm  areinfli6i:ed  in  ca- 
fes of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  •,    and  fliall  from 

thence- 
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thenceforth  be  incapable  of  taking,  holding  or  en- 
joying any  office  whatfoever. 

And  be  it  enabled,  That  if  any  member  eleded 
as  aforefaid,  fhall  refufe  or  negledl  to  take  and  fub- 
fcribe  fuch  oath,  as  before  directed,  the  place  for 
which  fuch  perfon  was  elected,  is  hereby,  without 
any  other  convidion  or  proceeding,  declared  void 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  fuch  member  was 
adually  dead.  And  be  it  farther  enabled,  That 
in  cafe  any  member  fhall  prefume  to  fit  and  vote  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  after  the  Speaker  is  chofen, 
without  taking  the  oath  aforelaid,  fuch  member 
fhall,  over  andabove  thepenaltiesalreadyinflifted, 
forfeit  the  fum  of  30  /.  for  each  day  he  fhall  fit  and 
vote,  as  aforefild,  to  be  recovered  and  received 
with  full  cofts  of  fuit  by  him  or  them,  who  fhall 
fue  for  the  fame,  and  to  be  profecuted  by  any  acti- 
on, fuit,  bill,  orinformation,  in  any  of  his  Maje  fly's 
courts  of  record  at  IVcftminfter^  wherein  no  eflbign, 
protedion,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  im- 
parlance, fhall  be  admitted  or  allowed  ;  and  fhall 
from  thencefor  thbe  incapable  of  taking,  holding, 
or  enjoying  any  office  or  employment  of  profit  or 
trufl  under  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fuccelTors,  or 
of  fittingor  voting  in  either  houfe  of  Parliament. 

Among  the  bills  pafTed  this  feffion,  was  one  very 
particular  bill  upon  a  fubjed,  which  feems  to  be 
without  precedent;  namely,  A  hill  to  prevent  or 
prohihit  any  his  Majejly*sfuhje^s  refiding  within  this 
kingdom^  to  advance  or  lend  money  to  any  foreign 
prince^  ftate^  or  potentate  without  licenfe^  &c.  Thi^ 
bill  did  not  pafs  without  oppofition,  and  we  are 
informed  that  the  following  difcourfes  happened 
upon  that  occafion : 

^uefday^  February  24,  1730. 

THE  houfe  of  Commons  according  to  order, 
read  a  fecond  time,  A  bill  to  prevent  or  pro- 
hibit 
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hit  any  perfon  or  perfons^  his  Majefty's  fuhje5is^  or 
refiding  within  this  kingdom  ;  to  advance  or  lend  any 
fim  or  films  of  money  to  any  foreign  prince^  flatey  or 
potentate^  without  having  obtained  licence  from  his 
Majejiy^  under  his pr ivy  feal  or fome greater  authority. 

And  then  the  Speaker  opened  the  bill ,  wh  ich  en- 
a6ls,  "That  the  King  he  empowered  hy  proclamation 
which fhall  take  place  within  a  limited  time^  to  prohi- 
bit all  fuch  loans  of  money ^  jewels  or  hullion^  and  this 
prohibition  to  continue  a  limited  time^  under  limited 
forfeitures  and  penalties^  unlefs  difpenfed  with  hy  the 
crown  \  that  the  Attorney  Generalbe  empoweredby'Kn- 
gl  ifh  bill  in  the  court  (j/'Exchequer,  to  compel  the  effe^U' 
al  difcovery  onOathofanyfuch  loans^  and  that  in  default 
of  an  anfwer  to  any  fuch  hi  11^  the  court  fhall  decree  a 
limited fum  againft  the  defendant^  refuftng  to  anfwer. 

Provided  that  this  a5i  do  not  extend  to  prohibit 
any  fuhfcript ions  to  the  public  funds  or  trading  com- 
panies of  foreign  kingdojns, 

I.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  obferved,  the  reafon  of 
things  apparently  fiiewed  that  this  bill  was  always 
right  and  neceflary,  that  all  poflible  care  had  been 
taken  in  drawing  this  bill,  to  obviate  every  objedti- 
on,  to  avoid  every  inconvenience  ;  that  as  to  any 
exception  which  gentlemen  poflibly  might  make 
to  the  frame  of  it  as  it  now  flands,  he  conceived 
they  would  properly  come  under  confideration  v/hen 
the  bill  was  committed,  that  any  reafonable  altera- 
tions might  be  regularly  offered  and  agreed  to  in 
fuch  a  commitment  *,  and  therefore  he  moved,  that 
this  bill  might  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houle,  propofmg,  for  the  day  to  confider 
of  it,  Wednefday  the  4th  of  March, 

2. Mr.  Daniel?  idteyieyd.(iz\x\'t^^  that  this  being  the 
fccoad  time  of  reading  this  bill,  he  thought  is  was 

proper 
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proper  to  give  his  opinion,  and  that  after  having  con- 
lidcred  it  lully,  he  neither  approved  it  on  the  whole 
or  in  any  part,  for  it  would  intirely  prove  ineficdual 
to  all  the  purposes  propofed,    it  could  not  pofTibl/ 
anfwer  good  ends,  and  it  would  certainly  produce 
very  bad  ones ;  he  thought  it  would  be  a  rellraint 
upon  commerce,   a  reftraint  of  a  dangerous  nature, 
he  had  heard  all  the  merchants  in  general,  complain 
of  its  tendency,  and  he  wiflied  they  might  not  feel 
it  in  a  very  grievous  manner :  That  by  denying  this 
liberty  to  all  the  people  oi  England^  by  rellraining 
all  loans  orafliftance  of  money  to  princes  and  powers 
abroad,  we  m2.dc  Holland  th(^  market  of  Europe^  the 
martof  money,  to  the  nations  of  the  continent;  that 
thiswasunjuft  and  imprudentinus,  when  our  fubjeds 
had  money  to  trade  with  as  well  as  their  neighbours; 
when  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  might  make  an  advan- 
tage even  of  his  very  enemies,  were  it  not  for  this 
ill  judged  prohibition  ;    that  our  neighbours  the 
Butch,  would  rejoice  at  fuch  a  procedure,  they  would 
certainly  make  this  mod  fortunate  accident,  as  be- 
neficial as  it  could  be  to  their  people  j  that  the  con- 
trary could  not  be  expedled,    for  not  only  the  late 
wars  of  Europe  evince,  that  the  greatefl  of  dangers, 
the  mofl  formidable  enemies  could  not  be  fo  terri- 
fying as  to  prevent  thern  from  lending  their  money 
to  their  private  advantage:  But  that  even  in  their 
ancient  war  with  Spain,   a  war  v/herein  they  were 
treated  not  only  as  enemies  but  rebels,  and  had  they 
been  conquered,  they  mud  have  been  flaves  to  the 
vi6lor,    they  mud  have  fubmitted  to  Popery  and 
Chains,  yet  their  merchants  aiTifted  the  6'//t?;?/^rij, 
even  in  that  mod  hazardous  jundure,  with  money, 
with  arms  and  ammunition  -,  nor  could  we  fuppofe 
they  would  fcruple  to  furnidi  the  Emperor  alfo, 
vAi\i  the  very  fame  affidance,    whenever  he  aflced 
it,  as  had  always  been  pradifed  fince  tht:  tiril  foun- 
dation of  tha:  wik  republic. 

He 
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He  took  notice,  this  bill  was  a  general  prohibi- 
tion, extending  to  all  princes,  ftates,  or  potentate? 
whatever ;  that  thus  we  were  wholly  difabled  to  af- 
(ift  the  beft  allies,  the  trueft  friends,  and  thofe  who 
really  well  deferved  our  aid  ♦,  that  he  was  credibly 
informed,  the  King  of  Portugal  to  whom  we  could 
have  no  exception,very  frequently  borrowed  the  mo- 
ney of  our  merchants  refiding  within  his  dominions ; 
that  it  could  not  be  denied  him,withoutdifobliging 
a  prince  on  whofe  favour  our  commerce  depends, 
nay,  expofing  it  to  his  fevereft  difpleafure  ;  that 
ihould  a  proclamation  ifliie  here,  the  Britifh  fubjedls 
who  refide  in  Portugal^  or  more  remote  dominions, 
may  contrad  for  loans,  tho'  liable  to  penalties,  of 
which  they  may  be  wholly  unapprized,  that  he  had 
therefore  the  moft  powerful  motives  to  throw  out  the 
bill,  becaufe  it  prevented  the  people  of  England^ 
from  aiding  their  friends  and  allies  ;  but  what  was 
more,  it  might  involve  many  innocent  perfons  in 
unavoidable  guilt,  and  expofe  them  to  the  heavy 
pains  of  unknown  crimes. 

But  what  was  even  more  to  his  offence,  was  the 
power  of  licenfing  referved  to  the  crown  by  this  bill  \ 
he  believed  it  a  power  the  King  would  apply  to  the 
welfare  and  advantage  of  the  people  \  but  he  was  not 
againft  it,  as  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  King,  he 
knew  it  would  be  influenced  much  by  an  adminiifra- 
tion,  that  whenever  thefe  licenfes  ifllied,  it  mud  be 
thro'  the  hands  of  the  miniders ;  and  while  fuch  a 
prohibition  continued,  he  knew  not  but  the  licen- 
fing trade  muft  become  a  new  branch  of  their  bufi- 
fmefs,  andamanaging  minifter  might  make  it  by  to- 
lerable hufbandry,  an  article  of  twenty,  thirty,  or 
forty  thoufand  a  year.  That  therefore  they  eafily 
might  fee  it  was  not  for  the  honour  of  the  King,  or 
the  intereft  of  his  good  fubje6ts,  that  any  fuch  bill 
was  contrived,  but  that  it  was  wholly  defigned  for 
creating  of  prohtable  jobbs,  and  making  a  market 
of  the  merchants. 

He 
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He  faiJ  farther,  That  he  was  an  oppofcr  of  this 
bilJ,  beaiufc  ic  made  the  court  o^  Exchequer^  acourC 
of  Inquifition,  that  it  gave  new,  great  and  extraor- 
dinary powers  to  the  crown,  ahxady  armed,  in  his 
0[)inion,  with  weighty  and  terrible  authority  •,  that 
while  it  reilrained  our  n^erchants  from  afiTilling  the 
princes  and  powers  of  Europe^  it  permitted  our 
Itock-jobbers  to  trade  in  their  funds  without  any  in- 
terruption -,  that  he  knew  for  whofe  benefit,  this 
complaifance  was  defigned,  but  thatjobbing  abroad, 
in  the  Hocks  of  foreign  nations,  was  what  we  fhould 
leaic  encourage,  and  what  we  ought  mod  to  prohi- 
bit ;  for  we  have  luffered  feverely  by  that  means  al- 
ready, and  our  minidry  would  never  give  us  reliefer 
afliitance  :  Thus  our  people^  when  they  trufted  their 
money  with  our  faithful  allies  the  Frenchy  in  the  af-^ 
fair  of  the  MiJ/iffipi^  were  ruined  and  betrayed  by 
their  edids  of  Hate,  and  had  nothing  but  papers  for 
fpecie  ;  that  notwithftanding  this  moft  fhameful 
treachery,  this  great  injuftice  and  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  the  minitlry  never  interpofed 
with  the  leaft  good  office  for  their  fufFering  fel- 
low-fubjeds,  who  have  irrecoverably  loft  the  mo- 
ney they  unhappily  advanced  in  thofs  fatal,  thofc 
tairhlefs  Ic hemes. 

Sir  Robert  IValpole  again  laid,  '  That  lie  thought 
'  their  objedtions  moil  proper  for  the  confiderationof 

*  thehoufe,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  where 
'  every  paragraph  would  be  debated,  where  every 
'  member  might  reply  as  orten  as  occafion  required, 

*  and  fully  purfue  the  inquiry,  that  hedidnotdefire 

*  this  bill  for  any  advantage  to  himfelf,  for  any  ac-. 
'  ceilion  of  extraordinary  powers  to  the  crown,  or  for 

*  any  thing  elfe,  but  the  preiling  occafion,  the  ap- 
«  parent  necelTity  of  this  important  conjundture  v  that 
'  when  this  bill  was  committed  by  the  houfe;,he  pro- 

*  mifed  he  would  heartily  concur  in  every  amend- 

Vol,  IX,  1  i  *  meni 
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^  ment  that  could  be  with  reafon  propofed  •,  nay,  he 

*  was  fo  candid,  fo  ingenuous  in  his  intentions,  he 

*  would  freely  confent  the  committeee  fhould  make 
'  it  a  temporary  law,  fhould  enad:  it  for  a  fhortdu- 

*  ration,  and  limit  the  continuance  for  a  very  fmall 
'  fpace  of  time.  That  an  honourable  gentlemen  in 
'  this  debate  had  departed  from  the  queftion  before 
'  them;  had  opened  a  charge  again  France^  inde- 
'  bating  a  particular  bill;  brought  in  the  old.  MiJJiJfipi 
'  affair,  in  an  argument  about  lending  money;  and  that 
'  he  thought  ita  weak  reafoning,  that  we  fhould  not 

*  do  our  felves  juflice  in  this  point,  becaufe  that  our 

*  neighbours  had  treated  us  ill  in  another;  and  be- 

*  caufe  that  the  French  had  not  yielded  us  all  we 

*  could  wifh,  that  therefore  the  Parliament  fhould 
'  not  in  this  cafe  do  all  that  they  ought ;  why  was 

*  not  this  matter  laid  open  in  the  committee  of  flatc 

*  reprifals,  {here  fome  members  made  a  great  noife) 
'  he  meant  in  the  committee  on  the  fbate  of  the  na^* 

*  tion,  but  this  was  a  weighty  objedlion  indeed  to 

*  the  French^  it  was  like  all  other  complaints  againfl 
«  France^  it  was  raifed  on  occafion  of  proper  pre- 

*  cautions,  to  prevent  a  war  with  the  Emperor  ;  that 
'  he  was  fully  convinced,  this  bill  was  a  matter  of 
'  great  importance  and  necefTity  ;    he  had  been  fo 

*  tender  in  this  argument,  he  had  not  even  fa  id  what 

*  he  was  authorized  to  fay  ;  he  had  meant  no  ^af- 
^  perfions  or  refle6lions  on  any  gentlemen  ;  he 
'  was  willing  that  this  and  all  other  debates  fhould 
'  be  managed  with  decency  and  candour:  But  fince 
'  that  thefe  things  had  thus  pafTed,  he  was  thereby 
'  provoked  to  declare,  what  he  knew,  what  he  had 

*  the  King's  leave  to  declare,  and  what  would  ef- 
'  fedlually  filence   the   debate  ;    that   he  was   ve- 

*  ry  much  inclined  to  fay  it,  he  would  fay  it  if  the 

*  gentlemen  reqir'd  it ;    {here  the  houfe  called  aloud 

*  for  this  affair)  he  would  fay  it  before  he  lat  down: 

*  This  bill  was  not  drawn  or  promoted  from  any 

other 
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*  other  view  than  its  great  necefiity,  its  being  now 

*  abfolutely  expedient  to  the  peace  of  Europe^    and 
'  the  general  repofe  of  mankind  -,    for  he  could  fay 

*  it,  he  had  the  King's  leave  to  declare  it :  There 
'  was  at  this  time  a  fubfcription  tranfadled  for  the 

*  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  and  money  was  raifing 
'  for  his  ufe,  no  lefs  than  the  fum  of  400,000  /. 

He  proceeded  to  fay,    '  that  this  bill  could  not 
'  pofTibly  bea  refb'aint  upon  trade,  or  agrievanccto 

*  the  merchants  in  any  one    lawful  point  of  com- 

*  merce  •,    that  the  view  of  this  bill  having  been  to 

*  prohibit  fuch  loans  and  affiftance  to  the  Emperor, 

*  who  could  not   march  his  armies,  or  cloath  his 

*  troops  without  fupplies  of  money,  it  was  not  jult  or 

*  reafonable,  he  ihould  have  aflillance  from  us,  from 
'  that  nation agai nil  which  he  wasformingawar,  and 

*  projeding  their  future d i (hi r ban ce:  How  could  the 
'  Emperor  maintain  thefoldiershe  had  in  his  troops, 

*  the  numerous  forces  he  quartcr'd  upon  his  own  peo- 
'  pie, and  bring  them  into  the  field,  without  treafure 
'  topay  the  expence?  And  now,  when  by  treaties  with 
'  Spain,  that  prince  was  deprived  of  thofe  fubfidies, 

*  and  that  aiTiftance,  which  once  made  him  dangerous 
'  to  us,  when  thus  he  is  happily  cut  off  from  all 
'  communication  with  thofe  countries,  from  whence 

*  his  treafure  ufed  to  flow,  fhall  the  people  of  Eng- 
'  teiafiiit  him  themfelves  with  fupplies?  Shall  they 

*  arm  an  enemy  with  fbrength,  which  his  befb  ally 

*  denies?  And  the  Britijh  merchants  lend  their  mo- 

*  ney  to  a  prince  againll  the  Britifi  nation  ?  If  this 

*  fhould  be  done  in  the  time  of  hoftility,  and  after 
'  the  commencement  of  a  war,  it  would  be  high 
'  treafon  by  law  •,  to  aid,  abett,  or  afTifl  a  foreign 
'  power  at  war  with  the  King,  is  exprefly  declared 
'  in  the  ftatute  of  high  treafon  ;  and  fhall  the  mer- 
'  chants  be  allowed  to  enable  a  prince,  to  become 
'  our  enemy,  v/hom  it  is  even  high  treafon  to  aid, 

I  i  2  '  when 
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*  when  an  enemy  ?  Shall  it  be  allowed  with  impu- 
«  nity  to  aid  the  Emperor  to  march  his  troops,  and 
'  yet  open  rebellion  to  aflift  the  Emperor,  while 
'  thofe  troops  were  marching  ?  Muft  the  quiet  of 

*  the  whole  world  be  a  vidim  to  the  avarice  of  men, 
'  who  would  make  an  inglorious  advantage  of  their 
'  money  ?  Muft  men  be  indulged  in  thofe  dealings, 
'  which  bear  fuch  analogy  even  to  high  treafon, 

*  only  for  the  fake  of  feU-intereft  ?  It  was  compaf- 
'  fion  and  humanity,  to  ignorant  unwary  men,  which 

*  led  them  to  bring  in  this  bill  *,  for  in  cafe  of  a  war 
'  with  the  Emperor,  merchants  might  tranfad  with 

*  him  loans  before  it  broke  out,  and  when  their 

*  iecond  payments  became  due,  it  would  be  within 
'  the  ftatute  fhould  they  make  them  good  j  fo  that 
'  fuch   a  proclamation  would  warn  them  of  ap- 

*  proaching  dangers,   would  g^ve  them  due  notice 

*  of  a  rupture  and  prevent  them  incurring  the  unfore- 
'  feen  pains  of  capital  crimes,  by  coveting  fuch  a 

*  premium  and  intereft. 

He  owned,  '  That  many  difficulties  had  occur- 

*  red  to  him,  and  the  gentlemen  ordered  to  bring 
'  in  this  bill  •,    he  was  lorry  to  be  fenfible,  that  it 

*  could  not  be  fo  effectual  as  many  might  wifh,  and 

*  himfelf  had  moft  heartily  defired  ;  but  was  this  an 

*  argument  to  a  houfe  of  Commons,  againft  a  bill 

*  for  fuch  important  ends,  becaufe  they  could  not  do 

*  all  that  they  would,  therefore  muft  they  not  do 
'  all  that  they  could  ?  If  their  power  could  not 
'  wholly  prevent  thofe  pradifes,  muft  they  not  ex- 
'  ert  the  utmoft  of  their  power  ?    If  they  had  not 

*  an  abfolute  redrefs  for  the  evil,  muft  they  not  find 
^  out  all  poflible  redrefs  ?  And,  becaufe  they  could 
'  not  ftiut  up  all  the  avenues  of  afliftance,  therefore 
'  muft  they  leave  all  open  ?  ' 

He  added,  '  It  was  no  objedion  to  the  bill  before 
'  them,   that  any  Prince,  State,  or  Potentate,  was 

*  equal)  v  intended  with  the  Emperor  j  tliu:  the  end 

*of 


A.  1730.        DEBATES.  485 

'  of  it  was  to  prevent  a  war  with  that  Prince,  and  to 

*  name  him  in  this  cafe,  diftindl  from  all  others, 
'  would  amount  to  a  full  declaration  of  war-,  befidcs, 

*  one  Prince  might  borrow  money  for  another,  and 
'  elude  the  import  of  the  law  :  But  as  to  the  King  of 
'  Portugal^  or  any  other  Prince  in  alliance  with  the 
'  crown  of  Grtat  Britain^  his  Majelly  would  readi- 

*  ly  grant  his  allowance  for  loans  to  fo  good  an  ally: 

*  However,  this  law  would  not  have  an  effedl,  but 
'  in  cafe  of  apparent  neceflity  ;  if  the  Emperor  gave 
'  his  Majefty  reafon  to  oppofe  his  intentions,  it 
'  might  produce  a  future  proclamation  ;  yet  this  was 

*  eventual,  it  might  be,  or  it  might  not  be  :  And 
'  if  it  ever  (hould  happen,  nofubjedls  o^ Britain ^  no 

*  merchants   abroad  could  offend   through    igno- 

*  ranee  of  fuch  a  proclamation,  the  bill  was  drawn 
'  with   a   blank,    to   be   filled   with  a  proper  li- 

*  mitation  of  time,  before  that  the  law  fhould  take 

*  place  ;    and  that  limitation  might  be  very  large 

*  and  extenfive,    that  merchants  abroad  might  be 

*  duly  informed  of  the    terms  which  the  law  had 

*  enjoined.* 

He  faid,  '  It  was  the  proper  policy  of  nations,   . 

*  the  reafonable  authority  vefted  in  the  councils  of  a 
'  country  to  ufe  fuch  precautions,  and  lay  fuch  pro- 
'  hibitions  on  any  appearance  of  danger,  although 

*  notdifcerned  by  thepeople  -,  thatthe  reafon  of  this 

*  was,  becaufe  they  had  early  and  fecret  intelligence, 
<  not  proper  for  the  public  view  when  immediately 
'  received,  yet  highly  expedient  to  beobferved.  And 
'  as  to  the  indulgence  allov/ed  to  thofe  perfons  who 
'traded  in  the  funds  abroad,  or  trufted  their  money 
'  in  foreign  companies,  it  was  reafonable  and  proper, 
'  becaufe  many  perfons  thought  thofe  a  good  fecurity 

*  for  their  fortunes,  many  of  the  Britijh  merchants  in 
'  other  countries,  had  no  better  employment  for  cafh 
'  in  their  hands,  and  it  would  occafion  great  confu- 
'  fion  to  include  thofe  cafes  in  this  prohibition,  nei- 

113  *  ther 
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<  ther  indeed  did  they  any  ways  relate  to  this  cafe; 

*  for  though  money  might  be  lent  to  the  Emperor 
«  by  private  perfons,  he  would  never  have  aids  from 

<  the  public  companies  abroad.' 

He  owned,  ^  He  was  not  fo  converfant  in  the  laws 

*  as  fome  gentlemen  were,  who  could  jufcly  fupport 

*  this  bill  in  its  provifion  for  a  proper  difcovcry  of 

*  evidence,  by  precedents ;  he  wai.a  ftranger  to  that; 
^  he  himfelf  remembered  the  ad:  to  prevent  the  fub- 

*  je6ls  o^  Great  Britain  from  trading  in  th::  Oftend 

*  company  ;  that  there  the  fume  Method  of  difco- 

*  very  was  provided.  And  fhould  not  the  public 
«  dete(5l  fuch  a  criminal  commerce  with  a  powerful 

*  and  national  enemy,  v/hen  they  were  allowed  it 
'  againft  a  little  interloping  company  ?  It  was  far 

*  from  fetting  up  a  court  of  inquifition,  it  v/as  far 
'  from  laying  hardfnips  or  feverities  on  any  man ; 

*  But  it  was  for  the  prevention  of  fraudulent  dealings, 

*  of  concealed  tranfadions,    and    it  involved  the 

*  party  innootherpenalty  than  one,  which  he  could 
'  not  incur  but  through  confcious  guilt,  which  he 
'  might  eafily  avoid  by  purging  him  felf  of  the 

*  crime;    and  that   this  penalty  was   ftill   in   the 

*  judgment   of  the  houfe  to  be  limited  by  their 

<  authority,  having  no  other  end  than  to  be  fuch  a 

*  taxupon  loans,  as  might  make  it  unprofitable  toad- 
^  vancethemforthehigheflpremiumiSorintereil.' 

He  alfo  or.ferved,  '  That  the  proclamation  pro- 

*  vided  in  "o^^  Dill,  was  die  lame  as  by  law  had  been 
>  ufual  in  thecafeof  quarentine  in  theapprehenfions 

*  ot  a  peftilence,  and  as  a  prevention  of  any  conta- 

*  gicus  diilempers  ;  he  thought  it  a  reafonable  re- 
'  medy    on   all   fuch   appearances   of  danger  ;  it 

J«  *  would  not  be  made  ufe  of  unlcfs  ^lich  grievances 

''*'  ^  happened,  and  if  they  did  happen,  he  thought 

^  they  deferved  a  redrefs  :   He  therefore  concluded 

*  v/it'h  icpcaiing  his  morion  to  commit  this  bill, 
^  as  highly  expedient  and  neceflary.' 
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Mr.  TV M' iliid,  '  He   had  a  point  of 

'  order  to  debate :  The  honourable  gentleman  had 

*  brought  in  the  name  of  the  King  to  influence  their 

*  con fi deration,  contrary  to  a  Handing  rule  of  the 

*  houfe.     That    it   was   never    allowed    that   the 

*  name  of  the  King  fhould  ever  be  ufed  upon  any 
'  occafion  to  awe  their  proceedings,  or  to  over- bear 
'  their  debates  :  That  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  had  been  properly  careful  of  his  Majefty's  honour, 
*•  he  would  not  have  mentioned  his  name  at  that  rate, 

*  he  would  have  informed  them  of  the  evidence  they 

*  had,  and  regularly  brought  it  before  them  in  the 
'  prefent  inquiry ;  that  whatever  that  evidence  might 

'  be,  he  fuppofed  it  muft  come  from  foreign  mini-     ' 

*  flers,  and  he  thought  the  houfe  ought  to  have  it 
'  opened  in  a  proper  parliamentary  way :  He  added, 

*  his  opinion  was  againfl  the  bill,  he  thought  it  re- 
'  drained  our  commerce,  and  we  might  as  well  pro- 
'  hibit  all  com.merce.' 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  faid,  '  The  manner  of  his  de- 

*  claration  had  been  very  much  miftaken,  that  he 
'  was  not  unparliamentary  in  what  he  faid  ;  he  well 

*  knew  and  duly  obfcrved  the  orders  of  the  houfe  •, 
'  That  he  had  not  brought  in  the  name  of  the  King 
'  to  influence  gentlemen,  or  to  over-bear  the  de- 
'  bates  ;  that  he  had  mentioned  the  pofitive  aflli- 
'  ranees  which  were  received,  not  as  a  meflagefroni 
'  the  King,  but  by  his  Majefliy's  leave  \  not  by  his 

*  command,   but  only  by  his  permiflion  *,  that  the 

*  flation  he  was  in  obliged  him  to  aflc  that  permif- 

*  fion,  becaufe  that  by  his  oath  he  was  obliged  to 

*  keep  the  King's  council  fecrer,  and  therefore  he 
'  asked  this  allowance  from  his  Majefliy  yefterday 
'  morning  apprehending  the  debate  of  this  day 
'  would  require  him  to  mention  it,  and  he  had  off^cr- 

*  ed  it  to  prove  the  importance  of  the  bill  now  be- 
'  lore  them.* 

1  i  4  Mr. 


488  Parliamentary    A.  1730, 

Mr.  G  ■  faid,  '  He  was  a  merchant  himfelf, 

*  that  he  could  make  it  appear  to  the  houfe,  the  Em- 
«  peror's  agents  had  been  in  Change-Alley^  that  he 
'  knew  a  particular  Jezv^  who  had  been  applied  to 

*  for  30,000/,  and  others  for  very  large  fums,  but 
'  refufed  to  advance  them,  as  fearing  it  would  draw 

*  the  difpleafure  of  the  government  upon  them;  he 

*  thought  the  bill  a  good  bill,  and  all  reafonable 
^  licences  might  be  obtained,  whenever  they  might 
^  anfweran  innocent  purpofe  ;  nay,  he  thought  they 
^  ought  to  be  granted, when  applied  for  without  any 

*  charge  to  the  merchants ,'  which  Sir  R — -  and 
his  friends  agreed  to. 

Mr.  P faid,  <  He  would  not  oppofe  the  de- 

*  fignof  this  bill,  he  would  never  oppofe  whatever 

*  might  flrengthen  his  Majefty's  hands,  he  never 
'  did  nor  ever  would  appear  in  any  fuch  caufe  : 
'  But  it   this  mud  be   done,  why  was  it  to  be  ef- 

*  fe6led  by  a  proclamation,  why  were  the  miniftry 
'*  to  be  judges  in  this  cafe  ;  let  the  houfe  deter-- 
'  mine  the  htnefs  of  the  affair,   let  them  enad  the 

*  prohibition,  let  them  alone  have  the  abfolute  di- 
^  reftion,  and  then  he  had  nothing  to  offer  againii 
'  fuch  a  bill,' 

Mr.  Pelham  replied,  *  That  the  gentleman  mif- 

*  underflood  them,  if  he  imagined  that  heor  the  per- 

*  fens  employed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  that  bill, 

*  intended  to  make  any  miniilers  judges  where  the 

*  houfe  might  much  better  dfrrile-,  but  it  was  aten- 
'  derncfs  to  the  people,  that  made  them  provide  a 

*  proclamation  •,  they  hoped  this  affair  might  even 
^  yet  be  adjuftcd  without  a  prohibition  ;  but  if  the 
f  houfe  would  not   have  it  eventual,  if  they  would 

*  have  it  immediately,  he  Oiould  not  ftand  in  op- 

*  pofition  to  any  fuch  demand.' 

Mr, 
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Mr.  i?fr;^^r^  declared  himfclfagainft  the  bill ;  Mie 

*  thought  it  a  reftraint  upon  commerce,  that  could 

*  not  be  juftified  •,  and  fuch  reftniints  had  ever  been 

*  prejudicial  to  ourfelves ;  he  remembered  a  bill 
'  of  this  Ibrt  againll  Sweden^  to  prohibit  all  com- 

*  merce  with  that  kingdom,  yet  the  confequence 
'  was,  we  were  forced  to  enable  our  merchants  to 
'  carry  it  on  in  Dutch  bottoms,  and  rendered  the 

*  prohibition  ufelefs,  as  well  as  burdenfome,  before 
'  we  took  it  off;  he  thought  if  the  D«/r^  could  af- 
'  fid  their  enemies  the  Spaniards  in  a  war,  where 

*  rebellion  was  the  quarrel,  and  the  crown  o^ Spain 

*  claimed  all  the  people  as  its  natural  bornfubje6ls, 

*  they  would  furely  lend  money  to  the  Emperor 
.'  when  he  applied  for  afTiflance;  hefaid,  theargu- 

^  mentufed  about  merchants,  incurring  high-treafon 

*  for  their  fecond  payments,  was  very  abfurd,   for 

*  no  men  in  the  world  would  contrad  for  Joans  on 
^  fuch  terms,  or  make  them  good.     He  infifted, 

*  they  Ihould  name  the^lmpcror  exprefsly,  and  not 
'  make  a  great  prohibition  to  afFed:  the  whole  world, 
*-  as  if  we  were  at  war  with  all;  he  faid,  thathow- 

*  ever' the  pradice  might  obtain  of  licenfing  loans 

*  to  his  Majefty  of  Portugal^  or  to  any  of  our  good 

*  allies,  that  this  would  beofnofervicetoour  mer- 
'  chants,  who  would  lofe  the  advantage  of  lending 
^  their  money,  becaufe  other  nations  could  furnifh 

*  fuch  loans  with  more  readinefs;  and  while  ours 
'  were  applying  for  permiflion  to  the  crown,  the 

*  others  would  advance  fuch  afliftance  in  the  meart 
'time,  and  fupplant  our  people  in  all  their  money 
'  dealings.     He  likewife  declared  againft  making 

*  the  court  of  Exchequer  a  court  of  inquifition,  he 
'  conceived  it  unknown  to  the  laws  ;  nay,  odious 
'  to  the  conftitution,  that  men  fhould  be  obliged 
'  to  accufe  themfeives,  and  thereby  incur  the  worfl 

*  penalties;    he  knew  not  what  precedents  might 

*  be  furmibed;  he  believed  they  could  eafily  find 

'  pre- 


4go  Parliamentary    A.1730. 

«  precedents  for  any  thing  :  But  he  thought  the  li- 

*  berties  of  his  country  much  more  weighty  with 

*  him  than  any   precedents   whatever  -,    and  he 

*  would  never  confent  to  a  bill,  which  he  thought 

*  a  violation  of  our  fundamental  laws,  a  breach  of 
<  our  deareft  liberties,  and  a  very  terrible  hardfliip 

*  on  Mankind.' 

Mr.  Attorney  General  faid,  '  That  himfelf  and 

*  the  gentlemen  honoured  by  the  houfe  with  their 

*  commands  to  bring  in  the  bill,  had  confidered  th^ 

*  Dulcb  and  the  Englijh  merchants  as  two  different 

*  reforts,  where  the  Emperor  might  apply  for  ai^ 

*  fiftance ;    that  if  one  fhop  was  fhut  up,    he  had 

*  one  the  lefsto  make  ufe  of;  and  even  the  other, 

*  if  our  true  and  faithful  ally,  and  governed  by  reafon 

*  and  right  policy,  and  not  under  extraordinary  in- 

*  fluence,  furely  they  might  alfo  be  prevailed  on  to 

*  flop  this  afliftance  of  money,  and  yield  a  private  in- 

*  tereil  to  the  common  caufe  o^ Europe  \  he  thought 

*  they  were  very  well juftified  in  drawing  thisbill, 

*  not  only  from  reafon  and  the  fitnefs  of  things,  but 
'  from  the  common  law  of  thekingdom;  that  the 
''King  had  a  lawful  prerogative  to  recal  hisfubje6ls 

*  by  proclamation,  from  the  fervice  of  foreign  Hates, 
'  and  fhould  he  not  alfo  have  the  power  to  prohi- 

*  bit  them  from  lending  their  money,  which  might 

*  be  more  ufefuland  dangerous  than  even  thefervice 

*  of  their  perfons.   That  in  Ireland^  the  Parliament 

*  had  made  ithigh-treafon  to  inlift  men  for  foreign 

*  fervice,  without  licence  obtained  from  the  crown ; 
'  and  ilirely  a  reftraint  upon  money,  the  finews  of 

*  war,    was  highly  expedient  any  where  ;  that  this 

*  law  was  intended  only  as  a  temporary  reftraint,  a 

*  prefent  remedy  applied  to  an  approaching  evil, 

*  and  not  to  be  eilabiifhed  in  perpetuity.  He  ob- 
'  ferved  the  claufe  for  difcovering  evidence  by  Eng- 

*  lifh  bill  in  the  court  o^  Exche^uci\    was  the  only 

«  method 
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«  method  to  make  this  law  effeclual,  for  fuch  a 
'  tranfadlion  as  lending  of  money  in  this  manner, 
'  would  always  be  done  in  a  very  concealed,  a  very 

*  clandeftine  way ;  that  if  they  did  not  pafs  this 
'  claufe,  they  might  jullly  throw  out  the  whole  bill, 
'  for  there  would  be  no  evidence  even  to  fupport  its 
*■  defign  •,  that  many  fuch  laws  had  provided  llich 
'  methods  of  difcovcry,  that  memorable  law  among 

*  others  which  punilhed  the  Soul b-fea  dircdors;  he 
'  laid  in  that  law  it  was  felony,  to  refufe  anfwering 
'  or  to  demur  to  a  bill  for  difcovery  of  concealments, 
'  and  yet  if  they  did  difcover  a  concealment,  the 
*•  very  anfwer  was  good  in  evidence  againfl  them, 

*  and  tat  concealment  was  felony,  but  here  was  a 

*  limited  fum,  and  no  other  penalty  could  be  the 
'  confequence,  attending  confcious  guilt  upon  fuch 
'  a  bill  of  difcovery  •,  that  by  the  conftrudion  of  a 

*  court  of  equity,  fuch  a  bill  of  difcovery  would 

*  have  been  allowed,  if  this  claufe  had  not  been  in- 
'  ferted,  that  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  had  main- 
'  tained  the  legality  of  fuits,  to  difcover  frauds  and 
'  mifdcmeanors,  relating  to  the  revenue,  nor  could 
'  they  deny  that  this  was  as  juft  by  parity  of  reafon- 
'  ing,  though  if  the  houfe  fhould  throw  out  this 
'  claufe,  it  might  make  the  judges  unwilling  to  fup- 
'  ply  it  by  fuch  a  conftrudion,  and  therefore  he 
'  hoped  they  would  not  throw  it  out.' 

Sir  IVilliam  IVyndham  faid,  '  he  hoped  when  this 

*  bill  was  committed  they  would  make  it  a  reafon- 
'  able  bill,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
'  laft,  had  mentioned  a  pofTible  cafe,  that  the  I)«/<:i^ 
'  would  fhut  up  their  fhop  to  the  Emperor  ;  and 
'  fuch  a  bare  pofTibility  it  was,  that  no  man  could 
'  think  it  a  common  probability  :  That  in  the  late 
'  wars  with  France^  we  drew  them  into  a  bargain, 

*  and  paid  them  a  price  to  difcontinue  their  trade 

*  with  the  French^  which  they  did  for  one  year  only, 

*  but 
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*  but  took  our  money  for  two  or  three  more,  and 

*  when  required  to  follow  the  tenor  of  th^ir  con- 

*  trad,  they  declared  they  neither  could  nor  would 

*  do  any  fuch  thing;  that  therefore  we  cannot  ima- 

*  gine  the  Dutch  will  refufe  to  lend  their  money  to 

*  the  Emperor  now,  any  more  than  to  trade  with 

*  the  French  in  the  Queen's  war,    that  he  looked 

*  on  all  tbefe  reftraints  upon  liberty,  as  unjuftifia- 

*  ble  powers  In  the  hands  of  a  miniftry  ;  and  that 

*  to  argue  from  any  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Cor-- 

*  pus  ad,  to  the  fufpenfion  of  trade,  was  to  argue 
'  from  one  evil  to  another;  that  he  was  alfoagainft 

*  the  pradlice  of  an  Englijh  bill   in  the  Exchequer, 

*  to  difcover  evidence  ;    that   he  had    heard  the 

*  iS<?^//^-y^^  ad  mentioned,  buttho'  it  was  a  law,  and 
'  theretore  to  be  tenderly  ufed,    he  was  no  more 

*  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  that  than  he  was  of 

*  this;    and  that  he  found  from  foiiie  paffages    in 

*  this  debate,  that  becaufe  we  flood  in  fear  of  a  war 

*  with  the  Emperor,  therefore  the  nation  fhould  bear 
'  whatever  the  French  fhould  impofe.* 

The  Speaker  would  now  have  put  the  queftion  : 
But, 

Mr.  7—-  d'J faid,  '  that  this  was  a  bill 

'  of  terrors  ;  that  tho'  a  temporal  ad,  it  would  be 
'  an  eternal  yoke  on  them  and  their  fellow  fubjeds; 

*  that  fincethe  honourable  perfon  in  the  adminiftra- 

*  tion,  had  opened  fecret  intelligence,  they  fhould 

*  alfo  know  what  he  knew  of  this  matter. 

-  That  the  Empeior  had  depofited  jewels  in  Hoi- 

*  la7td,  as  a  fecurity  for  the  fum  of  400,000/.  and 

*  that  he  himfelf  had  money  to  lend,  and  he  did 

*  not  know  any  caufe  why   he  and  other   people, 
<  might  not  make  aa  advantageous  bargain  as  well 

*  as  their  neighbours  the  Dutch, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  F —  replied,  '  That  indeed  it  was  a  bill  of 

*  terrors,  and  he  hoped  it  would  prove  fo  to  all  the 

*  King's  enemies,  the  foes  to  the  peace  of  Great- 
*•  Britain  ;  but  that  the  terror  of  our  enemies  would 
'  be  the  delight  of  our  friends  :  He  added,    the 

*  gentleman  was  mifm formed,  the  Emperor  had 
'  no  fuch  jewels  to  mortgage,  but  the  revenues  of 

*  his  hereditary  countries.' 

The  queftion  then  was  carried  without  any  di- 
vifion. 

Thefe  things  having  taken  their  courfe  in  the 
houfe,  and  the  public  bufmefs  being  as  good  as  over, 
his  Majelty  came  on  the  15th  o^  May  to  put  an  end 
to  the  felTion,  when  being  feated  on  the  throne  in 
the  houfe  of  Peers  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  and 
the  Commons  being  fent  for  up,  his  Majefty  gave 
the  royal  aflent  to  the  public  and  private  bills  pre- 
pared for  him,  and  made  the  following  fpeech. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

E  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  difpatch 


TH 


you  have  given  to  the  public  bufinefs,  make 
it  proper  for  me  to  put  an  end  to  this  feflion ;  and 
I  make  no  doubt,  but  the  conduct  and  behaviour 
of  this  Parliament,  as  it  has  anfwered  my  expec- 
tations, will  be  equally  fatisfactory  to  all  my  good 
and  faithful  fubjedls. 

'  The  fupport  you  have  given  me,  in  enabling 
me  fo  effe^tuLilly  to  make  good  my  engagements 
with  my  allies,  will,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  have  the 
defired  effedl ;  and  when  it  fhall  be  feen,  that  the 
allies  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  are  not  only  deter- 
mined, but  in  a  readincfs,  to  execute  their  mutual 
engagements,  it  is  very  much  to  be  hoped,  that  a 

'  gene- 
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*  general  pacification  will  be  the  happy  confequence 

*  of  this  juft  and  powerful  alliance. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfs  of  Commons^ 
'  I  give  you  my  thanks  in  particular  for  the  fup^- 

*  plies  you  have  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
'  year.  It  is  a  great  fitisfadion  to  me,  that  you 
'  have  had  fuch  a  due  regard  for  the  eafe  of  your 
'  fellow-fubjeds,  whofe  welfare  and  profperity  it 
'  fhall  always  be  my  principal  care  and  ftudy  to 
'  advance  and  promote. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*  I  am  very  glad,  that,  for  the  general  fatisfadlion, 

*  you  entered  into  a  particular  confideration  of  the 
'  ftate  of  the  nation ;  and  it  is  a  great  happinefs  to 

*  fee,  afterfo  many  unjuft  and  unreafonable  clamours, 
'  raifed  with  all  pofTible  art,  induftry,  and  malice, 
'  that,  upon  mature  deliberation,  and  the  moft  fo- 

*  lemn  debates,  you  were  fo  far  from  finding  any 
'  thing  worthy  of  blame  or  cenfure,  that  all  matters 

*  which  came  under  your  confideration,  met  with 
'  your  approbation. 

'  This  muil  give  all  mankind  a  juft  deteftation 
'  of  thofe  incendiaries,  who,  from  a  fpirit  of  envy 
'  and  difcontent,  continually  labour,  by  fcandalous 
'  libels,  to  alienate  the  affedions  of  my  peopla,  and 

*  to  fill  their  minds  with  groundlefs  jealoufies  and 

*  unjuft  complaints,  in  diilionour  of  me  and  my 
^  government,  and  in  defiance  of  the  fenfe  of  both 

*  houfes  of  Parliament. 

'  But  I  muft  rely  upon  your  prudence,  and  your 

*  concern  for  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  your  coun- 

*  try,  to  difcountenance  all  fuch  feditious  pradliccs, 

*  and  to  make  my  people  fenfible,  that  thefe  wicked 
*•  proceedings  can  have  no  other  view  or  end,  but 

*  to  create  confufion  and  diftradion  among  us.' 
Then  the   Lord  Chancellor,  by  his   Majefty's 

command,  faid, 

Aly 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  YT  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  plcafurCjThat 
'  \^  this  Parliament  ht  prorogued  to  "Tucfday  the 
<  fourteenth  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here  held ; 
'  and  this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
'  Tuefday  the  fourteenth  day  of  July  next. 

The  Fourth  SeJ/ion  of  the  Third  Septennial  Par^ 
liament. 

THIS  feflion  began  on  Thurfday  the  21  ft 
day  of  January^  when  his  Majefty  being 
come  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  feated  on  his 
throne,  and  the  houfe  of  Commons  being  come 
up,  his  Majefty  made  the  following  fpeech  to  both 
houfes. 

Aly  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  XT  O  U  cannot  but  be  fenfible,  that  the  mea-  The  King's 

*  X    fures  formerly  taken,  and  the  conclufion  of^?'^^^*' 
'  the  treaty  of  Seville^  have  prevented  and  difap- 

'  pointed  the  dangerous  confequences  that  were  fo 
'  juftly  apprehended   from  the  treaty  of  Vienna  \ 

*  and  we  do  not  only  fee  that  union  diirolvcd,which 

<  had  alarmed  all  Europe^  but  the  allies  of  the  treaty 

*  of //^?/^i;^r  ftrengthened  by  the  additional  power 

<  of  the  crown  of  Spain. 

*  This  fituation  of  affairs  gave  us  a  reafonable 
'  profpecl  of  a  general  pacification,  and  juft  hopes 
'  of  feeing  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Seville 

*  complied  with,  without  the  neceffity  of  coming  to 
'  extremities  -,  and  no  endeavours  have  been  want- 
'  ing,  conformable  to  my  engagements  with  my 
'  allies,  to  obtain  that  happy  end.  But  this  defira- 
'  ble  event  having  been  hithertodelayed,  the  treaty 

*  o^ Seville  lays  an  indifpenfible  obligation  upon  all 
«  the  contracting  pariicb  to  prepare  fo;-  the  execution 

of 
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'  of  "it;  and  we  mufl  be  in  a  readinefs  to  perform 
'  our  part,  and,  by  continuing  to  purfue  the  proper 
«  meafures,  convince  our  allies,  that  we  will  faith- 
«  fully  fulfil  our  engagements,  and,  asfarasfhall  de- 

*  pend  upon  us,  procure  the  fatisfadion  due  to  them, 

*  either  by  fuch  means  as  fhall  be  moft  eligible,  or 

*  by  fuch  as  fhall  be  found  abfolutely  necelfa^ry. 

'  The  prefent  critical  conjan(5lure  feems  in  a  very 

*  particular  planner  to  deferve  your  attention,  and 

*  you  need  not  be  told  with  what  impatience  the 
'  refolutions  of  this  Parliament  are  every  where 

*  waited  for  and  expeded. 

'  I  am  incapable  of  attempting  to  influence  your 

*  proceedings  by  groundlefs  fears  and  apprehenfions, 
'  and  as  incapable  of  amufing  you  with  vain  hopes 

*  and  eXpe61:ations  ;  but  as  the  tranfadlions,  now  de- 

*  pending  in  the  feveral  courts  o^  Europe^  are  upon 
'  the  point  of  being  determined,  the  great  event  of 

*  peace  or  war  may  be  very  much  affedled  by  your 

*  firfl  refolutions.    The  continuance  of  that  zeal  and 

*  vigour,  which  you  have  hitherto  fhewn,  infupport 
'  of  me  and  my  engagements,    mufl,   at  this  time, 

*  be  of  the  greatefl  weight  and  importance,   both 

*  with  regard  to  my  allies,  who  cannot  then  think 
'  their  interefl  and  the  common  caufe  negleded,  be- 

*  fore  the  conditions  of  their  treaties  are  accomplifh- 

*  ed  -,  and  with  regard  to  thofe,  who  may  be  dif- 
*•  pofed,  before  the  feafon  of  adion  is  come,  topre- 
'  vent,  by  an  accommodation,  the  fatal  confequen- 

*  ces  of  a  general  rupture,    which  they  will  have 

*  little  reafon  to  apprehend,  if  they  find  the  allies 
^  oi Seville  not  unprepared  to  do  themfelves  juftice. 

*  The  plan  of  operations  for  the  execution  of  the 
'  treaty  of  Seville  by  force,  in  cafe  we  fhall  be  dri- 

*  ven  to  that  necefTicy,  is  now  under  confideration  > 
'  and  until  the  proportions  of  the  confederate  forces 
^  and  the  proper  difpofitions  for  employing  them, 

*  Ihall  be  finally  adjufled  and  agreed  upon,  it  will 

*  not  be  eafy  to  determine  how  tar  the  expences, 

*  neceiTary 
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«  neceflliry  for  the  fcrvice  oftheenfuing  year,  may, 

*  or  may  nor,    exceed  the  provifions  made  for  the 

*  Tervice  of  the  laft  year. 

*  In  the  mean  time  1  am  perfiiaded  you  will  go 

*  on  to  give  all  polTible  difpatch  to  the  public  bufn 
«  nefs  ;  and  if  it  fhall  be  neceflary,  I  Ihall  not  fail 

*  to  afk  the  farther  advice  and  afllftance  of  my  Par- 

*  liament,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  pub- 
«  lie    affairs,    and  as  foon  as  any  proper  occafion 

*  fhall  require  it. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  I  will  order  the  proper  e&imates  to  be  prepared, 

*  and  laid  before  you  ;   and  I  can  make  no  doubt, 

*  but  that  dutiful  regard  which  you  have  always 

*  fliewed  to  me  and  my  honopr,  and  your  juft  con- 

*  cern  for  the  true  intereft  of  your  country,  will  in- 

*  duce  you  to  grant  me  the  necefiary  fupplies,  and 

*  enable  me  to  make  good  my  engagements  witl^ 

*  my  allies,    with  that  chearfulnefs  and  affedion, 

*  which  become  a  Britiflj  houfe  of  Commons,    ten- 

*  der  and  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  crown,  care- 
«  ful  and  folicitous  for  the  glory  and  profperity  of 

*  the  kingdom.. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  The  time  draws  near,  which  will  admit  of  no 
<  farther  delays.   If  the  tranquillity  of  Europe^  can 

*  be  fettled  without  the  effufion  of  blood,  or  the  ex- 

*  pence  of  public  treafure,  that  fituation  will  cer- 

*  tainly  be  moft  happy  and  defireable.  But  if  that 

*  bleffing  cannot  be  obtained,  honour,  jultice,  and 

*  the  facred  faith  due  to  folemn  treaties,  will  call 

*  upon  us  to  exert  ourfelves,  in  procuring  by  force 
«  what  cannot  be  had  upon  juft  and  reafonable 
'  terms.' 

After  which  the  Commons  retired  to  their  own 

houfe,  and  his  Majefty's  fpeech  being  reported  to 

Vol.  IX.  K  k  the 
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the  houfe  of  Lords  by  my  Lord  Chancellor,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  and  leconded,  '  that  an  humble  ad- 
'  drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefly,   to  return  his 

*  Majefty  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  for  his  moft  gra- 

*  cious  fpeech  from  the  throne  ^  to  declare  that,  as 

*  his  Majefly  had  ufed  all  endeavours  to  obtain  a 

*  compliance  with  the  juft  conditions  of  the  treaty 
<  of  Seville,   fo  it  was  their  duty  to  perfevere  in  a 

*  zeal  for  his  Majeily^s  honour,  and  the  public  fakh 

*  of  the  nation  ;  and  to  afilire  his  Majefty  that  they 
«  would  fupport  his  Majefty*s  engagements,  and  in 

*  all  events  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 

*  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  procure  fatisfadlion  to  his 

*  aHies,.   and  that  whenever  his  Majefty  Ihould  be 

*  graciouily  pleafed  to  afk  their  farther  advice  and 
^  afliftancey  they  v/ould  come  to  fuch  refolutions,  as 
^  became  dutiful  and  faithful  fubje^ls,  tender  of  the 

*  effufion  of  blood,  and  the  expence  of  public  trea- 
'  fure,  but  unalterably  fteady  in  maintaining  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  the  nation,,  and  the  tiered  faith  due  to 
^  public  treaties/ 

An  Amendment  was  offered  by  the  right  honou- 
rable the  Lord  Carteret  to  this  motion,  and  fecond- 
edby  the  Earls  o^  IVinchelfea^  Strafford^  &c.  which. 
was  as  follows,  '  That  they  fhould  defire  of  his 

*  Majefty,  that  in  cafe  a  War  broke  out,  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  would  take  eare  that  the  fame  fhould  not  be 

*  carried  on  againft  the  Emp.ror  in  Flanders,  or 

*  upon  the  Rhine. ^  This  amendment  was  oppofed 
by  the  Dukes  of  Ne'wcajile^  Ar^yle^  &c.  and  after 
long  debates  it  was  carried  againft  the  amendment ; 
and  an  addrefs  ordered  to  be:  drawn  up  in  the  ternis 
firft  propofed.  The  arguments  of  both  fides  were 
much  the  fiime,  as  were  made  ufe  of  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  of  which  we  fnall  give  an  account 
in  their  proper  place  :  The  addref^was  as  follows. 
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'The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  right  honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  ajfembled^ 

Die  Jovis  2 1  Januarii^   1 7 30- 1 . 

Aioft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  \7l/'E  yo^^  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and    loyal  ThcLord* 

*  V  V    fubjedls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tempo-  Addreii- 

*  ral  in  Parliament  afTcmbled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 

*  return  your  Majedy  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  for 

*  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

*  The  many  fatal  confequences  attending  the  trea- 

*  ty  of  Vienna^  which  affeded  all  Europe^  but  more 

*  particularly  this  nation,  could  only  have  been  ob- 

*  viated  by  diflblving  that  dangerous  union  :  This 

*  the  meafures formerly  taken,  and  the  conclufion  of 

*  the  treaty  of  Seville^  have  not  only  accomplifhed, 

*  but  have  even  joined  one  of  the  great  contrading 

*  powers  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna^  to  the  allies  at  the 

*  treaty  of  Hanover. 

*  Your  Majefty  having  thus  laid  a  fure  foundation 
^  of  the  public  tranquillity,  if  the  juft  conditions  of 

*  the  treaty  of  Seville  v/ere   complied  with,    and 
'  having,  in  purfuance  of  your  engagements  with 

*  the  allies,  ufed  all  endeavours  to  obtain  that  hap^y 

*  end  ;  it  is  highly  our  duty  to  perfevere  in  that 

*  zeal  for  your  M3Jefty*s  honour,    and  the  public 
'  faith  of  the  nation,    that  all  the  parties  to  that 

*  treaty,    who  are  under  mutual  and  indifpenfible 

*  obligations  for  the  execution  of  it,  may  find  no- 

*  thing  wanting  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

'  We  therefore  humbly  beg  leave  to  afTure  your 

*  Majefty,  that  the  fame  zeal  and  vigour,  which  has 

*  hithereto  appeared  in  this  houfe,  for  the  fupport  of 

*  your  Majefty  and  your  engagements,    fhall  con- 

*  tinue  to  be  fo  maniftft,  in  all  our  proceedings,  to 

*  the  contending  powers  abroad,  that  there  fhall  as 

*  little  doubt  remain,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power, 

K  k  2  'of 
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of  your  Majefly's  being  fully  enabled  in  all  events 
to  procure  fatisfadion  to  your  allies,  if  fgrce 
Ihould  be  neceffary,  as  there  is  of  your  Majefty's 
known  inclination,  from  a  tendernefs  to  your  peo- 
ple, and  concern  for  the  peace  of  Europe^  to  pre- 
vent by  any  juft  accommodation  the  bad  confe 
quences  of  a  general  rupture. 
*  We  fhall  in  the  mean  time  give  all  pofiible  dif- 
patch  to  the  public  bufinefs,  and  v^henever  your 
Majefty  Ihall  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  afk  our  far- 
ther advice  and  afTiftance,  this  houfe  will  come  to 
fuch  refolutions  as  become  dutiful  and  faithful  fub- 
jedts,  tender  of  the  effufion  of  blood,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  public  treafure,  but  unalterably  fteady  in 
maintaining  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  the  fa- 
cred   faith  due  to  public  treaties,    ever  mindful 

■  that  we  owe  the  enjoyment  of  our  happy  confti- 

■  tution  to  the  fettlement  of  the  crown  in  your  Ma- 
'  jelly's  royal  family,  and  contributing  all  that  is 
'  in  our  power,  that  your  Majefty  may  long  wear 
^  it  with  eafe  and  honour,  undifturbed  by  ene- 
'  mies  either  at  home  or  abroad.' 


To  which  his  Majefty  returned   the  followin 

'■anfv/er. 


My  L  O  R  D  S, 

TThank you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs,  The 
enabling  me  tofulfil  my  engagements  with  my  allies 
in  all  events^  will  not  only  effectually  fe cure  and  conti- 
tinue  to  my  people  the  advantages  flipulated  for  therh 
hy  treaties^  but  may  greatly  contribute  to  the  obtaining 
of  a  general  pacification. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Commons  being  returned 
to  their  own  houfe  ;  in  order  to  conftiture  a  feflion 
of  Parliament,  a  bill  for  more  effccluallypreventingof 
clandeliinc  outlawries  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fccond  time.     Then  Mr.  Speaker  reported 

tbat 
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that  the  houfe  had  attended  Iiis  Majefty  in  the  houfc 
of  Peers,  that  he  had  obtained  a  co})y  of  his  Majcf- 
ty's  fpeech  which  he  read  to  the  houie,and  tliereupon 
a  motion  was  made  and  feconded,  '  that  an  humbJe 

*  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majedy,  to  return  his 

*  Majefty  the  thanks  of  tiie  houfe  for  his  moll  gra- 
'  cious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  to  acknowledge  his 

*  Majefly's  goodnefs  ia  endeavouring  to  have  the 
'  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  fulfilled  and  ex- 
^  ecuted,  in  fuch  manner  as  might  befl  fecure  a  ge- 

*  jieral  pacification,  and  be  conformable  with  his  en- 

*  gagements  with  his  allies  j  to  declare  their  intire 

*  confidence  in  his  Majefty's  care  and  concern  for 

*  the  honour  and  interefts  of  his  people,  and  their 
'  perfect  reliance  upon  his  wifdom  and  juftice,  in 
'  doing  every  thing  that  fhall  depend  upon  him,  to 

*  procure  the  fatisf^ion  due  to  his  allies,  by  fuch 
'  means  as  fli^ill  be  moft  defireable,  or  abfglutely  ne- 
'  cefTary;  to  exprefs  their  firm  refolution  to  continue 
'  their  utmoft  zeal  and  vigour,  in  fupport  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  and  his  engagements,  and  to  aflure  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  that  they  would  give  all  poflible  difpatch  to 

*  the  public  bufinefs,  as  it  ihould  from  time  to  time 
*-  be  brought  before  them,  and  that  from  a  dutiful 

*  regard  to  his  Majefty 's  honour  and  dignity,  and 

*  a  juft  concern  for  the  true  intereft  of  their  country^ 

*  which  they  fhould  always  look  upon  as  indifpenfa- 

*  hle^  and  infepar able  obligations^  they  would  grant  to 
"-  his  Majefty  fuch  fupplies,  as  fhould  be  neccflary 
^  for  the  fervice  of  theenfuing  year  •,  andeftedually 

*  enable  his  Majeft.y  to  make  good  his  engagements 
^  with  his  allies  :  And  in  return  to  his  Majefty's 

*  goodnefs,  in  avoiding  to  bring  any  unneceflliry 

*  burdens  upon  his  people,  to  aftfure  his  Majefty,  that 

*  in  cafe  thecircumllances  of  affairs,  fhould  oblige 
^  his  Majefty  to  afk  the  farther  advice  and  afllftance 

*  of  that  houfe,  they  would,  upon  every  occafion, 

*  difcharge  their  duty  to  his  Majefty  and  thofe  they 
'"  reprefent,   with  that  chearfulnefs  and  aflredion, 

K  k  3  *  which 
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*  which  became  a  BritiJJo  houfe  of  Commons,  ten- 
«  der  and  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and 
'  careful  and  follicitous  for  the  glory  of  the  king-. 
'  dom. 

Hereupon  a  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe,  and 
feconded,  for  the  following  amendment  to  the  firfl 
motion,  viz.  to  leave  ouf  moft  part  of  the  firfl  mo- 
tion in  order  to  make  the  addrefs  general,  and  to  de- 
fire  that  his  Majefly  would  take  care,  that  no  war 
Ihould  be  carried  on  in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine. 

This  amendment  v/as  fupported  by  the  two  Mr. 
Pulteney^s.,  Sir  William  Wyndham^  &c.  and  oppofed 
by  Sir  Robert  JValpole ^Horatio  JValpole^  Lord  Harvey 
Sir  Willi  am  Tonge^  &:c.  the  arguments  offered  in  fup^ 
port  of  the  amendment  were,  '  That  every  gentle- 

*  tleman  in  that  houfe  knew  very  well  the  great  ex- 

*  pence  of  blood  and  treafure  it  had  coft  this  nation 
«  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  power  of  France^  which 

*  by  the  impolitic  meafures  of  former  times  had  been 

*  allowed  to  rife  to  fuch  a  height,  that  it  began  to 

*  threaten  the  liberties  of  all  Europe :  That  our  join-^ 

*  ing  with  France^  and  attacking  the  Emperor  in 

*  Flanders^  or  upon  the  Rbine^would  naturally  throw 

*  Flanders.,  and  perhaps  a  part  of  Ger77iany  into  the 
^  hands  of  the  French  j  by  which  that  monarchy 

*  would  again  become  terrible  to  Europe^  and  the 

*  whole  fruits  of  a  ten  years  fuccefsful  war  would  be 

*  intirely  deflroyed. 
'  That  French  alliances,  thro'  the  unfaithful nefs 

*  of  that  people,  and  their  inveterate  malice  to  us, 

*  had  always  proved  deflruftive  to  the  intercft  and 

*  trade  of  this  nation,  that  the  ufe  they  had  always 

*  made  of  a  correfpondcnce  with  us,  was  to  encou- 
'  rage  arbitrary  defigr.s  in  our  princes,and  thatthere- 

*  fore  it  had  generally  proved  fatal  for  any  King,  or 
^  Miniftry  of  England  to  enter  cordially  into  any 

*  friendfhip  or  correfpondence  v/ith  them:  That  we 

*  niighc 
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*  might  learn  from  the  hiftories  of  former  times, 

*  what  faith  could  be  given  to  French  promifes  or 

*  French  engagements ;  even  at  prefent  we  may  fee, 

*  that  they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  late  preca- 

*  rious  fnuation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^  and  of  the 

*  confidence  we  have  repofcd  in  them,    and  from 
'  thence  have  prefumed  to  clear,  and  reftore  the  har- 

*  hour  of  Dunkirk^  and  to  incroach  upon  our  fettle- 
^  ments  in  the  Weft-Indies  :  From  their  prefent  ma- 

*  nagement  we  may  judge,  how  much  their  friend- 

*  fhip  is  to  be  depended  on,    we  may  fee  that  we 

*  muft  pay  dear  for  any  fuperficial  favours  they  are 

*  pleafed  to  vouch fafe  to  us,  or  to  any  of  our  allies. 
'  That  profecutinga  war  either  in  Flanders  or  up- 

*  on  the  Rhine  in  conjundlion  with  the  French^  could 

*  tend  to  nothing  but  the  ruining  of  that  balance  of 

*  power  in  Europe^  which  with  difficulty  we  had  at 

*  laft  eftabliflied,  after  a  ten  years  bloody  and  expert 

*  five  war  crowned   with  many  glorious  vidories, 

*  and  attended  with  a  mod  furprizingfuccefs :  That 

*  in  the  prefent  conjundture  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^ 

*  the  balance  of  power  by  our  being  beaten  might 

*  fuffer,  by  our  being  vidorious  it  would  be  intirely 

*  deflroyed,  and  loft  perhaps  for  ever. 

*  That  according  to  the  ancient  Parliamentary 
*-  method,  all  addrefTes  were  general  \  that  our  an- 
'  ceftors  never  were  fo  complaifant  as  to  declare 
^  their  fenfe  of  things,  till  the  particulars  came  re- 

*  gularly  before  them:  That  the  making  of  an  ad- 
'  drcfs  in  terms  fo  particular  as  thofe  now  propofed, 

*  looked  like  an  immediate  determination  of  all  the 

*  points  likely  to  come  before  them,  which  was  in 

*  effed  bringing  the  bufmefs  of  the  whole  feflion  into 

*  the  refolves  of  one  day,  and  proceeding  to  deter- 

*  mine  without  either  proofs  or  reafons  for  fuch  de- 

*  terminations  :  As  for  example,  the  promifmg  now 

*  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in   all  his  engagements, 

*  without  knowing  what  thofe  engagements  were, 
^  feemed  to  be  a  determining,  that  they  would  fup- 

K  k  4  '  port 
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*  port  him  before  any  reafon  could  be  offered  for 

*  fuch  a  determination  ;  for  no  other  reafon  could 

*  be  offered,  than  that  they  were  all  juft  and  rea- 
^  fonable,  which  no  man  could  fay  before  he  knew 

*  what  they  were.' 
J-«fons  for       In  anfwer  to  this  it  was  urged,  *  That  the  making 

of  the  addrefs  in  terms  fo  very  general,  feemed 
to  be  fhewing  a  fort  of  diffidence  in  his  Majefty's 
condudl  and  management ;  that  his  Majefty,  ever 
fince  he  came  to  the  throne,  had  always  been  fo 
careful  of  the  interefts  of  the  nation,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  houfehad  any  reafon  to  harbour  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  his  Majefty's  meafures :  That  as  to 
the  other  part  of  the  amendment  relating  to  the 
war  in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine ^thty  agreed  that 
it  was  not  for  the  intereft  o^  Europe^  that  any  part 
of  thofe  countries  fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
French ;  that  his  Majefty  would,  without  doubt, 
according  to  his  wonted  prudence,  take  all  pro- 
per care  to  prevent  any  fuch  confequence  ;  but 
that  the  putting  of  fuch  words  in  the  addrefs 
would  look  like  an  incroacliment  upon  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  and  a  direding  of  the  o- 
perations  of  the  future  war,  if  any  ftiould  happen, 
which  they  hoped  would  not,  for  that  they  had 
good  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  meafures  already 
concerted  would  produce  a  pacification. 
*  That  the  principal  defign  of  the  great  alliance 
formed  againft  the  Emperor,  was  to  convince  him, 
that  if  he  did  not  come  into  the  peaceable  meafures 
propofed,  he  would  be  fo  powerfully  attacked  up- 
on all  fides,  that  it  would  be  impofTible  for  him  to 
refift ;  which  defign  would  be  entirely  fruftrated 
if  they  fliould  declare  at  the  beginning,  that  he 
was  not  to  be  attacked  in  Flanders  or  upon  the 
Rhine^  thefe  being  the  only  two  places  in  which 
he  was  vulnerable  j  for  that  in  Italy  he  could  make 
himfelf  fuperior  tothe  wholealliance,  fincehewas 
already  in  pofTeffion  of  that  country,    and  could 

*  pour 
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'  pour  in  what  troops  he  pkafcd  by  uncxpenfive 
^  land   marches,   whereby  he  might  fill  the  whole 

*  country  with  his  numerous  body  ot  horfe,  which, 

<  being  mafter  of  the  open  country,  as  well  as  of  all 

<  the  fortified  places,  he  might  eafily  fubfid,  while 

*  the  troops  fent  by  the  allies  to  attack  him  in  Iialy^ 
'  in  order  to  force  him  to  a  comphancc  with  the 
*-  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Seville^  muft  be  both  tranf- 

*  ported,  and  fupported  byfea;  it  being  well  known 

*  to  all  thofe  who  underftand  any  thing  of  the  geo- 
'  graphy  of  Italy ^  that  it  is  impoflible  to  force  a 

*  paflage  by  land  into  that  country,  when  it  is  pro- 

*  vided  with  a  powerful  and  well  difciplined  army 

*  to  oppofe  the  entry  of  an  enemy.    That  therefore 

*  it  would  be  very  impolitic  to  put  any  fuch  words 
'  in  their  addrefs,  becaufe  it  would  perfuade  the  Em- 
'  peror,  that  the  allies  had  come  to  a  refolution  not 

*  to  attack  him  in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine^wKich 

*  by  taking  away  all  grounds  of  fear  from  the  court 
'  o\  Vienna^  would  make  them  perfevere  in  refufing 

*  to  enter  into  any  peaceable  meafures,  whereby  thofe 

*  alliances,  which  had  been  procured  with  fo  much 

*  expence  and  labour,  would  be  rendered  fruitlefs 

*  and  of  'no  effedl,  and  confequently  a  pacification 

*  would  become  altogether  impra6l:icable.' 
Another  amendment  was  o^crtdbyThojnas  Wynd- 

haniy  Efq;  member  of  Parliament  for  Sudbury  in  mentoffaeL 
Suffolk  in  thefe  words,'z;/2;.  '  That  they  would  fupport 
'  h is Maj eft y's  engagements,  in  fo  far  as  they  related 
'  to  the  intereft  o^i  Great-Britain.^  This  motion  was 
feconded  byMr.  Fulteney  and  feveral  others,  and  op- 
pofed  by  Sir  Robert  Walple^  &c.  In  fupport  of  the 
amendment  it  was  faid,  '  That  it  was  agreeable  to 
'  the  act  of  fettlement  whereby  it  is  exprefly  pro- 
^  vided,  that  this  nation  fhall  net  be  obliged  to  en- 
^  ter  into  a  war  for  the  defence  of  any  dominions  noc 
^  belonging  to  the  crown  o{  Great  Brit  ain\  that  by  vir- 
*•  tue  of  this  ad  his  Majefty  held  the  crown  of  thefe 

*  realmsjand  that  therefore  every  claufe  and  provifo 

*  thereof 
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«  thereof  was   to   be  exadly  obferved,  except  in 

*  fo  far  as  they  had  been,  or  fhould  be  altered  by 

<  ParHament ;  and  that  therefore  the  houfe  could 

*  not  well  by  way  of  addrefs  go  any  farther,  than 

*  to  fay  that  they  would  fupport  his  Majefty's  en- 

*  gagements,  in  fo  far  as  they  related  to  the  intereft 

*  of  Credit- Britain  J" 

In  anfwerto  this  it  was  alledged,  '  That  fuch  an 

*  exprefiion  in  their  addrefs  would  feem  to  infinuate, 
'  that  his  Ma;iefty  had  entered  into  engagements, 

*  that  did  not  relate  to  the  interefts  of  Great -Brit  ain^ 

*  which  would  be  the  greateil  ingratitude  that  could 
"^  be  imagined  towards  his  Majefty,  who  in  all   his 

*  meafures  had  never  ihewn  the  kafl  regard  to  any 
'  thing  but  the  interefl  of  Great-Britain^  and  the 

*  eafe  and  fecurity  of  the  people  thereof,  as  all  thofe 
'  who  had  the  honour  to  ferve  him  could  teftify,  and 
'  upon  their  honour  declare:  and  that  they  hoped 

*  every  member  of  that  houfe  was  convinced,  that 

*  his  Majefty  never  would  enter  into  any  engage- 

*  ment,  that  was  not  abfolutely  neceiTary  for  procu- 
'  ring  the  happinefs  and  enfuring  the  fafety  of  his 

*  people,  and  therefore  it  was  quite  unneceflary  to 

<  confine  the  words  of  their  addrefs  to  fuch  engage- 

*  ments  as  related  to  the  interefts  of  Great-Bri^ 
'  tain* 

Ur. Heath,      In  this  debate  George  Heathcote^  Efq;  member  for 

cere's fpeech.^^-^^^^  in  Wiltjhire,  fpoke  to  the  effecl  following, 

^/z.  *  That  with  refped  to  the  prerogative,  he  did 

*  not  think  that  the  giving  of  advice  to  his  Majefty 

*  could  ever  be  called  an  interfering  with  the  prero- 

*  gative  of  the  crown,  fince  it  was  the  proper  bufi- 
'  nefs  of  Parliament,  which  was  the  King's  great 

*  Council,  to  advife  the  crown  in  all  matters  of  im- 
'  portance;  that  it  was  what  many  Parliaments  had 

*  done,  and  what  they  were  always  obliged  to  do. 

*  That 
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'  Thatthca6l:ingagainfl;the  Emperor  in  H^«^<rrj, 

*  or  upon  the  Rhine  ^nx^  abfolutely  dcflrudivctothe 

*  intcreft  of  England^    and  inconfiftcnt    with  that 

*  political  maxim  of  maintaining  a  balance  of  power 
*•  in  Europe y  as  had  been  acknowledged  by  all  the 

*  gentlemen  who  had  fpoke  in  the  debate  ;  there- 

*  fore   he  thought  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe, 

*  that  no  minifter  would  dare  to  advife  his  Majefty 

*  to  concur  in  fuch  a  meafure  ;     for  which  realon 

*  there  was  no  need  of  advifing  his  Majeity  againil: 

*  a  meafure,    which  it   could  not  be  fuppofed  he 

*  would  take. 

'  That  in  order  to  procure  the  long  wiHied-for 
^  peace,  it  was  neceflary  to  convince  the  world,  that 
'  they  would  join  heartily  with  his  Majefty  in  all 

*  proper  meafures  for  that  end,  which  they  could 
«  not  more  effedlually  do,  than  by  lliewing  an  una- 

*  nimity  in  their  refolves  at  the  beginning  of  the 

*  felTion  of  Parliament  •,  fuch  an  unanimity  would 
^  certainly   have  its  weight  abroad,     it  would  en- 

*  courage  our  allies,  it  would  terrify  our  enemies, 
« and  make  both  attentive  to  fuch  propofals  as  his 
'  Majefty  fhould  think  proper  to  make  to  them  ; 
«  and  it  would  teftify  to  the  world  their  zeal  for  the 

*  fupport  of  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment. 

'  That  for  his  part,  he  looked  upon  all  addreffjs 
«  to  be  in  their  own  nature  general,  and  that  no 
«  words  which  could  be  put  into  an  addrefs,  coukl 
'  any  ways  influence  the  future  rcfolutions  of  Parlia- 
'  ment  •,  he  looked  upon  them  only  as  words  of 
'  courfe,    and  no  more  obligatory  than  the  penal 

*  words  of  a  bond,  which  every  one  knows  obliges 

*  the  debtor  to  the  payment  of  nothing  more  than 
'  the  principalfum  borrowed,  withintereft  andcolts 
'  of  fuit :    That  the  declaring  in  the  addrefs  that 

*  they  would  fupport  the  King's  engagements  ne- 
^  ceflarily  implies,  that  fuch  engagements  do  relate 
^  to  the  intereft  of  England^  and  if  afterwards  it 
^  ihould  appear,  that  any  one  of  them  did  not,  he 

'  would 
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«  would  not  at  all  think  himfelf  obliged  by  the  ge- 

*  neral  words  of  the  addrefs  to  approve  of,  or  fup- 

*  port  any  fuch  engagement. 

*  That  he  believed  he  would  vote  for  an  addrefs 

*  in  the  terms  as  at  firft  propofed,  but  that  his  vot- 
«  ing  in  that  way  might  not  be  conflrued  fo,  as  to 

*  anticipate  his  affent  to  any  thing  thereafter  pro- 

*  pofed,  he  thought  it  proper  to  declare,  that  by 

*  fupporting  his  Majefty's  engagements,  he  neither 

*  meant  to  agree  to  the  continuing  of  the  HeJJians 
'in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  nor  to  approve  of 
*•  fubmitting  tamely  to  the  depredations  of  the  Spa- 
'  niards^  nor  of  allowing  them  to  blockade  GihraU 
^  tar  \  nor  did  he  approve  of  fubmitting  palTively 
'  to  theincroachmentsof  the  French  in  the  Weft-In- 

*  dles^  or  to'  their  opening  the  port  and  harbour  of 

*  Dunkirk  \  nor  would  he  from  thencethink  himfelf 
'  obliged  to  approve  of  any  meafurc,  which  he 
'  fhould  not  at  the  time  of  propofing  think  expe- 

*  dient,  and  confiftent  with  the  real  and  true  intereft 

*  of  Great- Britain  :  That  by  afifuring  his  Majefly, 

*  that  the  houfe  would  fupport  his  engagements,  he 

*  meant  to  fupport  no  other  engagements,  than  fuch 
'  as  the  houfe  ihould  judge  to  be  for  the  advantage 

*  of  the  nation  -,  that  for  his  part  he  was  very  fure 
'  that  his  Majefty  would  enter  into  none  but  fuch  as 

*  were  fo,  and  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  any  other 
'^  fort  of  engagement  had  been  entered  into,  he  would 

*  take  it  to  be  an  engagemeut  of  the  minifters,  and 
"^  not  an  engagement  of  the  King's  and  confe- 
'  quently  that  the  words  of  the  addrefs  did  notob- 
'  lige  the  houfe,  or  any  member  of  the  houfe,  to 
^  fupport  the  fame  in  any  manner  of  way.  For 
"  thefe  and  many  other  reafons  he  was  of  opinion, 

*  that  the  addrefs  ought  to  be  in  the  terms  firft  pro- 
"  pofed.'  And  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  and  fcve- 
ral  other  members  declaring,  that  they  were  of  his 
opinion,  and  that  they  underftood  addreiTes  in  the 
dime  manner  as  he  did,  the  queftion  was  put,  and 

It 
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it  palled  without  a  divifion,  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
ieily  in  the  terms  firft  propolcd  without  any  amend- 
ment. 

Whereupon  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  addrefs  accordingly  •,  and  the  lame  bei no- 
drawn  up,  and  reported  next  day  to  the  houfe, 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  prefented  the  day  foliowincr 
to  his  Majefty  by  the  whole  houfe,  and  was  as  (oU 
lows,  viz. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
''WJ^  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Th=  ^°^<^ 
'   V  y    fubjeds,  the  Commons  o^ Great  Britain,  in  I^^^^T" 
'  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return  our  fin-  ^eKnj. 
«  cere  thanks  for  your   Majefty's  moft  gracious 
'  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

'  We  cannot  but  in  gratitude  acknowledge  your 

*  Majefty's  goodnefs  in  endeavouring  to  have  the 
'  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  fulfilled  and  ex- 
'  ecuted  in  fuch  manner  as  might  beft  fecure  a  ge- 
'  neral  pacification,    and  be  conformable  to  your 

*  engagements  with  your  allies. 

'  And  out  of  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  blefllngs  we  en- 

*  joy,  we  think  ic  our  duty  to  declare  our  entire 
*■  confidence  in  your  royal  care  and  concern  for  the 
^  honour  and  intereft  of  your  people,  and  our  per- 

*  fed  reliance  upon  your  Majefty's  v/ifdom  and  juf- 
«  tice,  in  doing  every  thing  thatfhall  depend  upon 
<  you  to  procure  the  fatisfadion  due  to  your  allies, 
>  by  fuch  means  as  fliall  be  the  moft  defirable  ;  or, 
'  if  they  prove  incffedual,  by  fuch  as  ft^all  beabfo- 
*-  lutely  neceftary. 

'  We  are  firmly  refolved  to  continue  our  utmoft 

*  zeal  and  vigour  in  fupport  of  your  Majefty  and 
'  your  engagements;  efteeming  this  the  leaft  part  of 
'  our  duty,  when  we  confider,    that  thofe  engage- 

*  ments  are  the  effedl  of  your  vigilance  for  the  wel- 
'  fare  of  your  fubjeds. 

'We 
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*  We  alTcire  your  Majefly,  that  we  will  give  all 

*  pofTible  difpatch  to  the  pubjick  bufinels,  as  itfhall 

*  from  time  to  time  be  brought  before  us  ;  That  as 

*  your  people  feel  the  happinefs  of  your  reign,   fo 

*  your  Majelly  may  feel  the  eafe  of  it.     And  from 
'  a  dutiful  regard  to  your  honour  and  dignity,  and 

*  a  juft  concern  for  the  true  intereft  of  our  coun- 

*  try,  which  we  fhall  always  look  upon  as  indifpen- 

*  fible  and   infeparable  Obligations,  we  have  the 

*  greateft  fatisfadion  in  aflliring  yourMajefty^  that 

*  we  will  with  all  chearfulnefs  grant  fuch  fupplies 

*  as  fhall  be  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 

*  year,   and  efFe6lually  enable   your    Majefty  to 

*  make  good  your  engagements  with  your  allies. 

*  Your  Majefty's  goodnefs  to  Your  people  isvery 

*  apparent  in  your  avoiding  to  bring  any  unnecef- 

*  fary  burdens  upon  them.   And  it  is  the  lead  re- 

*  turn  we  can  make  for  it,  to  alTure  your  Majefty^ 

*  that  in  cafe  the  circumftances  of  publick  affairs 

*  fhall  oblige  you  to  afk  the  farther  advice  and  af- 
'  fiftance  of  your  faithful  Commons,  we  will,  upon 

*  every  occafion,    difcharge  our  duty  to  your  Ma- 
'  jelly  and  thofe  we  reprefent,  with  that  chearful- 

*  nefs  and  affe6lion,    which  become  a  Britijh  houfe 

*  of  Commons,  tender  and  jealous  of  the  honour  of 

*  the  crown,    careful  and  follicitous  for  the  glory 

*  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom/ 

To    which  his   Majefty  returned  the  following 
anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Tiie  King's  T Retum  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and 
anfwer.  '^  loyal  addvcfs .  T^he  zeal  and  affection  yoti  exprefs 
for  me^  and  the  ajfurancesyou  have  given  me  of  ena- 
bling r,ie  to  make  good  my  engagements  with  my  allies^ 
wiil^  I  am  perfuaded^  have  a  very  good  effe5i  at  this 
critical  and  important  conjun^ure. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  2 2d  day  of  January^  a  Petition  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  by  feveral 
inhabitants,  traders,  and  proprietors  of  land  with- 
in the  town  of  Manchcficr  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
cafter^   fetting  forth,  '  That  the  faid  town  was  ve- 

*  ry  large  and  populous,  and  the  poor  diereof  very 

*  numerous  and  burthenfome  ;  that  the  chief  inha- 
'  tants,    traders,   and  proprietors  of  land   there, 

*  had  agreed  to  contribute  and  give  2000/.  towards 

*  ered:ing  a  publick  workhoufe  for  the  better  main- 

*  tenance  and  employment  of  their  poor,  which 

*  would  very  much  tend  to  the  lefTening  the  poor 

*  rates  within  the  faid  town,  and  to  the  making 

*  the  labour  of  the  poor  more  beneficial  to  the 

*  trade  thereof;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave 

*  might  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  ered:- 

*  ing  a  publick  workhoufe  in  the  faid  town,  for 

*  the   purpofes    aforefaid,    with   fuch    provifions, 

*  powers,  and  authorities  as  to  the  houfe  Ihould 
'  feem  meet/ 

This  petition  was  referr'd  to  a  Committee,  and  a; 
bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe,  which  we  fhall  give 
an  account  of  in  its  proper  place. 

Upon  the  26th,  the  houfe  agreed,  nemine  contra- 
dicente^  with  the  refolution  of  the  Committee,  That 
afupply  he  granted  to  his  Majefty,  After  which  they 
ordered  the  proper  eflimates  and  accounts  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe. 

Upon  the  firft  day  of  February^  the  houfe  or- 
dered that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ma- 
king more  effedual  the  laws  in  being  for  di./.ibling 
perfons  from  being  chofen  Members  of,  or  fitting 
or  voting  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  any 
penfion  during  pleafdre,or  (or  any  number  of  years, 
or  any  ofRce  held  in  truft  for  them  In  purfuance 
of  this  order  a  bill  was  next  day  accordingly  brought 
in,  which  was  fo  favourably  rcceiv'd  by  the  Mem- 
bers within  doors,  and  fo  univerfally  applauded  and 
defired  by  the  voice  of  the  People  without,  that  it 

paiTvd 
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pafTed  the  houfe  of  Commons  without  any  oppofi- 
tion. 

Upon  the  2d  o^  February^  two  petitions  figned 
by  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  traders,  and 
land  owners  in  the  town  of  Manchejler^  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe,  fetting  forth,  '  that  there  was  al- 

*  ready  a  convenient workhoufe  hiredforthe  mainte- 
'  nance  and  employment  of  the  poor,  in  purfuance 

*  of  the  prefent  laws,  by  common  confent,  at  a 

*  public  town  meeting:  That  there  was  no  occa- 

*  fion  for  any  other,  and  that  a  workhoufe  as  in- 

*  tended  by  the  petition  depending  in  the  houfe, 

*  (praying  a  bill  for  that  purpofe)  would  prejudice 
'  the  trade  and  intereft  of  the  town,  and  render 
'  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  pre- 
'  carious  and  uncertain,  and  that  the  terms  propo- 

*  fed  for  building  the  workhoufe  petitioned  for, 

*  were  difagreeable  to  the  town  in  general,  and  had 

*  been  rejeded  at  a  public  meeting  5  wherefore  they 

*  prayed  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  their  coun- 
«  cil  before  any  bill  be  brought  in  ;  which  two  pe- 

*  titions  were  referred  to  the  committee,  to  whom 

*  the  firfl  petition  was  referred,  and  it  was  ordered, 

*  that  both  parties  be  admitted  to  be  heard  by  them- 

*  felves  or  council.' 

Upon  the  fame  day  the  houfe  was  (according  to 
order)  called  over,  and  the  names  of  fuch  Mem- 
bers as  made  default  were  taken  down,  and  ordered 
to  be  again  called  over,  which  was  accordingly  be- 
gun, but  before  they  were  called  over,  a  motion 
was  made  for  adjourning  the  call  'till  that  day 
fortnight ;  this  motion  was  warmly  oppofed  by 
the  members  who  are  fo  virtuous  as  to  think,  that 
every  man,  in  every  ftation,  ought  to  attend  his 
duty,  more  efpecially  when  his  abfence  may  hap- 
pen to  be  the  occafion  of  the  ruin  of  his  country ; 
and  their  arguments  were  fo  ftrong,  and  the  houfe 
fo  thin,  that  upon  the  queftion's  being  put,  it 
paffcd  in  the  negative,  whereupon  the  houfe  went 

thro' 


A.1731.'        DEBATES.  513 

thro'  the  lift  of  defaulters,  and  ordered  fuch  of 
them  as  were  not  cxcufcd  to  attend  again  certain 
days  then  refpeftively  appointed,  or  otlirrwife  to 
be  taken  into  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  at- 
tending the  hpufe. 

Upon  the  third  day  of  February  the  houfe  (ac- 
cording to  order)  reiolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  the  eftimate  of 
the  charge  of  the  Hejfian  troops  being  referred  to 
the  faid  Committee,  there  enfued  a  hot  debate, 
whether  or  no  thofe  troops  fhould  be  continued  in 
the  pay  o\^  Great  Britain,  The  party  in  the  houfe, 
generally  known  by  the  nam.e  of  the  Country  Party^ 
were  againft  the  continuing  of  thofe  troops  in  our 
pay,  becaufe  they  could  notj  as  they  faid,  be  of 
any  fervice  to  Great  Britain^  for  that  as  we  were 
furrounded  by  the  fea,  our  fleet  was  our  only  real 
and  proper  fecurity  ;  and  therefore  we  had  no  ufe 
for  the  maintaining  of  ftanding  armies  either  at 
home  or  abroad,  more  particularly  at  a  time  of 
perfed  tranquillity  :  They  faid,  that  if  the  appre- 
henfion  of  a  war  being  fpeedily  to  break  out  fhould 
be  made  an  argument  for  keeping  foreign  troops 
in  our  pay^  we  could  never  be  without  them  •,  for 
Europe  never  was,  nor  ever  could  be  in  luch  cir- 
cumftances,  as  that  it  could  be  faid,  there  was  no 
Feafon  for  having  any  apprehenfion  of  a  war  : 
That  many  wars  might  happen  upon  the  conti- 
nent with  which  we  had  nothing  to  do  %  and  if 
we  fhould  at  any  time  have  the  misfortune  of  be- 
ing involved  in  any  war,  it  was  then  time  enough 
to  take  foreign  troops  into  oar  pay,  but  till  then 
there  was  no  neceflity  for  it,-  for  we  would  always 
find  troops  enough  in  Europe  to  hire,  whenever 
we  had  occafion  for  them  \  therefore  the  keeping 
of  fuch  troops  in  pay  at  prefent^  when  we  had  no 
occafion  for  them,  was  a  wafting  of  the  public 
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money,  which  every  raan  who  has  any  regard  to 
the  intereft  and  welfare  of  his  native  country, 
ought  to  prevent  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power.  This 
was  the  principal  fcope  of  all  the  arguments  made 
lufe  of  by  that  party. 

■  The  other  party,  called  the  Cmrt  Party ^  faid  in 
anfwer  to  this,    *  That  though  we  were  disjoined 

*  by  the  fea  from  the  continent  of  Europe^  yet  asr 

*  long  as  we  had  any  trade  or  communication  witb 

*  any  of  the  countries  upon  the  continent,   we 

*  could  not  help  being,  involved  in  feme  of  their 

*  quarrels,  as  well  as  having  quarrels  of  our  owa 

*  with  fome  of  them  :  That  by  means  of  our  in- 

*  fluence  upon  the  affairs  of  the  continent  we  had 

*  got  a  great  many  advantages  in  trade^  and  in 

*  order  to  maintain  thofe  advantages  we  had  got^ 

*  we  were  obliged  from  time  to  time  to  interfere 

*  in  the  quarrels  among  foreign  princes  :  That  fome 

*  of  the  countries  of  Europe  had  fo  little  commu- 

*  nrcation  with-  the  fea,  chat  they  were  entirely 
*■  out  of  the  reach  of  our  £eet,  and  therefore,  in 

*  cafe  they  laid  the  trade  of  our  fubj?sd;s  in  their 

*  dominions  under  any  hardships  or  inconvenren- 
*^  cies,  or  offered  us  any  other  injpry  of  indignity^ 
'  we  had  no  other  way  of  righting  of  revenging 
-^  ourfelves,  but  by  getting  fome  of  their  power- 

*  ful  neighbours  and  rivals  upon  the  continent  to 

*  engage  in  our  quarrel,  which  we  could  never  pro- 
^  cure  without  engaging  in  fome  of  theirs  :  That 

*  this  confideration  firll  brought  on  the  treaty  of 
'  Ha7iover,   aad   obliged  us  to  take  the  Heffian 

*  troops  into  our  pay :  That  fuch  meafures  pre- 

*  vented  the  fatal  effects  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna 

*  between  the  Emperor  and  Spain^    and   at  laft 

*  brought  about  the  treaty  of  Seville^  by  which 
<  Spain  was  effedually  difunited  from  the  Empe- 
«  ror ;  but  that  in  order  to  do  this,  we  were  o- 

*  bligcd  to  enter  into  fome  new  engagements  with 

Spairif 
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*  Spain^  by  which  we  had  bound  ourfclves  to  fee 

*  6000  Spanifi  troops  introduced  into  Itcly,  to  fe- 

*  cure  the  eventual  fuccefTion  of  the  Infante  Doa 

*  Carlos  to  the  dutchies   of  'Tufcany^  Parma  and 

*  Placentia :  That  the  Emperor  not  only  rcfufcd 
'  to  confent  amicably  to  the  introdu6lion  of  thofe 

*  Spanijh   troops    but    had   filled   Italy    with   his 

*  troops,  in  order  to  repel  the  Spaniards  by  force, 

*  in  cafe  we  and  our  allies  offered  to  introduce 

*  them  without  his  confent:  That  we  had  already 

*  feen    the   good  effells  of  having  thofe  Hejfian 

*  troops  in  our  pay  *,  ajid  the  continuing  of  them 

*  might  probably  have  fuch  an  influence  upon  the 

*  Emperor,  as  at  laft  to  induce  him  to  agree  to 

*  reafonable  terms ;  whereas,  if  we  fhould  now  dif- 

*  mifs  them,  it  would  free  the  Emperor  from  all 

*  fears  of  being  attacked  upon  that  fide  j  there - 

*  upon  he  would  become  more  obftinate  \  and  his 
'  obflinacy  would  certainly  involve  Europe  in  a  ge- 

*  neral  war,  which  would  coft  us  a  great  many 

*  millions ;  fo  that  they  could  not  but  look  upon 

*  difmiding  the  Heffian  troops  at  that   time  as  a 

*  very  unreafonable  and  foolifh  piece  of  thrift,  be- 

*  caufe  we  thereby  run  the  great  rifk  of  lofing  mil- 

*  lions,  for  the  fake  of  faving  a  year'j  fubfidy  to 

*  thofe  troops.' 

At  lafl  the  Committee  agreed  to  the  continuing 
of  the  Heffian  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain^ 
and  refolved,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  241,259/. 
I  J.  3^.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defraying 
'the  expence  of  12,000  Hejfians  taken  into  his  Ma- 
jefty's  pay  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 73 1 . 

Upon  the  loth  day  of  February^  the  houfe  re- 
folved itfelf  again  into  a  Committee  of  the  whol? 
houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  when  a  great  debate  arofe  about  the 
fubfidy  payable  to  the  duke  of  JVolfenbutile,  The 
L  1  2  C<i>unirv 
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Country  Party  infifted  ftrongly  upon  it,  *  That  all 

*  thofe  fubfidies  were  of  no  fervice  to  Great  Bri- 
«  tain ;  and  that  they  were  paid  only  for  the  fake 
'  of  protecting  his  Majefty's  foreign  dominions, 
'  which  (as  fome  of  them  infinuated)  was  contrary 

*  to  the  a6l  of  fettlement  •,  one  claufe  of  which  is 
'  in  the  words  following  :    Jn  cafe  the  crown  Jhall 

*  come  to  any  pcrfon  not  being  a  native  of  England, 

*  this  nation  floall  not  he  obliged  to  war  for.  defence  of 

*  dominions  not  belonging  to  this  crown."* 

To  this  the  Court  Party  anfwered,  «  That  all 

*  the  quarrel  we  had  with  the  Emperor  was  upon 
*■  account  of  the  interefl  and  trade  of  England^  and 
^  not  at  all  on  account  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fo- 
^  reign  dominions  •,  fo  that  if  they  fhould  be  in- 
«  volved  in  a  war,  it  would  be  fo  far  from  involv- 
'  ing  Britain  in  any  war  upon  account  of  them, 

*  that  the  cafe  would  be  diredly  the  contrary,  they 
'  would  be  involved  in  a  war  for  defence  of  the 
«  trade  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain  :  That 
'  fince  we  had  a  quarrel  with  the  Emperor,  who 
'  was  a  very  powerful  Prince  upon  the  continent, 
'  we  had  no  way  of  revenging  this  quarrel,  but  by 

*  engaging  as  many  Princes  upon  the  continent  as 
'  we  could  on  our  fide  v  and  that  therefore  it  was 
«  neceflary  to  continue  thofe  fubfidies  till  we  could 
'  bring  the  Emperor  to  our  terms.' 

The  Committee  likewife  agreed  to  the  continu- 
ing of  this  fubfidy,  and  refolved,  that  the  fum  of 
25,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  one  year's 
fubfidy  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  Lunenhurgh  Wol- 
fenbuttie^  purfuant  to  a  treaty  dated  the  15th  of 
Novomber^  I'ji'j, 

Upon  the  nth  day  o^  February^  two  petitions 
were  prefented  to  the  houfe,  from  the  quatter  it^- 
fions  of  the  peace  held  for  the  eaft  and  the  north 
ridings  of  Torkfrnre^  complaining,  ^  That  the  ob- 

*  iiging 
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*  liging  grand  jury    men  at  the  fefTions    of  the 

*  peace  to  make  their  prefentments  in  a  language, 

*  which  few  of  them  underftood,  and  the  fuffcring 

*  in  any  of  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  juflice, 

*  or  in  any  of  the  tranfadions  of  the  law,  (where- 
'  by  the  perfon  or  property  of  the  fubjed  may  be 

*  affeded)  the  ufe  of  a  language  not  intelligible, 

*  and  of  a  character  not  legible,  but  by  the  learn- 
'  ed  in  the  law,  were  great  occafions  of  the  delay 
'  of  juftice,  and  gave  room  to  mod  dangerous 

*  frauds  :  That  fpecial  pleadings,  by  their  intrica- 
<  cy  and  dilatorinefs,  rendered  the  profecution  of 
«  the  rights  of  the  fubjecl  difficult  and  expenfive  ; 

*  and  that  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts,  as  the  law 

*  then  ftood,  was  impradicable,  and  the  number 

*  of  attornies  exceflive ;  and  praying  the  houfe  to 

*  take  thefe  grievances  into  confide'ration,  and  to 

*  give  fuch  remedy  as  to  the  houfe  ihould  feem 

*  meet.' 

Thefe  petitions  were  feverally  ordered  to. be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  •,  and  a  Committee  being  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  they  brought  in  a  bill 
accordingly  for  remedying  thofe  inconveniencies, 
which,  with  fome  amendments  being  pafTed  into  a 
law  lafl  feflion  of  Parliament  and  printed,  we  need 
not  therefore  infert  any  account  of  it  here. 

While  this  bill  was  depending  in  the  houfe, 
fome  oppofition  was  made  to  it  within  doors,  and 
a  great  deal  by  the  lawyers  without.  The  princi- 
pal arguments  infilled  on  both  within  and  without 
againlt  it  were,  '  That  if  the  language  and  writing 

*  of  the  law  ihould  be  altered,  and  made  accord- 

*  ing  to  the  modern  way  of  fpeaking  and  wri- 

*  ting,  no  man  would  ever  be  at  the  pains  to  fludy 
'  that  ancient  language  and  writing  which  molt  of 
'  our  old  valuable  records  are  wrote  in,  fo  that  the 
'  ufe  of  them  would  in  a  few  years  be  entirely  loft. 

L  1  2  *  That 
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*  That  the  method  of  diftributing  juftice  was 

*  now  eftablifiied  according  to  a  moft  concife  and 

*  regular  form,  which  muft  be  entirely  altered,  if 

*  the  language  and  methods  of  pleading  fliould  be 

*  changed ;  and  this  they  faid  would  necefTarily 

*  produce  fuch  a  confufion,  that  it  would  coft  ma- 

*  ny  years  painful  and  troublefome  application, 

*  before  the  new  forms  could  be  fettled  in  a  cer- 

*  tain  and  regular  courfe  of  proceeding  •,  fo  that 
'  the  making  of  thofe  alterations  would  occafion 
«  greater  delay  of  juftice,  give  more  room  todan^ 
'  gerous  frauds,  render   the   profecution   of  the 

*  rights  of  the  fubjecl  more  difficult  and  expenfive, 

*  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts  more  impradicable, 

*  and  the  number  of  attornies  more  exceflive  than 

*  heretofore/ 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  the  gentlemen  who 
were  for  the  bill,  *  That  though  both  the  language 

*  and  writing  of  the  law  fhould  be  altered,  there 
^  would  be  no  danger  of  lofing  the  ufe  of  our  an- 

*  cient  records  ;  becaufe,  as  long  as  we  have  any 

*  fuch,  there  always  will  be  fome  men,  who  either 

*  out  of  curiofity,  or  for  the  fake  of  gain,  will  make 
.  *  it  both  their  bufinefs  to  underftand  both  the  Ian- 

*  guage  and  charader  in  which  they  are  wrote,  in 

*  the  fame  manner  as  we  find  among  us  now,  fe- 

*  veral  gentlemen  who  make  it  their  bufinefs  to 

*  learn  to  underftand  the  language  and  chara6ler 
'  of  manufcripts,  much  ancienter  than  any  of  our 
'  records  :  That  a  very  few  of  fuch  law  antiquari-^ 

*  ans  will  fuffice,  confidering  the  little  occafion  we 

*  have  in  any  law  proceedings  to  have  recourfe  to 

*  any  very  ancient  records ;  and  that  when  they 
-  *  are  made  ufe  of,  they  often  do  more  harm  than 

*  good  ;  it  being  necelfary  for  every  nation  to  have 

*  private  property  determined  and  afcertained  by 

*  a  continued  polTcffion  for  a  moderate  term  of 

*  years.- 

As 
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As  to  the  fet  forms  of  the  law,  they  faid,  *  We 

*  had  already  too  many  of  them,  and  that  they 

*  were  of  opinion  that  nothing  fo  much  perplexed 

*  and  retarded  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 

*  juftice,  as  a  too  nice  obfervance  of  the  cftablifh- 

*  ed  forms :  That  fuch  forms  are  generally  broiJight, 

<  for  the  fake  of  new  fees,  to  fuch  a  bulk  by  the 

*  lawyers  of  all  countries,  that  every  country  have 

*  found  it  necoffary  from  time  to  time  to  curtail 

*  and  abridge  them:  Juftice  they  faid  was  gene- 
«  rally  the  moft  fpeedily,  and  the  moft  impartially 
=«  diftributed  in  thofe  places  where  the  feweft  forms 
«  were  obferved ;  and  therefore  they  thought  that 

<  the  deftruclion  of  our  law- forms  was  a  good  ar- 

*  gument  for  the  bill,  in  place  of  being  one  againft 

*  it;  becaufe  it  would  take  up  a  confiderable  time, 

*  before  the  lawyers  could  again  perplex  the  courfe 

<  of  jufticis,  witli  a  number  of  ufeleis  forms  and 

*  ceremonies.* 

On  the  15th  of  February^  the  Royal  African 
Company  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe,  fetting 
forth,  '  That  the  hpufe  having  in  the  iaft  feffion 

*  upon  full  examination  and  confideration  of  the 
^  ftate  of  the  trade  to  Jfrica,  granted  the  fum  of>. 
■^   10,000/.  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  ^n///& 

<  forts  and  fettlementschere,  belonging  to  the  pe- 
«  titioners,  the  faid  fum  had  been  applied  accord- 

*  ingly :  And  it  having  appeared  to  die  houfe  that 
^  the  faid  forts  and  iisttlements  cannot  be  fupport- 

*  ed,  and  the  trade  preferved  without  the  aid  of 

*  Parliament,    the  petitioners    therefore  prayed, 

*  that  fuch  further  provifion  might  be  made  m  the 

*  premifles,  as  to  the  houfe  fhould  fecm  meet.* 
And  his  Majefty  having  confidered  the  great  ad- 
vantages that  may  accrue  to  this  nation  by  the  m- 
-creafe  and  improvement  of  that  trade,  did,   by 
Mr  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  recommend  it 

Li  4  ^ 
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to  the  confideration  of  the  houfe  to  make  further 
provifion  in  the  prernifles  as  to  the  houfe  ihould 
fcem  fit.  Of!  ^d: 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
the  company  were  ordered  to  lay  before  the  houfe, 
the  eftablilhment  for  their  feveral  forts  and  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coafts  of  Africa^  with  the  charges 
thereof  for  the  year  1730 ;  diftinguilhing  how 
much  of  the  fame  is  on  account  of  trade,  and  how 
much  was  for  the  maintenance  and  defence  of  the 
fa  id  forts  and  fettlements ;  and  alfo  an  account  how 
the  money  granted  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, towards  the  maintenance  of  the  faid  forts, 
and  fettlements,  had  been  difpofed  of  Which 
eilablifhment  the  company  prefented  to  the  houfe 
the  next  day  •,  and  the  members  being  all  thereby 
convinced,  that  the  company  had  faithfully  dif- 
charged  their  trufl,  and  employed  the  money  they 
had  before  received  for  the  fupport  of  our  trade  to 
Africa^  the  like  fum  was  in  the  courfe  of  proceed- 
ings granted  to  them  for  this  year  without  any  dif- 
pute. 

But  an  the  6th,  a  petition  was  prefented  which 
occafioned  much  warmth  and  high  debates,  which, 
was  a  petition  of  the  merchants,  and  others  of  the 
city  of  Briftol^  trading  to  and  from  his  Majelty's 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America^  complaining 
«  Of  the  great  interruptions  of  their  trade  to  the 

*  faid  colonies,  and  depredations  of  the  Spaniards 
^  for  feveral  years  paft,  who,  notwithflanding  the 

*  refolutions  of  that  houfe,  and  hisMajefty's  moft 
^  gracious  endeavours  to  obtain  for  his  fubjeds  juft 
^  and  feafonable  fansfa^lion,  ftill  continued  their 

*  depredations,  and  had  lately  taken  and  plunder- 

*  ed  feveral  fhips  and  velTels  belonging  toBrrJiol  znd 

*  other  Britiflj  ports,  and  had  treated  ilich  as  had 
^  fallen  into  their  hands  in  a  very  barbarous  and 

'  cruei 
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*  cruel  manner,  and  therefore  the  petitioners  prayed 

*  the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  and  fuch  timely 

*  and  adequate  remedy  as  to  the  houfe  would  feem 

*  fit.* 

This  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  and  that  day  fortnight  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  houfe,  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee thereupon. 

On  the  17th  it  was  ordered,  that  the  proper  of- 
ficers fhould  lay  before  the  houfe  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  feveral  land-taxes  for  ten  years  Jail 
pafl,  with  the  charges  of  intereft  and  other  deduc- 
tions which  have  been  made  thereout.  This  ac- 
count was  accordingly  laid  before  the  houfe :  But 
that  every  one  may  have  a  full  view  of  the  ftate  of 
the  nation,  we  Ihall  begin  with  the  general  account 
of  the  national  4ebr. 
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138  PaRLI  AMEN  TAR  V      A*  1731, 

^An  account Jhewing  the  monies  artfen  within  the  half^ 
year  enciing  at  Lzdy 'Day,  ly 20. 


The  Exchequer  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  Dr. 

TO  furplus  money  unapplied  at  Michaelmas 
J  7  29,  2.S  per  account  for  the  half-year  then 

ended  77X2$     0  2? 

To  furplus  money  arifen  in  the  half-year  ended 

at  Lady- Day  1 7  30,  viz, 
gurplusofthe  aggregate  fund.       268936     7   j 
Surplus  of  the  general  fund, 
when  thefum  of  ;^  8 100/. 
95.  qd\  being  the  comple- 
ment  to  362424/.  13  j.  5^/. 

ihall  be  made  good. -. —       155312  14  8| 

Surplus  of  the  South-  Sea  com- 
pany's fund.   — *-!-    •*— ^         24769  10  4I 

■III  '    '   I 

449Q18  12  2f 
Income  by  the  tax  on  papifls, 
after  the  deficiency  thereof 
was  made  good  out  of  the 
public  fupplies  for  the  year 
1726,  purfuant  to  an  a£t 
12  Georgiiprimifpag.  318, 
in  that  behalf,  99  I4  S 

-  '"  *.        4491 18    6  7| 

53^6246    6  9f 


Per 
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Pifr  Contra 


Cr. 


By  principal  paid  off  on  orders  for  debentures 
made  forth  for  the  relief  of  the  fuffcrers  of 
Nevis  and  St.Chri/iophet'\^  purfuant  toaclaufc 
in  an  ad  i  Georgii  fecundij  pag.  446  and  447, 
in  full  of  103272/.    105. 

By  paid  James  Whitchurch  for  an  annuity  (called 
Bankers  Accounts)  on  the  principal  of  100/.  at 
the  rate  of  3/.  j>^r  Cent,  per  Jnn.  for  eleven 
years  and  three  quarters,  from  the  26th  of 
Decemhr  1705,10  the  29th  ofSeptemhrijjy^ 
the  :i.m  of  35  /.  5  s.  and  for  redemption  of 
the  faid  annuity,  and  difcharge  of  the  f;iid 
principal  fum  of  ico/.  the  farther  fum  of  50/. 
being  one  moiety  thereof  in  both  85  /.  5  s. 
purfuant  to  the  A£l  13  Geoi'gn pritfii^  pag.  327 
and  328  in  that  behalf. 


By  Remains  at  h^dy-Ddiyy  1730,  viz. 


Surplus  of  the  aggregate  fund. 

Surplus  of  the  general  fund, 
when  the  fum  of  38100/. 
gs.  gdk.  being  the  defi- 
ciency thereof  in  this  half- 
year,  fhall  be  made  good 
by  Parliament. 

Surplus  of  tht  South- Sea  com- 
pany's fund  for  their  old 
capital. 

Income  by  the  tax  on  papiiis. 


/. 

268851 


J0561  9  ij 


85    5  o 


10646  14  8 J 


221879     5  2j 

24769  10  4^- 
99  H  5 

515599  12  I 

526246     6  gl 

jfn 


'S4^  Parliamentary     A. 1731; 

/in  account  Jhewing  the  Monies  arifen  mthin  the  half-^ 
year  ending  at  Michaelmas,  .1730. 

TheExcbetiuer  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  I)r. 

^  1^^  Surplus  money  unapplied  at  Lady-Day^  /,  ^.   d. 

jL     ^730>  as />^r  Account,  for  the  half  year 
then  ended.  ^        ^        _         . 515599     12  i 

To  furplus  money  arifen  in  the  half  year  ended 
at  Michalmas^  lySOj  '^'Z. 

/.  s.  d, 

SurplusoftheAggregatefund.       446688     8  yf 

Surplus  of  the  general  fund, 
when  the  fum  cf  12^2!. 
15^.  I  ^;?f.  being  the  com- 
plement to  362424/.  I3i-. 
5^.  fliallbemade  good. —        162482  14  7 

Surplus  of  the  South- Sea  com- 
pany's fund.   —         — —  62144     6  6 


^71315     9  8| 


Income  by  the  tax  on  papifts 
after  the  deficiency  thereof 
was  made  good  out  of  the 
public  fupplies  for  the  year 
17265  purfuant  to  the  A£l 
12  Georgit  primi^  pag,  318, 
in  that  behalf.  86  18  6f 


671402    8  3 

*•"  ■ '    '      I  »  III  i 
118700C    o  4 


Per 


A.173I-        DEBATES. 


54' 
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Cr, 


By  paid  the  governor  and  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  the  South-Sea^  &c.  at  or  foon  after 
Alidfuffmier^  ij^o^  towards  paying  off  and  re- 
deeming one  million,  part  of  their  remaining 
capital  ftock,  or  principal  fum  of  16651101  /. 
12 s.  gdl.  belonging  to  the  faid  company  ia 
their  own  right,  commonly  called  South- Sea 
Jfock,  and  thereby  redeeming  the  annuity,  be- 
ing after  the  rate  of  4/.  per  Cent,  attending 
thereon,  purfuant  to  the  Aft  3  Georgii  idiy 
pag.  359  in  that  behalf.     ■ — 725000/. 

By  paid  the  faid  governor  and 
company  at  or  foon  after 
Michaelmas  'i'J^^O,     in    full 


redemption  of  one  million 
of  their  faid  remaining  capi- 
tal ftock,  purfuant  to  the 
faiiAa.     —    — 


275000/. 


By  paid  for  arrears  on  annuities  (called  Bankers 
Annuities)  due  before  Michaelmas  I'Ji'J-,  pur- 
fuant to  a  claufe  in  an  A£t  13  Georgii  prif^iy 
pag,  327  in  that  behalf. 

By  Remains  at  Michaelmas  1730,  viz. 

/.  s.  d. 
Surplus  of  the  aggregate  fund.  64877  11  2| 
Surplus  of  the  general  fund, 
when  the  fuTn  of  3935  /.  4  s, 
lid,  the  deficiency  thereof, 
Jnno  ij^^^^  ^^^^1  be  made 
good  by  Parliament. 


This  being  the  fixtecnth  half-yearly  account  ?nade 
up  purfuant  to  the  A£i  9  Georgii  primi,  pag. 
367,  is  hu7nbly  prefenied  this  ^th  day  of¥<^b- 
ruary,  17  30-1,  by 

J.  SCROPE. 


/.         s,  d. 

lOOOOOO      0  o 


b'  15  o 

1000008  15  o 


122115  14  i[  i8r993    5  4 


ii8;ooa    o  4 


On 


jl0  PARi.1  AMEJjiTAttV     A.i73ii 

On  the  7th  of  May  his  Majefty  came  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robes,  feated  on 
the  throne  with  the  ufiial  foletiinity.  Sir  Charles 
Valton^  gentleman-ufher  of  the  black  rod,  way 
fent  with  a  meffage  from  his  Majefty  to  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  comnianding  their  attendaaee  in  the 
houfe  of  Peers  %  the  Commons  being  corhe  thither 
accordingly,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  the 
toyal  affent  to  the  public  and  private  bills  prepared 
for  him. 

After  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  the 
following  moft  gracious  fpeech  i 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  T  T  is  a  great  pleafure  to  me^  that^  at  the  clofd 
'  J^  of  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  I  am  able  to 

*  acquaint  you,  that  the  hopes  I  had  conceived 

*  and  given  you,  of  feeing  very  fuddenly  a  happy 

*  period  put  to  the  troubles  and  diforders  which 

*  had  been  fo  long  apprehended,  are  now,  by  the 

*  treaty  figned  at  Vienna^  anfwered  and  accom- 

*  pliftied. 

*  A  projedl  of  a  convention  betwixt  the  Emperor 

*  and  the  maritime  powers,  for  accommodating 

*  the  differences  and  difputes  that  were  fubfifting^ 

*  having  been  formed,  the  treaty  is  concluded  and 

*  figned  by  me  and  the  Emperor,  and  is  now  un- 
^  der  the  confideration  of  the  States  General  \  the 

*  forms  of  that  government  not  admitting  a  pre- 
'  vious  concert  in  a  negotiation  of  this  mature  : 

*  And,  as  this  treaty  princip  ..ily  regards  the  exe- 

*  cution  of  x\\Q  treaty  of  Seville^  it  is  likewife  com- 
^  municated  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  as 
<  parties  to  the  treaty  cf  Seville :  And  I  have  juft 
'  received  advice,  that  tii:  ratifications  between 
'  me  and  the  Emperor  art,  exchanged. 

'  The  conditions  and  eLgn.q;ements  which  I  have 

*  entered  into  upon  this  occaiion,  are  agreeable  to 

'  that 
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«  that  necefiaiy  concern  which  this  nation  muftal- 

<  ways  have  tor  the  lecurity  and  prclcrvation  of 

*  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  •,  and  as  the  un- 

<  certain  and  violent  ftiitc  of  affairs,  to  which  £«- 
«  rope  was  reduced,  and  the  mifchiefs  of  an  imme- 
«  diate  general  war,  which  began  to  bt-  thought 

*  unavoidable,  are  now  removed :  This  happy  turn 
duly  improved,  with  a  juft  regard  to  our  former 

*  alliances,  which  it  fhall  be  my  care  to  preferve, 
gives  us  a  favourable  profped  of  feeing  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity  re-eftabliflied. 

Gentlemen  of  the  hoiifc  of  Commons^ 
*  I  return  you  my  thanks  ror  the  eiFedlual  fup- 

*  plies  which  you  have  granted  me  for  the  fervice 
'  of  the  prefent  year,  and  for  the  proper  diipofi- 
'  tion  you  have  made  of  the  public  funds,  towards 
»  leflening  and  difcharging  the  national  debt ;  the 

*  remarkable  difpatch  and  unanimity  which  you 

*  have  fliewn  at  this  critical  conjun£bure,  has  added 
'  very  much  to  the  credit  and  weight  of  your  pro- 
«  ceedings  J  and  you  (hall  find  as  great  areadinefs 

*  on  my  part  to  eafe  the  burthens  of  my  people, 

*  as  foon  as  the  circumilances  and  fituation  of  af- 

*  fairs  will  admit  of  it,  as  you  have  fhewn  to  raife 

*  the  fupplies  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the 
«  public. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  I  hope  at  your  return  into  the  country,  you 

*  will  find  all  attempts  to  raife  a  fpiric  of  difcon- 

*  tent  among  my  people,  by  unjufl  clamours  and 

*  mifreprc-fentations,  vain  and  ineffedlual.  All  ma- 

*  licious  infmuations  to  the  prejudice  of  my  mea- 

*  fures  muft  furely  vanifh,  when  it  fhali  appear,. 

*  that  my  firft  and  principal  care  has  been  for  the 

*  intereil  and  honour  of  this  kingdom  :  J^et  it  be 
f  your  endeavour  to  remove  all  groundlefs  jeulcu- 
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«  fies  and  apprehenfions,  that  the  fatisfadion  of 
'  the  nation  may  be  as  general  >  as  it  is  my  ear- 

*  neft  defire  that  their  happinefs  may  be ;  let  all 

*  my  people^  Jet  all  orders  of  men  enjoy,  quietly 
'and  unenvied,  the  rights,  privileges,  and  indul- 
'  gences,  which  by  law  they  are  entitled  to ;  let 
'  no  innovations  difturb  any  part  of  my  fubjedls 
'  in  the  pofTeffion  of  their  legal  property ;  let  all 
'  that  are  zealous  in  the  fupport  of  me  and  my 
'-  government,  partake  in  common  the  benefits  of 

*  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment;  and  let  your 
'  good-will  to  one  another  be  as  extenfive  as  my 
«  protedion,  which  all  my  good  and  faithful  fub- 

*  je6ts  have  an  equal  right  to,  and  may  equally 

*  depend  upon.' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by   his  Majefty's 
command,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

II^  is  hi?  Majeft'fs  royal  will  and  -pleafure^  That 
this  Parliament  he  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the 
twenty  feventh  day  of  July  nexty  to  he  then  here  held ; 
and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Tuef- 
day the  twenty  feventh  day  ^/ July  ne^t. 

During  this  feflion,  a  fecond  penfion-bill  was 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  pafTed 
that  houfe  ;  but  was,  like  the  former,  rejeded  by 
the  houfe  of  Peers.  This  bill  being  fomewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  other,  (p,  475.)  we  fliall  here  in- 
fert  the  following  copy  of  it. 
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A  BILL  for  makiv^^  more  cffetlual  the  laws  in  be- 
ing for  difahlirig  -per fans  from  being  chofen  mem- 
bers of^  or  Jilting  or  voting  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons^  who  have  any  pen/ton  during  pleafure^  or 
for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  ofice  holden  in 
truft  for  them^  by  obliging  perfons  hereafter  to  be 
chofen  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament y  to 
take  the  oath  therein  mentioned. 

May  it  pie  a fe  your  moj?  Excellent  Alajejly, 

THAT  it  may  be  enafted,  and  be  it  enacted 
by  the  King's  moft  Exccllcfnt  Majefty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of.  the  Lords  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  prcfent 
Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame.  That  from  and  after  the  24th  day  o^  June, 
173  I,  no  perfon  who  (liall'be  cle6led  a  member 
to  ferve  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  fhall  vote  or 
fit  in  the  faid  houfe,  during  any  debate  tliere,  af- 
ter their  Spealfei'  is  chofen,  until  fuch  member  Iliall 
from  time  to  time,  and  in  manner  following,  firfl 
take  the  oath  herein  after  mentioned,  and  fub- 
fcribe  the  fame  in  a  parchment  roll,  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  for 
that  purpofe,  viz. 

"^'Z  A.  B.  do  fokmnly  and  fine ercly  fivear^  that  I 
have  not  directly  or  indiretl-ly.,  any  penfion   d!!ri-:g 
flea  fur  e^  or  for  any  ntrmher  of  years  ^  from  the  cro'vcn^ 
nor  any  office  in  part.,  or  in  the  whole^  from  the  crown^ 
held  for  me.,  or  for  my  benefit ^  by  any  perfon ''J-'hat fo- 
everyjr.And,  l do  folemnly  and  fincerely  promife  and 
fwear,,  fJifdt  I  will  not  receive  ^  accept  ^  or  take^  di- 
retlly  or  indire^ly,  during  the  time  of  my  being  a 
jnember^jfjjjts  Parliament^  any  penfion  during  plea- 
fur  e^  or- for  any  number  of  years ^  or  any  other  gr'a  ■ 
tuity  or  reward  whatfoever^  or  any  office  from  the 
crozvn.,  to  be  held  for  me.,  or  for  my  benefit^  in  party 
Vol.  IX.  N  n  or 
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or  in  the  whole  thereof^  by  any  perfon  whatfoever^ 
without  Signifying  the  fame  to  this  houfe^  within 
fourteen  days  after  I  have  received  or  accepted  the 
fame^  if  the  Parliament  be  then  fittings  or  within 
fourteen  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  Parlia- 
ment,    So  help  me  God. 

Which  faid  oath  fhall  be  in  this  and  every  fuc- 
ceeding  Parliament,  folemnly  and  publickly  taken 
and  fubfcribed  by  every  fuch  member  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  at  the  table  in  the  middle  of  the  faid 
houfe,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  takes  the  other 
oaths  by  law  direded  to  be  taken,  whilft  a  full 
houfe  of  Commons  is  there  duly  fitting  with  their 
Speaker  in  his  chair. 

And  be  it  further  enacled.  That  if  any  member 
fo  taking  the  oath,  and  fubfcribing  as  before  di- 
rededj  fhall,  at  the  time  of  the  taking  the  faid 
oath,  have  any  penfion  during  pleafure,  or  for 
any  number  of  years,  or  any  office  from  the  crown, 
in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  held  in  truft  for  him,  or 
for  his  benefit,  or  fhall,  during  his  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,,  accept,  receive,,  or  take  any 
penfion  during  pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of 
years,  or  any  other  gratuity  or  reward  whatfoever, 
or  any  office  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  to  be  held 
for  him,  or  for  his  benefit,  from  the  crown,  with- 
out fignifying  the  fame  to  the  houfe,,  as  aforefaid,. 
fuch  member  fhall  be,  and  is  hereby  adjudged  and 
declared  to  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury, 
and  being  thereof  convidted  b"  due  courfe  of  law, 
Ihall  incur  and  fuffer  the  pains  and  penalties  which 
by  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  this  realm  are  inflided 
in  cafes  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  fhall 
from  thenceforth  be  incapable  of  taking,  holdings 
or  enjoying  any  office  v/hatfoever. 

And 
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And  be  it  further  en  aisled.  That  if  any  member 
eleded  as  aforcfaid,  fliall  refufc  or  ncglccl  to  take 
and  fubfcribe  the  oath  as  before  dircded,  the  place 
for  which  fuch  member  was  eleded,  is  hereby, 
without  any  other  convidion  or  proceeding,  de- 
clared void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  it  fuch 
member  was  naturally  dead. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  in  cafe  any 
member  fhall  prefunic  to  fit  or  vote  in  the  hojfe 
of  Commons,  after  the  Speaker  is  chofen,  without 
taking  and  fubfcribing  th/  oath  herein  before  men- 
tioned, fuch  member  fhall  forfeit  the  fum  of  thirty 
pounds  for  each  day  he  fhall  fit  and  vote  as  aforc- 
faid, to  be  recovered  and  received,  with  full  cofls 
of  fuit,  by  him  or  them  who  fhall  fue  for  the  fame, 
and  to  be  profecuted  by  any  adion,  fuit-bili, 
plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
courts  of  record  at  IVeftminftcr^  wherein  no  eflbin, 
protedlion,  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  im- 
parlance fhall  be  admitted  or  allowed  ;  and  fhall 
from  thenceforth  be  incapable  of  taking,  holding, 
or  enjoying  any  ofHce  or  employment  of  profit  or 
truft  under  his  Mujefty,  his  heirs  or  fuccefibrs. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and 
enaded  by  the  auLhority  aforefaid,  That  no  per- 
fon  fhall  be  made  liable  to  any  difability,  incapa- 
city,  forfeiture  or  penalty  by  this  acl  laid  or  im- 
pofed,  unkfs  profecution  be  commenced  within 
one  year  next  after  the  difrblucion,  or  other  deter- 
mination of  the  Parliament  \i\  which  fuch  dif- 
ability,  incapacity,  forfeiture,  or  penalty  fhall  be 
incurred  \  or,  in  cafe  of  a  profecution,  unlefs  the 
fame  be  carried  on  without  wilful  delay,  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwlthilanding. 

Nn  2  Upon 
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Upon  its  being  rcjecled  by  the  upper  houfe,  the 
following  proteil  was  entered. 

Bie  Martis^  2^  Martii^    1726. 

tlODJE  2 da  vice,  leSfa  eft  hilla^  An  a6b  for 
making  more  effedual  the  laws  in  being,  for 
difabling  perfons  from  being  chofen  members  of, 
or  voting  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  any 
penfion  during  pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of 
years,  or  any  offices  holden  in  truft  for  them,  by 
obliging  perfons  hereafter  to  be  chofen  to  ferve  for 
the  Commons  in  Parliament,  to  take  the  oath 
therein  mentioned. 

Propofed  to  commit  the  bill. 

After  long  debate. 
The  queftion  was  put.  Whether   the  faid  bill 
Ihould  be  committed  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  queftion   was  put,   Whether  the  faid 
bill  Ihould  be  rejeded  ? 

It  v/as  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Diffentient  ,^ 
Ecaufe  the  reafons  which  were  entered  on 
our  journals  (fee  f.  465.)  laft  feffion  for  the 
commitment,  and  againlt  the  rejedlion  of  this  bill, 
can,  in  our  judgment,  have  nothing  of  weight  faid 
againft  them,  as  we  think  they  want  little  to  be  ad- 
ded to  them ;  tho'  they  feem  to  us  to  be  ftreng- 
thened  on  this  occafion,  left  our  fecond  refulal  to 
concur  with  the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  what  fole- 
ly  regards  their  ov/n  members,  and  without  any 
arguments  offered  to  them  in  a  parliamentary  way 
for  that  refufal,  fhould   be  looked  upon  by  them 

as 
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as  unkind,  if  not  an  unprecedented  treatment,  and 
fhoukl,  in  the  opinion  of  many  difintcrefled  lovers 
of  our  ancient  frame  of  government,  too  juflly 
create  in  them  a  refentment  that  might  interrupt 
the  harmony  between  the  two  houfes,  which  is  nc- 
cefTary  for  carrying  on  the  moft  important  affairs 
of  the  nation. 

2.  Becaufe  the  Commons  fcem  to  think  this 
bill  is  wanted,  and  we  are  perfuadcd  it  is  earneft- 
ly  defired  by  the  people,  and  fo  wifely  contrived^ 
by  a  folcmn  and  ftrid  oath  of  purgation,  to  guard 
againfl  fecret  corruption  in  that  place,  where,  if 
ever  it  Hiould  be  prevalent,  its  confequences  would 
be  moft  pernicious  and  extenfive,  that  we  fear  we 
fhould  be  expofed  to  fome  uncharitable  fufpicions, 
if  we  did  not  in  this  moft  authentick  manner  the 
conftitution  of  Parliament  will  allow,  from  a  be- 
coming zeal  to  hinder  the  infedlion  of  fo  mifchicv- 
ous  an  evil  from  fpreading  among  others,  give  an 
undeniable  proof  that  we  are  untainted  with  it  our- 
felves. 

3.  Becaufe  a  member  of  Parliament,  who  is  not 
afliamed  to  accept  a  gratuity  for  any  fervice  v/hich 
he  is  afhamed  publickly  to  avow,  muft  be  confci- 
ous  to  himfelf  (as  we  fear)  that  he  is  guilty  of  an 
immoral  action,  and  therefore  we  conceive  our- 
felves  not  only  obliged  in  policy,  but  in  confcience, 
to  yield  our  afTent  to  a  bill,  that,  as  hr  as  we  could 
apprehend  upon  the  moft  mature  and  ferious  reflec- 
tion, contains  a  proper  expedient  in  this  limited 
monarchy,  to  preferve  both  the  innocence  and  in- 
dependency of  eledled  kgiilators,  and  that  (we  had 
reafonable  hopes)  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  have 
prevented  the  danger  of  an  infamous  breach  of  a 
truftof  the  higheft  nature,  repofed  in  every  finglc 
member  of  the  lower  houfe,  for  the  benefit  of  the 

N  n  3  whole 
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whole  community,  which  we  think  a  crime  that 
ought  to  be  dreaded  by  us,  as  good  patriots^  and 
that  w?  are  bound  to  abhor,  ^^ftncere  Chriftians, 

4.  Becaufe  we  cannot  but  with  grief  of  heart  la^ 
ment  the  lofs  of  that  opportuniry,  which,  by  en- 
a6bing  this  bill  into  a  law,  we  aiTure  ourfelves  his 
Majelly  would  have  embraced  witli  particular  fatif- 
fa6lion,  of  demonftrating  to  all  his  fubjeds,  that 
he  is  incapable  of  fuffering  an  improper  ufe  to  be 
made,  by  any  of  his  fervantSj  of  that  large  revenue, 
which  a  Parliament  liberal  beyond  any  example  of 
their  predecefTors,  fo  chearfully  gave  him,  or  of 
entertaining  the  leafl:  thought  himfelf  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  liberties  or  properties  of  his  people, 
by  any  unjuflifiable  influence  on  their  reprefenta- 
tives. 


Berkjhire^ 
Bruce, 

Plymouth, 

Bedford, 

Foley, 

Gainsborough, 

Gower, 

Abergavenny, 


Willoughby  de  Br. 

Strafford, 

Northampton, 

Thanet, 

Warrington^ 

Aylesford, 

Abington, 

Maynardy 


Bathurft, 

Cadogan^ 

Briftol, 

Coventry, 

Bridgwater, 

Boyle, 

Oxf.  and  Mortim, 

Ancafier  Gr.  Cha. 


While  this  bill  was  debated  in  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  a  right  reverend  prelate  of  very  diftinguifhed 
abilities  *,  made  a  fpeech  againfh  it  with  remark-r 
able  earneitnefs  \  which  made  a  great  noife  in  the 
town,  and  gave  occafion  to  fo  many  refledlions 
thereon,  as  well  ludicrous  as  ferious,  that  fome 
friends  of  the  bifhop  thought  proper  to  vindicate 

him, 


Dr,  Sherlock,  hljkop  of  B^ng'T,  kcw  bijho^  of  Salisbury. 
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him,  in  a  letter  publiihcd  in  the  Daily  Pofi-Bo}\ 
May  7,  which  we  have  judged  it  not  unfitting  to 
infert  here,  as  it  naturally  belongs  to  the  hiftory 
of  this  remarkable  bill,  and  may  be  looked  on  as 
a  fort  of  counterpart  to  the  protell  of  the  Lords. 

ExtraEi  of  a  LETTER  from  Cambridge 
to  a  gentleman  at  London,  dated  April  27, 
1731,  relating  to  the  penfion  bilL 

'   TF  a  great  appearance  of  zeal  againfl:  bribery 

*  X  ^"d  corruption  were  a  certain  fign  of  inte- 
c  *grity,  I  fhould  felicitate  you  upon  our  prefenr 
c  ftate  of  purity.  But  he  who  cries  flop  thief 
<  loudefl,  is  not  always  the  honeftett  man  in  the 
c  crowd.  Knaves  dare  not,  and  honed  men  will 
c  not  defend  corruption  ;  and  hence  comes  the  ge- 
c  neral  confent  in  fuch  cafes. 

*  But    the    prefent   queflion    is   not,    Whether 

*  bribery  is  a  bad  thing,  or  no?  which  neither 
'  the  honeft  nor  diflionefb  part  of  the  nation  will 
'  difpute  with  you.  The  fingle  point  is,  Whe- 
'  ther  the  method  propofed  to  Hop  bribery,  be 
'  an  effe^ual  method,  and  confiftent  with  our  con- 
'  ftitution  ? 

'  To  clear  this  to  myfelf,  and  to  know  upon 
'  what  grounds  fome  of  unblemifhed   charad:ers 

*  oppofed  a  late  bill,  commonly  called,  a  bill  a- 
'  gainft  bribery  and  corruption  •,  I  got  with  fome 

■  difficulty  one  of  the  printed  bills,  with  the 
'  blanks  filled  up.     As  I  had  heard  that  it  related 

to  places,  penfions,  and  all  rezvards  and  gratui- 
ties whatever  from  the  crown,  I  read  it  in  full 

■  expedtation  of  finding    every    member  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  made  incapable  of   taking 

N  n  4.  'or 
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*  ftory,  when  powers  of  this  fort  have  been  af- 

*  fumed  j  but  never,  I  think,  without  ending  in 

*  the  ruin  of  the  crown.     Once  too  the  houfe  of 

*  Lords,  by  this  and  like  methods,  loft  their  very 

*  being ;  and  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  if  they  are 

*  jealous  of  every  approach,  every  tendency  to  the 

*  fame  power  in  the  houfe  of  Commons. 

*  You  may  think,  perhaps,  that  I  carry  this 
^  matter  too  far;  and  that  the  Commons  could 
«  have  no  fuch  meaning  as  this.  I  am  as  willing 
«  to  think  honourably  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
^  Britain  as  you  are.     But  confider, 

'  Laws  are  not  to  be  made  upon  a  prefumption 

*  that  men  will  be  fo  honeft  as  not  to  abufe  them  j 

*  nor  is  it  enough  to  fay,  that  they  who  propofe 

*  the  law,  mean  no  harm  by  it.  It  muft  be  con- 
^  fidered,  not  only  wtiat  is  intended  by  a  law  at 

*  prefent,  but  alfo  what  ufe  may  pofTibly  be  made 

*  of  it  hereafter.     And  can  any   man  pretend  to 

*  fay,  that  no  houfe  of  Commons  hereafter  will 
'  ever  ground  any  partial  proceedings  on  this  bill  } 
'  And  if  any  houfe  of  Commons  fhouid,  who  can 

*  hinder  them  ?  It  will  be  too  late  to  complain, 
'  when  the  cafe  happens  ;    which,    whenever  it 

*  happens,  will  be  remedilefs.  In  fome  inftances 
'  it  may  be  right  to  pafs  laws  in  hopes  of  good 

*  fuccefs,  and  with  a  view  of  repealing  them,  if 

*  they  fhouid  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed  :  But 

*  in  the  prefent  cafe,  where  the  confequence  to  be 
'  feared  is  a  new  power  unknown  to  our  conftitu- 

*  tion  ;  a  kind  of  fupr erne  judicature  to  arife  in  the 

*  houfe  of  Commons  ;  if  fuch  confequence  fhouid 

*  prove  real,  how  fhall   the  evil  be  cured  ?     Do 

*  you  think  the  law  would  be  eafily  repealed  } 
'  That  the  Commons  would  confent  to  give  up 
^  the  power^  after  they  had  found  what  Itrength 

'it 
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it  gave  them  ?  I  am  afraid  not :  And  therefore 
bills  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be  pafied  to  try  ex- 
periments;  or  upon  probable  prcfumptions  that 
they  may  not  be  abufed  :  For  fhould  the  experi- 
ment mifcarry,  and  the  prefumption  fail,  it 
might  prove  fatal  to  the  conftitution,  and  be  an 
evil  never  to  be  removed. 

*■  Confider  farther,  If  this  power  fhould  ever 
be  allowed,  how  far  it  will  extend.  It  mufl 
go  to  all  rewards  and  gratuites  whatever,  re- 
ceived dire6i;ly  or  indirectly,  by  any  member  of 
the  houfe  of  Commons.  I  think  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  power  of  the  crown,  to  give  or 
grant,  but  may  be  taken  in  under  thefe  general 
words.  There  are  great  offices  in  the  kingdom, 
which,  as  the  law  now  flands,  do  not  difqualify 
thofe  who  hold  them  from  fitting  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons.  But  if  you  confider  them  as  re- 
wards or  gratuities  given  by  the  crown,  (and 
what  fhall  hinder  their  being  fo  confidered  ?) 
they  mufl  be  afFedled  by  this  bill,  and  they  who 
hold  them,  made  fubject  to  fuch  fcrutiny  and 
difcretionary  judgment,  as  fhall  at  any  time,  in 
confequence  of  this  bill,  be  exercifed- in  the 
houfe  of  Commons. 

*  If  the  relation  of  a  member  is  advanced  to  any 
ofHce,  it  may  be  conflmed  as  a  reward,  indi- 
rect ly  at  leaft,  to  the  member,  and  he  made  an- 
fwerable  to  the  houfe  under  the  fufpicion  of  bri- 
bery. And  confidcring  how  numerous  the  rela- 
lations  of  the  beft  families  are,  how  often  the 
fubjedl  {lands  in  need  of  the  favour  of  the  crown 
for  the  pardon  of  offences,  for  the  remitting  of 
fines  or  forfeitures,  for  renewing  leafes,  grants, 
patents,  and  the  like  •,  it  will  always  be  in  the 
power  of  a  majority  to  fix  the  guilt  of  bribery 

'  upon 
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*  upon  thofe  who  are  not  in  their  favour,  and,  ei- 

*  ther  to  turn  fuch  members  out  as  corrupt  men, 

*  or  by  the  terror  of  fuch  ufage  make  them  fub- 
^  fervient  to  their  own  ends. 

'  There    is   little  difference   between   a  power 

*  to  give  places,  and  a  power  to  approve,  or  dif- 
^  approve  the   gift  of  them  by  another.  '  What 

*  muft  this  power  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
^  mons,  joined  to  the  fole  righi:  they  claim  oigiving 
<  money ^  to  the  right  of  determining  all' difputed 
'  elections,  to  the  right  of  calling  to  account  every 
^  minifter  and  officer  in   the  kingdon;!^^  {and  to 

*  many  other  powers  now,  and  anciently  exercifed 
^  by  the  Commons  ?     Muft  they  not  grow  too 

*  great  to  be  controuled  or  checked  by  the  other 
'  branches  of  the  legiflature  ?  And  may  they  not, 
«  in  fuch  a  plenitude  of  power,  think  the  houfe 
«  of  Lords  to  be  (what  in  fuch  cafe  it  probably 
'  would  be)  of  no  ufe  }  Should  a  republican  fpi- 
^  rit  ever  pofTefs  a  houfe  of  Commons,  invefted 
'  with  fuch  uncontroulable  power,  (and  what  has 
'  been,  may  be  again)  how  long  could  our  ancient 
'  conilitution,  on  which  our  religion,  liberties  and 
'  properties  depend,  fubfift  ? 

'  Upon  this  view,  which   I  have  given  you  of 

'  the  bill,  and  its  confequences,  it  will  not  be  hard 

*  for  you  to  apply  properly  the  words  of  a  learned 
'  prelate,  (one  too  long,  and  too  well  known  in 
'  this  univerfity,  to  be  fufpeded  here  to  be  a 
'  pleader  for  bribery  and  corruption)  and  to  fee 
^  upon  what  foundation,  the  apprehenfion  therein 
*-  exprefled  of  an  independency  to  accrue  from 
^  this  billj  to  the  houfe  of  Commonsj  was  ground- 
*^  ed.  As  you  may  not  perhaps  have  the  faid 
'  words  at  hand  v/hen  you  receive  this  letter,  I 
^^  have  tranfcribed  them  for  youj  from  the  paper 

^  in 
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'  in  which  they  were  lately  coiiimunic.itcd  to  the 
'  public' 

"  For  tho'  this  bill  at  firfl  fight  fcems  to  l>e  a 
*'  felf-denying  bill  •,  and  to  Tome  particular  mem- 
*'  bers  may  perhaps  prove  fo :  Yet  the  Commons, 
*'  confidered  as  an  houfe  of  Parliament,  will  lind 
"  in  it,  I  llifpedl,  a  very   great  enlargement  of 
"  power.     And  whatever  tends  to  break  the  ba- 
*'  lance  between  the  powers  eflential  to  this  con- 
''  ftitution,  mull  fooner  or  later  prove  the  ruin  of 
*'  the  whole.     An   independent   houfe  of  Com- 
"  mons,  or  an  independent  houfe  of  Lords,  is  as 
''  inconfiilent  with  our  conftitution,  as  an   indc- 
*'  pendent,  that  is,  abfolute  King.     And  whoever 
''  loves  the  liberties  and  laws  o[  his  country,  will  no 
"  more  defire  to  fee  one  than  the  other.    Let  bri- 
''  bery  be  punifhed,  let  corruption  be  punifhed, 
"  but  not  by  giving  fo  much  ftrength  to  one  power 
"  of  this  conftitution,  as  (lull  make  it  able  to  over- 
«'  bear  the  reft." 

*  I  am  well  aflured,  thcfe  were  the  very  "Jjords 
^  fpoken  by  the  bifhop.  What  think  you,  Sir, 
'  are  they  either  empty  founds,  or  capable  ot  the 
*  wicked  conft ruction  that  has  been  put  upon  them. 


/  aWy  iSc, 


FINIS. 


